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Cover photos: Men in Steele’s Post, Gallipoli (left); Looking up Rest Gully, Gallipoli (right). Photos taken by George 
Francis, 12th Light Horse Regiment Machine Gun Section. George later joined the 4th Machine Gun Squadron and won 
the Military Cross at Es Salt. Photos courtesy of his son, John Francis. 
 
 
June 2005                  No. 11 
 

Magazine of the Families and Friends of the First AIF Inc 



DIGGER 11 CONTENTS 

 

Cover photos: Men in Steele’s Post and Rest Gully, Gallipoli 

 

President’s message 

Trench talk 

Letter from Gallipoli (Pte HA Smythe, 3rd Bn, 

describing the landing) 

Fromelles speech by Les Carlyon (Melbourne 

Shrine, 2004) 

Lieut Victor Hall (alias ‘Harry Danman’), 14th 

Bn 

Gravestones in Bazentin (HO Teague, 2nd 

AFAmb) and Warren, NSW (G Reynolds, 

55th Bn) 

A battlefields tour (by G Franki); includes poem 

written 25/4/1988 

Shells and snipers in France 

Private 2668 Frank Howell, 54th Bn (father of 

GJ Howell, VC) 

The Australian Comforts Fund 

Etched in Stone, Part 10 

 

The thin blue line during the Great War (NSW 

policemen who served) 

Photo of Capt Tyson, Capt Elliot, Capt White of 

the 3rd Bn 

Launch of ‘Wellington’s finest’ 

DIGGER Quiz No. 11, with answers 

Travels of the Anzac Biscuits, 1988 and 1990 

tour reports 

C Neve (12th Bn) – a WWI hero or hoax? 

Photo essay: Visit to Victoria Barracks, Sydney 

Photo of Diggers and civilians in Roubaix, 

Belgium, 1919 

Anzac Day services in France, 2005 

Photo of burial of four Diggers at Outtersteene, 

2005 (see story in DIGGER 12) 

Anzac Day in Sutton Veny, 2005 

Unveiling of John Hamilton VC portrait at 

Miranda RSL Club 
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Cover photo: A Lee Enfield .303 and the flags of France and Australia mark the site in a French field near Merris where the remains 
of Lieutenant Champion, Corporal Corby and two other men of the 3rd Battalion were found by farmer, Jean-Luc Gantois, as he was 
ploughing the soil. In this edition of DIGGER, FFFAIF member and relation of Corporal Corby, John Payne, tells the story of these 
men and their reinterment.  Photo by Jean-Michel Vermuelen. 
 
 
September 2005                 No. 12 
 

Magazine of the Families and Friends of the First AIF Inc 



DIGGER 12 CONTENTS: 

 

Cover photo (b&w): The field near Merris where five Diggers were uncovered 

 

Trench talk 

President's annual report 

Letter from Gallipoli re: CPO EC Perkins, 

RANBT 

Armistice Day accident in Wellington, NSW 

The grave of Sgt HN Fisher, 15th Btn 

The accidental death of Pte L Worthington in 

New York, USA 

A corporal of the 10th LHR (photo) 

‘Lucky thirteen': a story by AE Novice 

Identifying two unknown soldiers: Pte O 

Bartlett, 17th Btn; Pte B Bartlett, 17th Btn 

Etched in Stone, Part 11 

Digger profile: Pte James Inglis, 32nd Btn 

The hell of Fromelles: extract from Bert 

Bishop's book (55th Btn) 

 

Lecture Day photos 

Cooee March re-enactment, Sydney 

Digger Quiz no. 12, with answers 

‘The malingerer', an account by Pte Claude 

Porter, 18th Btn 

Digger profile: Alf Heywood, 1st LHR, 4th DAC, 

Y4A Mortar Bty 

The reinterment of Cpl Ernest Corby, 3rd Btn, in 

Outtersteene Cemetery, France 

Gallipoli landing re-enactment, Obelisk Bay, 

Sydney 1915 

A soldier's letter from the Dardanelles: Pte Bert 

Smythe, 3rd Btn 

Extract from ‘We will remember them' (John 

Laffin) 

Photo of officers and men of the 32nd Btn, WA 
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Ellis Silas, ‘Crusading at Anzac’: Fame, Gallipoli, December 1915 

Fame:- ‘These are Mine.’ 
[The sign says: ‘In Memory of the Australians and New Zealanders who fell at ANZAC.’] 
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Magazine of the Families and Friends of the First AIF Inc 



DIGGER 13 CONTENTS 

 

Cover illustration: ‘Fame - these are mine' by Ellis Silas, 11th Btn 

 

Trench talk 

Civilian headstones of Diggers in Peak Hill 

cemetery 

Compulsory military training 1910-1914 

The AE2: the sub that shaped Gallipoli 

AGM Canberra weekend: photos 

The artillery land on Gallipoli: Gnr B Lyall, 2nd 

FAB 

Digger profile: Gnr Harold Fieldsend, 1st Bty, 1st 

FAB 

Soldiers of Australia, People of Australia (a 

poem by Jean Marie Monka) 

Letters from Cpl Bert Smythe, 3rd Btn (at the 

Dardanelles) 

Order of next-of-kin for medals 

An Anzac's bullet: the accidental shooting of Pte 

Charles McLellan 

The Passchendaele Archives project, Ypres 

Three Tunnellers KIA on 4th November 1918 

(Barrett, Davey, Johnson) 

The Dead Man's Penny and Memorial Scroll 

Death of Gnr Bob Macken, 5th FAB 

Field Punishment system 

Digger profile: Pte Frank Naveau, 5th DAC & 

Russian Relief Force 

‘To a comrade': a poem by GK Leggatt for Mick 

Logan KIA 

Etched in Stone, Part 12 

 

Australians in the Zeebrugge Raid, 23rd April 

1918 

The Cameliers' reputation 

Premature death and aging of AIF veterans 

1919-39 

Digger profile: Lieut Charles R Nicholson, MC, 

17th Btn 

The old war dog (letter extract: Gallipoli 

evacuation) 

Diary by Tpr J Wilde, 1st LHR, reveals link with 

famous ALH grave photo 

A moving epitaph (Pte O Hay, 9th Btn) 

Letter extract re Christmas 1915 (A Thynne, 2nd 

Pioneers) 

Report on John Laffin Scholarship: Bruce 

Scates, UNSW 

The Hamel diorama at Forbes RSL Club 

Aussie bravado leads to own death (Sgt 

Ballantyne, Krithia) 

Unveiling of William Leggett Memorial, 

Goulburn 

Convalescents at Wareham, October 1916 

(group photo) 

Digger Quiz No. 13, with answers 

Cost of WWI infantry kit 

Digger profile: Lieut George H Long, MM, 

MSM, 5th AFA 

Letter from Gnr WJ Duffel 
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March 2006                  No. 14 
 

Magazine of the Families and Friends of the First AIF Inc 



DIGGER 14 CONTENTS 

 

Cover photo: Driver Clyde Overell, 5th MTC, on a Triumph motorcycle 

 

Trench talk 

Signing of John Laffin Travel Prize protocol 

with UNSW 

Digger profile: Pte EJ Lucas, 7th Btn & 1st MG 

Btn 

The meaning of ‘ANZAC' pertaining to the 

Provost Corps 

Wartime experiences of Sgt HJ Yeend, 24th Btn, 

Part 1 

Three Australians buried at St Germain-au-

Mont-d'Or, France 

Using the Nominal Roll 

Private Tom Robinson's War, Part 1 (39th Btn 

bandsman and stretcher-bearer) 

Statistics on the AIF 

Digger profiles: Pte WF Riedy, 1st MG Btn and 

Pte DH Riedy, 45th Btn & AFC 

 

Australian Mining Corps: fundraising venture 

for a Memorial 

Killed by accident: Pte Arthur Lilliendal, 53rd 

Btn 

The William Leggett Memorial, Part 2 (photo 

essay) 

Digger profile: Driver Clyde S Overell, 5th Div 

Motor Transport Company 

‘The Kurrajongs': a book by Ian Small 

Etched in Stone, Part 13 

Digger profile: Trooper William E (Billy) Sing, 

5th LHR 

Diary of Pte Percy Smythe, 3rd Btn, Jan-Mar 

1916 

The Liverpool riots (letter extract describing) 

Digger Quiz No. 14, with answers 
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Cover photo: Men of the Australian Veterinary Corps, Mena Camp, Egypt. Courtesy of member Max Walters, Dubbo, 
whose father Captain CJM (Cec) Walters is the officer in this photo. Note the donkey mascot in the right foreground. 
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Magazine of the Families and Friends of the First AIF Inc 



DIGGER 15 CONTENTS 

 

Cover photo: Men of the Aust Vet Corps in Egypt 

 

Trench talk 

John Laffin Travel Prize presentation 

John Laffin Travel Prize: 2005 Winning essay 

by Sam McSkimming, UNSW 

Staff Sergeant Brooke Almond 

Avoca, Tasmania - a town of heroes 

Digger profile: L/Cpl George F Clarke, MM, 

53rd Btn 

Extracts from the diary (with photos) of Driver 

Clyde S Overell, 5th Motor Transport Coy 

Tom Robinson's War, Part 2 (39th Btn) 

Digger profile: Pte WW Crisdale, 35th Btn 

A letter from Egypt by Gunner E St J (Bob) 

Macken, 15th Bty, 5th FAB 

The same man? A story of courage at Fromelles 

The Dunbars at war (Ernest, Randolph, Charles) 

 

Outtersteene Cemetery in the 1920s (photo) 

Etched in Stone, Part 14 

Unveiling of Murray VC statue 

Digger profile: Pte Andrew TG Cumming, 7th 

Btn 

WWI shelters at Outtersteene, France (current 

day photos) 

Member events at Dubbo and Lithgow 

Diary of Pte Percy Smythe, 3rd Btn, March-June 

1916 

William Leggett Memorial, Part 3 (photo essay) 

Wartime experiences of Sgt HJ Yeend, 24th Btn, 

Part 2 

The death of AG Corbett, AMC 

Digger Quiz No. 15, with answers 
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Lieutenant Gordon Alford, 1st Battalion AIF. 

Wounded at Pozieres 23rd July 1916,  
died of wounds 12th August 1916. 
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Magazine of the Families and Friends of the First AIF Inc 



DIGGER 16 CONTENTS: 

 

Cover photo: Lieut Gordon Alford, 1st Btn 

 

Trench talk 

A letter after Fromelles: Pte AN Crewes, 53rd 

Btn 

Digger profile: Sgt AN Crewes, 53rd Btn 

Tom Robinson's war, Part 3 (39th Btn bandsman 

and stretcher-bearer) 

Childhood memories of a disabled Digger at 

Central Railway 

John Laffin Travel Prize: runner-up essay by 

Sue Crane, UNSW 

Digger profile: Trooper Alvin Stanley, 1st LHR 

The journey of Pte Claude Porter through the 

medical evacuation system 

Ninety years of commemorating Anzac Day 

 

Digger profile: Pte Clement J Garvan, MM, 7th 

Btn 

Wartime experiences of Sgt HJ Yeend, 24th Btn, 

Part 3 

A late casualty of war: Sgt AG Burt, 1st Division 

Intelligence Officer 

Digger profile: Pte Percival C Lucas, 57th Btn 

Account of Pozieres by Pte Percy Smythe, 3rd 

Btn 

Missing no more: Pte William Gravell, 60th Btn 

Etched in Stone, Part 15 

Digger Quiz No. 16, with answers 
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�1
A group of fresh recruits, probably at Liverpool Camp in January 1915. Only one soldier has a uniform – the rest are in civilian 
clothes as though they have just arrived in camp. Fresh enlistments were called ‘Marmalades’ from their fondness for army-issue 
marmalade jam. The men are pictured with mugs of tea and slices of bread covered with IXL jam. The soldier standing fifth from the 
left is Francis Ryan Darmody, who enlisted on 11th January – possibly the day the photo was taken. Francis Darmody is profiled in 
this issue. [Photo courtesy of member Steven Darmody] 
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DIGGER 17 CONTENTS: 
 

Cover photo: Fresh recruits at Liverpool Camp, January 1915 

 

Trench talk 

Digger profile: Gnr Andrew Gray, 56th Siege 

Battery 

Deaths of Pte Lacey and Sgt Delbridge, 48th Btn 

Anzac Day at Baverstock, Salisbury Plains, 

2006 (with photos) 

Digger profile: Pte Francis R Darmody, 1st Btn 

John Laffin Travel Prize: runner-up essay by 

Patrick Moloney, UNSW 

Sgt Albert G Burt, 1st Anzac Intelligence Dept 

The death of Pte James Cowan, 48th Btn 

Digger profile: Pte CEW Hyde, 4th DAC 

Letter from Trooper W Fair Jones, 12th LHR 

 

Digger profile: Cpl W Fair Jones, 12th LHR & 

36th Coy ASC 

Obituary notice for RC Werrett, 22nd Btn 

Letter and profile: Cpl Will Holtham, 8th MG 

Coy, later Lieut. AFC 

Wartime experiences of Sgt HJ Yeend, 24th Btn, 

Part 4 
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17th Btn 

Etched in Stone, Part 16 

Digger Quiz no. 17, with answers 

2006 AGM report with photos 
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