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Photo: Machine gunners of the 12
th
 Reinforcements for the 5

th
 Machine Gun Company in training at 

Seymour camp, Victoria. The soldier behind the Vickers machine gun wearing the cap is Francis Townsend. 

Photo contributed by Jennie Rediger of Uralla, who is the niece of Frank. 
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Answers to DIGGER Quiz No. 33 
1. John Meredith, who is perhaps better known for his contribution to Australian folk music. 

2. Leslie Greenleaf was the youngest Gilgandra Coo-ee and the last marcher to pass away. He was awarded the MM. 

3. RG (Dick) Hitchen had the idea of the March but it was his brother, WT (Bill) Hitchen, who put the idea into effect. 

4. The State Recruiting Board and the Defence Department were not impressed with the idea of a march, thinking it would be „too 

costly and cumbersome, and would not be an effective means of getting volunteers‟. 

5. The Gilgandra Recruiting Association decided to ignore the official critics and proceed with the march. 

6. The timetable assumed an average march of ten miles (16km) a day. 

7. The Coo-ee March began on Sunday, 10th October 1915. 

8. Wellington provided the largest number of volunteers. 

9. New haversacks and military greatcoats. 

10. Blue dungaree overalls and white floppy hats. 

11. A bushfire. 

12. „Hitchen‟s Own‟. 

13. Thirty-two. 

14. Harefield, UK. Bill died of illness before reaching the Western Front. (Most of the Coo-ees served with the 13th and 45th 

Battalions.)  

15. Brian Bywater. Brian‟s collection is a must-see if you are in the area, as is the excellent Coo-ee March display at the Gilgandra 

Tourist Information Centre.   
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The FFFAIF Committee of Management offers members and their families  
best wishes for a safe and enjoyable holiday season and for ongoing good health and prosperity 

 in the New Year. 

 
 

 
DIGGER 33 contents 

 
Cover photo: 12

th
 Reinf for 5

th
 MG Company  1 Kenmore museum closure/Kenmore memorial 49 

Trench Talk & contact/membership details 2 Pte William Doyle, 33
rd

 Bn 50-55 

Lieuts William and Albert Watson, 48
th

 Bn 3-9 Bullecourt Memorial to the Missing extension 55 

The Lord Howe Island war memorial 10 Pte Joe „Scottie‟ Baxter, 21
st
 Bn  56-57 

Cpl Arthur Carson/Carlson DCM MM, 2
nd

 Bn 11-13 Pte Roy Loader, 10
th

 & 43
rd

 Bns/Home Service 58-59 

Tribute to the late Robin Corfield 13 Telling it like it really was (re: censorship) 60-62 

Pte Robert Crosthwaite, 2
nd

 Pioneer Bn 14 Three unidentified men of the 5
th

 Div (photo) 62 

Brett‟s tour of Gallipoli and Western Front 15-21 Battle-cruiser HMAS Australia 63-65 

28
th

 and 51
st
 Battalion unit histories  21 L/Cpl David Leslie Greer, 14

th
 Bn 66-67 

Private John Morley, 31
st
 Bn 22 Trooper Bert Lyon and „Rexona‟ 68-70 

„Brave Jack Morley‟ (poem) 23 Martin Place commemoration, 11
th

 November 70 

Private AJ Mather & Prowse Point Cemetery 24-26 Sapper Cornelius Strachan, 9
th

 FCE 71-72 

Pte Ethelbert Robinson, Cyclist Battalion 27-31 RQMS Eric Sneesby, 30
th

 Bn 73-74 

Pte Francis McKay, 14
th

 Machine Gun Coy 32 Temp Sergt John Meehan MM, 17
th

 Bn 75-76 

The unidentified 60
th

 Bn lieutenant at V-B 33-36 Remembrance Day & „Fromelles Retrospective‟ 76-77 

FFFAIF committee of management for 2010/11 36 Etched in Stone 78 

6
th

 Broad Gauge Railway Operating Company 37-44 DIGGER Quiz No. 33 („Coo-ee march‟) 79 

„Reflections on the Western Front‟ (poem) 44 Shrapnel Charlie‟s Diggers at Hamel memorial 79 

Captain James Osborne, 4
th

 Bn & British forces 45-46 „Brothers-in-Arms‟ (planned memorial) 79 

Pte Alan Johnson, 28
th

 Bn 47-49 Answers to DIGGER Quiz No. 33 80 
 

 

 

 

DIGGER is printed in Dubbo by the Colour Copy Shop 
For a top quality printing job at the right price, wherever you live, contact 

Aaron McMillan at e-mail: pc@dubsec.com.au 

or phone: 02 6884 5577 

or visit the Colour Copy Shop website: www.dubsec.com.au 

 

 

mailto:pc@dubsec.com.au



