Fromelles Day Sydney 19 July 2022: Commemorative Procession from the
Archibald Fountain to the Anzac Memorial and Commemorative Service

Commemorative Procession from the Archibald Fountain to the Anzac Memorial

The Families and Friends of the First AIF in conjunction with the Trustees of the Anzac Memorial,
hosted the Commemoration of the 106" anniversary of the Battle of Fromelles at The Anzac
Memorial Hyde Park, Sydney on Tuesday 19 July 2022. It was the third Fromelles Day
Commemoration during the era of the COVID19 pandemic with the 2020 Commemoration being a
“closed event” with attendance capped at 35 attendees and the 2021 Commemoration being
cancelled and a single FFFAIF supplied wreath being laid by the staff of the Anzac Memorial.
Following the easing of Coronavirus restrictions, a limited Commemorative Procession and
Commemoration with dignitaries and consular representatives and representatives of ex-service and
descendant organisations was held with physical distancing encouraged. While risk management
measures had been incorporated to protect those attending, each person attending was requested to
take responsibility for their own well being as well as that of other attendees.

The Battle of Fromelles in northern France on 19-20 July 2016 was the first battle involving
Australian troops on the Western Front following the withdrawal from Gallipoli. It was and remains
the largest loss of Australian life in a 24-hour period with at least 1,917 killed or died of wounds,
3,416 wounded and 496 taken prisoner totalling 5,533 casualties. These included the 250 men
buried by the Germans after the battle whose graves were located in 2008 and were exhumed and in
2010 were reinterred in the new Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery. 166 of these
soldiers have now been identified by archaeological and anthropological analysis as well as DNA

matching with relatives and now have their named headstone.
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The Commemorative Procession leaving the Archibald Fountain.
All images are by Mick O’Flynn for Community Photography unless otherwise acknowledged
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The Commemoration was preceded by a Commemorative Procession of about 30 people on a cool
winter morning with scattered showers from the Archibald Fountain that commemorates the
association of Australia and France in The Great War to the Anzac Memorial. The procession
symbolically represents the "400 yards", the widest part of "No-man's land" on the Fromelles
battlefield, and paid homage to the 5th Division veterans marching to the Anzac Memorial for the
50th anniversary commemoration in 1966.

. Paul Simadas RFD inviting participants to assemble for the
Procession
Marie Gittard, Bernard Fontaine, Trevor Edwards, John Hitchen, Belgian Consul Michael Caluwaerts, Howard Collins,
NSW Police Band Drummer Dave Armstrong, Paul Simadas, Forgotten Diggers Founder, John Thomas,
NAJEX President Roger Selby

Assembling for the Procession
Geoffrey Benn FAA & Victoria Benz DVA, Brendan Nelson and Jim Munday, Member for Willoughby Tim James MP

Permission was obtained from the City of Sydney and NSW Police for the Commemorative
Procession with physical distancing requested of participants. The Procession was then escorted by
NSW Police Officers to the Anzac Memorial.

The Commemorative Procession re-enacted the final Parade of the veterans of the 5™ Division on
the 50" anniversary of the Battle marching to the ANZAC Memorial to request that the Trustees of
the Anzac Memorial always remember their service and the sacrifice of their comrades on 19 July.
A record of the Parade and Ceremony held in Hyde Park on 19 July 1966 is at Annexure C.
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Flag Ensigns Geoffrey Benn, President Fromelles Association with M. Bernard Fontaine, French War Veterans of NSW
at the head of the Commemorative Procession [Images by Paul Simadas]

The Commemorative Procession was led by a Flag Party escorted by NSW Police Band Drummer
Dave Armstrong. The Australian National Flag Ensign was Geoffrey Benn, President Fromelles
Association of Australia, whose relative, 20 year-old Acting Sergeant William Polding Ryan, 31 Bn
was Killed in the Battle of Fromelles and whose body was buried by the Germans after the battle
and identified through DNA matching and now lies in the Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military
Cemetery. The French Tricolour was carried by M. Bernard Fontaine, representing the Association
des Anciens Combatants Francais de Nouvelle Galles du Sud (French War Veterans of NSW).

Civic Dignitaries and Consular representatives as well as representatives of ex-service and
descendant organisations participated in the Commemorative Procession.
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Participants in the Commemorative Procession included:

NSW Police Band Drummer, Musician Dave Armstrong;

Australian National Flag bearer Geoffrey Benn, President, Fromelles Association of Australia,
honouring A/Sgt William Ryan, 31Bn, KIA Fromelles;

French National Flag bearer Bernard Fontaine, representing the French Veterans Association of
New South Wales.

Mr Tim James MP, Member for Willoughby representing
The Hon. Dominic Perrottet MP, Premier of New South Wales and
Chair, The Anzac Memorial Trustees and
the Minister for Veterans, The Hon David Elliott MP;

Mr Phillip Chin Board Director, for Mr Ray James, President, The Returned and Services
League of Australia NSW Branch;

Dr Marjorie O’Neill MP, The Member for Coogee, representing The NSW Opposition Leader
and the Shadow Minister for Veterans, Mr Greg Warren MP;

Mr. Jonathan Cook, Deputy Consul-General of United Kingdom;

Mr. Bill Dobbie, Consul-General of New Zealand;

Mrs. Anne Boillon, Consul-General Republic of France;

Ms. Marie Gittard, French Veterans Delegate General for Australia;

Consul Michael Caluwaerts, representing the Ambassador of Belgium, His Excellency Mr
Michel Goffin;

Ms Victoria Benz, Department of Veterans Affairs Deputy Commissioner NSW/ACT;

Howard Collins OBE, Chief Operations Officer, Transport for NSW; with

Bill Phippen OAM (52 NSW railway and tramway men died at Fromelles);

Lt. Col, lan Henderson (Rtd), representing the President, Remembrance Driveway Committee;

The Hon. Dr Brendan Nelson AO, Chair, Australian War Memorial Council,

Jim Munro, FFFAIF President, honouring Lt Stuart Munro 55Bn and Pte Alex Laurie 30Bn
both KIA Fromelles;

Jill Hayes, FFFAIF Committee Member;

Jim Munday, Fromelles descendant of the Wilson brothers and member Fromelles Association
and FFFAIF;

John Thomas, Founder, Forgotten Diggers;

Terry-Anne O'Neill, 53Bn historian;

Mijr John Hitchen (Rtd) representing the Military History Society of New South Wales;

Commodore Michael Flynn (Rtd) representing The Royal United Services Institute for Defence
and Security Studies NSW,

Roger Selby, President NSW Association of Jewish Service and Ex-Service Men & Women
(NAJEX);
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Annette Tebb, descendant of Ernest Jentsch, 53Bn, KIA Fromelles and honouring Madame
Demassiet;

Julie Searant, Honouring her great uncles Lt James Murray (MBE) 55Bn & Lt Aubrey Murray
(MC) 35Bn and Grandfather Sgt Harold Murray 30Bn;

Lorraine Henshaw, FFFAIF member honouring her relative.

FFFAIF Marshall Lt. Col. Paul Simadas RFD (also FFFAIF Vice President and Co-Chair
Australian Branch of the Western Front Association).
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Fromelles Commemorative Procession passing the Pool of Reflection on their ay to the Anzac
Memorial

The Procession was greeted at the Anzac Memorial by:
Margaret Snodgrass OAM, FFFAIF Committee Member; and
Master of Ceremonies, Darren Mitchell.

Also at the Anzac Memorial:

Ms Karen Dawson, Treasurer and Mrs Arline Ronsisvalle, Secretary (honouring Pte A Jones
55Bn, POW Fromelles) representing Australian World War One Descendants (AWWOD);

Barbara McGregor with Nicholas Doig honouring Pte. Hicks;

Mr Alexander Weilsman JP, Protocol Manager, Remembrance Driveway Council and Transport
for New South Wales Commemorations;

and

Harry Allie BEM, Chair of the NSW Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Veterans
Commemoration Service Committee;

Bugler, Terry McCleary, Fire & Rescue NSW Band, for Capt. Gunter 54Bn;

Piper Jim Braid, NSW Scottish Regimental Association Pipes and Drums, for Sgt James Dodd
53Bn and Pte Downie Dodd 55Bn KIA Fromelles;

Pastor, Bob Durbin, Chaplain, RSL LifeCare;

WOL1 Darryl Holzhauser, Regimental Sergeant Major, Joint Ceremonial NSW of the Australian
Army; and

Australian Amy Band Sydney Vocalist LCPL Jade O’Halloran and her accompanist
MUSN Sean Henderson.

With media coverage by:
Photographer Mike O’Flynn, Community Photography; and
7 Network NEWS.
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Margaret Snodgrass Receiving the Procession at the Anzac Memorial
Image by 7 Network NEWS

Special thanks go to the Procession Marshall, Lt. Col. Paul Simadas RFD, Vice President Families
and Friends of the First AIF and Chairman, Australian Branch, Western Front Association who co-
ordinated many of the arrangements for the Procession including liaising with the NSW Police and
City of Sydney Events Team to ensure the security for the Procession and safe passage across Park
Street and establishing the Order of Procession.

Commemorative Service for the 106" Anniversary of the Battle of Fromelles

The Commemorative Service was held in the Anzac Memorial Auditorium on the 90" anniversary
of the official dedication of its two foundation stones in 1932 by Sir Phillip Game, the Governor of
NSW and Bertram Stevens, then Premier of New South Wales. Over 15,000 people assembled to
witness the dedication of the stones bearing the words "A soldier set this stone” and "A citizen set
this stone". This date was also the 16th anniversary of the first battle on the Western Front
involving Australian troops at Fromelles. -
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The Flag party led the Participants to the Auditorium and formed up outside the Auditorium to
await the to make a formal entry to the Auditorium and placed their flags in a flag stand and the
Commemoration Service commenced.
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Australian National Flag bearer Geoffrey Benn and French National Flag bearer Bernard Fontaine placed the Australian

and French National flags in the flagstand, saluted by The Australian Army Band vocalist LCPL Jade O’Halloran and
accompanist MUSN Sean Henderson.

The Auditorium seating had been arranged to
facilitate the Commemorative Service while
keeping physical distancing.

The Commemoration was greatly benefited by the presence of
the Australian Amy Band Sydney Vocalist LCPL Jade
O’Halloran and her accompanist MUSN Sean Henderson. At
very short notice they had made themselves available to lead the
singing following news that NSW Police Band Vocalist Belinda
Parsons had to withdraw. What is most remarkable is that both
vocalists are proficient at singing the French National Anthem in
French and the bi-lingual New Zealand National Anthem in
addition the other hymns and National Anthems in the Order of
Service. It is a testament to the goodwill between the two bands
and towards the Commemoration that this was done seamlessly
within a matter of hours and is greatly appreciated.

Vocalist LCPL Jade O’Halloran leads O Valiant Hearts
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Master of Ceremonies, and FFFAIF Member,
Darren Mitchell welcomed guests to the Anzac
Memorial where the foundation stones were laid on
this day 90 years ago, in a ceremony attended by
15,000 people. After the Commemoration paused
in reflection while the Last Post sounded as part of
Anzac Memorial’s 11 o’clock Ceremony, with a
Minute’s silence followed by the Rouse.

Darren then read a Vice Regal Message from His
Excellency General the Honourable David Hurley
AC DSC (Retd), Governor-General of the
Commonwealth of Australia. A copy of this
message is at Annexure A and a copy of the Order
of Service is at Annexure B.

Acknowledgement of Country

Harry Allie BEM, Chair of the NSW
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Veterans Commemoration Service
Committee led an Acknowledgement of
Country on behalf of Aboriginal elders. The
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island flags
were also flown at the Yininmadyemi Bullet
sculpture for Indigenous Diggers to
demonstrate respect for the custodians of this
land, both past and present and their
contribution to this country and its heritage
and values.

The Prologue
The Prologue was delivered by The
Honourable Dr. Brendan Nelson AO, Chair,
The Australian War Memorial Council. He
noted that on the day of the Armistice on 11
November 1918, the Official Historian Charles
Bean declined to celebrate but chose to return
to the battlefield of Fromelles, where he could
be with the men who had dreamt of the day
that they would never see, but for which they
had given their lives. He wrote:

“It is one of the greatest and most tragic of
assaults ever conducted by the AIF.”

Dr Nelson related the experiences of Major
Geoff McCrae who, before he led the 60" Bn
into the battle, wrote to his family “Farewell
dear people, the hour approacheth” and Pte
Walter Dowling, 57Bn who described how “hundreds were mown down in the flicker of an eyelid”.
Brendan also related the reaction of Brig-General “Pompey” Elliott who commanded the 15%
Brigade as being “speechless with grief” after visiting the battlefield and seeing the carnage.
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Dr Nelson finished with the story of the Australian volunteers bringing in the wounded for the next
3 days, including Sgt Simon Fraser, immortalised by the Peter Corlett’s statue “Cobbers”. As he
was bringing in a wounded comrade, he heard a lone voice ‘Don’t forget me Cobber’. Dr Nelson
reflected “He didn’t, we won’t, we never will, for we are one and we are free. Lest we Forget.”

Jiee 2

Pastor Bob Durbin with a Prayer of Remembrance. Madame Marie Paule Demassiet, who in 2008 generously offered to
gift her land for it belongs to the soldiers”, with her grandson after the closing ceremony for the GUARD
investigations at Fromelles on 13.06.2008 (Image by Carole Laignel).

Pastor Bob Durbin, Chaplain with RSL LifeCare led a prayer remembering the soldiers killed,
wounded or taken prisoner and those changed by their experiences in the battle and their families
and giving thanks that some of those soldiers who were “lost” have now been found and those did
not have a final resting place and now do. The life of Madame Demassiet whose family owned the
land near Pheasant Wood where the Germans buried Australian soldiers killed in the battle was
remembered with her passing on 16 July and her funeral being on this day, French time. Prayers
were also offered for all those who have served or are currently serving in the Defence Force and
help defend the democracy and freedoms that we have in Australia today.

(V)Célrirst LCPL Jade O’Halloran leads Abide With
The Australian Amy Band Sydney Vocalist LCPL Jade O’Halloran then led the singing of Abide
with Me.
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A Family Reflection: the 3 Wilson brothers

Brothers Sam, Eric and Jim Wilson Family Reflection by Jim Munday

In the Family Reflection, Jim Munday shared the story of the 3 Wilson brothers from Port
Macquarie who fought in the Battle of Fromelles Jim aged 19 years was wounded in the neck and
Sam aged 30 and Eric aged 20 were both Killed in Action. Sam and Eric were buried by the
Germans after the battle and identified through DNA matching. They were found to have been
recognised as brothers by the Germans and buried side by side in the communal grave near
Pheasant Wood. Jim also reflected on the Family’s journey of “closure” and the emotional impact
of the identification of Sam and Eric’s remains and of 13 family members attending the 2010
dedication at the Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery of their named headstones.

Jim also shared that being shown over the Fromelles battlefield by Martial Delebarre led to him
donating Sam and Eric’s medals for display in the Fromelles Museum and that his family had been
pleased to welcome Martial and Catherine to Australia, culminating with a Last Post Ceremony at
the Australian War Memorial in Canberra.

Jim concluded by saying
Sam and Eric and Jim arrived at Fromelles together; they fought there together,
Sam and Eric died there together; they lie there together.
The Wilson family will always remember them.

The family has also been comforted by the commitment by the people of Fromelles and their
children through the care of Sam and Eric’s graves, that the preservation of their memory in
Fromelles is assured for years to come.
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Images supplied by Jim Munday
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Pastor Bob Durbin led a Prayer and Blessing.

A Message from France

The Consul-General for the Republic of
France, Mrs. Anne Boillon, delivered a
Message from France, expressing appreciation
for Australian support since The Great War and
continuing today. As democracies, Australia,
New Zealand, the UK, Belgium and France
have many shared values, as was the case
during the Great War — typified by friendship,
loyalty and what Australians call “mateship”
and we French call “fraternity” —and it is
important that we transmit these values to the
new generations. As war has suddenly returned
to Europe, both Australia and France are
together supporting Ukraine against Russian
aggression with the courage and determination
shared and admired all those years ago. She also paid tribute to the work done at St Clare’s
College, Waverly and saw the strength of the bond between Australia and France today. She
concluded by saying:

“The French people everywhere do remember the sacrifice of the Australian soldiers at Fromelles,
at Villers Bretonneux and on the Somme and the importance of keeping the memory alive. So lest
we forget, long live French-Australian friendship.”

The Epilogue

The Epilogue was delivered by Geoffrey Benn, President Fromelles Association of Australia.

Mr Benn firstly thanked all those who had been involved in organising the Commemoration for
helping to ensure the Battle of Fromelles is never forgotten. Secondly, we remembered the citizen
soldiers who heard the call and took on responsibilities with consequences they did not fully
understand and gave up their vocations to do what they saw as their duty, he then thanked the
current professional soldiers, both full-time and part-time, for their preparedness for taking on the
unforeseen risks and challenges in our technological and dynamic world.
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Geoffrey then observed that the request of the 5th Division veterans in 1966 for the Trustees of the
Memorial to always remember, on the anniversary of the Battle of Fromelles, the service and
sacrifice of their 5th Division comrades who died during the Great War and others who had died
since then, had been honoured each year by the Trustees as we do today.

Geoffrey reflected that the casualty statistics of the Great War are only one aspect of the story of the
AIF with 308,000 AIF soldiers who served in an overseas theatre of war. 137,013 were wounded
with 208,000 hospitalisations, a rate of hospitalisation higher than for other similar sized countries.
The men of the AIF were decimated. Geoffrey indicated that it is now known that in the 10 years
following the end of WW1, another 60,000 of those who returned, died. Geoffrey suggested that we
can only speculate on how many suffered from long term disabilities or became alcoholics, or drug
dependent, or whose families suffered. Many ended their lives only to be buried in unmarked
graves.

Fromelles’ place in Australia’s history is that it was
the first location on the Western Front in France
where Australian soldiers fought the opposing
German forces. More soldiers died in the Battle in a
single 24 hour period, than any other. But these
blunt figures do not tell the family details which
relate to Fromelles. Geoffrey gave the example of
Alexander Mclean and his 2 sons, Alexander and
Victor, who all fought with the 60Bn in the battle.
Alexander (senior) was initially reported missing in
action but later reported safe. Both of his sons were
Killed in Action. Jim Munday today has told us of
the tragedy of the Wilson brothers experience, and
it was a tragedy repeated in many homes across the
country with at least 16 sets of brothers who fought
at Fromelles. Geoffrey then honoured these brothers
and their families by recalling their names.

250 of the soldiers killed in the Battle remained
missing for 91 years until their mass grave dug by
the Germans after the Battle was discovered at Pheasant Wood in 2007 after strong advocacy by
amateur historian Lambis Englezos and his supporters including the FFFAIF. Unusually, the site
next to the Wood had not been disturbed since then — it had been unproductive for farming
(probably due to the lime spread on the bodies and the debris of war buried in some of the pits and
the high water table), overhead powerline pylons straddled the site and a nearby NATO gas pipeline
by-passed the site and no roads or railways have been built in the area.

Geoffrey revealed that within the tragedy of Fromelles there is something unique — an untouched
communal war grave, that through the technological advances of DNA and archaeology, combined
with the meticulous record keeping by the Germans in compliance with the Hague and Geneva
Conventions, families of soldiers killed in the battle have been brought together to understand their
genealogy and family history and their connection to Fromelles. Geoffrey said Fromelles was to his
knowledge, the only battle that we can say today we know collectively the families who are related
back 3 and 4 generations to the soldiers who served together at the Front. More than 3,000
individuals have donated DNA samples in the hope of being able to match one of the remaining 84
soldiers who were buried near Pheasant Wood but do not yet have their own named headstone, as
166 now do.
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Geoffrey concluded that it means collectively we understand who these men were and the impact of
the battle of Fromelles through the generations in a way not possible in other battles. So we know
many of these men, almost like our ancestors did, and we honour them for what they did.

Lest we Forget.

The singing of the National Anthems of France, New Zealand and the United Kingdom and
Australia was led by The Australian Amy Band Sydney Vocalist LCPL Jade O’Halloran
accompanied by MUSN Sean Henderson on piano.

|

Australian Army Band Vocalist LCPL Jade O’Halloran accompanied by MUSN Sean Henderson
singing the National Anthems of France, New Zealand and The United Kingdom

Jade then sang The Recessional to close the Service in the Auditorium as participants, maintaining
physical distancing, passed beneath the Ocular as they moved through the Hall of Service and into
the Hall of Memory.

Vocalist LCPL Jade O’Halloran leads The Recessional and The Hall of Memory viewed through the Ocular above the
Hall of Service.
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Wreath laying, Castmg Commemoratlve Stars and the Last Post Ceremony

Gatherlng for wreath Iaylng in the HaII of Memory
Jill Hayes, FFFAIF Committee Member; Victoria Benz, DVA Deputy Commissioner NSW/ACT; Geoffrey Benn,
President Fromelles Association; Arline Ronsisvalle, Australian World War One Descendants Secretary; Jonathan
Cook, Deputy Consul-General of the UK; LTCOL lan Henderson, Remembrance Driveway Council; WO1 Darryl
Holzhauser, RSM The Australian Army, Joint Ceremonial NSW; Dr Marjorie O'Neill MP, Member for Coogee; Tim
James MP, Member for Willoughby; Anne Boillon, Consul-General Republic of France; Howard Collins, Chief
Operations Officer, Transport for NSW; Michael Caluwaerts, Belgium Consul; Vocalist LCP Jade O’Halloran, The
Australian Army Band Sydney; Jim Munro, FFFAIF President; Unidentified; Bernard Fontaine, representing the
French, Veterans Association of New South Wales; Trevor Edwards; Bill Dobbie, New Zealand Consul-General; John
Thomas, Forgotten Diggers, Phillip Chin, Director, RSLNSW; Roger Selby, President NAJEX; Commodore Michael
Flynn, RUSI NSW; Dr Brendan Nelson, Chair Australian War Memorial Council; Bill Phippen, Australian Railway
Historical Society; Alexander Weilsman, Protocol Manager Transport for NSW & Remembrance Driveway Council.

DVA Deputy Commissioner NSW/ACT, Victoria Benz; President Fromelles Association Geoffrey Benn;
Australian World War One Descendants Secretary, Arline Ronsisvalle; Deputy Consul-General of the UK, Jonathan
Cook; Remembrance Driveway Council, LTCOL lan Henderson; and The Australian Army, Joint Ceremonial RSM,

WO1 Darryl Holzhauser

In the Hall of Memory Dr Marjorie O'Neill MP, Member for Coogee; Tim James MP, Member for Willoughby;
Anne Boillon, Consul-General Republic of France; Howard Collins, Chief Operations Officer, Transport for NSW;
Michael Caluwaerts, Belgium Consul; Marie Gittard, French Veterans Delegate General for Australia; Bernard
Fontaine, representing the French Veterans Association of New South Wales; Bill Dobbie,New Zealand Consul-
General; John Thomas, Forgotten Diggers, Phillip Chin, Director, RSLNSW
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Laying the wreath for the 5™ Division

In 1966, more than 500 veterans of the 5" Division marked the 50" Anniversary of the Battle of
Fromelles with a Parade from the Archibald Fountain and joined about 300 people unable to march
at the Ceremony by the Pool of Reflection at the Anzac Memorial. It was the last Parade for the
veterans. (See Annexure Fromelles 50th Anniversary - A record of the Parade and Ceremony held
in Hyde Park on 19 July 1966 and Extract from Reveille May 1966 and September 1966).

The Parade carried their request to the Trustees of the Anzac Memorial to always remember on 19
July 1916 their 8,100 comrades Killed in Action during the First World War and those who had
died since.

The Trustees agreed to this and each year the 5"
Division AIF Wreath Stand has been brought out to
commemorate the anniversary of the Battle at
Fromelles, usually the 19" July each year and usually
in the France and Belgium niche (there have been
some variations as the Commemoration has grown
and when COVID restrictions were in place).

In acknowledgement of the commitment made in
1966 the Trustees of the Anzac Memorial to honour
the men of the Fifth Division AlIF and the Battle of
Fromelles, a wreath was laid by two representatives
of the Trustees:
Mr Tim James MP, Member for Willoughby
representing
The Hon. Dominic Perrottet MP,
Premier of New South Wales and his
Proxy as Chair of The Anzac
Memorial Trustees, the Minister for
Veterans, The Hon David Elliott MP;
and
Dr Marjorie O’Neill MP, The Member for Coogee, representing The NSW Opposition
Leader, Mr Chris Minns MP and his Proxy as Trustee, the Shadow Minister for
Veterans, Mr Greg Warren MP.
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The wreath in tribute to the 5™ Division AlF.

Lower Images by 7 Network NEWS

Piper Jim Braid, NSW Scottish Regimental
Association Pipes and Drums, supported by Bugler,
Terry McCleary took up his position to play a Lament
during the wreath-laying. Jim Braid is a relative of Sgt
James Dodd 53Bn and Pte Downie Dodd 55Bn KIA
Fromelles.
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Commemorative Wreath laying in Hall of Memory
Master of Ceremonies Darren Mitchell then called forward the following dignitaries to lay their
wreaths together (shown left to right below):

Mr Tim James MP, Member for Willoughby representing
The Hon. Dominic Perrottet MP, Premier of New South Wales and
Chair, The Anzac Memorial Trustees and
the Minister for Veterans, The Hon David Elliott MP laying a wreath on behalf of
the NSW Premier and Government of NSW

Mr Phillip Chin Board Director, for Mr Ray James, President, The Returned and Services
League of Australia NSW Branch, laying a wreath for those who served

> 4

Images by Corﬁ‘mUhiiy Photdaraﬁy, Paul Simadas and 7 Network NEWS

Consul-General Republic of France Mrs. Anne Boillon, laying a wreath on behalf of the
Citizens of France.

Belgium Consul Michael Caluwaerts representing the Ambassador of Belgium, His
Excellency Mr Michel Goffin, laying a wreath on behalf of the Citizens of Belgium.
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Deputy Consul-General of United Kingdom Mr. Jonathan Cook Consul-General of United
Kingdom laying a wreath on behalf of the Citizens of United Kingdom.

Consul-General of New Zealand Mr. Bill Dobbie laying a wreath on behalf of the Citizens
of New Zealand.

WO1 Darryl Holzhauser, Regimental Sergeant Major, Joint Ceremonial NSW of the
Australian Army, laying a wreath on behalf of The Australian Defence Forces for
those who have served and currently serve.

Ms Victoria Benz, Deputy Commissioner NSW & ACT, representing the Department of
Veterans’ Affairs laying a wreath for War Veterans.
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Lt. Col, lan Henderson (th)

Images by Eiom‘munity Photography and 7 Network NEWS

Geoffrey Benn, President, Fromelles Association of Australia with

Arline Ronsisvalle, representing Australian World War One Descendants (AWWOD) laying
a wreath on behalf of World War One descendants;

Fromelles Day 2022 Sydney Souvenir FINAL.doc 18



Howard Collins OBE, Chief Operations Officer, Transport for NSW laying a wreath for the
52 NSW railway and tramway men who died at Fromelles and those who survived.

Jim Munro, President Families and Friends of the First AIF with

The Hon Dr Brendan Nelson AO, Chair, Australian War Memorial Council and Honorary
Member, Families and Friends of the First AIF laying a wreath for the Fallen at
Fromelles

= - | 5'/?
Images by Community Photography and 7 Network NEWS
Annette Tebb, descendant of Ernest Jentsch, 53Bn, KIA Fromelles and honouring Madame
Demassiet and in tribute to those soldiers now lying in Pheasant Wood Cemetery
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Commemorative Stars

Crowning the Hall of Memory is a domed ceiling covered with approximately 120,000 tiny golden
stars, a symbolic representation of the 130,000 men and women from New South Wales who
embarked for overseas service during the Great War.

Descendants who were not able to be invited to physically attend due to the capacity limits applying
at the Anzac Memorial during the pandemic were invited to send the names of soldier they wished
to commemorate. The names of soldiers nominated for commemoration were added to
Commemorative Stars of the same shape and colour as the 120,000 stars fixed in the Dome of Stars
above the Hall of Memory Soldiers commemorated included those some of those soldiers who
enlisted in NSW and who were killed in the Battle of Fromelles, including 52 Railway and
Tramways employees and 11 Jewish soldiers.

Each participant in the Commemoration was given a commemorative star bearing the name of a
New South Wales soldier killed during or died of wounds following the Battle of Fromelles. They
were invited to cast it into the Well of Contemplation following a moment of reflection.

Stars released into the Well are collected and later cremated at Rookwood Cemetery. The ashes are

carried on annual pilgrimages by the Premier’s Anzac Memorial Scholars to the key battlefield sites
of the Western Front, Gallipoli, the Middle East and Asia.
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Commemoratlve Stars Arlene Ronsrsvalle Jonathon Cook Jim Munro, Dr Majorre O'Neill, Tim
James MP, Howard Collins, Anne Boillon, Michael Caluwaerts, Phillip Chin, Bill Dobbie, John
Thomas, Roger Selby, Bernard Fontaine, Alexander Weilsman, Annette Tebb, Bill Phippen, Terry-
Anne O'Neill, Julie Searant, Karen Dawson, Bob Durbin

Commemorative Stars: John Hitchen, Jim Braid, Jim Munday, Trevor Edwards, uidentified guests,
Barbara McGregor Brendan Nelson, NICk Dor

Image by 7 Network NEWS
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Images by Jim Munro and 7 Network NEWS
The sculpture Sacrifice in the Hall of Silence and the Commemorative Stars

N {".' b iy ..? :»; '.
In Silent Contemplation: Tim James MP, Howard Collins, Anne Boillon, Michael Caluwaerts,
Phillip Chin, Bill Dobbie, John Thomas, Roger Selby, Bernard Fontaine, Annette Tebb, Bill
Phippen, Terry-Anne O'Neill, Julie Searant, Karen Dawson, Bob Durbin, Michael Flynn, John

Hitchen, Jim Munday

Thede was recited by Lt. Col. Paul Simadas RFD
Image by 7 Network NEWS
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The Last Post was sounded by Terry McCleary of the Fire and Rescue NSW Band followed by The
Silence and The Rouse. Terry’s wife Leonie is a relative of Captain Archibald Gunter MC, 54" Bn,
Wounded at Fromelles.

= e ‘ 1
The Last Post sounded by Bugler Terry McCleary of the Fire and Rescue NSW Band, supported by
Piper Jim Braid.

Vocalist LCPL Jade O’Halloran leads the Australian National Anthem, also Master of Ceremonies
Darren Mitchell and the Anzac Memorial Eternal Flame

Australian Army Band Vocalist LCPL Jade O’Halloran led the singing of the Australian National
Anthem to conclude the Commemorative Service.
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% AT THE GOING DO
it WE WILL REMEMBER THEM \
B P v XL

y and Jill Hayes

Imabés by Community Photdafabh

Post Commemoration

Following the Commemoration, the wreaths were relocated from the Anzac Memorial to the
ANZAC Chapel at RSL Life Care ANZAC Village at Narrabeen for distribution throughout the
Village for the benefit of residents and staff. Some went to Peter Cosgrove House and were made
into small floral arrangements to be enjoyed by the residents.

ki L

ANZAC Chapel at the RSL Life Care ANZAC Village at Narrabeen Imags by Jim Munro

In Appreciation

Special thanks go to the Trustees of the Anzac Memorial, their staff, and volunteers for facilitating
and assisting in the Commemorative Service. The assistance of the NSW Police Band and the
Australian Army Band Sydney have been more instrumental than usual and has significantly
contributed important components to the Commemorations that would have otherwise been
diminished by the pandemic restrictions. The NSW Police Band provided Drummer Dave
Armstrong to accompany the Commemorative Procession and Vocalist Belinda Parsons was to lead
the singing, as she did in 2020, however on the afternoon before the Commemoration she had to
withdraw. Finding at short notice, an available replacement vocalist with accompanist, who can sing
the French National Anthem in French and the bi-lingual version of the New Zealand National
Anthem as well as the other National Anthems and hymns is a big ask. However, such is the
goodwill between the NSW Police Band and the Australian Army Band Sydney and towards the
Commemoration, that the Australian Army Band Sydney stepped up with Vocalist LCPL Jade
O’Halloran, who had sung at the 2018 Commemoration of the Battles of 3™ Ypres, and piano
accompanist MUSN Sean Henderson. Jade and Sean seamlessly arrived at the Anzac Memorial on
the next morning, set up their equipment and Jade led the singing in a polished performance.
FFFAIF is most grateful and the feedback from participants has been very complimentary of the
Commemoration. FFFAIF also wished Belinda Parsons a speedy return to her work.

Similarly, the presence of the Pastor Bob Durbin, Piper Jim Braid and Bugler Terry McCleary

contributed significantly to the formality and dignity of the commemoration. Thanks also to
Geoffrey Benn for stepping up as the Australian Flag Ensign, who along with the French War
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Veterans’ representative Bernard Fontaine, and NSW Police Band drummer Dave Armstrong lead
the Commemorative Procession under the guidance of Procession Marshall Paul Simadas.

Special Guests, The Honourable Dr Brendan Nelson AO with Mrs Anne Boillon, Consul-General of
France and the other Diplomatic representatives, Harry Allie BEM, Mr Tim James MP and Dr
Marjorie O’Neill MP representing Trustees, and Mr Phillip Chin, Director RSLNSW and Jim
Munday all enriched the Commemoration.

Procession Marshall Paul Simadas, Master of Ceremonies Darren Mitchell and FFFAIF Committee
Member Jill Hayes and Fromelles Association President, Geoffrey Benn helped the
Commemoration run smoothly. Mick Flynn for Community Photography has created a good
photographic record and the 7 Network News team has created a comprehensive video record.
Along with photographs and video recorded by several FFFAIF members, this has enabled this
report and associated web-postings to the FFFAIF website at www.fffaif.org.au and Facebook page
to provide communications to those unable to attend as well as an archival record.. Thanks also to
the 7 Network News team whose 6pm Bulletin report enabled the Commemoration to be shared
with a larger number of people.

Special thanks also to the Organising Committee of FFFAIF Members Margaret Snodgrass OAM,
Darren Mitchell, Jill Hayes, Paul Simadas, Chris Bryett and Geoffrey Benn, Anzac Memorial
Operations Manager Belinda Mitrovich and Visitor Services Coordinator Jim Grey and Event
Service Officer Milan Nettleton, and Warrant Officer Class One Darryl Holzhauser, Regimental
Sergeant Major, Joint Ceremonial NSW of the Australian Army with support from Nick Young in
the NSW Office of Veterans.

A special thanks to the florists who prepared the wreaths as floral tributes, with special appreciation
to Bloomey’s Floral Designs for the 4 wreaths that they supplied. Thanks also to Pastor Bob Durbin
who arranged for the wreaths to be relocated from the Anzac Memorial following the
Commemoration to the RSL Life Care ANZAC Village at Narrabeen to be distributed throughout
the Village for the benefit of residents and staff.

Due to the impact of the pandemic, we missed the company of many regular participants including:

Past President Russell Curley and FFFAIF Committee Member Margaret Snodgrass OAM (who
managed a cameo appearance to receive the Commemorative Procession at the Anzac
Memorial);

Professor The Honourable Dame Marie Bashir, AD CVO, former Governor of New South Wales
and Honorary Member FFFAIF who has participated each year since 2010 (except in 2014
when she was overseas and 2021 due to the COVID restrictions);

FFFAIF Committee Member Chris Bryett who has been heavily involved in the search for the
“missing” of Fromelles,

The NSW Police Band and the Australian Defence Force Flag Orderlies; and

Some representatives of ex-service and descendants’ organisation as well as descendants of the
soldiers of the First AlF.

We know that some held personal commemorations and we hope that they will be able to
participate in future commemoration to honour the service and sacrifice of the soldiers of the First
AIF and their families.

A copy of this report with photographs has been posted to the FFFAIF website at www.fffaif.org.au
and some photographs are at Families and Friends of the First AIF - Home | Facebook for viewing.

Lest We Forget

Jim Munro,

President of FFFAIF July 2022
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Annexure A: Vice Regal Message from

His Excellency General the Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Retd),
Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia

Annexure B: Order of Service

Annexure C: A record of the Parade and Ceremony held in Hyde Park on 19 July
1966
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His Excellency General the Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Retd)

Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia

106™ anniversary of the Battle of Fromelles, Sydney, 19 July 2022

Good morning.

Thank you for your act of remembrance at this 106™ anniversary commemoration of the
Battle of Fromelles.

The Commemorative Procession and Service is an important occasion.

It affords the relatives of soldiers who fought in the Battle and representatives of
France, Belgium, the United Kingdom and New Zealand the opportunity to come
together, pause and honour the service and sacrifice of Australian and British soldiers
on the Western Front in July 1916.

The Battle of Fromelles is very much part of Australia’s story. The Battle saw the
largest loss of Australian life in a 24-hour period — 1,917 soldiers were killed or died of
their wounds. It was the bloodiest of battles and the odds were heavily against us. Our
men charged over open ground into the teeth of German machine gun fire. They
displayed outstanding courage and bravery that has become a hallmark of our Anzac
history.

In paying tribute to those Australians who served, I want to also acknowledge the
impact of their service on families back home and the many silent and unforeseen
sacrifices they were forced to endure.

Lest we forget.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE CANBERRA ACT 2600 AUSTRALIA
TELEPHONE +61(2) 6283 3533 FACSIMILE +61(2) 6281 3760
WWW.GG.GOV.AU



The Digger in the photo is not known.
It is hoped that he will be recognised & his identity restored.
Photo courtesy Sharon Barrett

The Families and Friends of the First AIF Inc (FFFAIF) is a not for profit registered
charitable organisation whose purpose is to commemorate the service, sacrifice and
suffering of the First Australian Imperial Force of The Great War of 1914-18, and of their
families and friends. It is a non-political, non-sectarian and non-racial association of people
who are interested in promoting a better understanding of what the AIF did and stands for.

For further information, please go to .
www.fffaif.org.au |
secretary@fffaif.org.au
PO Box 4245, FORSTER, NSW 2428 ANZAC MEMORIAL

HYDE PARK SYDNEY

Photos: Cobbers — David Meale, Melbourne
Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery — Carole Laignel, Fromelles

FROMELLES DAY
Tuesday 19 July 2022

ORDER OF SERVICE

ANZAC MEMORIAL HYDE PARK SYDNEY
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COMMEMORATIVE PROCESSION FOR
THE BATTLE OF FROMELLES
From the Archibald Fountain to the Anzac Memorial Auditorium
Escorted by NSW Police Band Drummer Dave Armstrong
Australian National Flag bearer Geoffrey Benn, President, Fromelles Association
French National Flag bearer Bernard Fontaine, French Veterans Association of
NSW

Entry of Australian and French National Flags

O Valiant Hearts
Led by The Australian Army Band Sydney Vocalist Musician Jade O’Halloran

WELCOME and
Message from the Governor General
Darren Mitchell, Master of Ceremonies

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Harry Allie BEM
Chair of the NSW Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Veterans Commemoration Service Committee

PROLOGUE
The Honourable Dr. Brendan Nelson AO
Chair, The Australian War Memorial Council

PRAYER
Pastor Bob Durbin
Chaplain, Returned and Services League LifeCare

Abide with Me
Led by NSW Police Band Vocalist Belinda Parsons

FAMILY REFLECTION
Jim Munday for the relatives of
Sam, Eric and Jim Wilson brothers in the 53Bn at Fromelles

PRAYER AND BLESSING
Pastor Bob Durbin

MESSAGE FROM FRANCE
Mrs Anne Boillon
Consul-General for the Republic of France

EPILOGUE
Geoffrey Benn
President, The Fromelles Association of Australia

THE NATIONAL ANTHEMS OF
FRANCE, NEW ZEALAND AND UNITED KINGDOM
Led by The Australian Army Band Sydney Vocalist Musician Jade O’Halloran

Master of Ceremonies outlines arrangements in the Hall of Memory
for the 5 Division wreath-laying, Star Ceremony, Last Post Ceremony and
Australian National Anthem.

The Recessional
Led by The Australian Army Band Sydney Vocalist Musician Jade O’Halloran

PROCEED TO THE HALL OF MEMORY

WREATH LAYING CEREMONY
Lament
Piper Jim Braid, NSW Scottish Regimental Association Pipes and Drums

COMMEMORATIVE STAR CEREMONY

THE ODE
Lt. Colonel Paul Simadas RFD, The Australian Army

THE LAST POST
Bugler Bandsman Terry McCleary
Fire and Rescue New South Wales Band

SILENCE

THE ROUSE
Bugler Bandsman Terry McCleary

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM OF AUSTRALIA




COMMEMORATIOM OF
THE BATTLE OF FROMELLES

O VALIANT HEARTS
O valiant hearts who to your glory came
Through dust of conflict and through battle flame;

Tranquil you lie, your knightly virtue proved,
Your memory hallowed in the land you loved.

Proudly you gathered, rank on rank, to war
As who had heard God’s message from afar;
All you had hoped for, all you had, you gave,

To save mankind—yourselves you scorned to save.

ABIDE WITH ME
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens;
Lord, with me abide;
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me.

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around | see—

O Thou who changest not, abide with me.

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.

Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

THE RECESSIONAL
God of our fathers, known of old,
Lord of our far-flung battle line,
Beneath whose awful hand we hold
Dominion over palm and pine—
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget—Ilest we forget!

The tumult and the shouting dies;
The Captains and the Kings depart:
Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice,
An humble and a contrite heart.
Lord God of Hosts, be with us yet,
Lest we forget—Ilest we forget!

THE NATIONAL ANTHEMS OF
FRANCE, NEW ZEALAND
UNITED KINGDOM AND AUSTRALIA

Le Marseillaise
Allons enfants de la Patrie,
Le jour de gloire est arrivé !
Contre nous de la tyrannie,
L'étendard sanglant est levé,
L'étendard sanglant est levé,
Entendez-vous dans les campagnes
Mugir ces féroces soldats ?
IIs viennent jusque dans vos bras
Egorger vos fils, vos compagnes !

Aux armes, citoyens,
Formez vos bataillons,
Marchons, marchons !

Qu'un sang impur

Abreuve nos sillons !

God Save The Queen
God save our gracious Queen.
Long live our noble Queen
God save the Queen
Send her victorious
Happy and glorious
Long to reign over us
God save the Queen

God Defend New Zealand

E Thowa Atua,

O ngd iwi mdtou rd

Ata whakarangona;
Me aroha noa

Kia hua ko te pai;

Kia tau to atawhai;

Manaakitia mai
Aotearoa

God of Nations at Thy feet,

In the bonds of love we meet,
Hear our voices, we entreat,
God defend our free land.
Guard Pacific's triple star
From the shafts of strife and war,
Make her praises heard afar,
God defend New Zealand

Advance Australia Fair
Australians all let us rejoice
For we are young and free
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil,
Our land is girt by sea
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare,

In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair
In joyful strains then let us sing
Advance Australia Fair




A RECORD OF

THE PARADE AND CEREMONY

WHICH WAS ARRANGED TO
COMMEMORATE
THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF
FROMELLES, THE FIRST OF
THE BATTLES FOUGHT BY
THE A.LF. IN FRANCE

HELD IN
HYDE PARK, SYDNEY
ON
19th JULY, 1966



5th DIVISION A.LF.

The 5th Division A.LF. was the only Australian Division
which participated in the battle of Fromelles, where it
suffered 5,513 casualties in a period of twenty-four hours,
The Division was formed in Egypt during the early
months of 1916 and to the end of the Great War over
8,100 of its Members died on Active Service. The Battle
Honours inscribed on the Regimental Colours of the
Infantry Battalions are

EGYPT
FRANCE AND FLANDERS 1916-18
SOMME 1916-18
FROMELLES
BULLECOURT
YPRES, 1917
PASSCHENDALE
VILLERS BRETONEAUX
MONT ST. QUENTIN
HINDENBURG LINE



THE COMMEMORATION PARADE AND CEREMONY

The Ex-Members of the 5th Division A.LF., and many of their
relatives, also representatives of the Returned Scrvices League, the
War Widows Guild and others participated in the Ceremony of
Remembrance, Many of the Ex-Members and relatives came from other
States and despite the weather conditions which prevailed during the
carlier part of the day, more than 800 veterans were on parade and
many of their comrades whose disabilities prevented their attendance
on the Parade, joined in the Ceremony,

While the men were assembling in Hyde Park near the statue of
Captain Cook, the Eastern Command Band rendered the music of
the songs of the 1914-18 War period and during the interlude which
preceded the March, an oration on the history of the Division was
delivered by Mr. Bryson Taylor from the steps of The Anzac Memorial
Shrine for the benefit of our relatives and the guests who were seated
along the northern end of The Pool of Remembrance. This oration
was followed by the March of the Veterans led by the Band and the
Unit Banners; the column divided when it reached the end of the
pathway and the men took up their positions along both sides of The
Pool of Remembrance facing inward,

The Ceremony of Remembrance commenced at 11 o'clock with
a rendition by the Band of The National Anthem, The Wreath Party
consisting of the Parade Commander, Brigadier W, E. Smith, MC,, ED.,
Major-General L. Beavis, CB., CBE., DSO., Brigadier H. Bachtold,
D50., MC., and Mr. Arthur Hall, VC., moved up the steps to the
entrance to The Shrine and the wreath was laid by Brigadier Bachtold.
The Buglers sounded The Last Post and after observance of The Silence,
Mr. Bryson Taylor recited “In Flanders Ficlds™ which was followed by
“The Ode to the Fallen” and the responses by those on parade; the
Bugler then sounded “Reveille”. The Ceremony at The Shrine
terminated with the playing of the French Mational Anthem. The men
marched away from The Pool of Remembrance to take part in The
Final Tribute where they stood in formation along the pathway which
leads back to the Assembly Arca and faced West during the rendering
by the Band of “The Recessional,”

We who were privileged to participate in this Ceremony  will
always remember with pride and humility the atmosphere of reverence
which was maintained throughout each of its phases.



IN FLANDERS FIELDS

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks still bravely singing, fly
Searce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead.  Short days ago,
We lived, felt dawn, sow sunscl glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw: The torch:
Be yours to hald it high,
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not slecp, thouch poppies grow
In Flanders fields,
Colonel John McCrae.

THE ODE TO THE FALLEN

They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow,

They were staunch to the end. against odds uncounted,

They fell with their faces to the foe.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn,
At the going down of the sun, and in the morming

We will remember them.

Laurence Binyon

feat Cwe grrcrget



STATE

PRESIDENTS

11/3/66—
10.30 a.m.: R.S.L. Co-op. Build-
ing Society Meeting.

6.30 p.m.: Limbleu Soldiers'

Assn. Annual Dinner.
13/3/66—

7 am.: Depart Mascot for

Armidale.

New England District Council
Meeting at Armidale.
14/3/66—
8.40 a.m.: Depart Armidale for
retum to Sydney.

15/3/66—
7.10 a.m.: Depart Mascot for
Canberra.
4.00 p.m.: Meeting Cabinet

Sub-Committee re Pensions.

16/3/66—
9.40 a.m.: Depart Canberra for
return to Sydney.
2.00 p.m.: Depart Sydney for
Nevvcastle District.
5.00 p.m.: Bolton Point Home
Meeting, Newcastle.
17/3/66—
Visited Doyalson-Wyee, Touk-
ley and Ourimbah - Lisarow
Sub-branches and Warnervale
Women's Auxiliary.

18/3/66—
Return to Sydney.

19 3/ 66—
3.00 p.m.: N.S.W. RSL. Youth
Club's 5th Annual Swimming
Carnival, North Sydney Olym-
pic Pool.

20/3/66—

6.30 p.m.: Burvvood R.S.L. Sub-
branch and Club Dinner and
Cabaret.
22/3/66—
12 noon: The Sydney Com-
mittee Annual Meeting.
2.00 p.m.: SutheHand Women's
Auxiliary Luncheon for female
patients from Callan Park.
23/3/66—
12 noon: Interview Acting
Commissioner of Polige.

3.30 p.m.: Interview Minister
for Education re R.S.L. Club
Bursaries.

10

24/3/66—
9.30 a.m.: RSL. Co-op. Build-
ing Society Meeting.
2.00 p.m: Anzac House Trust

meeting
8.00 p.m.: Greek Sub-branch
25th Annual Anniversary
Smoko.

25/3/66—

2.00 p.m.: CivHian Maimed &
Limbless Assn. Dravving No. 44

Art Union.
8.00 p.m.: Homebush - Strath -
field R.S.L Club  Annual

General Meeting and Presen-
tation Certificate of Apprecia-
tion Messrs. W. Watts and R.

Meyer.
27/3/66—
Hurstville  Diggers' Bovvling
Club— Patrons' Day.
30/3/66—
12.15 p.m.: United Returned

Soldiers' Fund meeting.
1/4/66—
12 noon: Intervievv Mr. J. Wis-

dom.

1.00 p.m.: Intervievv Mr. M.
Darby re  Anti-Communism
Campaign.

3.00 p.m.: Aust. Overseas

Forces Amenities & Entertain-
ment Fund Committee Meet-
ing.

6/4/66—
3.00 p.m.: Official Dravving
32nd War Veterans' lottery.
6.30 p.m.: State Executive.

7/4/66—
12 noon: Intervievv Channel 7
re Conscription.
230 p.m.: Intervievv Mr. J.
Wisdom.

8/4/66—

6.30 p.m.: Auburn R.S.L. Sub-
branch and Lions Club Anzac

Dinner.
9/4/66— ? 'Phenes: 2 0308,
7.30 p.m.: Inter Dominion
RS.L. Darts Carnival.
VVelcome to Sydney Dinner—
Dnimmoyne R.S.L. Club.
REVEILLE

FROMEIIES - 50th ANNIVERSARY

Sydney Ceremony Arranged

To commemorate the SOth Anniversary of the Battle of
Fromelles, the 5th Division AXF. will hold a Commemoration
Farade at the Anzac Memorial, Hyde Park, on Tuesday, July 19,

at 11 a.m.

The Parade will take the
form of a March of 400 yards.
It is symbolic of the 400 yards
of “No-Man’s Land”, crossed
under heavy fire to attain the
objective at Fromelles.

Ali Ex-Servicemen of the
5th Division, Ist A.LF., are
asked to assemble at the
Archibald Memorial Fountain,
Hyde Park, and the 400 yards
March will be from there to
the Pool of Remembrance,
where a wreath will be placed
on the Anzac Memorial.

It is expected that many
serving members of this fam-
ous Division from W.W.I will
come from ali parts of the
State to take part in possibly
the last Parade of this nature.

The historical Ceremony will
commemorate the night of
July 19-20, 1916, when the 5th
Australian Division carried
out a gigantic raid at Fromel-
les in Flanders.

It was the first occasion on
which Australian Troops in

France in the Ist World War
were committed to a major
battle, and also the first occa-
sion on which the 5th Division
went into action.

It was a most tragic event
for the Division because the
casualties were very heavy.
Those who are left have
organised this Ceremony to
specially commemorate the
memory of those who fell on
the blood-soaked fields of
Fromelles.

The joint Secretaries of the
5th Division, Ist A.LLF. Asso-
ciation, are Messrs. A. L.
Brown (phone 99-2910) and
W. A. Mason (‘phone 59-2034).

Both have appealed to ali
ex-members of the 5th Divi-
sion to attend this Parade,
and welcome any enquiries
that ex-members wish to
make.

Mr. Mason said that the
Association expected between
1,200 and 1,500 members to
take part.
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ASHWELL & CARROLL KK

184 Mann Street, Gesford (near R.S.L. Club) ¢

20309, 20300 |

Private No.: A. G. (Bert) Ashwell—2 1481

May 2, 1966



Ali vvork is

guaranteed
and backed by a
reputation for
honesty, reliability,
thoroughness.
Safe and expert
service, ali pests,
ali places.

POVVELLS PEST CONTROL
PTY. LTD.

431 Pacific Highway, Artarmon
42 4202

Fifty years ago these men with serious faces were young Diggers of the Fifth Division writing new history
for Australia when its troops went into Battle in France for the first time. At the service to commemorate
the Battle of Fromelles in Hyde Park, Sydney, on July 19, they stood bare-headed in the rain, their faces

NO CANVASSEKS EMPLOYED showing the years in between as they remembered the bloody battle fifty years ago which caused Australia

its highest casualties.

REMEMBER . . .
SHELLEYS FOR CUALITY

¢ SHELLEYS
FAMOUS DRINKS

5th

FROMELLES ANNIVERSARY
PARADE

DIVISION'S CEREMONY

More than 500 former members of the 5th Division, Ist

A.LF., commemorated in Jnly, the 50th Anniversary of their

SOLD EVERYWHERE

During the nights of July
19-20, 1916, the 5th Austra-
lian Division carried out a
gigantic raid at Fromelles in
Flanders and suffered the
heaviest losses ever knovvn
by Australian troops in such
a short period of time.

It vvas the first occasion on

ORANGE DELITE, LEMON DELITE,
GRAPEFRUIT DELITE

Made from Fresh, Ripe Fruit, crushed in our

ovvn Fadory

ALSO TABLE V/ATERS — LEMONADE — which Australian troops in
KOLA — LIME AND SODA — France in the first World
War vvere committed to a

GINGER ALE, Ete. major battle and the first

time the 5th Division did go
® into action.

On the blood-soaked fields
of Flanders, the Division
suffered 5,513 casualties in a
terrific and grim battle.

There were barely 300 sur-
vivors after Fromelles but
they were later joined by 500
other officers and men of the
5th Division who had fought

Factory:

MURRAY STREET, MARRICKVILLE
'Phone: 51 5461 (six lines)

22 REVEILLE

first and most tragic major battle in France.

elsewhere in France. At this
year’s economy, the serious
faces of the men who did
battle 50 years ago vvere most
evident as they marehed
through the rainy vveather in
Hyde Park to honour the
dead.

The marehers, stili proudly
carrying the banners of the
fighting S5th of the Ist A.LF.
marehed through Hyde Park
and lined the Pool of Re-
membrance whilst vvreaths
vvere placed on the Hyde Park
War Memorial.

Brigadiers A. Smith and H
Bachtold and Major-General
A. Beavis laid wreaths assist-
ed by Mr. Arthur Hail, a V.C.
winner of the S5th Division
vvho comes from Coolabah,
N.S.W.

September 1, 1966



	Fromelles Day 2022 Sydney Souvenir FINAL
	Fromelles Day 2022 Sydney HEG GG Vice-Regal message for Commemoration of the Battle of Fromelles
	Fromelles Day 2022 Sydney Order of Service e-copy distribution-FINAL
	Fromelles 50th Anniversary - A record of the Parade and Ceremony held in Hyde Park on 19 July 1966
	A record of the Parade and Ceremony held in Hyde Park on 19 July 1966[1].pdf
	A record of the Parade and Ceremony held in Hyde Park on 19 July 1966[2L].pdf
	A record of the Parade and Ceremony held in Hyde Park on 19 July 1966[2R].pdf
	A record of the Parade and Ceremony held in Hyde Park on 19 July 1966[3].pdf




