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Trench talk

Graeme Hosken
This issue
Over the yearsDIGGERhas been fortunate to have access to previously unpublished letters and diaries of
WWI soldiers. This bumper issue features three articles where readers are given an insight into the thoughts
and experiences of Diggers through their own words. Inthisway,w an , get to know t h¢
their service and sacrifice even more. Enjoy our tk8dyenth issue and the many stories it contains.
New members
Welcome taJohn Cahir, Patricia CliffordBernard CurtinAndrea Gerrardlan McKenzie, Valerie McKeon,
Roland Rayfield, John TognolinRosalie TrioloMichael Wells, Graham Williams and David Wright.
Bouncing e-mails
Our secretary Chris Munro reports thahails sent to the lastnown email addresses of some members are
still bouncing back as the address is no longer current. Whilehinlk Chris has your -enail address, you
may be wrongin that assumptiarFollow these step@ight now)to help the committee better communicate
with members: (1) proceed to your computeismart phone/iPadnd open your-eail program (2) type
membership@fffaif.org.at nt o t h g3) type into thd swmbject box: This is the curremial address
of [insert your name](4) hit,,send. Easy Thank you, yu can now continue with your reading@iGGER
Australian War Graves Photographic Archive
The Australian War Graves Photographic Archive was begun in 2000 by Matt Smith, and is committed to
procuring a digital photograph of every Australiaar grave and memorial commemoration; worldwide.
This commitment stems from respect for the supreme sacrifice made by our Australian servicemen and
women. More than 10200 Australian military personnel are commemorated in 83 countries throughout the
world. The photographs procured throughout this project are being used to populate the searchable database.
The formation of this web site can be seen as an attempt to increase the accessibility of information and
images related to Australian war graves andhorgals to the missing from places deemed quite inaccessible.
Every Australian will be able to access the website, locate an individual war grave or commemoration via the
search engine, and peruse information pertaining to that war casualty and leaval pgysonemorative
messages for posterity. The project has employed many hundreds of willing volunteers, and is a tetally non
profit endeavour. Any funding, contributions or assistance is utilised in a manner totally befitting the
memory of our brave foreber s . In the |l ead up to the ,Centenar)
anniversaries, we are proud to now have this important resource. AWGPA has a presence on Facebook,
while the website (still undergoing photo developmengwsv.australianwargraves.artBac h s ol di er ©
(found after entering key words into the search box/es) features a map showing the location of the, cemetery

and an interesting feature i sd"t hteh ewahye aydosut ochaen o,rz o
getaclosaip vVvi ew. Matt would I|ike to thank al/l his si
Power front . |t has been a ,l abour of respect for

Matt via the website to volunteer, contribute images or leave messages.

The good and the bad, juxtaposed

I n t he Spring i ssue of ., Vet affairs?®", on t the sam
», Fighting Nineteenth®" b ¢ Davié Witsan wkile théafolloweng wsairt theh e w s
Medal s Lost & Foun dtFN Lipdeonhtm, 19" Baitdlion MAWVI, $taen fioenmy house
including the MC he was awar deddlsara foundHanchrgtarmedto Wéro d * .

rightful owner.

Copyright © DIGGER 2011. All material inDIGGER s copyright. Subject to the fair dealing provisions of the Copyright Act 1968, reproduction in any form is not
permitted without written permission of the Editor or AuthoB8GGERis publishedfour times per year and is available to members only. Images from the AWM are
downloaded with kind permission of the eSales unit. Contributions of possible articles and illustrative matet@GBR and any feedback should be senGimeme
Hosken, Editor of DIGGER, 2 Colony Crescent, Dubbo NSW 283@r emailed to ghoskenaif@bigpond.canrMembership inquiries should be forwarded to
Membership Secretary FFFAIF Inc, PO Box 4208, Oatley West NSVZ223 (Australia) or email to membership@fffaif.org.auStandard membership is $50 pa and
concessional membership (students, under 18s, seniors) is $40 pa. Family membership is $50 for the first memi@efortreaci$additional member residing at the
same address. Only one copy of DIGGER is included with each Family Membesghipnd two or three year memberships are availablmembership form can be
downloaded from our websiteaww.fffaif.org.au Telephone inquiriescan be made t0448 56 634.Please leave a message if not answered.
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Private 6322 William Henry McKenzie, 3" Battalion
Norma MeadleyNarromine with Graeme Hosken, Dubbo.

Wi lliam He McKenzié @Wyiwlalsd6 born at ,Bundabul | a"Afgasst “, B
1892 to William Henry McKenzie and Rose Ann Seary. At the time of his enlistment in th&\#liam
was engaged tthe McKenzie family governess, Miss Amy Saunders, who was teda ng on hi s f
property, , Goodwi n" , Bokhira Creek, Brewarrina.
Will enlisted into the army on 18May 1916 at Dubbo, where he was recorded as a horse breaker,
aged 23 years and 8 mont hs. Wwithdarkcamplexoh, bl6e"eyessnd t a | |
black hair.
Will was allocated to the JDReinforcements for the®Battalion (£' Brigade, NSW) when he left
Dubbo depot for Liverpool camp on"8une. He sailed from Sydney on tBaripideson 9" September
1916, arriving in Plymouth on #8ctober. Afterspending time training camps at Bovington, Fovant and
Lark Hill, Will proceeded overseas to France off E&bruary 1917.
Before his departure from Australia, Amy presented Will with a snw#book, which he would use
as his diary while awayee WWNriitttiemg oWa It ITeWillfwitivdaps od
from Amy, Hilton Villa, Rosalind Street, North Sydn@w. the inside cover of the diaWill pencilled the
following: If | fall will the finders of this kindly send it to Miss A. Saunders, Hilton Villa, Rosalind Street,
North Sydney and oblige a comrade.
McKenzie
3rd Battalion.

Al ong with some photos, |l etter s anedperigrcastincEagtandds , Wi
France and Belgium. Here is his story.

Postcard to his brothers
3 January, 1917
My dear boys,

It is some time now since | wrote you a few lines, and | suppose yq
calling me all kinds of fancy names for not writing. How are you getting along
you do much riding? | suppose you will all be able to ride a buck when | go
Have you been onddny yetJoe? | will give the horses something when | go ba
miss them very much and sometimes would give anything to be on a goo(
again. Well boys, | suppose if Amy goes up there you will give her a lovely {
fancy | can hear you teachiriger. You want to look out for her though she is a b
a charger. Well be good boys, much love tofadim your loving brother Will.

On the front of the post card is a photo of a koala with a baby on its back. W|
written the name of Don on the ¢ bear, and Joe on the smaller. He wrote be
the photo:The little chap puts me in mind of you Jaden you used to be ridin
Don to afinish. | suppose you are still as wild as ever.

On the same day as Will filled out the postcard, he wroteax tethis sisters:

Your loving letters came some days ago and words cannot express my pleasure at getting them, also
Mot her 6 s, whi ch | answered straight away, so if i
time before you getthis. lals got a nice | ong |l etter from you Dai
Amy on the same day, and although we were working all day, it was a Happy New Year for me for | had
good news from you all.

| think | told you all about Xmas in my last letter. There is nothing to tell about New Year for it was
no different as far as we were concerned to any other time, they gave us no leave, have not granted any since
we had our four days in London. Glad yoadhheard from Albert Lin. | have written to him twice but have
not got a reply vyet. I would | ike to know Bertods
boyés Dais, if he comes.

It is no use looking for anyone here unless you have aressidt would be like looking for a needle
in a hay stack for there are Australians here in the thousands. There was five boat loads came a few days
before New Year, so some of the boys may be among that lot. Amy was saying Arch fefi@n &a he
should be close now. She says he is going to try and get with me when he comes over. | hope he does for |
would not wish for a better mate.
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My photos have not turned up yet, | think they have gone astray. | think | told you | got taken with
Joe Simpson, #t boy who is taken with Chas.

Well girls, | canét get over that wedding you
eye to the keyhole when it is coming off, but | [
vaccinatonand so f or being Best Ma n, oh no! Not this
guite enough for me, and then it was a case of #l

Anyway, all | can say is they have had a pretty tiga of each other, and they ought to know the and
outsof things by now, there is nothing like try before you buy, so after all they must be very wise people. You

can shower all kinds of Il oving thithgreyeoupwithhgam f or

of my loving old boots, and if you had a pair of the boots | have now you would have a good chance of doing

that, for there are nails in them |ike bull ds eye
Am very glad you were still having some rain up there when yoteuaist; also very pleased to

hear it was keeping so cool, but I 61 1 bet it is |

us, though since just before Xmas it has not been half so cold as it was. We have actually not seen snow or
ice fornearly a fortnight.

No Dai s, I never thought of your birthday. I n
even mother ds. Théraidgs it hred twoirts? Ao thtavtimagt ot her
dondét wawmdr rty Yyeu, iwe are taught to forgive our A

person more than ever now; your prayers may be needed.

Well dearest ones, | will end this jaw for this time. Be sure Lin and Dais that one of you stay at home
with mother. No need to tell you to stay, Barn, Jess and Myra, for | know no one would run off with you
unlessitwas avemgark nightand t hen hedéd only keep you til!]l it

Dearest love to you all and hoping and trusting you are all in the bémstadih.

Yours ever lovingly

Will.
P.S. When addressing your letters do the same as before but put C. Coy somewhere on the envelope as that i
the name of our Company, and it may be some aid to the delivery of the letters when we go to France. Have
not heard when we are likely to go, think we have taken ro@t lh@ve Will. XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

Above: Some of the2d" Reinforcements for thé“Battalion AIF. This photo was taken at Wareham, UK.
Will is the fourth soldierstandingirom the leftin the back row (unddheletters, B A" )
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Will wrote a short note to accompany this photo:

Letter to Wi Il 6s uncle and aunt, Wal t er and Boad
This is a snapshot of some of the boys in our battalion and myself. Nanam oil paintings. Suppose you
will be able to pick my ugly dial. Hoping you are all well and wishing yourselves, children and all at B.C.E.
a Merry Xmas and a bright and Happy New Year, and with love to all from your fond nephew, Will.
P.S. Will wrte you a long letter and tell what | tikirof Englandwhere we get hototd, sunshine, rain, wind
and calm all in one day and every day.

Will began writing in his notebook the day before he left for Fraji¢ete: some minor changes have been

made tospelling and punctuatioim placesi Ed.]

14" Feb., 1917Left Lark Hill for France at 8 p.m. after seven hours travelling by foot and train, arrived at
Folkestone at 3 a.m15" February, 1917 where we are billeted waiting for the transport to take us
overseas. Put in a few cold hours in the billet in the early hours of this morning. Having no blankets we had
to lay down on the bare boards. Had to make a second attempt to get up owing fookeimgp the floor

and what do you think, the Bugler had the audaci

mar ched through the dark night, mu [thdre Wallxiscprobablyne n t
alluding to German submarisg Boarded the boat SS o6 Viacntdordtadddmed out at
destroyers racing al/l around wus, arrived safely a

a ten mile walk to our billets, but in reality | should say was about thiles, seemed longer to us owing to

being all uphill walking.

16" February, 1917Was awakened this morning by hearing army bully beef or biscuits, and on looking out

of the tent saw an old French dame with a greasy red bag gathering up scraps oft foeet ieom the
night*®s meal ; this being my first i mpression of
walked six miles, were then yarded into cattle trucks and left there fen $®wrs, then made a move, and
arrived at Etaples aboutidnight. What struck me as being rather funny was the fact of being fedllgn

beef and yarded into cattle trucks. This is said to be the largest military camp in the world; there are all kinds,
colours and nationalities of troops here.

17" February, 1917Have been busy all day; have been issued with new rifles & bayonets so we are now
ready for the fray. Must say a word about Boulogne; have heard and read a lot of it, but was very
disappointed with it, for as far as veaw of it, it seemed a very dirtevil smelling place, and as far as the
pretty girls of France is concerned, well there was certainly none of them to be seen in Boulogne while we
were there. There seems to be a big majority of the poorer class there.

18" February, 1917 Today is Sundg but wec a n “ t l eave the camps. Al t hou
only half a mile away, no leave is granted. Later vienta walk around the camp agdme across a lot of

fruit and fancy good stalls where there were a great assortment of soldidréaliatno idea if it was the

fruit, fancy goods or the stall owners that was drawing the crowd, but | can tell you all hands were enjoying
themselves teasing Madamselle [sic], who seems to be a very dangerous little machine when put into motion.
19" February, 1917Am t hi nking by the ti me we get balully home
beef, trucked irbull waggons and today were sent to the Bull Ring. The Bull Ring by theésihg place we

get our final training. One of the instructocsr as we call t hem, .{Bvaidy T a me
have broken our moth&rth e ar t s, but we were not going to break
of the Australians asked him if he hsaidthecAustraliant r ai n
,have a go at wus, and you"ll find we are worse th
Went to a concert tonight by Madame Someone, I f cC

So big, one could only see a little of her at a time. All the séimeave us a very nice entertainment.

20" February, 19171t has been raining heavily all day, but we have been out all day shooting on the range.
One thing that takes my eye in Francenismatter how wet the day is, there is always a great many women
tramping the roads with big baskets or bundles on their backs and whenever | see them going along bending
under their loads, | thank God that our women in Australia do not have to do the same. There is also a stream
of poor worriedlooking little childrenfollowing us about all day with baskets full of chocolates and fruit.
Ended the day by going to another concert.

21* February, 1917 Spent most of the day among poisonous gas and tear gas and it was very laughable to
see the boys coming out of the trerelvdth their eyes streaming with tears. Played in a euchre and crib
tournament tonight, but our battalion only gét grize. The chaplain who gave the prizes also gave us
refreshments. He also had a big tin of lollies which he intended sharing amongytées,pbut owing to

some very kind gent ,lifting them® when we were a
That is one little instance of the comradeship showed among the British troops.
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22" February, 1917 Spent most of the day inspecting and getting a general idea of our future homes, the
trenches.

23 February, 1917Have been out all day and half the night, all day on a route march and half the night
taking over trenches.

24”‘February, 1917Wentoutgai n to be tamed by the ,Bullill,l Tamer
Battn en masse and bombing

25" February, 1917Went on dental parade this morning, so have missed theRigl for once. It is a

lovely day, and makes one think of better things thian and also of better places than France. So far | have
got no mail from Aust. since arrival here. So far | have had no leave here so my knowledge of this part of the
world is confined to a Military Camp.

26", 27" & 28" February, 1917We had the usl Bull Ring Parade.

15'& 2™ March, 1917Nothing of any note happened.

Francei 1°*March, 1917
My Darling Mother,

Candét write long | ette
would very much | ike to g
for | have stacks teetl you, but will have to store it all up ti
the time comes along when | will get a chance of sending
a nice long letter. | sincerely hope your dear self, Dad
all are well, am pleased to say | am O.K. and doing well
rain here at the end ahe week | will try and send you
small parcel, but if we are leaving before then will send

i ;d.,,‘ another card. My one prayer Mum Dear is that you are
S worrying over me, will write as often as possible. With
the love of your always loving son, Will

3“ March, 1917 Went on a route march with the usual stream of women and children following us with
baskets of fruit and sweets and | must say they are more fond of walking and carrying sacks than the average
Australian soldier.

4™ March, 1917 Were warned to go up the line to join our Battn. Had a medical inspection and got things
ready for a move. The nice sunshiny dayshage been having tia changed to overcast skies and cutting

winds.

5™ March, 1917 Still at Etaples, but expect to be ggitomorrow morning. Been issued with everything,

even our steel hats. Got seven letters last night, so today am quite happy. The cold change has brought a very
heavy fall of snow, and one is afraid to move outside the tents. There are bombardmentseesemtivh
snowballs. Went to a very interesting Lantbroture of Jerusalem.

6™ March, 1917 Still at Etaples. Having quite a holiday as far as work is concerned, waiting for the word to

go to the front. Have been on cookhouse fatigue all day, by tee tih get back I-of-dlHd be
trades.Onehas to be everything in the army. Went up to the Catholic Club tonight and found it has been put
out of bounds to Australians ( p-caversorté\to get onavithiosh ) .  We
people anyway. | found the priest, went to Confession and Holy Communion, and then asked him the reason
why the place was out of bounds to us, but it seems he knew nothing about it and was qugtslsuhenm |

escorted him up anaghowed him the not&e o n t he door . It said ., Out
Recommendations® . T h are D@ unctearets be amoagt thern; inifactlon geténg a lot

P ; 5 of Tommies wild yesterday by snowballing them till

they looked like icebergs, they informed us we weaye n

good whatever to England. That weere only in the

way of good men when we had to fight in earnest and

that it took us all our timéousingourselves, what a
pedigree. Have just come from a Lant&oture on old
Stonehenge and Avesbury Temples, botlwbich are

between four and five thousand years old. | like getting

all the knowledge | can of these old historical places.

[Left: Postcard of Stonehenge f
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7" March, 19177Have been , Spud Bar b®rfgeank “gener al hel p t
8" March, 1917 Up before daybreak, andft Etaples to get a little nearer Fritz in a blinding snowstorm.
Arrived this afternoon at what was once the town of Albert but what is now a shell broken ruin. What struck
me most was the Cathedral Towerigbhis about 100 feet high, although much battered and broken, still
stands, but the brass monument of a woman which is on the top of it has been blown over by shells and she
now leans outward with her arms stretched across the street. We are billetad iout have no blankets so

we are in for an enjoyable night. The snow has ceased but the cold winds reign supreme. The guns are to be
heard quite plainly, booming like thunder.

9" March, 1917 Left Albert this morning, 8 and marched to a place called Court Farm. The snow has
again commenced in earnest

[Page 14 missing].. ni ght just as a gentle reminder but so f
13" March, 1917 More drill, nothing fresh to note.
14" March, 1917Joinedte bombi ng section, so as well as a rif

15" March, 19170n guard and had a lively time, what with doing duty as a guard and fighting the chats as
all soldiers do.

16" March, 1917 Moved further back from the firing i ne, and are now billete
awaiting further orders. The war news seems to be good on all sides and we have just heard that Bapaume
has fallen to us.

17" March, 1917 Nothing fresh, we drill hal all day andsleep hard at night.

18" March, 1917 Being Sunday had a look around this village, which by the way is called Dernancourt, but

it is so tumble down and deadly it is not worth writing about.

19" March, 1917 More drill.

20" March, 1917 Route march

2% March,1917Dr i |l again. There is a great rush to the
news lately has been very encouraging.

22" March, 1917 On the move again, moving still further back from the Somme frontier and are now
billeted in a village déed Ribemont where there is a little more sign of civilisation. Got a surprise visit from
Albert Norton last night who is now in the*Battn.

23% March, 1917Commenced drill again. Our Batisgiving a concert tonight and the performers are to be
heard clearing their throats for the occasion.

24" March, 1917 The concert was a great success, nothing fresh

25" March, 1917 Still as usual

26" March, 1917 Went to a boxing contest betweatbert NortonandMellish [Dvr 402 Harry John]the

latter being over a stone the heavier. It was a very good fight, but was won pretty elkitydoy

27", 28" 29" & 30™ March, 1917 These days are so much alike that | thought | would sum theap all

, tsh"u: Dri |l |, s and snbwi. n e , rai n, wi nd
31 March, 1917 Our cmmpany have been on fatigue work today filling in some of the old trenches around
her e. I f it hadn®"t been for the one thougtothet hat

front line in the next few days, one would have been inclined to believe the war was over.

1% April, 1917 Had just made arrangements after church parade to spend the remainder of the day having a
look around some of the several villages whichciwse around here, when | was warned for town piquet, so

t hat made a f ool of me and my ar r[apnigFeaneln“ts , Dadw.t |
2" April, 1917 A review.

3 April, 1917 Moving again, marched twelve miles with full packsniud up to our boot tops, moving up

to the front lines.

4" April, 1917A day that will be remembered by us all, ma
[Page 19 missing].. whi ch |l anded in the cutting and very c¢l
is a lovely day, and the aeroplanes are taking advantage of it, we have seen some very good fights between
them this morning, several have been brought doMeare & present enjoying the sunshine. Tonight we are

going to try and get in holds with the enemy.

7™ April, 1917 Last night a party of thirty of us went to try and hurt Fritz up. After advancing about two
miles we got into a pretty warm nest of them, amding to his rifle and machingun fire, and the smallness

of our party, we had to retire, but we had got the information we were sent out to get re his position and
tonight we are goingtotryandir i ve him back. As far aseswerednave h
killed and one wounded. The roar of the big guns as | write this is almost deafening.

8™ April, 1917 Some heavy fighting took place last night; tiieBhttalion seemed to get the brunt of it. Our

Batt. advanced over a mile. We are now dughout 5 000 yards from a village which we are going to try
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and take tonighHermies]. It is all open fighting now, there are no trenches.

9™ April, 1917 In the small hours of this morning, after standing to arms alll ...

[Page 22 missing].. 140 yards othe enemy lines and dug ourselvesimder a blood curdling machigein

fire, but luckily we only had one casualty.

14" April, 1917 We stood to arms all day and night in the rain which seems to have no ending.

15" April, 1917 In the small hours of teimorning, Fritz attacked us in hundreds, but we drove him back,
leaving hundreds of dead and wounded behind him. We suffered little loss. But under @®edCross

flag and stretchebearers, theyfew lines missing]... into position before it got ligt enough for us to see

their move. All day they fired on us, killing and wounding many. On the night'dfvE6were relieved, still

in the drenching rain, and were sent back to close supports. Sent a little further back to the second support
line where ve are like rabbits scratching in the side of a bank to get out of the rain which is still coming
down heavily.

[At this point it is worthwhile referring to thé“®Battalion unit history for a description of these events:

60At t hat hour o(5#ataoon (BZLonmpany)tthe ynosoatlvanded and isolated of the battalion,
observed the enemy massing in front of their own bawiesl and gave the alarm. Lieut Geoff Leslie, the
platoon commander, with characteristic coolness, lost no time in arrarfginghe bringing of all the
defensive forces of the battalion into play. Five minutes later No. 5 Platoon was attacked fiercely. Its
successful defence was due in great measure to the splendid work of the Lewis gun section under Corporal
W Marshall. Marsh# kept his gun in action continuously for about two hours, rushing it from one end of the
trench to the other, wherever the attack was strongest. On several occasions the gun was mounted on the
parados and fire was brought to bear on enemy parties widdhprerced the Australian line further north.
Rifle-grenades were also used with great effect, four nicely placed along a line of Germans, sending 20 or
more of the enemy helterk e | t er back to their own trenchas ¢é A
disorder, many of their wounded crawling away. The dead and wounded lying out in front ¢t the 3
Battalion posts were estimated at 200.

6 é After daybreak the Ger mans blegersiconing outvath Red ct  t
Cross flagsOur own wounded were sent back at the same time. Before long, however, the Germans who had
retired were seen to be digging in behind their stretdbesrers, about a hundred yards or so away. Fire

was immediately directed on them, with the result that twGer man machi ne guns ope
post, wounding Dilll and three of his NCOs ¢é Duri
CompanyO6s postgsunundere,machhilree t he battalion gener a

17" and 18" April, 1917 Still in support.

19" April, 1917 Still in supports. Had our first shave and wash today since Apahti last night was our

first sleep since that date.

20" April, 1917 The Germans sent some of our boys over an attack of liquid fire. We evened things up by
sending him a gas attack in the early hours of the morning of th@©nlthe night of 21we again moved up

to the firing line where we put in Z2and 23" Had afairly quiet time and were relieved on the night of' 28

came back to support where we are getting more than our share of shells. On the nighivefv@dre

relieved by the Tommies and the Brigade moved back about 5 miles. | was one left up thefdinguen

was taken prisoner by the Tommies, who said we were German spies. Moved about five miles further back
on 28" and have just got word to go back into supports again tonight, 26

France 2% April, 1917

My Dearest Mother,

Just a card to let ywo see | am O.K. and sincerely trust your dear self,
and all are in the best of health. | wrote to you about a week ago frol
trenches, hope you got it alright. | have had several letters from you all
| last wrote, the latest being dated"26ebruary and had one from An|
dated £ March. Glad to hear you were having a good season over thers
year. As for wus we are simply t
you a long letter this time Mother Dearest, but | know you will be pletas
get even a few lines from me. We are out of the trenches, will write t
again as soon as possible.

With dearest love to yourself and alll,

Yourever loving sonWill.
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27" April, 1917 In supports to % Division.

28" April, 1917 Were relieveddnight andwent back about four miles 99Had. a rest, and on B@vere

sent back again to support th¥ Rivision. Thus ends the month of April, 1917, which has been a month of
much hard work, suffering and bloodshed for us all.

1° May, 1917A beautiful sunshiny day. Fritz has been keeping in touch with us by sending some big shells
over; he succeeded in blowing up one of our batteries, killing and wounding over twenty men, but our guns
send back about ten shells to his one.

2" May, 1917We were rudely awakened in the small hours of this morning by hearing the gas alarm, so we
all had to stand to, with gas helmets at the alert. However it proved to be a false alarm. Needless to say, Fritz
got some nice prayers sent over to him. It is anddwely day, sun shining and larks singing, as if there was

not a trouble in the world.

3 May, 1917Got orders to move further up the line. Moved up in fallight under observation, aman
assure you we got a | i velhel landedheght famoagrus, Killing ore*asd a r t
severely wounding several, after arriving at a trench just behind the front line. We were put on fatigue
carrying ammunition to the firing line, had to go across a field in full view of the Germans, who put a
barage of artillery on us, wounding 24 and killing a couple of us. They landed all around me, but | never got
a scratch.

[The 3% Battalion thus entered the Second Battle of Bullecourt, tasked with relieving the shatlered 6
Brigade. Will wrote the followig accounsome daytater.]

I neither had time nor inclination to write this diary up while in the trenches so will try and give a rough idea
of what wewent through now.

After doing two trips to the firing line with loads of ammunition that a mule would blush at, and
under fire both ways, we were ordered to move up and relieve the men in the front line. So proceeded there
as soon as it got dark enough, with shells lanéwveyywhere. One landed right in the sap we were walking
through, killing an officer and wounding several men. It was something awful to hear the cries of the
wounded in the dark: the sap being so narrow that only one man at a time could pass alongadstowe h
wal k over dead and wounded. One woul dn"t know wh
unl ess he heard a groan (or in some cases), , My G

We put in three days and nights of the most awful bombardment even tavéee or hear. In fact,
the old hands say it wahe worst they have had since the war began. | know he almost flattened our trenches
with big shells and we had big casualties. In the three daysight$ we repulsed six courtattacks by the
GermansWe were practically fighting the whole time, and if we had not got relieved when we did, am
afraid the Germans would have come over and found us all asleep at our posts, for we were just beaten for
the want of sleep.

After being relieved we had aboutdwniles to go under heavy fire and then were straight back
again to the line with a load of sand bags. One shell landed right amongst us, half burying myself and several
others. Two of our party have not been heard of since; they must have been eitlmetdbjoieces or
completely buried. All next day we stayed two miles behind the line; had atgthir the line, but luckily
lost noone. The fighting is still very fierce all around Bullecourt which we can see from our position.

Moved another two milefurther back next day which wad',8and that night were again sent on
fatigue to the line, a distance of four miles, and had to carry big rolls of barbed wire. We again had to face
the fierce shell fire across the open field, but luck stood to us agaiordyone of usvaswounded. We got
back to camp at daylight on the morning 8fshd had to pack up and moved back about six miles, where we
had four days of perfect rest, then moved back about eight miles to where we are at present at a camp called
Bazentin [Bazentinle-Petit], where we are doing a little drill, and-oeganising, as well as we can, our
sections and platoons.

I was the only one left in the section | belonged to, which was the rifle grenadiers. | am now a
machine gunner. We stayed aaZ@ntin about a week, and then marched about ten miles back to a village
called Buire. Had a couple of days rest and were marched back about twelve miles to do a fatigue job at a
place called Bernafay Wood, which lasted three days and we came back t@adaiireby train. We are
having a good time here, only do a little drill in the morning and have sports and as much swimmeng as w
like in the afternoon.

Had leave into a town called Amiens which is a very nice place and had a good time. We are now
training for our divisional sports which are to take place on tfe t2s now 7. Our sports were a great
success. Our Batt. womost of the events, which was very creditable amsrang there werdwelve
battalions against them.
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France 17" June, 1917

My Darling Mother,

Am just sending you this card as | have not got time to write you a
today. | wrote you a letter a few days ago which | hope you received.
' got no mail from you yet but can only hope to get some in a day (
CheerupMundear and dondét worry. [ q
longer and am just living for the day when | will be back with you all ag
I sincerely hope and trust you are all well as this is leaving me O.K.
dearest love to yourself, Dad and alettear old kids.

From your ever loving son, Will.

28" June, 1917Things have been going on just the same until today and we have just got orders to pack up
and move again. Owing to our Batt. being the winners at the sports, a Guard of Honour fokehef Du
Connaught was picked out of it, and they have to meet him today at Albert. After marching about nine miles
we arrived at a place callddailly [Mailly -Maillet], where we are to go through a ten day course of special
training.
30" June, 1917We were inspeed and addressed by the PremierHdiman.
6™ July, 1917 Came back to Buire whetkings are going on as before, with the exception that owing to
some of our boys running amuck in some of the villages, they are all placed out of bounds.
[Page 37 missing]

l ined up on each side of a road to cheer the Ki

Francei 9" July, 1917

Dear Don,

Thanks for your letter and card. Should have answered it before but
mind, better now than never. How do yowlikt hi s car d,

|l i ke yourself and Gwen? How are
in a hurry today so hope youdll
and the girls. Ta Ta, love to all.

From Will.

13" July, 19170ur Batt. gave another concert last night which was very good. This morning we were rudely
awakened at four o"clock and ordered to turn out
place called Bray, where we were given some more training fartdabn days. From there we again went

back to Buire. On the morning of 23uly we were again ordered out in full marching order at the early hour

of 2 o"clock. We only marched about a mile @&and we
travelling arrived at our destination, a place <ca
good time. The people here are much more hospitable than they are anywhere on the Somme. We are now
somewhere about 20 miles behind the Bel@iantier.

15" July, 1917 France

My Darling Mum,
Baty i WAR PICTURSS p I have written to Amy and told her just about everything t
; is to tell, which is not
telling you the same things over again. Will write to you i
few days, byhen | might get some mail from you. It is ove
month since | heard from you. | hope your letters go alri
but if they are a bit | ate
y o u know you <canot depend
besi des, | addahanéetto watdsvotien as | woal(
like to.Cheer up Mum.
Hoping your dear self and all at home are well as this led
me at present. With fondest love, your ever loving son, Will
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Lelong, 21 Rue St. Martin, Amiens i Interieu de la Cathedrale

30" July, 1917 France

Dear Dad,

| received your letter some time since, but to tell the truth | forget whet
answered it or not, so am sending this card to make sure. Well Dad, hg
you getting along? Hope you are having a good season and not heaw|
trouble with the stock. | wish | could send you over a few thousand ac
the country just about here, it looks splendid, and | never saw better
crops anywhere. Hoping you are in the best of health as this leaves me
With best love tsm Will.

10" Aug., 1917Marched about ten miles to a place called Sec Bois, which is about three miles from the
town of Hazebrouckwhich town the Germans are trying very hard to blow to pieces. We have some very
exciting Hun air raids here. In one of the raids
camp, killed 17 men and wounded about 60, but the hardest pdirisofcasee the poor French women and
children fleeing for their lives.

11" August, 1917 Francei

My Dear Mum,

Am just sending you this card to let you see | am well. | wrote you a let
the 4", also wrote to Amy at the same time. Hope youhgeh safely. | als(
sent you all some cards a few days before the letters. Have not ha
letters from you since those dated"2@ay, and we have heard since th
another boat has gone down with mail fronf"30ay to 12" June on it, sq
that is pretty stiff luck for us.

My parcels have not yet turned
Hoping your dear self and all at home are in the best of health and
dearest love to all, from your loving son, Will.

boent 9™ September, 191i7 France

Dear Joe,

| received a letter from you about a week ago, also got a
birthday card from you. Thank you very much for same. | ha
great head for remembering
your birthdays, notevenMothed s . Hope you wi
| think the boy on it is just like you used to be. Will write to
again as soon as | can. Best love to yourself and also from
fond brother, Will.

oSl

1g" Sept., 1917Still at Sec BoisThe Huns still bomb and shell the neighbourhood, the shells are fired from

a range of 2 miles. Had a medical inspection today, and | was among those ordered to the hospital with a
complaint common to soldiers known as scabies, which is some kind ofeahdngrocodile in the skin.

11" Sept., 1917Left camp in a car and after a few hours travelling arrived at the hospital where | had the
first hot bath since | arrived in Frand&his was the 59 Casualty Clearing StationAm now undergoing a

sulphurl i ni ment treatment. We grease ourselves up |
and we“"d be set. The hospital we are in is a mona
lovely view of the surrounding country for milasound. This place forms a very fine target and could easily

be blown to pieces by the Ger mans, but it is saic¢

buried in it, whose body they want to recover after the war. The monks are stilthesrégok funny with

their bare heads and long cloaks, so if | go back with a long beard and shaven head, put it down to being shut
up in a monastery with the monks.

18" Sept., 191Mischarged from hospital and went to a place called Castre. Theré fonmusket school

for a week, from there went to Steenk® where | joined the Batt. which had just come out of the trenches.

28" Sept., 191WVas again ordered to hospital with same trouble.

29" Sept., 1917Again arriveda t  ,-DeCratt " M ohospitalt $pent three weeks in hospital, had a
good ti me. Spent two weeks of time on the d%taff;
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October, 1917 at Ypres. Spent three days building a light railway over Anzac Hill under heavyrahell fi
There [are] pieces of men, mules and horses flying up in the air all day.

One dayater, Will [below] wrote a letter home to his parents:
Francel 30 September, 1917
My Darling Mother & Father,

Sent you a card a couple of days since, and told you |
had received no mail from you, but the same day that | sent
that card | received letters from you all, and you can imagine
how delighted | was to get them, and to see by them you were
all well, as this is leaving me O.K. at present. The latest mail |
gotwas cards from Barn and Jess dated' 26ly. Your letter
Mum and Amyods w4 sasdpleaseddo haab o u t
Lin was going to Dubbo and then to Sydney. It would be a
change for her and would take
death, especially Sydney

Did she get my letter telling her about his death and
also the pocket book | sent her by registered parcel? |
suppose you have been reading a lot about the brave
Australians in the papers this last week or so. The English
papers are giving us some grgatise for the way in which
we take everything before us and | guess we are putting quite

a nasty taste in old Fritzds m

I really donét think the wa
think the end would have been very near only for Russia, but
still I dondét think it wildl | as
look brighter.

Sorry to hear of Unads acci
is alright again, but tell her it would have been worse had it

been her head. Have not yet got that photo | promised you

Mum dear. Thatoés the worst of the French peopl e,
as soon as | do get them, or if they doné6ét come w

Will send you all some Xmas cardsassoonastget d of some nice ones. A
|l etter Mum dear and am sending it to Sydney. I on

them both together.
| suppose Amy is in Sydney now. | have told you before Mum to take a$ydrtey, it would do
you the world of good, and you have that money to
weather.
Farewell for this time Mum dear, will write again soon. Tell the girls | will write to them again soon,
also the boys
Your loving son, Will.

[Will rejoined the &' Battalion in the field on 2 October.]
26" October, 1917Six machine gunners were picked out to mount guns on aerial observation posts over an
ammunition dump. We have to watch for aeroplanes day and night, a dangerous job, but very exciting.

HereWi | | “s di ary ends."Nevembertl¥ ANill wasilled in acdon. dccording o 9

the 3° Battalion history, on Novembef"&he battalion took over the left sector of the brigade front [left of

the YpresRoulers railway] from the ¥ Battalion, a relief that was only remarkable because of the

exraordinary circumstances accompanying it. The night was extremely dark, and the condition of the crater

field, whichhadhow become waterl ogged by the early winter

writes Sergeant AE Buagnire withifi a quagdire. Qtovaspaaworyder tofus that

human beings had ever been able to walk across su
The unit war diary of the™Battalion does not record any deaths in the unit on'tHeu®mentions

t hat the Canadians attacked that day on the | eft

day, as described IDIGGER 34) due to Germametaliatory fire as the Canadians attacked towards

Passchendaele? The Red Cross kded and Missingfles hed some | i ght on Will "s
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Private 7033 R Mankin stated:l knew a man called McKenzie in B Coy, 5 Platoon. He was No. 1
on the Lewis gun é he came from Brewarrina, NS W.
30 don6ét know if he was married. As we were movi |
and killed McKenzie, Pte Walsh, Cpl McPherson, and wounded Pte Davis and another man. This occurred
on 9" Nov. on the Passchendaele front just aftark. | saw the dead bodies after the explosion of the shell.

Our [stretcherbearers] took the wounded to the Canadian [dressing station]. | think the dead would be
buried near it.

Private 2776 MC Cambagetold the Red Crosd: knew McKenziAboutphedt ty w
November we were attacking at Passchendaele. We took our objective and held it. The above three men
[McKenzie,Pte 6535 W Mitchelland Pte 6384 GF Walshwere on a Lewis gun. A shell dropped near the
gun, killing Mitchell and McKenzie,andwan di ng Wal sh badly, who died bef

Private 319 WJ Webbprovided a different account agai®: O fi' Nd¥. a company of ours went
over at Passchendaele in the night for a raid or attack on a German position to get prisonerayvaral h
look around, and it was during this stunt that [McKenzie] was missed in the dark.

Private 6580 JR Simpsoradvisedthe Red Crods: di dn o6t s e €oyNMledKrstartlybg o f
an HE shell about midday in Ypres (near Menin Road) but | saw Hig &fter. A couple of the others were
wounded by the same shell but | dondét know their
was right on it. | was a C Coy. M/gunner but our gun was out
of action at the time and | was acting runner aioihg round
with a message when | saw the body. | was 200 or 300 yards

away when he was kill ed. I don
McKenzie was a mate of mine and a very good fellow. He
came over with me i"ReinfHbaved Eur i

writtento his sister at Brewarrina about it.

Private 6392 G Smith stated that McKenzie was
shot near Polygon Wood, whilBrivate 5999 JR Davis
advised that McKenzie was killelon t he nlr7ndi n g
prior to the advance made on Broodseinde RidBea v i s *
statement is an example of how the strasd frenetic activity
of the battlefield could play
Broodseinde Ridge was attacked by tffeBattalion on 4
October, and Will was killed on”ENovember)

[Left: Copy of framed photo of Will, held by the late Jessie
Mi nogue (nee McKenzie) of Woll

The McKenzies did not have to relyston t he Red Cross for infofmatio
November 1917, a nursing sister penneel &lt er t o Wi Il | “s mot her :
Dear Mrs McKenzie,

Before this Ilittle packet reaches you, you wi

deepest sympathy. Lt. Logan"3Banadian Infantry Battalion, gave me the packet and asked me to forward
it to you Mr Logan was in charge of a burial party on the battle field & your son was one of the number to
be cared for. He was buried by a Church of England clergyman & was shot through the head & must have
died instantly. His grave is near Passchendaele & tkeathis belongings will be forwarded in due course.

Mr Logan was Ogassedd & so was unable to send
what | have written, when he passed through my ward yesterday. Again assuring you of my sympathy.

Yaurs sincerely, Mary L Martin (Sister)

It is hard to know which version of Wi IIl"®"s death
the battalion history nor unit war diary mention an attack or raid by theaRalion on 8 November, it
seems most likely that Will was killed by a shell while occupying a post with his Lewis gun (féw.
Canadian officer®s description of instantaneous ¢
Though his body was probably buried near wheréeheand the grave marked, William McKenzie has no
known grave and his name appears on the Menin Gate Memorial to the Miskpgr

Four weekdeforewi | | *s deat h, his mother sat down and
card was posted Will and returned unopened some months later to its sender. Mrs McKenzie wrote:
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Goodwin, Oct. 1%, 1917

My Darling Boy,
Just a card hoping and praying to the Great God to find you quite well and to wish you a joyous Xmas and
prosperous New Year. Therse on this card expresses all our feelings and please God you will be with us
early in the New Year. Amy and the boys are writing also, so dearest son all join in sending love to you. God
bless you and send you safely home again.
Ever your loving old Mther, R. McKenzie.
P.S. I am not worrying dear boy, all are well, will write again next week.

Oon4"Oct ober 1918 andAMoHisinéxtsof kmjomrote éorBas¢ Records:
Dear Sir

Am in receipt in a small parcel of letters and a note book, waiehdescribed as the effects of my
son. | cannot understand this, as among his personal belongings there should be a wristlet watch, a silver
match box, and numerous other articles, gifts of friends and relations. | also notice the disc from his neck
bearing number, name, etc is not among his belongings. When another member of the family was killed in
action, all those things were returned. Hoping you will see into the matter for me.

I am

Yours truly

RA McKenzie

The army replied, saying that it i®gsible another package would be forwarded in the future, if it came to
hand. This does not seem to have eventuated. However, what was returnedtkKémzieshas been
lovingly kept by the family and has enabled the writing of this tribute to a finegyman from the NSW
bush.

Endnotes (1) Will™"s brother s(bomamut $8B73; Lily May (UB89); Emily Ev a |
Ada (bh1891); then came Will (£892); Lynda Rose (b894); Daisy Irene (tt896); Kathleen Mary
(b.1898); Eveline Jessie .901); Myra Minnie (1902); Donald Roy (1905); Joseph Allan (b907);
Her bert Gordon. (2) The ot her , me mPrvate 1608 Michaet f a mi
George Dalton, 5% Battalion, DOW 6" July 1918. (3) The ROH Circular was filledit in the early 1920s
by Amy Saunders (,fiancée of deceased") for Wi IIl*"
Street, Chatswood. An Amy Susan Saunders married a Herbert Robert Jackson in Sydney in 1920. She
passed away in 1971 at Bartksh. (However, a family story has Amy moving to Victori§d) Private GF
Walsh, who was badly wounded when Will was Killed, is buried ijsdenthoek Military Cemeterykt SE
of Poperinghe. | n Pté/Mdnlinhs“t sa t Rresd t Qiradvsost hfdielded,ewdr anda
Canadian dressing station and that the dead were probably buried R&=aiRfl McNiven, though, told the
Red Cross that Pte Walsh was buried by stretbbarer,Pte J Wallace on Passchendael e [
the Zonnebek®ou | er s Rai |l way, and on the right hand side
where Will was buriedPte 5026 TH Alcockstated that Walsh (hence Will also) was shelled at 7pm, but on
Nov. 8" (presumably he meant th&)9Another witnesputs the time at 6pm. However, several mentions are
made of Walsh being killed by a second shell whilst being carried to the dressing station. If that is the case,
he and Will maynot have been buried together on the battlefieldWb) | | * s d ie daeryprebeatedtos i n ¢
the AWM by Betty AWM RRON3LI6ME) PrivateslosaAlbercNertofi, 54" and 1
Battalions, was also from Brewarrina, where he was working as a carter and horse breaker. He enlisted
7/12/15 and was KIA 6/5/17. He mustve been a capable boxer, as he
126lb when he enlisted. He transferred to tfieBattalion on 29/11/16 and was killed as the Australians
attacked the Hindenburg Line at Bullecourt. In his will, Albert gave the wholesqdrbperty to Miss Linda
[ sic] R McKenzie, W ll"s sister ™aochpra&samabAybet
wrote an interesting letter to Base Records:

Hillsley Vale, via Brewarrina

Dear Sir

| received medals safe to hand and m#tranks for same. | enclose 6d in stamps also. It is hard to
|l ose oneds son so young but | think he went for &
to say he never went at all, as many others got out of it on any pretence.

And | thihka man who wonot fight for Mother, his si:

much spirit as a man.
Yours faithfully, Fred Nortan
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Letter from Corporal 1175 Bert Smythe, 3" Battalion,

following his evacuation from Gallipoli
Contributed byMargaret Clarke Cardiff

Prison or otherwise
Military Hospital
Birmingham, England

18/5/15

. DearMrsFox and al l at “Trevallyn”
|l magi ne me being in England. Dc
I *“m not over feeling over amxi ous
active service again. My wound has
from being right. I can write witdt

sideways to save my lif¢left: Page one of the original letter.]
| suppose that you have detailed accowfthe fighting in the
papers, but all the same | “11 bur d
2 Sl B i) Very early in the morning, Sunday, 25/4/15, the warships began
el 40w vy 2o shelling the beach and neighbouring hills where we intended to land.
s 2. S fopitin The shelling had been in pregs some time when our ship, the
Derfflinger, arrived at the scene at daybreak. When we heard the

s, #=e, Shooting we rushed on deck. We" d s
s "l aboutfives econds | ater we“d hear the re
oo fhest 2o st == and rocks flyup where the shell struck. Th@ueen Elizabethbetter
R pply known as thé L i zwas desing them with extra special shrapnel with
ey . .. 300 bullets. At its most effective spread the bullets cover an area 500
Ve Kagts flasi po oo -Z  yards square. Anrd[inary] shrapnel with 300 bullets spasaover 25
D i e by 200 yards.
The 3% Brigade (9, 10", 11", 12" Bns) were given preference and landed first and got a mighty hot
recepti on, but hot as it was, it was nothing to

expected us to. The they had entrenched themselves very strongly and had the beach covered with plenty
of artillery and machine guns. And on top of that they had barbed wire entanglements and mines in the water.
It came as a surprise to them we landing where we did aasitnot a good landing place, and we had
established ourselves before they could bring sufficient troops up to prevent us. The landing was effected by
the troops being conveyed fairly close to the shore in destroyers and the rest of the way being got over i
boats. Some distance from the shore the shrapnel and machine guns opefeitb¥wed by rifles, and

many a poor chap never got off the destroyers alive. Many more were killed in theoapemid one boat

was sunk byshrapnel striking the waterlin@wo pontoons loaded with troops broke loose from the tow and
drifted off. TheTurks turned their machinaugs on to them and killed every man.

Once on the shore our boys soon shifted the Turks, some of whom showed considerable bravery and
rushed forwardo meet them, but the cold steel was too much for them and they were soon in retreat, but not
before they had infited considerable loss. One Bist both Col. and Sen. Major as they were getting out of
the boats, both being shot down. When they got ti&sTon the run they followed up very vigorously and
lost heavily— very heavily. The Turks would entice them on and then let an inferno of shrapnel and M. Gun
fire on to them, with the result that they had suffered very severely before they were rdinforce

Our turn came about 8ra and,A" ( Gways. )t he f i r st . My nerves wer ¢
seenfour poor beggars under a tarpaulin. The blood was running from underneath and the sight sickened me.
However, as soon as we came under fire aftdting out from the desiyer into the open boats was OK
again. Luckily our boat landed its load without any casualties. We came into 3 ft. of water and then waded
ashore. One chap stood on a stone and it rolled and he went right under. There were chefewnbthe
beach bu tafféechme yn thd leadtimfik goodness.

After a short rest in a defile waiting till gJA" ( Cneerg aspembled we pushed on. Hilsbu
ought to have seen them. They were awful and we were heavily loaded. We hdg palfsourselves up by
the bushes and had to take frequent rests. During one of these rests we had our first®gisuzétyill was
killed by a bullet in the neck. I didn"t see him
had stayed. There were plenty of bullets flying round from the fighting in front, making a sort of crackling
noise. We came to a hill with a nice deep trench that the Turks had kindly dug for us, which we promptly
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occupied, but as it had no field of fire we hadeave it and line the top as the beggars were now potting at
us. But we couldn"t see ahtheir bullegswers flyingtiettyethicklyeagpdy a r s
their machineguns bullets were going, ssssssss&& so quicklysometimes so close that we instinctively
flattened out, at other times further off, as they moved the gun about playing it like a hose on the crest of the
hill.

The whole country was covered with shrutpaththree feet high, idealcountry for snipers ah
machineguns, and it was impossible to see them overdfisunless they moved. We dug ourselves in as

well as we could whs t l ying down, tho" it was awfully awkw:
hole | could curl up in and when cramped | pdkmy legs out. A bit after noon they turned the shrapnel on
to us, and as our guns had not been landdde i r i nni ngs | ast esdnglyingldbwnd ar k .

under shrapnel fire. You can hear the shell coming with half h&dé scream culmiating in a deafening

report as it bursts in the air and hurls 300 bullets to earth with great velocity. Sometimes they burst quite
close, other times a good wayf. Shrapnel bursting looksgery pretty, especially if there are three or four
together. It mkes a pretty cloud of white smoke.

Near dark we got word to fix bayonets as a charge was likely. A little later we got back into the
trench, and just afterwarigt. Major McGregor of ,A" (Coy.), a fine old chap and a school teacher in
private life, was ot dead by a sniper. He was standing up in the trench and it got him between his eyes. |
saw his body in the trench late on Tuesday days after he was killed. Just after dark | was taking some
ammunition to the right. They warned me not to go to steegsing a white patch of ground 2&rgswide.
| went at it like a bull at a red gate, and luckily he missed me. On the way back | fell over half way, but got
up mighty quick and finished in record.ti me. He ¢

All the nights were lovely and moonlight and the beggars used to get up to withemds@fyus, but
we could never see them. They continued to fire at us all night and threatened us with bayonet charges, but
nothing more. | was put on observing andsvat it nearly all night and got no sleep. Next morning and alll
day they keptatygi vi ng us not a moment"s peace. We got a
yards off but before we found out definitely that they were Turks, they were disiaugpdawn a defile. |
got one shot at them but didn“t score a “bull”.

Got hit by a spent bullet during the morning. After getting through a parapeMgjat Brown on
the shoulder, cannoned on to the side of the trench and from there on to myclked. iPup and dropped it
quickly, it was as hot as anything. When it cooled put it in the first shell | fired, intending to keep it as a
memento. Lost it when | got sh@@apt. Burns, our Adjutant who was in charge of us,ikensd when we
were in the old, HCoy.), was shot throgh the heartSundayMajor Fear, O CCoy. @ridMeakins, his
head signider, were both killed by one shrapres the Major was reading a message Meakins had given him.
Major Fear lost his wife just before the war.

Our Medical Officer,Capt. Bean was wounded dangerously while
attending to the wounded. Several of our officers were wounded, somn
them seriously. Our Brigadier and Brigadier Major were both killed, and
Brigadier of the ' Brigade was either kil: or wounded as our Colonel
Col. Owen, was in charge of both®land 2° Brigades when | left. The »“-’
shipers were so effége in picking out officers & NCOshat the officers 755
wore coats exactly like the men andah 6f NCOstook their stripes off. 58
[Right: Capt ai n John (, JackBatjalion\s®d bBother |
of CEW Bean Australian War Memorial Negative Number G01536.] :

On Monday night had my first narrow squeak. About an hour bef
sundown they started to give ugel] with their shrapnelMajor Brown
went to the outpost trench to lead a bayonet charge, but the shrapnel v
bad that both he and | had to seek shedlethe outpost trench. | was
crouching behind a chap, but after a while crammed in alongside of
Shortly afterwards two camssion shrapnel, one on top of the other, lancs
plunk into the earth just behind my mate, tearing pieces out of his have ===
which was on his back as they passed. | thought he was killed. He fello = ; ;
with a horrible groan, but was Oid a few minutesThe explosion injured S e ¥ oniss.

Maj or B r orendéerirgy him almaost blind for quite a long time. | had to lead him back after dark. He
was fullyfive yardsto the side, whilst we whom they almost hit were not marked. If | had remained where |
was at first it vould have caught me fair in the chest arwdell | always had a weak chest.

The Turks again gave us no respite all night,
Brown was in hospital, so | reported to the next in charge and observed forromsed the ire of a sniper
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somewhere and he kept potting at me all morning. Saw a party of Turks get across the hill on the right so |
signalled it over to the men there to put them on their guard. Next day these Turks had a good trench put up.
Whilst scanning the bushes with the glasses, picked up two Turks crawling away. Put up 500 and
knocked the dust up right under one. Then | gave themthogkfor luck. They were still there sometime
later in the day. Vainly tried to pick up a M. Gun that was wingys. Major Brown came back during the
morning, so after dinner | ducked back to him.
Earlier in the day got hit in the legut on examination found it was a spent bullet and only bruised
the skin without going through my trousers. When | picked ivap surprised to see that it was one of our
own bullets. The beggars used our rifles and ammunition that they had captured.

[Later] 19/5/15 During the fighting the Turks used all sorts of tricks, most of them dishonou&hleral

were shot wearing NZiniform, and others were discovered in our trenches with our men wearing our
uniform. Some of their officers got into our uniforms and got amongst our men and coolly started giving
orders. Thiswas easi er t hen cgsehe manweeall misagh pno they all tk orders from

any officer or NCOthat was handy. One night the Turks got up pretty close in large numbers and it was
suicide to show yourself it was so moonlight. An officer coolly ordered the men to stand up on top of the
trenches anthen charge against greatly superior numbers. It was so ridiculous that they got suspicious and
one of our own officers came up. It turned out to be a Germafhahd i dn"t even get a t |
interpreters with us but they got shot fairly earthe game- leading the Turks to us.

OQur Artillery was got ashore and into position
was utterly impossible to get heavy guns into the hills. They blasted half a hill away, built a road up it and
theymanhandled the guns into position. Besides the ordinary artillery, they got a howitzer battery up and it
was of great assistance to us. Whenever the TurKki
position and then our guns would open ortltem, and it was sweet music to our ears to hear the ear
splitting crash as the shells passed over us. Several Turkish batteries were silenced, but they were very
clever. As soon as the “Bird” had gonethswaswery t he)
easy for themas they had light railways constructed for the purpose.

When the Turkish guns were quiet, pending their opening in a new position, our guns amused
themselves shelling the Turkish Inf. Positions. The warships too provedis&fiyl and must have given the
Turks an awful time. The day | was taken away a village some distance off was on fire. It was spared until
Turkish troops were discovered in it, and then the warships got on to it and soon fixed it up.

On Tuesday afternoatme Turks were giving us a very hot time with shrapnel and again had a very
narrow shave. They were giving us three or four
followed bythreeor four time shrapnel which explode in the air. It got so bad that Major Brown would not
let me observe, so | got down in a little dugout alonghide and a Sgt. Maj. of the T1After a while a
concussion one landed fair into my observation post and shiftedkingdom Come. That was abdiie
yards off. | thoughtto myself, Now t he next one,andiwas right.dt lamed fgirtinttheo n  t ¢
trench right opplositethe three of us and buriedis up to our necks in dirt, but luckily we all escdpe
unscathed except Maj. Brown, who again had his face cut a bit. He did look a sight. One eye was bandaged
from the day before and all of his face that was visible was one mass of blood from smalh@dwitere
there was no blood there were spots offreart He di dn*t mi nd but kept on an

Tuesday night was our worst night. They continued to shell us a good while after dark. Just as | was
havingteahad to | eave it to take an officer to a tr
hawersack, water bottle and rifle behind me. But while | was away the situation developed a lot and every
man was rushed to the front with fixed bayonets. The only rifle that | could find was broken but | had to take
it. Got the bayonet on it and rushed orthathe others to the line of trenches which were not half finished.

Threeof us were crammed into a hole too smal/l f o
end, one in the other and | was lying on top with my head behind the parapet and myhieétench. Had
to pass the night that way. The Turks | think intended to attack with the bayonet along the whole of the line,
but they got such an awful cutting up on the left where they attacked first that they abandoned the scheme.
We heard that they eve all raw troops, undisciplined, and afraid, but they showed rare discipline and pluck
that night under a fair inferno of fire. Three times in absolute silence and with great steadiness they formed
up in line to charge and each time our rifle fire famipwed them down. They were quite close and the
bright moonlight rendered it an easy matter to shoot accurately.

After the third attempt, seeing the uselessness of their tactics, they retired leaving the ground strewn
with dead and demptramgymoreThameas thdt inighhbuttkeptaathéavy fire on us and again
there was no sleep for us. During the night a chap in an outpost trench tried to reach us by rushing back, but
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they got him low down in the stomaainaking a ghastly wound. He reachexigroaning horribly. He was
still alive next night, but there was no hope for him. Another chap in our trench tried to rush back for
somet hing, but he“d hardly s-teadng wide* béemobadhg fvell
“Oh | " m bedl”"y wWeundi ed in 1CoxpA"@ayes. cAokhapdname
life, was in a hole between us and the advanced outpost trench for the purpose of repeating verbal orders.
After a while they coul dn" t mrbatihewas padt alt eartilycawakeninga n  w
A sniper got him in the head. The Turks haveatalion of sharpshooters, and | think they had them spread
all along our front to snipe anyone showing himself. Our men found one of these gentlemen in a trench
behind and half under a bush, all the fresh earth had been carefully covered and he had bushes all over him
and shot thru“ a | oophol e and t000 rauhds of aremumtiorswith He
him, so he was pretty snug.

On Wed. morningdund the bayonet that been shot off the rifle next to mine during the night. We
joined all the trenches together as soon as possible and | did a lot of observing, but not {cs nusthat
my position there were two bushes growing in front and the Tewidently thought it was a M. Gun
position for they gave it more than a fair share of M. Gun and rifle fire. However, had the luck to discover a
M. Gun that had been worrying us a lot. Picked it up by the thin column of steam rising from the cooler.
Therewere none of our M. Guns handy so | got a dozen menand we g@egitounds r api d. Dor
we killed the crew, put the gun out of action or merely compelled them to shift. Anyway the dust flew up
right on it and it was silent afterwards.

We hada bad time all day through no water. | had left my bottle behind the night before. There was
no water till near dark so we had to alleviate our thirst by keeping a pebble in our mouths. A chap near me
had a very narrow squeaka spent bullet went throudtis cap and tdoa lump of scalp off. He was OK
except for a headache after lying down for a while.

After dark made my way back to Maj. Bronand f i nding he*d beeln woul
stayed withCapt. Douglas next in charge. We were relievexdxt norning by the Tommies for a days
spell, and as we were getting over the crest of a hill on the way to the rear | got a knock on the shoulder like
a kick from a 12 inch gun. It entered my armpit at the rear and came out near the top of my shioluer in
so the beggar must have been almost under me. When | got to the beacWdotiedf Ber t “ s br o't
Vernon Earle Smythe 3%4"/56" Bns] there and he made me a lovely drink of tea. | had to report to the

Ambul ance and | " d thegashavédyne i a boatthtbok meto theehbspitaleship and |
haven®"t seen or heard a word of him since and it*"
The English papers don"t publish full casual ty

no idea how our mates are faring. The Turks used dum dum bullets and explosive bullets and they make
ghastly wounds when they struck. Dum dums are madsitber reversing the bullet in the case, or sawing

the point off. A corporal inA" (Coy.) had half his head blown off by either a dum dum or explosive. Saw
two chaps on the boat with awful wounds in their mouths. One of them had all his front tedt&dkaot

and his cheek split right open fohree inches back. We hathree wounded Turks on board, but one
disappeared during the voyage.

We stayed in Alexandria aday amder e t hen tr ansf e[Galekd anolndiaro t h e
hospital ship. On thevay over got fever and it pulled me down a lot, was like a rake when | landed but have
picked up lots since. Arrived in Southampton on May 16tii ol a " s —dnd got pgutdoa § lovely
hospital train and taken to Birmingham. There was a long strimgptidrs waiting to take us to the hospital
all private ones toe and a great crowd of people who cheered us a treat. All the way to the hospital we were
welcomedon every side. But the hospitdi'takes the bun. There are 44 patients in this wddd. Bed at 8
pmand get up at 5. The first two days we had to get back to bed again as soon as the bed was made. But the
nurses are verynicenl y t hey don"t smile often enough for
responsi bl e fors.t hle" vKeaibseeen" smarkisndgeead poi nt of <coad»
come near and | can manage it now, but | nearly gave up in despair at first.

You ought to see the English scenery. It s si
coursei t primg here now. And complexion&veryone— man and woman, boy and girlall have the
rosiest cheeks and | ips you can i magine. You"d tl

shift us to someplace where all Australians will bestbgr. That would be very nice.

| see by the papers that there is only one officer left o$ithim ,A“ Coy. and he is the junior of the
lot. Capt. Douglas the 2%in command who | was with when | got hit, has died of wounds. He must have
beenhitakr | | eft. He was a bonza chap. Hebdtdbittstack k an:
up. Capt. Smith, another fine chaphas also been killed.
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Yesterday three of wus took a
long to get out of bounds, and conting, we went through the
Benevolent and Lunatic Asylum"s
the front of our hospital near the entrance gates. There was a crowd
there, mostly girls of an attractive age, so we steered towards them
for the purpose of inteldual conversation, but an officious
corporal saw us from afar off and promptly got insane, moving
rapidly towards us with his arms like a windmill. Not caring to hurt
his feelings by chastising him in front of all the lovely maidens, we
beat a dignified etreat, meeting him half way. On seeing that we
meant business, he quickly regained his senses faiid
appreci at ed cos hes apooged ifor hi® onseémly
conduct. We then investigated a laundry (also out of bounds) and
were quite interested welting the process of dirt extraction from
clothing. All the attendants at this laundry are girls.

What do you think? | had a shave today. The first for nearly
a mont h. The sister di dn"t know
capillary growth from my shininglial. | had quite a beard. You
ought to see us decked out in our hospital clothes. We have a

- pyjama suit of grey flannel and an ordinary suit of blue fleece lined
wnasens material which is nice and warm. The worst of it is the tosis

PO%628.001  They are all made for eigHoot men and of course the legs are

slightly too long. You see gausix footers gettingabout with their pants turned up feix or severfeet. The

lining is white and the effect is very striking when you see a lot of men dressed in blue and all white below

the knees[Above left The author of this letteHe r ber t ( 6 Ber t ¢ who woold e kiled & my t h

Bullecourt on 8 May 1917. H has no known grave, but his brotked war d Vi vi an (7%8Vi v 6)

24" Bns) wrote on the back of this pho@G2. Hindenburg Line E. of Bullecourt. Buried in trenchigay

to left of dugout to L (left) of sap leading to OG1 next to T.M. posittap reference. France 51BSW,

1/20,000,U23C 4.25.2Reader s ar e r ef er r RIGGER3G, pMasl§R)r et “ s ar t i

Yesterday we discovered a gate and on climbing in we found we could converse with a street full of
people— mostly female, andfaourse the gate was in great demand, and space on it very scarce. Well today
the narks have actually forbidden us under dire penalties to cross eigiatds. this side of the gate. Such
is 1ife. Ah me. We | | I b farlowgh liefore wel ae sant back so.will We
have a high old time.

Goodbye for the present and heaps of love and gvishes from yours sincerely,

Bert

[Left: Group portrait of officers of the
3" Battalion 1914 The following men
are mentioned in this lettelBack row
second from leftLieutenant Ronald
Burns (killed in acton 23" April
1915). Front row, seated on bench,
second from left: Capt John
Willoughby Butler Bean, Medical
Officer (MO); fourth from left,
Lieutenant Colonel Robert Haylock
Owen, Commanding Officer (later
awarded CMQG); fifth from left,
Captain Ernest Samuel Brown
(killed in action & August 1915);
seventh from left, Capt Thomas
% Oscar Smith (killed in action ' May
e S : < s : =4 1915) and right, Capt William
T T A T e i S SRS Bowman Douglas(died of wounds 8
May 1915).Australian War Memorial Negative Number P07997.005.]
Sourceof letter: http://www.smythe.id.au/letters/15 16a.hused withMa r g aperenissios.
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Lieutenant William Simeon Bailey Chapman

17" Battalion/Cyclist Corps
William Chapman, Forbes

William Simeon Bailey Chapman (my father) was born on #4August 898 to William Joseph Chapman
and Harriet Louisa Chapman (nee Bailey) in Camperdown, Sydreattdnded North Newtown Public
School and Fort Street Boys® High School. After |

William enlisted in the AIF on 3DAugust 1915, stating his age as 19 when in fact he was only 17
years. He trained at Holdsworthpdwas attached to the 1 Battalion on 2 February 1916 at the RAS
Showgrounds, Sydney. On"&varch 1916, Wiliam embarked on th®tar of Egypt intended as a
reinforcement for the 17Battalion after its losses on Gallipoli.

However, while in Egyphe was transferred to th& Bivision
Cyclists on 1% April. He embarked on HMManitouat Alexandria on
17" June 1916 and disembarked at Marseilles, France, daw2te. The
troops entrained the next day, departing Marseilles at 1736 hours. ,
anarduous journey they arrived at Steesthe in Flanders at 0030 or
29" June, and then marched some three miles to their billets.

On 22" July the %' Division Cyclists were combined with twc
NZ Cyclist Corps to form the"2 Anzac Cyclist Battalion, undethe
command of a New Zealandé&fajor CHD Evans. Two-thirds of this
battalion were New Zealanders. It seems that the Australians
brought cycles from Egypt, but the New Zealanders had to wait L
early August for theirs Right: William Chapman.]

Cyclists were employed in a variety of activities, such as trat
control, laying of communication cables, trench maintenance
sometimes front line duty. They were very busy before the Battle
Messines, which commenced ofi June 1917; one of theiagks being the laying out of communication
cables. Some 56 miles of cable trenches, seven feet deep, were laid out in preparation for the battle. The
cyclists developed expertise in caldging and eventually supervised the work of other troops in this
adivity.

On 10" May 1917, William was promoted to sergeant and dh &y he was detached to th& 2
Anzac Provost Marshal. He rejoined tH‘é(ZycIist Battalion on 28 June, after Messines, and while it is not
possible to detail his activities at thime, he may have been working with the MPs on traffic control.

Sergeant Chapman observed the blowing of the mines on Messines Ridge which started the battle; he
described it vividly to me in later years, saying that the top of the ridge was simaydfftg Twentyone
mines were laid under the ridge over the previous 18 menti®sof which exploded. It is claimed that the
explosions were heard as far as London and Dublin, and that it was the biggesadeaexplosion until the
testing of the nucledsomb in 1945.) Following the battle the cyclists were engaged in building a track for
mounted troops across the Messmes area doing so under enemy bombardment.

. 3 "3 On June 2§ 1917,

& William was placed on a list to

join the No. 5 Of f
Battalion at Cambridge
University. He arrived at Trinity
College, Cambridge, on"suly,
and trained there  until
November when he graduated as
a 2 Lieutenant.

' [Left: Wi Il Il i am“s gr ou|
; n ’(‘““7’(‘””%/ Aoy o Ty LI 41, cadets. William is fifth from left
\ ’M,W,_ b7 R Do - alnin | s o in the middle row.]
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William received a diary from his sister, Beryl, on Friday, Septemb8rard immediately wrote his first
entry: CHOTC Range. Shooting. My score 10 hits 10 shots, firing in gas helmets 200 yards. 13 points 5 hits 5
shots snapshooting. 200 yards target expossecbnds. Rowing tonight.
His diary goes on in this vein: recording lectures, field training in the Gog and Magog Hills, rugby

matches and rowing in an eight on the River Cam. On Octdb&e dvrote:Drill and parades as usual.
Went through gas chamber$ @ranchester with chlorine gas. | never felt it but headache at night.
October 18: Drill in Gog and Magog Hills. Clay bombs. Gunpowder and fire in room at night. Coppin,
Murphy, Dowling and Woods get burnt. Great fun.
Cadets had a pretty hectitelstyle, as you can see from some photos of his sporting activities:

< RS N B o ; o | “zigcs Raree

Above, clockwise fromtopleft The , A" Company Eight on tahisonRi ver
left of the front row) The rowing eightondryland , A* Company ®aobeanmi ng team i

The following diary entries are excerpts taken up to the time of his graduation and leaving Cambridge:
October 16 More fooling with explosives. Not bad fun at times. Night attack on Gog and Magog Hills.
Verey light flares. Gun cotton etc etgp@®i 12pm. Cold.
October 17 Boat race at 3pm againgb6Coy. | stroke the eight. We won by 4 lengths
October18 Same ol d drill and I &m just about fed up. Be
October 19 Cabled home for 25 pounds. Hope it comes soon
October 20 Played leys School rugby. Won by 18 to nil. | scored"fthalf.
October 21: Church parade
October 2226: Private study for exams
The rest of October was t akenwou®0) and/ Cambridgel vy |, r
University von 53-0, | scored twic urtil the final War Office Exam on October 3@nd November 51
(Hurrah! | pass).
November 2 Farewell lectures by Col. Ready and Capt. Brooks. Farewell dinner by Fellows of College.
6Big nighto.
On November 8 he was in London anceceived my first salute in the Strand at 3.05fime next
day he attended a service at St Paul “s Cathedral
On Monday, November"5 William recorded that he received the 25 pounds from home. He had ten
days leave, during which he visited Stockport ie tiorth of England, staying at the White Lion Hotel and
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visiting friends (a Mrs Walker and family). He naturally

made the most of his time there, recording how he took

Mr s Wal ker “ s daughter, Gr ac
Palace and Empire on various nights. wies impressed

by the scenery and the nearby hamlet of Disley. William
always retained a great love of England, though he

Y[ F 3 . never returned there after the wakeft: The White
)" ST s LG A Lion Hotel in Stockport today.]
L EE (T Monday, November 12 saw him back in
i.LLJLJ { ol London, ecording that his right arm was getting tired
L fULLTAEE pE B from receiving salutes. (Ironically, he was to lose that

arm a few months later as a result of wounds received in
the trenches.) That night he wrasaw Carminetta(a
musical)at the Prince of Wales Theatrehis last night

in London before hIS return to France.
Next day he reported at Horseferry Road where he was ordered to take the 5.05pm train from

Paddington. Onthe ff e reported at the No. 11 Officers®™ Sch

Wiltshire. Final preparations for his return to France occupied the next two days, with lectures, issue of kit

and pictures at the YMCA. He was in Southampton on Sundiwi® wrote:after breakfast Dowling and

myself go for a joy ride. Pier concert. Bo&® Antrim at 6.10pm. Leave harbour 7.30pm. Sleep on deck at

9pm. Wake up at 6.10am.

Monday, 19": 8-10am. Leave in Havre. 11am, report to camp adjutant No. 2 Camp. S&hDigigion and

told to report to 1% Btn.

Tuesday, 28': Break[fast] 7am. Takeroops to Gas Chamber at the CTS or Bull Ringndtuat CTS.

Conduct men back to camp at 4pm. Mess at night. Dead tired. Bed 10pm. BurljBin &haves today for

line.

For the next two days William was censoring letters, having a good time in thezteteand at a musical

evening. His diary entry on November®gas the last until December®®ay the ¥ Brigade at 8.30. 25,

26, 27, 28 Btns at 2pm. Finish paying at 4pm. First time | ever paid men their cash. Letter writing at night.

12 letterswritten. Bed early 10pm. New batman today.

Thel?Battalion had suffered heavy | osses in Haig"s
Chapman joined them. ., T he St ldeutgnanbGolonel K@/ M8cKengsent e e n |
MC, records that they had lost 12 officers and 177 other ranks. It goes onttdhsay Batt al i onds
ended on Decembef'"®@ t he bl oody ¢ amp aiBytraier abreak]lvéhithvinclndaddan e n d e
inter-battalion rugby competition (won by tH&"), by the middle of December they were back in the Salient
holding a subsidiary line on th&/esthoek Ridge

Lieutenant Chapman?®s di ar 'y Heswrites: naved am imtb fine o n L
(subsidiary) 4.30pm. Met Haig today with the MC. Umgftéd day. Concrete dug out, tres bon. Pont de
Nieppe.From here to January“he gives considerable details of his daily activities which are very revealing
of life in the line. Some excerpts follow.
December 28: Breakfast in Cottage. Not too bad. Snd¥eavy mist. Cold as charity. Fire. Sudden orders.
366 wire. 710 pickets. Motor Car Corner. Le Touquet Rly. Station in 4 hours. Engineers well pleased with
job. 1.305.30pm. 611.30pm. Carrying some stuff with some men to Crown Prince Farm. 4% miles each
way. Fun with duckboards Cpl Hallme and self. Fritz frontline and pillboxes. Bed after hot rum 2am.
December 22 Br eak [ f ast ] 9am. Just now fairly |l arge shr
or he will spot us. Nothing doing all day. Fritrafes the village and batteries. Bed 10.30. Tindale and
Robertsonds fatigue parties at night.
December 28': Misty weather. Capt. Harnett and CSM Murphy go up the line for a look around. Tindale
and Platoon Sgt. Al so go umyself left bBhint i bubsidiaryg lin& Baog . R
fire. Armchair. Move into front line tonight. No fraternising with Fritz orders.

December24:Fr ont | i ne. Robby takes first shift and my:
no sleep. Beaucoupork wiring and revetting.
December 28: As yesterday. Meal s anytime you can get t

snipers. Robbie goes on and relieves Tindale, who gets 24 hrs off. Sgts Moffat and Hodgson carry on with
me. Not too bad.
This seemsather poignant seeing it was Christmas Day!
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December 28': As per usual. Strafe on with whizzbangs and minnies, but nowhere near us. | go on to relieve
Robbie on Nos.-3 posts for 24 hrs at 9pm. Midnight & dodging Ms etc.

December 2%: Located a few MGs and TMs in Freliigh& g o't our artillery to
working parties active and got onto them with artillery and they imshied. Have to lay about all day, sleep all
day & observe etc all night. Finish at 9pm and go bagkasts 214 and spotted snipers. Work all night.
December 28: Fati gue work duty from 10pm to 1.30am in ¢
work. Napoo Ave. Plenty of dead Huns. Horrible smell. Gas shell stops work for awhile. Box resp[irators]
on engineers and sappers. Back to dugout in Long Ave. at 2am. Repartioto Coy Hdqgrs at 3am. Bed

till 6.15. Stand to till 7.15am, stand down, Break at 8am. Dinner 8pm. Tea at midnight. Work all night.
December 29': Big stuff lobbing in Long Ave. Wirup. Sleep in fits and starts all day. Collected mess subs.
Dinner at 3.30pm. Work in Celestial Ave. at night. Stand to etc. Fritz strafed Long Ave. Blows it up in a few
places. Supper midnight. Bed 1.30am.

December 38 Break 7am. Working parties all ga& night. Repetition of yesterday. Bed 2.40am. Stand to
6.15.

December 31" Preparations for relief. Leave Long Ave. 10pm through Screen AY&tAPmy platoon and

B Coy subsidiary line. Tea 6pm. Working party 7.40pm to Monmouth Ave. with Sappes. [Retrtirn
10.30pm. Dinner 11pm. 12pm rum issue & MG barrage. Verey lightsSatfed by MGs, no artillery.
Dugout with Kelsal/l & Taylor B Coy. (6Jake with t
& the QM with his tripod remains of mackeimgun.

January 1° 1918 Subsidiary line Frelingien. 5.30pm send Taylor (Pte Runner) to 20 BHQ with work
report. Returns 10pm with the receipt. Out of bed 9.30am. Breakfast 10.30am. Strafe by Fritz onto batteries.
Dead tired. Bed after breakfast. Lettasrhe. Sudden orders to report to BOR tout suite. Being transferred to
cyclists. Paddy Lane back from England relieves me. Big night. Cornet and violin. Capt. Harnett. Pont
Nieppe.

January 2" Up at 7.30. Break 9. BOR 11 Ravelsberg. (Div HQrs) Paymaster 3pdnfrancs. Orders to

catch 7.55am at Steenwerck and leave Pont de Nieppe tomorrow at 5am. Mandolin and violin duets with
Capt. Harnett and myself. Big night encore. R Smith (my batman) packs up my valise. Sleep on floor tonight.

That is where his diargnds. The Cyclist Corps were soon being reorganised and men were being returned to
field battalions. Lieutenant Chapman was taken on strength with th&atalion again on 18January

1918. As his dairy ended on Januaf§ tis subsequent movementsidae followed only through unit war
diaries and in the 17Battalion history (from which any following quotes have been taken).

The 17" Battalion were out of the line when William rejoined, having been relieved by the 20
Battalion. By February *1they were at Colombeya pleasant village in the wellack areas where an
opportunity was taken to indulge in sport and recreation as a handmaiden to serious training

The arrival of a new chaplaif®adre Tugwell, and a gala day when the battalion took over the
village street with a fancy dress parade amarquees stocked with food and liquid refreshmenese
notable events of this time. Padre Tugwell was often referred to with affection by William in later year

Unfortunately, heavy rain destroyed the plans for a big sports day on Mirbhtla rugby match
between the 17and 18 Battalions was played the next day, resulting in a draw. Perhaps Lieutenant
Chapman, who had performed so well at Cambrid@es, avparticipant.

By 8" March the 17 Battalion was back at Le Rossignol Camp and split into working parties
designed to strengthen defences against the expected German offensive. It was back in the line off March 14
engaging in night patrolling. Lieehant Chapman described some of his experiences in this activity to me,
although along with most of his comrades, he didn

By 23“ March the battalion was back in Kortepyp Camp. While there they learnt that ther@erm
had launched their mudmticipated offensive. With Russia out of the war, the Germans had boosted their
troops on the Western Front. As the enemy advanced over ground that the Australians had won not many
months before, it seemed to the trotps al the agony and blood had been in vain

The subsequent activities of the™Bat t al i on can be followed in L
book or in CEW Bedis Vol. VI, suffice to say that they were heavily involved in stemming and repelling the
German spng offensive. By May 14 the battalion was in front of Morlancourt, where they relieved tfe 34
Battalion. They were in a very successful engagement with the enemy her8 btaylafter which they
were relieved by the 3(Battalion and retired to \l-sur-Somme.

Exactly how William Chapman was involved in these activities it is impossible to say, but he was
seconded along with three other lieutenants to tffeBHtalion who were also in front of Morlancourt. On
24" May the 19 Bat t al i dary resordsvenemy artillery firing from Mallard Wood, and that one
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officer and one other rank were wounded. That officer was Lieutenant Chaimamight arm had been

nearly severed at the el bow. ( WBdtdlian&hstorg) woundi ng
William was subsequently evacuated to hospital in Londor"alude, where it was found necessary

to amputate his arm above the elbow. He was returned to Australia Karé8na embarking on 28 July

and arriving in Sydney on"9%Septembe1918. He must have had mixed feelings learning of the exploits of

his former comrades in the months after he was wounded.

_ - , [Left: Officers of the 1% Battalion, Glisy,

; : 26" June 1918. Relevant to this article are:
Lt FW Tindale CdeG third from left,
back row;Lt WA Robertson, right, back
row; Lt Col KW Mackenzie MC & Bar ,
| sixth from left, front row; Capt ET
Harnett, ninth from left, front rowPadre
FW Tugwell, fourth from right, front row.
Australian War Memorial Negative
Number E0398.]

" Back in civilian life, Wiliam was

. employed as a clerk by Sydney City
i Council and later by Sydney County
Council, which was the electricity supplier
to Sydney. Despite being naturally right

E02598  handed, he learnt to write beautifully with

his left hand. He puted his love of sport, especially rugby union, which he played for a while. Giving
playing away, he took on refereeing, and he rose to the top of the NSW referees, officiating at two Australia
v New Zealand Bledisloe Cup Tests at the SCG in 1938.

World Wa Two stopped his international career, but he was a leading referee right through the war
years, refereeing an Australia v Army game at the SCG during that time.-Armieel Test referee must
surely be unique. He also coached many rugby teams with rédesauacess, winning competitions with
Hunters Hill Juniors, AWA and Harlequin sudlistrict sides. He also coached the Western Suburbs First
Grade Shute Shield side for a couple of seasoafi this while refereeing on Saturdays and attending
meetings ot he Referees" Association and the judiciary
winter, though the writer as a child watched virtually every match he refereed for many years.

William tried unsuccessfully to enlist again in the army, hopindndtp with sporting activities.

Failing in this, he corresponded with very many servicemen on active service. He spent many hours at night
engagedn this activity right throughout the war.

William Chapman passedway in 188 at Concord Hospitaand his ashes were placed in the
Northern Suburbs Crematorium.

Endnote: William Chapman was the uncle of John Laf fi
about the post war stoicism of the wounded and gassed Diggehldy father was often ipain but he did
not compl ain. My Uncl e Bill didnét, and he had | o

Morlancourt in May 1918. It was difficult for him to accept that he would have to allow his wife and later his
son, about my ag to do everything for him, but he complained only to my father. As infantry veterans both,

Bi Il knew that Charles would understand. I'n frust
own meals. d® Yet with o0 neadingRugby feferees; ared my fateer, with angiyad n e
and breathlessness, was one of Sydneyds hockey re
determined not to admit their disabilitef.Sour c e: » A Kind of I mmfiny t al i t

Kangaroo Press 2000. maoyyearsnda vislting the Westera Froo&ttigfieldsddsn * s
unfortunately never been published.]

Photos sought for Lijssenthoek project[ f r om , Vet afifflai rs", Spring 20
» We ar e s e e klijssgnthdele \WWI Céneteryto Help with their new Information Centre that
they intend to build at this cemetery. There are 1 128 WWI Australian Diggers buried in this beautiful
cemetery in Belgium. We need, if possible, photos of these Australians and/or phbsogf Honoul
Boards or such like. Caéact Lyn and lan Guy, lynianguyl@pond.com or www.lijssenthoek.be.
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Lambis Englezos:the man who rewrote Austr al
Kathryn BartonMosman

Lambis Englezoss houl d be a household name. To stud t

transfixed as he described his journey to t

a French field for more than 90 years, he is much moretha.

Born in Greece, Lambifleft] has no blood connection
with the Anzacs. But his ties to
shores for the bloody battles of WWI are embedded in his DNA.

Lambis, who shot to fame following the discovery of the
remains of the Lost Diggers of Fromelles in 2008, travelled from
Mel bourne to share the ins and
students at St Mary"s Cat hedr al
Bethlehem and De La Salle colleges at Ashfield.

Having seen the beauilfvideo tributes researched and
recorded by Year 9- andl goyesnedfto anm St
international audience during the 201dmeerment of the soldiers
recovered from the Battle of Fromelles of 194Bambis phoned
the school to make an appointrharith the boys.

“ went to Middle Park Cent:
remember sitting on the asphalt there and listening to stories of
the Anzacs,” Lambis told the Yesa
always had an interest in military history. My fathveas in the
Greek Army during World War Il
experience at all, but | grew up in Australia and grew up with
those stories of the Anzacs.”’

ents a
he di s

As ti me went by, Lambi s*” fascination with the
former teacher, he knew enough of the Great War
di dn"t add up”. “Something wasn-®"t right with ta
foll owing one of ouressbhtbant kefdi eveerst hedsaobdt | “
night, not even 24 hours, 5 533 men ended up kil

For decades Lambis has ¢ a+andegedtuallyloreto romhera Framges * s

Several times between 2002 and 2010, Lambis Englezos beat a path to France. It was during his second visit,
in 2002, armed withtbidstoeasesklkrghesthanhshe “sta

Lambis spoke of those who sur vi-vtegphydichlenehtaa t | e .
emotional ones-f or a | i fetime,” he said. “Fromell es was
horrible night lingered alays with the men who were there and with the families of the survivors who had to
endure it all when their battered sons, Dbrothers

Lambis explained that Germans had the high ground, the advantage of artillery fire and fiercely
deended positions, he told the students. “They"d
week.” While the Anzacs were experienced sol diers
new to the Western Front and were there at the behes f the British Ar my. “
Fromel |l es. It was a complete disaster,” Lambis sa

“The Australian casual t if¢heBoergKorean and Viethamansgput t h e
together, al | i n one nilegoh Ergmélleshwas tte avbrst night'in Audireliani e v e
military history.” On that fateful ni ght, near |l y
men lay outin Neman“s | and for three years befor atthisheir
number di dn"t equate with the records of t hose
frustrated, devastated. “The number was too grea
there had to be a burial sitethat was the onlyanswer. And it had to be big enough to hold those
unaccounted for.

“On the Honour Roll of the missing of Fromel |
another 36 soldiers listed at the Australian Memorial at Vilerse t onn e u x . dlupg. Therewete di dr
too many men unaccounted for. | suggested there m

The students asked Lambis what had propell ed
pilgrimages | take ondbh al f of f, Dhud y1 Nem S@i d. “As far as get

Corfield and his book ,Don''t Forget Me , Cobber™ t
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In Corfield"s book, the author shares notes f
afterthe battle | t was one such diary, that of Jack Bowder
that mentioned Pheasant Wood as a likely burial site. So | sent away to the Imperial War Museum looking
for aerial photographs of the ground and, at a place daledsant Wood, we found certain anomalies. We
had photographs a month before the battle, and there was absolutely no digging at all before at the site, then
we have photographs two weeks after the battle and they showed a lot of digging andecwidadot of
g r o u n d Wooobtdn this evidence, Lambis sent away to the Imperial Museum in London for copies of
aerial photos of the region. The black and white aerial photos taken by the British of the German ground as it
was before and after the battle slealeight very large, rectangular holes, dug with chiselled precision in two
rows and, in the ,after"* shots, evidence of new g
was not only a breakthrough, but evidence that would force autkdotit up and listen because those who

had encountered Lambis® determination and his [|if

Finally the “the smoking gun’” was found amon
question was dated two daykea the battle, so 21J u | vy , 1916, " Lambis said. “
» YOou wil|l prepare ground before Pheasant Wood for

his hunch was right. In the days after the battle, the Germanseethovs ol di er s
their names, Lambis said.

“Finding this document meant we now had a wor
were 191 Australian names among them. The Brits numbered 306. We then went through tlesKRé<
and found 191 names of Anzacs and the corresponding documents. That meant we now had a working list of
191 burials.” Ar med with this new proof, Lambi s
confidently put an p, slonympigued the lineress g ardhdeolagists fram Bnitish
universities who joined him in the search. They came to the site dressed in white forensic overalls and
brought hitech scientific sonar equipment. Students laughed when Lambis showed thsotoeobhis
, hitgeghch® equi pment . He had brought a shovel.

“1 knew they had to be there because weadhad pl
and being transported by train at night, pushed for 3km by German soluieizkan somewhefeor bur i al
h e s Eherelwas rfothing in the records or the pest recoveries to suggest anyone had discovered such
a major masdurial site behind German kns . But i t  waAdter faking his fiadingsItootlei ¢ a |
authorities, Lambis and sismall band of likeni nded soul s were met with “a
and some incredulity that a site thatbigg| d have possibly been missed.”

When theGreat Warended, the Imperial War Graves Commission dispatched a group called the

identity

GraveRgi stration Unit in search of buri al grounds,
assumed there*d be an end to it. They told us it
in 1920." But mi s s e @pt uptthe wrassure and,Thioeked at_eaenyhturns éventkally

called in the press which soon brought political clout to bear.

Soon, a gentle dig revealed enigmatic Australian badges andligdogharms. Lambis said he
began to feel anxious but hopeful a¢ tfhought hénad found the burial sites. Aradl the fancy equipment
and expert knowledge came into its own. Soon, Lambis was handed pictures taken of the earth beneath the
ground®"s surface where the outlinee®cleafysdeuman r e ma

“There were people suggesting we should | eave
pictures showed these men resting in anything but peace. We had to get them out and give them the proper
burials they deserved. "’

The Scottish team used met al detectors across
Austral i-.onewastaegpsdluck medal l i on and the other an
belonged tdPrivate Harry Willis from Alberton Shire in Wtoria, the greagreatuncle of Tim Whitford
who joined the Englezos research camp after reco
been | ooking for Harry al/l his |ife and thais meda
never came home from the battle, so he must be btirveed. | knew that no Anzac had made it as far as
Pheasant Wood during the battle and the only logical way it could have got there was on his person. | was
always confident they were there.

“ 1 wdoverkatosely with Tim on this project and it was my absolute privilege to go with him to
visit his grandmotherHa r r y " st on iteeclel her that her uncl e had be
showing a photo of an elated Tim with his beaming dimnaother.

“1t was the medallion which I ed us there and
identity,” he said. She had carried the | oss of F
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There is a growing participation arah increasing awareness and a keenness to learn more about what
happened on the Western Front.

The discovery sparked a $16m project and, bec
site, the bildl was spl it |dsgow and ©xford luroversitiesvisited tioersise” g «
and tendered for the role of recovering the bodies, eventually won by Oxford.

Lambis said he*"d read an article that decl ar e
amount of money could buywhdtaat July 2010 ceremony meant to so

Two-hundred and fifty soldiers have been recovered from the buriat afjed between 16 and 44.

“They 1 i ed abothuays-toheadlawedadiglat.sAnd, of those bodies, DlAustralians have
been identified, 14 of those quite recently,” Lar
and two pairs of fathers and sons ...

“Some of the bodies wild./ never be i dehothavd,i ed ¢
their dignity and identities have been restorednd t hat *s so i mportant. It "
these men. And it"s about giving their families t
atthe very least. Yes,t t ook many years of advocacy, but | ook
there is a moral obligation; if you can find your

When human remains were discoveres!

Lambissaidhef el t “ al | i altiwas e

mix of anxiety, relief then hopebut no bitterness
towards those who worked to slewor stall— his
progress. “The wor k

i mportant for any of
just felt that- now we had found themwe had ¢
recover them. This is not ancient history. W
would not let it go because some bigwigs told |
to forget it. Not while there were Australiar
families still desper
course, there was history to rewrite.

The excitement of the find- and the
world-wide news coverage it garneredmeant
Lambis now had a media profile. Soon he met with less resistance. Then it was decreed that the burial site
would be excavated and a nearby new cemetdfyomelles (Pheasant Wood)would be built to bnour
and remember the ,Forgotten of Fromell es*® .

“The c uroween Maddme Mdri®aule Demassiet, whose family had owned the land for
generations, is a wonder ful human being,"” he saic
wasinppgress and announced that she wanted to donat
me; it belongs to the soldiers buried here."”

The patch of land where the bodies were was no good for farming, she told Lambis. It was too
lumpy, eventhody over the years her family had tried to i
bl ue f I oweacsloufsimiiaeto Soegénhdnots.

He said Mme Demassietn der st ood the unending senti ment 1

W

uncles in the Great War | one of whom was missing,
mar bl e casket made and, in it shies di mpd arciemt iswn :l
the soldiers are here in this cemetery, but their

With the exhumation underway, the Federal government set up a repository for descendants of the
missing soldiers to have their DNA catalogued.

On 19" July, 2010 it was clearly evident to an international audience that Lambis and his team had
succeeded in changing the course of history.

“Over the years, I read the missing soldiers*®
| *d meiem pghotographs as young men. I felt that |
and when the last of those soldierwith his dignity restored was buried, carried to his new resting place
by a military burial party ... it was just wderful* | t was a wonder f ul service a
the last of those soldierswith his identity known and his dignity restoredvas buried, carried to his new
resting place by a military burial party .. it ow

Lambisalseef f ect ed cl osure f or t hesohaed thamdheir lileimed a mi |
—to see the right thing done by their dear relatives who gave it all for their country.

DIGGER 27 Issue 37



“You know, 81 families made that npyi,|"grhiemasgaei dt.
losses they feel have been carried right through the families. The soldiers, they were in anonymous ground
and now they are in defined and blessed ground, with proper headstones. They are at rest, they are restored.
The very reassurindning is that we now know that they are in the care of a village that will look after them
and protect them and love them. And we have defined ground where people, not just the families, can
continue to make their pilgrimages. But everyone hasarighstoMi and t o b e -stpteecrid.i cl.t

Lambis® work continues as he seeks new buri al
success. He listens to their tales of unbelievable coincidences that drive them ever onwards (what he likes to
cd | “one of those spooky Greek moments”). He" s r ¢

contacts across the continents that might see them glued more permanently to their quests, perhaps a bid to
shore up an army of fo@bldiers— proof of thegrowing swell of sentiment and support for the missions
ahead.

One student asks him where he" |l | start next.
France, he said. Another asks how ma nugtralimesoldieassr e st
unaccounted for,” he tells the group.

“There is an opportuni t-yandtley rhustmever beothoeghtmfiasa i n g
financi al i nconvenience,"” he said. “f we witian fin
t her e, I believe they should be given the dignity

For Lambis, the floodgates have been opened an

work has come to him in retirement: to help identify the remairikasfe soldiers who lie in foreign soil,
their identities unknown and their families still grieving. He is the voice of those buried by their cobbers, by
the enemy, and of those whose brief lives were swallowed by the mud in which they fell.

“What dli ylbut he Commonweal th War Graves Commi s
““Wel |, [ think Brian Manns, the man in charge of
desk.”

“Iwtas an absolute pleasure to
La Salle College captain, Joshua Favaloro, said.

“He gave us a remarkabl e s
and experiences with the lost soldiers of Fromelles. | was
truly inspired by his story and simply prbwf him, given
that he had spent a good portion of the last 10 years as the
dynamic impulse behind the entire expedition to find the
missing soldiers.

“Having been to Fromell es
Scholarship, it was an enormously fulfilling experience
listening to the great story of that pristine little plot of land.

: It really put that part of the trip in perspective for me.
“Lambis really struck a chord with me given t
was young. Despite not having anyedt relatives, as is the case with me, it was evident that he still felt a
great obligation to these young men.

“The Bethlehem and De La Salle Year 11 and 12 Modern History classes gathered at Bethlehem
College for the everithe said.

“Fr om swietatkimyg peers | can say they too were ¢c

Above: Lambis and Kathryn Barton with student, Al€tancy, whose great great great uncle,
Private 1968 Colin Henry Arnott (30" Bn), was amongst those identified at Pheasinbd. (All photos
courtesy of Kitty Beale.)

24™ Battalion humour

6ThéB&#®talion Journal 6, SeptemberCardiff 18, contri bu

TO LET — Airy dug-out, with entrances four sides, top and bottomtaiall drained to one end. Ratained to resped
Anzacs. Secret chamber for safe retirement when fatigue parties being warned. Adjacent to comparysouekef
steak and onions and other choice dishes backsheesh. Too good for present cetupaotshgohu s e, ” Rue de
» D "oy Terrace.
WANTED - Capable linguists to teach transport mules the Australian language, including all embellishments. Samples
of standard required may be heard on all main roads or at the horse lines. Apply T.O.

—
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Corporal 241 Léon Jean Briand MM: A French-born Digger
Yves Fohlen, Quessy, France

Among the Diggers who fought in France, were some Frbooh soldiers. According to official figures,
about 160 Diggers declared themselves as born in France. One theddWwRsivate LéonJean Louis
Briand. He was a French naturalisBdtish subject who had previously served in the French Navy.

On 18" October 1914, Briand joined theé' AIF. Born in
Saint Malo on the northern coast of Brittany off B®vember 1876,
he lied about hisge, stating he was only 31 years old. The husband
of Clara Maud, of Terrace Road, East Guildford, Western Australia,
Léon gave his trade as ,l abourer®

Attached to the 16Infantry Battalion, Briand embarked at
Melbourne on 2% December 1914 on HMAT A% Ceramic and
fought on Gallipoli, where he was wounded in action (fractured
skull). Sent back to Australia, he disembarked at Fremantle“on 2
September 1915. After convalescence, Brogtober 1916 Léon fe
embarked at Fremantle per A2Suffolk, attachedto the 20
Reinforcements/16Battalion.

[Left: This newspaper photo records Briand as being wounded.]

On 27" October 1916 he was awarded the Military Medal for
bravery in the field, earrby his actions on Gallipoli, probably at
Quinn"s Post in May 191%d[citatio

As part of ., B" Company, Priva
the First Battle of Bullecourt and was reported as missing 6h 11
April 1917. Here is histatement dated 13 ebruary 1918, given to
Australian Administrative Headquarters after being repatriated:

My Battalion was lying in front of Bullecourt, when we got the order

to 6hop overdé and secure the Gerr
of us. We gothe order at about half past four in the morning of the

11" April. To reach our objective, we had to pass over about 700
yards of badlybattered, shelholed country. We lost quite a number

of our men on the passage thdfle ansl machine gun firg thoughtas f@ar o p e
as | can recall, there was little or no shelling.

The wire entanglements in front of the enemy trenches had not been properly destroyed and it was in
struggling and scrambling through this mess of wire thatlest most men. | got over safely, and was
occupying a post on the extreme right of what had been the enemy front line trench. Here we built up a
barricade of a sheet of galvanised iron, sdralys and anything else that lay handy. We hung on to our
position as long as we could, repulsing three successive German ceittateks. But our stock of
ammunition was rapidly running out and our men were being killed or wounded.

When the enemy courdattacked for the fourth time, they succeeded in carrying the barricade we
had built and the neighbouring traverses. We still continued to fight on with the Germaigremades of
which we had found two boxes in a eéug. We also hd s o me 6 Fbombs and své usexd ghgse
against him also. In fact we used up all the ammunition of any sort that we could find against the German
counterattack. But when the Germans captured our barricades, they also got control of a communication
trench from which they could enfilade our line.

With others, | made an effort to get back to our own lines. | got as far as what had been a German
listening post, and while about here, | saw someone hoist a white flag. At this juncture | was wounded by a
German egegrenade, my right leg being shattered. | saw German soldiers approaching me and got ready
for action two Millsdéd grenades that I still had i
could see them. One of the Germans made a movasm#mough to shy a bomb at me, but when he saw that
| also had bombs, he threw his away, and it exploded harmlessly near the parapet. Thereupon I did the same.
The Germans then advanced and, with others | was a prisoner.

What happened immediately afteapture?

We were moved back to a little village some 4 kilometres back and placed in a shed. | saw a good number of
our chaps there, including Lieut. Courtney of 6D
hours here, we were moved to schibamlise some kilometres further back. From there a rmisrtook us to

a railway siding where we were quartered for the night in a marquee. There we were given bread and soup.
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Account of life as a prisoner ofvar

Up till now the only attention my wound hagceived was the field dressing | had managed to apply to it
myself. Next morning we travelled by train to Verden a Aller [sic]. We reached that place about 9.50 pm and
were placed in a hospital or reserve authorities till April 1917, but thistimeitbadg@ compl et el y
There were German nurses at this hospital, and one of them, at any rate, was very kind and attentive to me.
One of the German doctors also, was very good. Apparently there were not in this hospital the appliances
necessary for thproper treatment of my wounds.

From Verden | was forwarded on to the Soltau Camp in Hanover and there | remained until January
7, 1918. This Soltau Camp was a very big prisone
some 7 000 mixed prisanpatientsi British and Australians, Russians, French. About two days before we
were taken from Soltau a body of some 800 Italian prisoners arrived. | presume they had been brought from
the Austreltalian frontier. The poor beggars seemed to have beemdgavvery rough time indeed at the
hands of their German Captors; so much so that the rest of us made up a food subscription among us and
handed it over to them. | am a native of Brittany and speak and understand lItalian, but my guards never
allowed me ta@et near enough to the Italians to talk to them.

From Soltau was moved to the frontier town, Aachen, travelling by way of Bremen, where | spent a
night on the railway station. | was at Aachen when the Prussian Crown Prince visited the camp. He spoke to
me . He asked me what uni t Iléhb\ejlsmmgiédane(),andLivv1h1eI|
grunted and passed on. He | ooked O6Fitd enough. I
passed me for repatriation, across Holland to Rotterdam, whence | embarked for England, reaching Boston
on January B, 1918. Immediately after arrival | was sent to tRieGkneral Hospital, Camberwell.

During our passage across Holland the Dutch people were cordially attentive to us and treated us
real well. So also did the Australian Red Cross Society. | got myR&@@tCross parcel in the third week of
June while | was at Soltau Camp. For the most part these parcels reached me regularly. But there was a
spell of six weeks during which | ran short, both of bread and other food. | never understood why. During the
last six weeks of my captivity the parcels came quite regularly.

| saw bands of wounded Australian prisoners at Wilhelmshaven and on Bremen railway station, but
was never permitted to talk to them é

Endnotes (1) Verden An Der Aller is a German town of Saxp . (2) According to | an
Bull ecourt & Beyond®, Léon BrMiJame t918vandsdischeegedidibe d t
September. He was gold prospecting near Kalgoorlie in the 1930s and died in Geraldton, WA, inlH®60 at
ageof 77 years. (3) Photof Briand courtesy of Andrew Pittaway.

Yves solves cover photo mystery
Graeme Hosken, Dubbo

The Editor enquired if any reader knew the background to the photograph thaseds the cover of
DIGGER36 [below] . Our , Fr o g gohlemcwithinta eveek, hadovind ¢he photo on display in
the VillersBretonneux School Museum, and fortungtiélcarried a captionwhich not only told of thelate
and place but also gave the AWM photo nun{E@BOO4 or E3004K for names of some numbered soldiers]
# It turns out that the photo was taken at
Chuignolles, France, on 23 August 1918 and
shows, C “ompany of thel® Battalion AIF
establishedn a railway cuttingThis position had
been captured only that morning and the enemy
was still being fought out of his positions further
| ahead at Chuignes and Cappy. Identifiedhe
photograph arePrivate Brown MM (centre
foreground, numbered 4); Sergeant HL
Andrews DCM (centre middleground, to the
right of soldier lying dowrcovered 7); Captain
CB Withy MC (second person along from
Andrews, against banl9); Corporal Bardney
(reclining in front of Withy, 11); and Private
Case(head only visible, behind Bardne?).
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Nellie Pikei t h ei totLl e

Si sterd

Graeme Hosken, Dubbo, and Daphne Tongue, Hazelbrook.

mont hs and was
tall and weighing 7st 6lb.

Nellie Alfreda Pike was born in Wellington, NSW, and was a
trained nurse when she applied tanjdhe Australian Army
Nursing Srviceon 21" July 1915 She was the daughter of Mrs
A Pi ke of ,Lavinia®“, Reginal d
appointed to the "3 Australian General Hospital upon her
acceptance into the AANS. Nellie was aged 26 years and 10
you

a diminutive

After spending time nursing wounded and sick men
repatriated from Gallipoli in Egypt, Staff Nurse Pike embarked
- for duty with the 3 AGH on Lemnos in August 1915. Nellie
remained on Lemnos until 27January 1916, when she
returned to Alexandria aboard ti@xfordshire She was next

 stationed at the™8AGH at Abbassia from February onwards.

September on thi€aroola.

Nellie was transferred to the Bulkley Restriaat Abbassia on
4™ September 1916 prior to leaving for England orf" 25

Nellie arrived in England with the3AGH on 5"

October 1916. Two days after Chrlstmas 1916, Nellie reported sick to hospital at Brighton. Afteringgo
Nellie went on leave betweeff @nd 28 January 1917. On 2March, Nellie was attached for duty with the

1°** Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield, marching in from the Kitchener War Hospital. She nursed
there until 8 September 1917, on which date Nellie reported for duty with the Australian Nurses Home at St

Albans.

Nurse Pike was discharged on™28eptember 1917 in consequence of her marriagéharles
Laffin . The day before her marriage she wrote to the Matr@hief, AANS, AlF:

Dear Madame,

| wish to make application to be married ori"28st. & understand | vacate my position on that day.

On 2" October she again wrote to the Matron in Chief (Grace M Wilson was then acting in the position), this
time advishg her that she had indeed been married on SeptemBer 28le |l | i e“s marri age

for discharge in England and she had to sign a statement sayirgg thatf t er marri age,
claim in regard to a free or assisted passage back w&irAlia, or to any privileges granted to members of
the AANS, AlF[Below. Charles and Nellie Laffin on the occasion of their wedding at St Albans, 28.9.17.]

FFFAIF in 1998 and is our patron memoriam. Daphne and Patricia are both active members of the
association. On the next page are some recollections of his mothemby Jolt a k e n

Kind of I mmortality®, Vol ume I
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Staff Nurse Nellie
Pike was entitled to the
three war service medals:
the 1914/15 Star, the
British War Medal and the
Victory Medal. She also
had her application for
war service leave gratuity
passed by the authorities.

Charles and Nellie
Laffin had three children:
John, Daphne and Patricia.
John served in WWII and
became a prolific author
of books on the Diggers
and an expert on the
battlefields of the Western
Front. He founded the
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Born in 1889 in the NSW country town of Wellington, she was the second eldest of twelve children, not an
unusually large family for the time. She had ambitions and did not want to spelifé béaying nursemaid
to younger siblings, whi ch was what prompted her
practising as a nurse for some years, she travelled to the other side of the world to nurse ill and wounded
soldiers, an expearince which took her away beyond the reach of her contemporaries who stayed at home.

Old soldiers— but really they were not so very old, many being only in theirthiidies in 1932

visited my parents frequentl y | fter fighteg @ some bleodya ns |
battlefield and most addressed her as “Little Si
of ficially, she had been Sister (or Staff Nurse)

One ex soldier tod  Mben | was lying helpless as a baby in her ward and needed to have my
back scrubbed, your mum used to flip me clean over on my belly. And she did it with on&hbdricdhows
how she managed that! "

Over the years between 1930 and 1938 several Biggglained to me how they had been brought

“back from death” by my mot heahaop” ,h orme asrhien h aadn saamy

. | f it hadn®t been for Little Sister the quack
hiseyed i xed admiringly on her as she poured him a c
foot when | was dragged out of a Gallipoli trenct
sawbones that she could pull me throughanGloyd, she di d!"* He had brought

Perhaps even more admiring were the former army hospital orderlies who came to our home. An
individual soldier knew only about his particukxperience in the hospital, he was completely alesbit
it, but the orderlies, many of them older men than the fighting troops, hadhe#enurses at work over a
period of months, day after day carrying on even when they were exhausted and ill.

Over and over, the orderlies put their necks on theklbbd army discipline to steal for Little Sister
and the other nurses whatever they felt they needed, and they offered my mother the same devotion now.
During the war she only had to complain, as she did on Lemnos, that her ward was short of blankets and a
pile of them would materialise overnight. Similarly, medicines, equipment and comforts turned up in the
ward. ,Where did all this come from?" she demande

In a freezing ward one November night in 1915 my motheaniraside to a colleague, mentioned
that she longed for a piece a&$h meat. Like the men on therfhsula, the nurses were rarely given fresh
food. The following nighPrivate Silas Hockingher senior orderly, appeared at the entrance to the ward and
beckoned her to come outside.the privacy of the canvas porch he cautiously passed her a rolled and soiled
|l ength of sacking from which blood was seeping.
eyeing a large chuekwhérastehat ¢&mentftyomb” Sil as
his breath. ,Just | etuphedsapppaped:. * And with a thumbs

Like almost everything else that Silas and his mates purloined for the nurses and their patients in the
wards, the steakad come from the headquarters shipgon anchored in Mudros Harbour, where British
staff officers lived in luxury. Other illicit supplies were scrounged from depot ships, whose officers seemed
to think that their function was to amass and hold sup@iber than secure and distribute them.

On several occasions in the 1920s and 1930s Silas arrived at our home with a slab of prime steak but
none was ever as welcome and as tasty as that froArdgen my mother said.

When our family suffered itsownhad t i mes and the Depression t oc
envelopes arrived, sometimes addressed jointly to my parents but more frequently to my mother, enclosing a
pound noteorateeshi I | i ng note with a card sheg imlgd ntoit hea sn"g.
these messages were unsigned but my mother always knew the identity of the-donmex orderlies or
patients. These men were still paying their respects to Little Sister when | left home for my war, twenty years
after the Great \Afr. At least one veteramas still visiting her with his wife in 1979 when she was ninety.

JACKAOG S [BVRUe]

Reprint of the 14" Battalion war history from Gallipoli to France. This version is upgraded from
the 1930s edition. Men who had aliases have now been named and the nominal roll edited.

Jacka’s Mob

anamatveof heGraiWer | | Albert Jacka earned his VC while serving with the 14" Battalion at Anzac.

[ 240 PAGES i PAPERBACK ]
$49 RETAIL i 1$42 FFFAIF Members [Postage free in Australia]
Other books available on the life of Albert Jacka.
Ask for a free catalogue of all our titles.
WAR BOOK SHOP

Py vons A 13 Veronica Place, Loftus NSW 2232
Phone: 02 9542 6771 Fax: 02 9542 6787 Web: www.warbooks.com.au
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0The Bl ack Anzacs©od: the first Austr a
Andrew Pittaway, Fremantle
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Arguably, it could be called the firgtustralian offensive action on the Western Front when, on Jline 6
1916, men of the"7Brigade raidedhe German trenches at Bois @igr near Armentieres. The Australians
had been on the receiving end of German raids, notably againsttam@a 1" Battalions, and though the

1 and 29 Divisions had conducted considerable patrol activity since their arrival in the Armentieres sector,
this was the AIF"s first attempt at an actual tre

It was during a patrol in May 1916 that th@" Battalion scouting officer, ‘

Lieutenant Reg Gill (who a year previously had been working as an accoun
for Fremantle Harbour Trust), found a section of German line where the ba
wire was slack and with plenty of ditches and cover innfN@ n * s. THisavasd
reported taCaptain Maitland Foss (of Perth), who inspected the area himself a
made a report to his commanding offic&plonel Collett. [Right: Captain
Maitland Foss MC, 28Bn. AWM Negative Number H06597.]

Orders soon came down from theugiralian Headquarters for eac
Australian brigade to prepare to undertake a raid on their front. Due to
scouting work already put in, thé" Brigade was entrusted with conducting t : S E
first Australian trench raid on the Western Frddrigadier General Paton of the 7"
Brigade opted for men from the '2@nd 28§ Battalions to make the raid, due to their
constant patrol activity on this section of front and because both battalions had
suggested a raid on the same section of German tramsgtr. Brigadier General John
Paton CB CMG VD, ¥ Brigade. AWMNegative Number A01581.]

Volunteers were called for, and though many asked to join the group, only six
officers and 60 men from the two battalions were detailed to take part. Those that were
selected wee withdrawn from the line for a two week period to learn and practice
their raiding skills, with two experienced officers from ti{eCanadian Division being
borrowed to teach the men about raiding.

As stated in the "7Brigade War Diary, the main objescof the raid were to:

(a) obtain prisoners; (b) collect information; (c) discover condition and method of holding trenches; (d)
capture any machine guns or trench mortars in the vicinity and (e) doing as much damage to the enemy as
possible.

Orders werdssued for each of the parties assigned a role in the Caiotain James Robinson
(Nundah, Qld) from the JBBattalion was OC of the attack and he would be located in the Australian trench
with the artillery liaison officer and telegraphists, and ret@ssages between the raiding party and HQ. In
case Robinson was killeGaptain Bruce Paterson(Geelong, Vic) of the 27Battalion was detailed as the
emergency backup.

Captain Maitland Foss was OC of the actual assault and he would lead the men (Bésrtias
trench. He would be supported by the right bombing party which was made up of Bat@28ion. This was
led by 2" Lieutenant Arnold Brown (West Perth), whose his party consisted of: two bayonet h%8%

L/Cpl Stanley Price (Maylands, WA) andl921 Pte Henry Denton(North Fremantle); one bomb thrower,
844 Pte Herbert EvangClaremont, WA), and three spare m2h98 Pte Bartholomew Moran(Bayswater
WA), 1924 Pte William Downey(Mornington Mills, WA), 2187 Pte Sydney Morgar(East Perth), while
2015Pte James Sheare(Melbourne, Vic) of the ¥ Machine Gun Company accompanied the party. They
would be assisted by two men in the listening post just outside the tfeidh:Sgt Claude WalshPerth)
and1920 Pte Herman DedmarfFremantle).
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The left bombig party was made up from the™Battalion and was led b@aptain Francis Caless
(Ayr, QId), and he was supported by: two bayonet @85 Pte Frederick Church(Scottsdale, Tasp137
L/Cpl Arthur Moxley (Brisbane, Qld); one throweB44 Sgt Henry McPhllips (Hobart, Tas) and three
spare menl1166 Pte Walter Phillips (Campbelltown, Tas)2026 Pte George KerslakgEuroa, Vic) and
2051 Pte Hedley Gunton(Mathinna, Tas). They were assisted Bie Michael Fitzpatrick of the 7"

Machine Gun Company (Fremantle

Both of the bombing parties would advance and clear the trenches up to the extent of their front,
while the two attached machine gunners would search for any machine guns or trench mortars.

The right blocking party of the J8Battalion was requiredot advance 20 yards down the
communication trench and block any advancing Germans. This party was made up of Western Australians:
220 Sgt Roy Brown (Perth); 1993 Pte Sidney Roxburgh(Leederville); 1029 Pte Frank McGregor
(Katanning);2023 Pte Harry Smith(Geraldton) and.945 Pte James HawkingSouth Fremantle).

Similarly, the left blocking party of the 2@Battalion was required to go 15 yards down the railway
communication trench and block any advancing Germans. This party was #b fygt Robert Smart
(Auburn, NSW) and consisted of68 Pte Charles GreenawayRichmond River, NSW)389 Pte Peter
Nielson (Herberton, QIld);1777 Pte Charles Abel(East Devonport, Tas) and37 Pte Isaac Mills
(Rockhampton, QId).

These groups would also be covered byritjet and left parapet parties. These men would not enter
the trench but would move along the parapet slightly in rear of the bombing parties, watching the ground
between the enemy front and support trenches to ensure the Germans did not enter theregandf the
bombing parties.

The right parapet party was made up from th& Battalion and consisted df15 Pte Robert
Walker (Mt Lawley, WA), 758 Pte John Price(Sth Gippsland, Vic) and125 Pte John Sandercock
(Wandiligong, Vic).

The left parapeparty was made up from the 2@attalion and
comprised492 Pte Arthur Taylor (Mt Morgan, Qld), 1265 Pte George
Limbrick (Hobart) andl518 Pte William Themor (Ipswich, Qld) [Right:
George Limbrick. AWM Negative Numb&A08528]

Two Intelligence menCpl William Sullivan (Northam, WA) and
Pte George Heathcoate(Westbury, Tas), were required to search
German dead and dugouts, and remove and bring back any of the follo
pay books; identity discs; shoulder straps; letters; pocket books; docum
speimens of flares, pistols, grenades and gas helmets etc. They were
ordered to take particular notice of construction and design of the trene:
and be prepared to report on anything they have seen. |

The runners369 Pte Arthur Powell (Boulder, WA) anl 575 Pte
Roy Henderson(Brisbane), would move with each of the assault parties
would be available for keeping touch between parties and ensurin
withdrawal was carried out promptly.

The telephonist40 L/Cpl William Cresswell (Mackay, Qld) and tiesman,1632 L/Cpl Harry
Chandler (Subiaco, WA), would be required to bring up the instrument and wire behind the scouts and
report to their OC, Lieutenant Gill, and then send reports to the OC Attack, Captain Robinson, by sending
word , Ent er podsible &ter trenchesrad deen entered. They were then to wait for orders from
the OC Assault Party, Captain Foss. He woul d t hen
Attack when he wished the barrage to be put down. As soon as anegtirevas ordered, this would be
reported to OC Attack and the telephone would be detached from the wire and telephonist and linesman
would return to the trenches.

Stretchetbearers were also given a role in the raid, though only four were supf8i@de James
Morrison (UK); 151 Pte Thomas RobgFremantle);540 Pte Ernest PennyRockhampton) an&30 Pte
John Naylor (Brisbane). Their orders werelie down outside the gap in the wire and wait for orders.

However, before all these assault parties ceoltimence their way forward to the German trench,
the way had to be cleared as safe by the scouting party led by Lieutenant Gill. His party was made up of:
1886 Cpl Herbert Tozer (Perth); 96 Pte James Hopkins(Broome, WA); 687 Pte William Roberts
(Blackburn UK); 1032 Pte Henry Pike(Kalgoorlie, WA) and699 Pte Dunlop Tollerton (Christchurch,

NZ). Their orders were tout the wire at the point selected. They will take out the telephonist and linesman
who will lay out a wire. After enemy wire is cut the ssowmill guide assaulting party to gap in the wire and
after entry of assault party they will breach parapet to facilitate retirement from the trench. One man of the

DIGGER 34 Issue 37



party will lay a luminous tape from the enemy parapet through the gap in the wire andteaogite of the
return journey for 100 yards.

Another important section of men were the covering parties. These groups were to follow the scouts
out of the trench and take up positions to cover the flanks and rear of the wire cutting party and would
remain in position until the assaulting party had all passed through on their way back to the trenches. They
would then cover the retirement and provide escort for any prisoners. From,tha
28" Battalion the covering party was made up lautenant Roy Phillips F
(Perth); 104 Sgt William Jones(Perth); 2388 Pte Albert Gould (Nabawa,
WA); 1752 Pte John McHugh(Whittlesea, Vic);1104 Pte John Gordon
(East Perth)428 Pte Robert Graham(Subiaco, WA) and®45 Pte Duncan
McLeod (Fremantle). The 26Battalion coveringparty comprised364 Cpl
Oscar Lawson(Wooloowin, QId); 941 Pte Daniel Quinn(Hobart); 380 Pte
James Mclnnes(Kempsey, NSW)1284 Pte Herbert Walters(Tamar, Tas);
1694 Pte Maurice Jarman(Sydney);2 152 Pt e D a (Brisbane) CJ
and2040 Pte Alex Kirkwood (Porratoo, SA). ;

In case of casualties the following six men were detailed as spare
to cover any of the partie611 Cpl Francis DouglagAramac, QId);206 Pte
Charles Woods (Coventry, UK); 72 Pte Roy Greenwood(Morven, Qld);
1709 Pte David GastonKalgoorlie); 57 Pte Cecil Drock(Kalgoorlie) and
719 Pte Thomas Wilson(Castlemaine, Vic)[Right: Private David Gaston.
Photo from , Klalgoorlie Miner"™

The raid was planned for the night d¥/6" June 1916, and the week prior to the raid the German
section of trench had been intermittingly bombarded. The raiding party was ordered to wear English
uniforms so that the Germans would at least gain no information regarding the presence of Audtralians i
they were killed. The men®"s faces and hands were
by the British press), and bayonets were painted
members of the party could recognise each othey had to wear white bands on their arms covered with a
strip of black cloth, with the latter to be ripped off after the attack started. All wore black sand shoes. The
scouts, bombers, carriers and messengers carried revolvers instead of riflesh&edieso

At 9.30pmon 8June 1916L i eut enant Gill “s scout i n
Australian trench and made its way to the German line. What happened next can best
be explained by Lieut @roceddédewargsatwortreds r e p
known as O6Two Will owsbé6. We then turned
entering his entanglements at a point about 40 yards south of the railway line. The
wire here was very poor indeed, quantities being spread on the ground which was
easily crawledover & only a very few standards placed at irregular intervals with a
few strands between them, the wire generally appears to be in this condition for at
least 30 yards which was as far as the patrol got on coming across a Listening Post
established by #henemy about 15 yards from his parapet. There were three men in
this post, which was made out of loophole plates painted green and raised above the
ground about a height of 366 to 46. We
all looking in our direction for some time and we were only about 4 to 5 yards from
them at the time. So it was now 11.30pm it was too late to start to cut a new path in the wire so the patrol
returned and reported to Captain Fog8bove left Lieutenant Reg GilPh ot o &s b Br g WMai | .

On explaining the situation, a decision was made with Captain Robinson and Brigadier Paton that
the raid be delayed until the next night. In the meantime before the next attempt occurred, Stokes mortars
bombarded the German listening poathen the scouts went out the next night they found the German
listening post destroyed with a dead German soldier the sole occupant.

The raiding party left their own trench at 9.30pm and proceeded acresaNo“ s | and, and
box barrage envelopirthe German trench as planned, Captain Foss led his men to the German line and they
were able to enter the trench without opposition. On entering the trench they soon saw that it was different to
the trenches they had been practising on, as the trench amagletely open to the rear, while the
communication trenches were also not fully dug or with parapets. Howleeenen set about their business.

Private Daniel Quinn, who was in the covering party, later sent back to his mother in Tasmania a

clippingfrom , The Daily Mail“ about the raid:
The Australians have last been in the German trenches. For 20 minutes our guns and trench mortars
bombarded the enemyés front 1|ine. A party of Aust

DIGGER 35 Issue 37



signal they jumed into the trench. The Officer who led the party and was first into the trench was a great
West Australian. On jumping in he found himself looking into the open entrance of a dugout. Flashing his
torch around he saw a young German cowering in a corndr g hands above his head. He pulled the
German out, and, catching him by the scruff of the neck, flung him bodily from the trench, over the parapet
into the arms of the party outside waiting to receive prisoners.

Other Australians rushed along the trerfobth ways, throwing bombs into each dugout. Germans who came
running up the trench in the dark were bayoneted. The party went along about 100 yards of trench until time
was up, when they were recalled, and vanished suddenly into the night again with [zés@ners.

Other British press used more embellishments and another paper said of Captahs Ressimped
into the German trench he pounced upon a German soldier and seized him by the hips with both hands. Then
he lifted him bodily off the ground drthrew him backwards over his head and over the parapet of the
trench €é and yelling out; O6Thereds Number Oneb.

The Australian historian, Charles Bean, later went on to stress in his account of the raid in Volume
lll of the Official History that neither B nor other accredited correspondents were responsible for the
overstated British press accounts of the ,Black A

After Captain Foss captured the young German soldier, two Germans came running up td the fron
trench and were promptly bayoneted by Private Church, while bombs were thrown down the dugouts in this
section of trench. Several more Germans had been captured but two were killed when showing resistance,
and as only seven minutes were allotted forrtid, the men completed their tasks quickly and efficiently
and returned to their point of entry. So far the raiding party had not suffered any casualties and the men
followed the luminous tape laid out by the scouts, bringing out three prisoners with them

The 7" Brigade War Diary thus summed up the raithere was practically no resistance by the
enemy, 12 of whom were killed, one badly wounded and three taken prisoner. Search was made for machine
guns and mortars but none were found. The parapetwasfd t o be about 96 high a
no parados. All dugouts were very strong and none were damaged by our bombardment. Some were fitted up
with berths like a ship cabin, 2 berths on either side. None were more than 2 to 3 feet below gedund lev
There were quite a number of dugouts quite close together. The party finished their work very quickly and
were only in the enemy trench for six minutes. Al
prisoners who were very young belongedhe 32f Regiment and were dressed in a grey green uniform
with red cording (edged).

By the time the raiders had got back into-d@a n “ s | and,
artillery had responded to the various flares being sent up by the German .
line troops and la a heavy barrage on the Australian line. The raiding pg 1 e
waited in ditthesinNenan“s | and for it to ec. #8 @& It he m
German shell fell amidst the covering party, killing Privates Albert Gould & i
Duncan McLeod. Privates Limedk, Kirkwood and Walters were alsc®
wounded. Gould and McLeod were later buried at Ration Farm Milit
Cemetery. There were also casualties in the Australian lines from the Gei®
bombardment, killing three not involved in the actual rdiceut William =
Murd ock of the 7' LTMB from Cambridge Tasmanid,05 Pte Thomas Lang %
of the 28 Battalion from BrisbanandL/Cpl Cecil Lewis of the 27" Battalion |
from Unley, SA.[Right: The grave of Duncan McLeod at Ration Far
Cemetery.]

After the raiders regained thefenches they returned to their battalions and due to the success of the
raid, those involved were granted English leave. Private Daniel Quinn wrote to his moth&hé¢hitiders
have had their photo taken in London, and the Australian ladies in Lond&rus all over London yesterday
in motor cars. We went to Windsor Castle, Richmond, Eton and Kew Gardens. The Australian ladies were
very kind. You ought to see the swank of some of the Australian wasters in London who have not been in
action. They haveatlor-made uniforms and feathers in their hats, and leggings and spurs as well as gloves
and a stick. You would think they were General Birdwood or somebody else.

» The Daily MaiThérewad asvery selecoluncheon padytat the Anzac Hasaegs!
at Westminster today. The guests were all picked men. They were the men who were chosen from battalions
of volunteers to take part in the gloriously successful little exploit that came off on June 6. Being in London
on a flying visit, they were ined to Horseferry Road to receive congratulations and strawberries and
cream é Strawberries and c¢r eam, explains an Aus
daintiest luxury. The big and juicy English strawberry is unknown in Australia. Whéusimalian goes
back to Australia his memories of England are always flavoured with strawberries and cream. Before the
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strawberries and cream there were some congratulations. Colonel Buckley on behalf of Mr Fisher bestowed
the compliments of the occasion.
There were of course other dainties. The waitresses were women who had volunteered for the office and they
were given frocks of the hue of strawberry leaves. After lunch the guests were taken for motor car drives.

Only a few members of the raiding partgne granted decorations, which is surprising considering
the success of the raid. Captain Cecil Maitland Foss and Lieutenant Reg Gill were the first officers of the
AIF in France to be awarded the Military Cross. Captain James Robinson was afterwaradseardedfor
the MC for the raid and for his later good work at Pozieres, but it does not seen to have been awarded.
However, he received the DSO for other actions in 1917. Second Lieutenant Arnold Brown would receive a
Military Cross later in 1916 for higint efforts in the raid and at Pozieres. He was also awarded the DSO for
bravery at Bullecourt in May 1917. Corporal Herbert Tozer was awarded the Military Medal (and he would
get the MC in 1918) and Pte Ferdinand Church of tievaguld also receive th®IM. Though he was not
awarded any decorations for the raid, Roy Cecil Phillips would be the most decorated of those that took part
by war®*s end. (After Dbeing wounded at Pozieres an
he then transfercefrom the 28 Battalion to the Australian Flying Corps. He joine¥ Squadron AFC
where he would be awarded the Military Cross and Bar, and the DFC for his bravery and 15 confirmed air
victories.Below:. Major Roy Philips MC & Bar, DFC, with his daughteHelen. AWM Negative Number
P08151.046.003.)

The men of the raiding party would undoubtedly have enjoyed
their time off in London but they altoo-soon had to return to their units.
Just after returning from London, one of the raiders, Pte Harry Swiath
badly wounded by shrapnel and died at Bailleul dh&he 1916.

A month later the ZBand 28' Battalion would take part in thé®
Di vision"s advance at Pozieres, an
Captain Maitland Foss MC, Captain Francis Cald?rivate Ferdinand
Church MM, Pte Roy Henderson, Pte Frank McGregor, Pte James
Mclinnes, Pte Arthur Powell and Pte Daniel Quinn. Others were to follow
at Flers in Mvember 1916: Pte Herman Dedm&gt William Jones and
Sgt Robert Smart.

In 1917, CaptaifReg Gill MC lost his life during the Third Battle
of Ypres, as did Sergeant John McHugh, Private Cecil Drock and Private
Bartholomew Moran. Sergeant Geoff Kerslake, Cpl Isaac Mills and Pte
Gaston had died earlier in the year around Bullecourt and the rifince
Line.

The last year of the warp
brought no relief to the raiders}

¢ with Captain Bruce Patterson
L/CpI Harry Chandler Private George Heathcoate, Private Ge
Limbrick, Private Ernest Penny, Private Thomas Robe anddPtes
Shearer all paying theltimate price.[Right: Lance Corporal Harry
Chandler. AWM Negative Numb&A08802]

Including the two Kkilled in the actual raid, twenty eight of th_
raiding party would not survive the warnearly half of the raiders’
t hat t ook p aratctiononthdWesterlAroht" s f

Throughout 1914918, trench raids would be a consta
aspect of warfare that the Australian infantry would have to ¢

.

vary. Would much be learnt from theids, apart from what Germarf
unit was opposite them at that time and whatever intelligencg
prisoner may give up? From this initial AIF trench raid, it could
seen that the Australians for the first time realised the strength o
German dugouts artbw little impact the bombardments had on the 2
—a worrying portent of what was to come in the future at places such as Mouquet Farm and Bullecourt.

Sources 7" Brigade War Diary; 28 Battalion War Diary; 28 Battalion War Diary; Volume Il of Charles

B e a ©fficsal History; Nevill e Br owni”tha"tst ahiisotngr y, Tthfe tBHeate2 &r
, Western Mail " newspaper; , The Daily Mail®"; ,The

DIGGER 37 Issue 37



Sergeant 2310 Henry Charles Thompson DCM, MM

16" Battalion, 2/16" Battalion
lan Gill, Success

Henry Char | es Théntpaonway lGo)n on 29June 1895 in Williams, Western Australand was
the second son born to Francis Bonaventure and Anne Eva Thompson (Hale). His mother died giving birth to
him, so he was raised with his brother Frank, by an aunt. The family lived and farmed in the Williams,
Darkan region south east of Pertthe boys moving between the respective farms of their father and aunt.
» Ha rmadttle schooling, and around the age of fourteen he travelled north on shearing work.

Harry joined the AIF on 28 May 1915, having taken his oath of enlistment and medical
examination earlier in the month at Narrogin. He was assigned td'tReifforcements to the feBattalion
with regimental number 2310. Thompson stood five feet six inches tall and weighed 150 pounds when he
embarked at Fremantle on HMAN62 Wandillaon 5" June 1915.

Thompson"s B2455 series service file is 1 ncomg
The 8" Reinforcements arrived at Gallipoli on"30uly 1915, but Thompson was under medical treatment at
the Na 1 General Hospital in g/pt on 2° August, indicating he remained behind. Off' Zigust he was
convalescing at the depot in Helouan, before joining tfeBEatalion, then at Lemnpsn 18" September.
Thompson saw the final stage of the Gallipoli campaign, evacuating witmalckine gunners on the
evening of 19 December 1915.

Following his return to Egyptarry remained with the I8Battalion on its rerganisation in early
March 1916. There are very few records of his movements after this time, although he was promoted
corporal on 18 August 1916, following the heavy fighting near Pozieres.

He was involved in the fighting at Bullecourt on™A p r i | 1917, being one o
Company to stvive and return to their lineshen the Germans launched their successful coattizck. He
was promoted temporary sergeant off Ry, and sergeant on "18uly, while resting at Canteen Corner in
Belgium.

Thompson was admitted to hospital with a septic hand 8rS2ptembed 917 He boarded th&t
Denisfor England and was admitted to the Beaufort War Hospital in Bristol Bis@ptember. On recovery
Harry joined a command depot, before transferring to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge Deverill.
He proceeded overseasfrance on 1DJanuary 1918, rejoining his unit in Belgium or"I&nuary.

Following service in the Ypres sector in January and
February, and at Neuve Eglise in March, thd Battalion
moved south into France with orders to block the German
Spring Qfensive, which had begun on %1March.
Thompson went into action on B@darch near Hebuterne,
and it was there that he was noticed for his gallantry in
action. He was subsequently awarded the Distinguished
Conduct Medal and his recommendation re#&ds: bravery
and most valuable work during the attack made by us®on 1
April 1918, near Hebuterne. He very daringly worked his
way into ANo Manés Lando, est
vantage and when the attack commencedpgened fire on
an enemy machirgun nest, keeping down the enemy fire
and enabling our exposed parties to advance. Subsequently
he carried his gun to a communication trench, which was
heavily enfiladed by enemy machine gun fire and brought it
into action. During the attack he fired@D0 rounds from his
gun, and undoubtedly caused the enemy casualties. His
bravery, energy and initiative during the attack were of a
very high order. After, he volunteered to explore a trench
where a large number of the enemy were concealed. With his
party he sicceeded in dislodging the enemy, captured their
machine gun and inflicted heavy casualties.
[London Gazette 30879 of 31918 Commonwealth Gazette
15 of 4/21919]
Left: Harold Thompson (standing) with his friend, 5357
Harold Dinsdale MM, 16" Battalion.
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On 14" May, Harry was admitted to hospital with an undiagnosed complaint. Thompson was
transferred to England where he was treated at several hospitals, being diagnosed with a severe case of
trench fever. He remained in England for the next five momtttxeeding for a return to his unit on"30
October 1918. The battalion was no longer in action, and it is not known when Thompson returned to
England.

Thompson married Dorothy Ellen Brand on"@8ebruary 1919 in Bath, EnglanAlE Form 527
Certified Extract of Marriage states date of marriage a¥ Bebruary 1919)They sailed for Western
Australia on 186 June that year, returning to the Darkan region. They had six children, one of whom was to
die serving in the 2/11Battalion during the Second WdiWar.

Thompson worked for the Main Roads Department from 1926, until finally being accepted for
overseas service in the Second World War dhMay 1940. Prior to this he had been accepted in tHe 10
Garrison Battalion, Volunteer Defence Corps (W2432®aving enlisted on 22November 1939. He put
down his age by five years and was taken on strength of th& BAiBalion with regimental number
WX3003. Less than three months lalttarry was promoted lance corporal, embarking for service abroad at
Fremantle on 280ctober 1940. He disembarked in Palestine, where he met up with his son Henry, who had
been evacuated sick during the fighting for Derna in North Africa.

By mid 1941 he was a sergeant, and following the operations against the Vichy &t¢hetLitani
River in Syria in June 1941, Thompson was recommended and subsequently awarded the Military Medal for
his gallantry. The recommendation reafsiring the attack on the Litani River on June* 9941, Sgt
Thompsonds pl at oo n edcSgnTimampsdreactedvas gatoen @ammander throughout the
action and showed outstanding leadership, initiative and gallantry. He led patrols on humerous occasions
with dash, drew the enemy fire and was instrumental in destroying a number of postsratie coash and
leadership throughout the action wasitstanding. (* Official citation statesJuly 9" 1941, which is
incorrect) [London Gazette of 30/12941]

It is possible that about this time, Thompson would have been made aware that Mis<$&t?2 Private
Henry Alan Thompson of the 2/11" Battalion had died of wounds on 24pril 1941, in the fighting with
the 6" Division in Greece.

Thompson was evacuated to tHeAGH with a foot
disability on 2% June, during the successful operatio
against the Vichy French, which resulted in an armistice
the second week of July 1941. He was medically classifie(
., it for duties other than
and he returned to Australidisembarking in South Australia
from theFelix Roussebn 23° May 1942. His discharge fro
the 2 AIF was signed on 'S April 1943, whereupon he]
enlisted in the Volunteer &ence Corps the following day
Allotted regimental number W53410, he rose to riduek of
warrant officer, and he was stationed at Manjimup in
southwest region of Western Australia for much of
service. This ended with his discharge dhAugust 1944,
due to health reasons. His wife Dorothy worked in the kitc
of a munitionsfactory in Welshpool in Perth, before movin
to Somerville Street, Manjimup.

Thompson rejoined the Main Roads Department, 4§
he remained there until his retirement. His wife predecea
him by five years, while Henry Thompson died on hi§' 8
birthday on29" June 1978. It is interesting to note that
wife and children were unaware of his Military Med;
decoration unti/|l the invej
Thompson had fought the Turks and Germans in the H
World War, and the French in the c®ad World War,
something that would surely have been on his mind, give
that they were his allies during the first conflict. He was one of those rare men who fought and won
decorations with the f6Battalion in two world wars, something very few men aubil. The two other
known men weréArnold Potts and 7720 JW Craik MM . [Above: Harold Thompson with his WWI and
WWII service and bravery medals.

th fi
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Endnotes: (1) 2677 Pte Frank Thompson Frank Thompson was born in 1893 and wasalder brother

of Henry Thompson. He enlisted in the AIF orf"24ine 1915, and was a member of tfidR8inforcements

to the 11" Battalion. He survived the war and returned for Australia hJi#/ 1919. He never married and
died on 4 August 1949(2) WX1112 Pte Henry Alan Thompson Henry Thompson was thenof Henry
Charles Thompson and Dorothy Ellen Thompson (Brand). He was born in Darkan, Western Austrdlia on 20
August 1919, the first of six children, one of whom died after only three days in 1925. A daipyman
occupationHenryenlisted in the ¥ AIF on 11" December 1939, becoming an original member of theé"2/11
Battalion. Thompson fought in the early North African actions at Bardia, Tobruk and Derna, before
participating in the ilfated campaign in Gree in April 1941. He was wounded in action during the
withdrawal and died the same day or" 2pril 1941. He is buried in the Phaleron War Cemetery, near
Athens, Greecg3) lan still has copies of his excellent™Battalion history for sale ($60 + $bstage).

Write to lan Gill c/o 15 Steiner Ave, Success, WA 6164.

Bendigo RSL Military Museum well worth a visit
Graeme Hosken, Dubbo

Looking to fill in time on a recent day trip to
visiting the military museum located in the centre of the city. Tim was right when he said you could easily
spend a couple of hours in the RSL Museantryto whichis a gold coin donation.

The museum is located in a magnificent building purgogei | t as the city"s me
served in the Great War. On the front wall are the names of all those men and women who volunteered from
the district while inside are three rooms open to visitors. The smallest room mainly contains records and
houses a copy of all the photographs found some years agodak negatives in a backyard shéthe
,» Gri nt on .Chelotheetevd rooms Holp artefactsjforms, medals, photographsaintings,books,
honour rolls, weapons and memorabilia from all wars in which Australians have fought.

The museum is staffed by voluntearndo are very proud of their collection and keep the displays
clean and tidy. Captiong of exhibits is very goodOpening hours are 10am to 4[@undayFriday, so do
yourselves a favour when in central Victoria and drop in to what must be one of the best military museums in
Australia.

Above left The Bendigo RSL Museum is housed in a
beautiful old buildingAbove right: Part of the impressive

display of artefacts in the museum. Unfortunately, someone
.researching* in t he museum
copy of BeanVolume XI| the rare photo volume, so their

library is now locked away. Left: This honour roll was
assembled from plaques that were originally placed near an
avenue of trees. The museum has an extensive collection of
honour rolls from Bendigo and district; some of which have

come from buildingset for demolition
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What happened to Dench?
Graeme Hosken, Dubbo, based on the diary of Ellis SildsBagalion.

Signaller 634 Ellis Silasvas an artist who enlisted in the AlF, despite hiscetffessed belief that he would

never make a soldier. Silas survived signalling and running messages on Gallipoli until 59157 when

he was evacuated suffering from exhaustion and neurasti@née on bard the makeshift hospital ship
6Gasconbo, Silas was able to assist the overwor ke
assisting Dr Fiaschi with an operation. One of h
intrigued me, so | set out to find out what happened to this wounded Digger.

Diary entry, May 20"

| am glad to say | have got my two patients up on deck; the atmosphere down here is

simply frightful and everything filthy. One of my cases is a man called Dench & he has
been shot in the head and is both deaf and dumb.

Diary entry, May 22"

Dench is now able to walk about but is heartbroken at losing his speech and hearing 0 this
he writes on a piece of paper and shows it to me.

Wh o was ,andwhatchéppened to him? A search of the nominal roll reveals that nine soldiers with
the surname Dench embarked for overseas service, and only one enlisted in 1914 and returned to Australia in
1915. That soldierwaBr i vat e 37 Fr e d edfthec?RField €dmpanylEhgineddse n ¢ h

Fred Dench was born in Hawthorn, Victoria, and was a 25 year old carpenter when he enlisted in the
AIF on 20" August 1914. He was married to Amy and living at 64 Nicholson Street, South Yarra. (Later,
Amy " s a daime 2 Blarende Steeet, Armadale.) He had five yearsvareexperience in No. 3 Field
Troop, Australian Engineers, in which he held the rank of sergeant, so it was no surprise to see him rushing
to enlistsoon after the outbreak of war

Denchwas qutehar ge man, standing 5"11%” tall, weigh
inches. He had dark complexion, brown eyes and brown hair. On enlistment, Dench was allocatey to the 2
Field Company Engineers as a sapper. He was promoted to lance corp@4l September 1914 but
reverted to sapper orf'®arch 1915 before leaving for Gallipoli.

Dench landed at Anzac Cove on 7.00am ofi &pril 1915, »
under the command of Major AM Martyn a@aptain Williams. He
was given special rs@icnidus gahantry or & “—:7‘-. 1
val uabl e s e MWayaed28 huret(thoagh we kBow hes e = .
was evacuated with Silas before"2@ay). [Right: This photograph =% " .. "
was taken byMajor Athelston Markham Martyn, 2 " FCE, and
shows Captain RV Cutler, also 2* FCE, ouside a snovcovered Pt K.
dugout in Martyn“"s Lane, Gal |
War Memorial Negative Number H16582.] R

On an unknown date in May, Dench was hit in the foreheadf®&=
a bullet, inflicting damage to his brain. He was evacuated to Egyp™®
the Gasconand after preliminary treatment, was invalided to Austra
aboard thédororataon 29" July 1915.

Dench underwent medical treatment in Australia until t
di scharge (, me d"iJdyalb16.yit appeafsiag thoug
Fred recovered from his wound, as applications for an incapa
pension by himself, his wife and children, Henry Frederick and Jc .
were rejected as Dench was ,nou. P L apacs
regained his hearingnd speech by this time. His recovery is supported by an entry in his record which
statesF Dench is now on Instructional Staff as CSM, Seymour.

Fred Dench was still alive in March 1967 when he applied for his Anzac Medallion and lapel badge.
At the time he was living at 2 Railway Terrace, Cheltenham, South Australia.

.rmber

Endnote: A search on Trovétrove.nla.gov.aushowed that Frederick Dench was swimming in the Yarra
River with two mates on 180ctober 1908 when one of the trio, Alfred Hill, drownededwould have
been around 19 years old at this time.

DIGGER 41 Issue 37



Private Horace Sutcliffe and Lieutenant LC Radcliffe, 49" Battalion
Col Sutcliffe, Birkdale

During the FFFAIF tour of the Western Front in July 2010, one of the most difficult cemeteries to find for a
commemoration was Hourges Orchard. This was for the commemorativate 5168 Horace Sutcliffe

49" Battalion. Neither Matt Smith, our tourdder, nor Yves Fohlen, our Froggy guide, had previously
visited the Hourges Orchard Cemetery. They were determingétttoit, but oneway freeways, a low

bridge and roads too narrow for the bus made access diffitut determination was, becausehe tords

of Matt, it is possible thatvery fewAustralians have ever visited tloemetery as it is away from the
Australiandéds battle area near Hangarcadanéandgaff @he
without acknowledging the sacrifioé the Australians buried there.

The basis of Matt®"s statement was that of the
four Australian graves. The remainder of the 133 known graves were predominantly Canadians. Finally, in a
wheat field neathe little village ofDomartsurla-Luce, the cemetery was found and in the back corner were
the graves of the four Australians. Whilst the commemoration was for Private Horace Sutcliffe, it was
impossible not to commemorate the others.

Next to the grave of Private H Sutcliffe was that.@utenant LC Radcliffe, 49" Battalion. The
headstones indicated that both were killed YRgust 1918.

It is interesting to compare and contrast the lives and backgrounds of these two soltier4%f
Battalion who lay side by side in the Hourges Orchard Cemetery.

Horace Sutcliffewas aged 22% years when h
enlisted in Townsvile on 10 January 1916. Upon
enlistment, he was assigned to th® Battalion, 16'
Reinforcements. He had travelldfdom Ayr with his
brother Joseph (Pte 5167), and friendWilliam John
Newbold, a native ofCwmtillery, Monmouthshire, Wales ,
(also 5168 but later assigned 5232) to enlist. His younf
brother and my grandfathedames Henry (Pte 6519)
enlisted in Bowen or24" June 1916.Right: Pte Horace
Sutcliffe and Pte James Sutcliffe.]

At the time of enlistment, Horace Sutcliffe, wh
had been born in Charters Towers, Queensland,
attended Richmond Hill State School in that city, listed
occupation as a laboureAccording to his attestatio
papers, he wa$s foot 3 inchesand weighed stone 1 Ib
[113Ib]. His complexionwas listed asdark with brown
eyes and dark brown haiA distinguishing mark was a
scar R BellyHe listed his religion a€hurch of England,
yet, both of his brotherg§Joseph and Jamegut down
Methodistas their religion. For his next of kin, he listed hi™
mother, Mrs Samuel Sutcliffe, Post Office, Ayt
Queensland. Both Joseph and James also listed 1t
mother but put down Bertha Sutcliffin their attestation
papers. At the time, their father, Samuel, was alive &
lived at the same address. '

What of the other soldiet,eslie Caldwell Radcliffe, in the next grave in the Hourges Orchard
Cemetery? Leslie Caldwell Radcliffe was born in Sydaed subsequently attended Brisbane Grammar
School. At enlistment, he was 21 years and 4 months and was a farmer. He had served three years
compulsory training with the Queenslaril Pight Horse and Signalling Corps. His physical characteristics,
in contast to those of Horace Sutcliffe, were that he Svézot 9 inchesall and137 Ibswith brown eyes and
auburn hair Upon enlistment at Chermside, Brisbane, off E8bruary 1916, he was assigned td' 47
Battalion, 14' Reinforcements. Les listed his fath Frank Radcliffe, as next of kin with the addr&sioch
Street, Sherwoo¢h Brisbane suburbfQueenslandThis was later changed @arstairs via Townsville, Nth

Qld.

Although both Horace Sutcliffe and Leslie Radcliffe enlisted in the early paf1d, Xheir trips to
the war were different.
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Horace embarked on board HMAAL6 Star of Victoriaon 3F' March 1916 and disembarked ofi 5
May 1916 at Port Said. Whilst there, on"3@ay 1916, he was reallocated from tH& Battalion tohelp
form the nev 49" Battalion. This reallocation came about as a result of splitting thBagtalion after
Gallipoli into the &' Battalion and the 49Battalion so that both contained experienced and inexperienced
officers, NCOs and ther Ranks. His subsequent jowey to the war was to embark from Alexandria 6n 7
June 1916 to Marseilles, where he disembarked 8nitide 1916, and was subsequently taken on strength
with the 49 Battalion.

During October 1916Horacewas admitted to hospital with what was wasly described on his
records asnfluenzaandtrench fever His service papers indicate an entry for a crime dh&ptember
1917 the crime beingConduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline insolent to an N.C.O.
5/9/16and that he was required to forfidays pay. Hisservice andcasualtyform indicates that in January
1918 he was admitted to the field hospital withrexiaand subsequently transported on the Hospital Ship
Cambriato Princess Christian Hospital, Enfigdd, Surrey, England. Whilst the typedrvice form shows
that his medical condition wasench feethandwritten notes indicateench feveras the problem. Given that
in the field he suffered and was admittedggrexiait would seem that the latterench feveris correct.

Towards the end of February 1918, Horace was transferred t& fexiliary Hospital at Harefield
and later discharged to No. 3 Command Depot, Hurdcott. This was a 172 bed establishment staffed by
Australian medical service® accommodate the thousands of Australian wounded from the battlefields in
France. Duing his period at Hurdcotin April and May 1918 Horace had three periods of beingent
without leavefor periods of between 3 and 9 hours. Each occasiomaftesbeng warned for guard duty
and the duty falling on another soldi®geing,AWOL" meant various forfeitures of five and seven days pay.

Les, on the other hand, embarked on HMB®orara on 16" August 1916 and disembarked in
Plymouth, England, on $30ctober1916. Following training, he travelled overseas from &siline to
Etaples and wataken on strengtbf the 47" Battalion on 18 February 1917. During 1917, he acted on two
occasions as a corporal and ori' 2Zligust 1917 he was appointefSgt to comple establishmente also
had a couple of days in hospital wiliarrhoea. Later, on 28 October 1917, Les waselected to attend
Infantry Cadet Battn England ... course commencing in Nov.10&72/1/18, according tAlF Orders List
314, he qualified at No. 4 Officers Cadet Bn to retain appointment of Cadet until commissioned.
Subsequently, irAlF List 386,he wasappointed 2/Lieut and posted to Gen Inf Rfefore proceeding
O/ Seas Fr anc eOn25/518, &% watkem bnosttength 49th Bithe Confidential Report for
Lance Sergeant Radcliffe as an officer cadet indic&sidard of Education Good; Military Knowledge
Very fair and Power of Command and LeadershipGood with Remarksbeing Keen, but wants more
practice in command

It is notknown when Private Horace Sutcliffe and LiendntLeslie Radcliffe came together in the
49" Battalion. Records suggest that it would have been late May or early June 1918. It was not a long period
that they served together in the"™Battalion, becauseon 2 Au g u s t 1918 both were
service andcasualtyform showskilled in action and no other particulars. A hint regarding his death comes
from Radcliffe"s service record, which contains a
The Officer, together with sewarothers, werdsic] buried by an enemy shell in a trench at Domart on the
morning of 2/8/18. All were extricated without delay, but Lieut. Radcliffe and Pte. Sutcliffe were found to be

dead. There were no mar ks at iesed that then dedathhwas causddfoy c e r
concussion.
Both men were buried in the Domart Communal Cemetei\biA.H. Harpel Sut cl i f f e s r
0
i

RevH.H.Harpe Radcl i ffe“s recor dYyBaitaion. was attached

Subsequently, the parents of bothhmer ecei ved packages with t
The comparison and contrast between private and officer is very evident.

Private Hor ace Sutcliffe"s mo tONE PARCEE Sedled)e d f
containing Purse, 2 Badges,i€ce of Brass Ornament, 1 YMCA Wallet, 1 Metal Mirror, Letters, French
Booklet, Cards, 2 Devotional Books, 1 Wallet, Photos.

In contrast, Li eut enant Leslie Radcliffe"s father re
AIF Kit Store indicatedONE BROWN VALISE (SEALED) containing shirts, 3 singlets, 3 prs underpants,

1 suit pyjamas, 2 towels, 1 pr puttees, ties, handkerchiefs, collars, socks, wallet and photo, 1 haversack, 2
note books, 2 brushes, 1 pr gloves, 1 pr canvas shoes, 2 pr boots (kisde),Browne belt, 2 prs Breeches,

1 pr S.D. Slacks, 1 Tunic (Off Patterns), 1 Black kit @dge second package wadNE PARCEL (SEALED)
containing Wallet, Fountain Pen, Silver Wrist Watch and Strap, Silver Spoons, Note Book, Photos,
Certificate, Receipt Card, Letter, Unit Colour

t
heir
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Although both men were buried in Domart Communal Cemetery, in 1934 their respective next of kin
were written to advising that this cemetery would no longer be maintained by the Imperial War Graves
Commission and seeking appab to transfer the bodies to the Hourges Orchard Cemetery, a permanently
established British cemetery in the nelghbourhood This request was agngvdmbtbfamllles

And so it was, in July 2010, thai pr
the tour group of the FFFAIF visited the
Hourges @chard Cemtery for the ¥
commemoration.Right: The graves of Pte
H Sutcliffe (left) and Lieut L Radcliffe.]

What made the commemoratiol
particularly  significant was that in
researching Private Horace Sutcliffe, v
great uncle, | became aware that he was
member of the 49Battalion. The 49 was |
the regimentn which| had undertaken my
national service. In 1972, the %%ad
received, as part
and Regimental Colours. | was part of thi#
parade and during the presentation, t@
commanding officer stated to the regimen{ :
To the hallowed memory of our comradefEsss
whose courage and endurance adEEl
undying lustre to our emblems. =

At the time, | and the rest of the%&mswered
We dedicate our ColoufBelow: Queen“s and sRé Battaiennl®72] Col our

| must admit that in 1974t had not meant a
great deal. Now, at the commemoration that | presented
at Hourges Orchard Cemetery in 2010, it was very
emotional to stand before the graves of Private Horace
Sutcliffe and Lieutendan Leslie Radcliffe and to
remember these two men were some of the comrades of
the 49" that our CO had statedhose courage and
endurance add undying lustre to ditine 49" emblems.

The tour of 2010 by the FFFAIF also meant so
much as we visited the dations where the 49
Battalion had won theiregimentalcolours that had been
presented on that parade in 1972.

SEGONIIIEUIENA
FRES lDf'IHTT'
AT NI ETeA rr;"

il UG UE I"l

Postscript On a recent trip to Ayr in North Queensland, | visited the local War MemdBaloy. War
Memorial to the Bllen, Ayr.] As wit others throughout Australia, the names of the fallen were listed. | had
fully expected Private Horace Sutcliffe to be there, but discovered, to my surprise, that on the same memorial
was listed Lieutenant Leslie Radcliffe. Further research smce mysheWs that Les hIS brothers and
father, farmed in the Burdekin and, although Les had B o : :

enlisted there, it was the wish of the family that he 8
recognised as a Burdekin boy. One is left to wongs
whether these two soldiers who enlisted in differe
locations and were assigned to different battalions &
finished up together in the 4®Battalion, and then wereid 9t *
in the same trench at Domart, killed by the same enclliffe: < y: 43 A
shell, buried side by side in Domart Communal Cemeté. 4 ' ;
by the same Padre, exhumed and duliragain side by *%
side in Hourges Orchard Cemetery and then listed on
same memorial for the Burdekin boys at Ayr, ev
realised their common background and shared sto
about people and places they both knew in the Burdek
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The Battle of Messines, 7" June 1917

Corporal Stanley Ross"Machine Gun Company
Extract from 6Thé¢& Sepemberildigt on Ti mesod, 20

Mr Donald Ross has received the following letter from his €wnrporal Stanley Rosgsince promoted
sergeant)

He says thatanumbefo boys who | eft Goll an and Spicerds Cr e
Private Wallace Ross, who was seriously wounded and has been invalided home, and should arrive shortly.
They are asking for recruits to come over to keep up their anistfull strength. He adds the military
authorities have decided to advance and thereby straighten the salient which is now held by the enemy.

For weeks the work of preparation has been going on; ev--
unit busy in their own particular line. The roaa® lined
with guns, large and small, being brought and set
readiness for action, while those already in line are keeg
a steady fire on enemy back roads, strong points, trenc
also, alreadylestroyed wire entanglements have to be k«
so by this lrassing fire.

Transports and limber are bringing, as one wol
think, an inexhaustible supply of ammunition, as well as f
necessities for consolidation, which will be dumped as n
as possible and handy as safety will allow befc
commencing the attic

Battle planes are keeping a sharp lookout for ene
observers, which must not be allowed to see ¢
preparation, while our observation planes and balloons
free to carry on their work of location of enemy guns a
strong points, which will receiveagticular attention by our
artillery just prior to the attack.

Hospital dressing stations and advanced -&igt
posts have been set in readiness for our wounded, whicl
course, must be expected.

At the line machine gunners are busily preparil
their barrage positions, infantry get their requirements to 1
front line, also preparing the jumphuadf trench. Engineers
have long since tunnelled and set mines under enemy st
points, also as far as possible completed the line
communications, which Wibe carried out as we force ou
way forward. Pboveright : Stanley Ross,"®MGC.]

They also have completed a splendid model of enemy lines and plan of attack, being assisted by
aeroplane photographs, which all troops have been taken to see, andgiave@xNow every man knows
fairly well what he is expected to do.

The days have passed; everything is in readiness, only a few more hours separate us from zero time.
All hands are making towards their posts. The infantry, who now have the run of dse aoato be seen
drawing near in small parties, the reason to minimise casualties, as the enemy guns are busy on our roads.

Time is short, all are handy to their posts; final preparations are being attended to; infantry passing
time smoking; carrying pdes preparing for their loads, which are to be taken on the heels of the fighting
men; machine gunners giving their last attention to their guns, supplies of ammunition and water; artillery
placing shells a little nearer for tinsaving later on.

The zeo hour is very near; all are at their posts; officers giving final orders; men wishing each other
the best of luck; rifles loaded, bayonets fixed, waiting their turn. With the exception of a few big guns and
the rata-tat of occasional machine guns, alquiet. Enemy lights illuminate Nman"“ s | and i n t
way.

Time is up! What a roar of artillery and machine guns! The opposite ridge is seen to burst onto one
huge flare. The whole of the earth is rocking, and mines have gone up. Every artillppnviedrying to
outdo the other, and the result is one continuous roar, while the machine “ -a-tat mtaother times has
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become quite deafening. Thanks to our observers and artillery attention to enemy guns during the last couple
of days, we are farfairly lightly for enemy fire.

Nevertheless, only too many of them remain to pepper us. The boys in the line have their toes in the
bags anxiously waiting for the barrage to lift.

It has risen! Thy are over! Bayonetfixed, determined to do for any enemy and reach their
objective. The barrage continues to creep forward. The men follow on. Still, only too many of our brave lads
are being left behind, due to enemy fire and gas, which has been sent to meet them.

Heedles of their falling comrades, gun and rifle fire, on they go, meeting and dispensing with the
enemy, inviting him out of his dugouts, and giving him vetifelitime to decide, and in ga few Mills
bombs. His machine guns are still active. They must bgpeth and very soon are by the gunners being
bayoneted from their posts. On they go through wire entanglements, falling into shell holes, almost
smothered by dust and smoke, until their objective is gained, where they at once begin to dig in.

During thistime the roar of guns, large and small, goes on unceasingly. On the other side, past our
advancing troops, is to be seen a line of flaand smoke, caused not by Fritery lights, but the constant
explosion of shells.

Dawn has broken, our troops have gbated, as far as possible, the work of consolidation; artillery
and machingun fire is gradually dropping off, and preparing, as expected, for the caiatek.

Wounded men are seen making their way to the dressing station. Those who cannot weiligare b
carried by stretchdvearers. They, however severely wounded, are in good spirits, and eager to answer the
many inquiries. Stretchdyearers, who have been hard at it since the beginning, are now searching the
ground which so recently changed handgh whe hope of finding any of our lads who may so far have been
overlooked. Small parties of prisoners are being escorted behind our lines.

The lads in the line are surveying their new surroundings, at the same time keeping a watchful eye
on the enemy. Ay stray who endeavours to rejoin their comrades generally falls by a shot from their own
rifles, which our lads are humorous enough to use by the way of letting him have some of his own back.

Ration carriers are conveying food to the line, heedletsedfct that enemy snipers are again busy.
Artillery fire has now ceased; preparation for sudden emergencies has been attended to.

Suddenly a runner appears bearing news of enemy massing for a -@tatler Every man is to his
post, guns bellow, the salt is enemy dispersed, and, of course, orders cancelled re the attack. Guns ease off
again.

So it goes on until we at last consider ourselves safe and victooidake a stroll over our newly
captured land. One would marvel that any living creaturddcbe there and live. Enemy dead prove how
very small the percentage that really came out a
waiting to be put to their last place ofresh s ol di er s gr ave. Thoseavavho h.
already had prompt attention by men who wore the Red Cross badge, whose gallant action, combined with
those of all others, nobly upheld the traditions of England and Australia.

William John Stanley Rosswas a 22 year old
farmer from Wellington, NSW, when he enlisted on
27" January 1916. He was allocated to tH& 9
Machine Gun Company as Private 96 and embarked
on T' May. [Left: Members of the ® MGC,
including the boys from Gollan, underggin
training.]

Two days after his arrival in England on
10" July, Stanley was admitted to Parkhouse
Hospital for 15 days, followed by another stint in
hospital at Blythe in October before he sailed for
France on 21November 1916.

Following an accidenin which he scalded his foot, Stanley spent betwdeBétember and 19
January in the " Australian CCS. He was wounded in action hR@bruary 1917, receiving a gun shot
wound to the left elbow. However, a week later he was back on duty witf M&€. On the same day he
received promotion to temporary corporal.

Stanley was admitted to the "L Field Ambulance on 30 April with syncope (fainting/loss of
consciousness) but returned to duty the next day. His next illness was a bout of catfidligsface in late
May.
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On 19" February he had been promoted to corporal, then“oMa&y 1917 he was promoted to
temporary sergeant and to sergeant dhN@ay, so promotion was coming rapidly. Stanley fought in tAe 3
Di vi si on" s fonthesWestemaFjomt,rat Messines §rldine, as detailed in his letter.

Following Messines, Stanley was sent to machine gun school at Camiers betivdety 26d 2%
August. This was followed by promotion t8?#eutenant on 14 October and to ligenant on 18 January.
Stanley went on leave to UK 28/12/17 to 16/1/18 but was admitted to hospital“oia@@ary 1918 with
scabies. (By this time thé"®GC had become part of th& 81achine Gun Battalion.)

On 17" April, Stanley was severely gassand was transferred to England for treatment at the 3
London General Hospital. He did not return to his unit and was returned to AustralfaQ@utdber 1918,
suffering from gas poisoning and bronchitis.

Stanley Ross was awarded the Military Crmsconspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty when in
charge of a section of four machine guns. During a heavy enemy attack he used his guns with great effect
and did great execution. The courage and tenacity of this officer did much to avert a critiagiosit
[London Gazette, 26/7/18]. His recommendation adds some more d@tai" April 1918 at Villers
Bretonneux ?/Lieut Ross was in charge of a section of four guns cooperating with British troops on the
Australian left flank. When the enemy attacked in the afternoon the infantry retired to a new position.
2"YLieut Ross refused to leave his line and successfully betieoffttack and held the ground until the
infantry, being reinforced, returned and occupied their original line. By the actioi%fietit Ross what
might have been a critical situation was averted and in addition heavy losses were inflicted on the enemy.

In 1935 Stanley was living at 124 Hastings Parade, North Bondi, and he appears to have owned a
newsagency in the area at some time.

Above: Stan Ross isitting on the righin this group of picnicking machine gunners and their lady friends.
Endnote: The letter from Stanley Ross is an unusual account of a battle, as it appears to have been written
more by an observer in headquarters (like CEW Bean) than an active participant. Stanley does not mention

his role in the battle once, and for atime Isuspett a j our nal i st at the , Well.
a role in its composition. However, the events described match the Messines battle too well to have been
written in Australia-Bdy someone who wasn"t there
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Captain Cyril Longmore and the Blackboy Hill Camp
Andrew Pittaway, Fremantle

Captain Cyril Longmore of the 44" Battalion AIF was a well known identity in Western Australia,
particularly after WWI. Prior to the Great War he was living with his wife at Bglaet in South Fremantle

and was a permanent soldier in the Australian forces. At the outbreak of war he was one of the firs
instructors at Blackboy Hill @mp outside of Perth. His broth&fp. 1373 Herbert Longmore served with

the 11" Battalion at GHipoli and was kiledonfAugust 1915 at Leane“s Trench
[Left: Cyril (left) and Herbert Longmore.]

In 1916 Cyril was allowed to leave his
position on the permanent staff and enlist in the
AIF. He was appointed to the A8attalion AIF,
being wouned twice, at Messines in June 1917
and Sailly Laurette in March 1918, and was also
decorated with two Belgian decoratidmgy war “ s
end the Croix de Guerre and Order of Leopold.

After the war he took up journalism and
later wrote the 1B Battalion histoy (despite not
having served with them) but he did receive

much information from the
He also penned ,Egh*“s a
Battalion history. He wol
Mail *, where he gave voi ce iniscencdshns herwad largeln lewalvn omden  f o
the pen n€men"of HeNpomut together two other military

, Carry On-".

In WWII Cyril served again, not only as a correspondent but also as a trainer of Aboriginal men in
the North West, forming them into guerrilla units in case of a Japanese invasion. He also served in Canberra
for a time, but after the war returned to his newspaper role.

Cyril had a great affinity for Blackboy Hill Camp where he helped train the firgirgents from
WA. After WWI, the Blackboy Hill camsite was used as a hospital for influenza sufferers, and in the 1920s
and 1930s as a camp site for men during the Depr
was not used to any degren WWII, the main military camps then being at Northam and Melville. When in
1950 news came that the Commonwealth would be selling the land to the State Government (who planned to
build homes on the site), Cyril felt compelled to write about the issue:

The Ghosts of Blackboy Hill
So we intend to build Commonwealth State Rental homes on Blackboy Hill. With a million acres of high land
and low around Perth suitable for building, we choose the Old Camp. If any area of land in this State is
entitled to be dNational Parki a natural memorial it is this. Blackboy Hill with its traditions, its historical
associations, its link with great soldiers and epic events is indeed hallowed ground.

When, eventually the resident scaldtfBlackboy tratherub ur b
Crecy or Waterloo) are in possession, | warn them that the ghosts ofl894#! march again. No need for
fear though. The spirits that will revisit Blackboy will be those of true Australians who loved the land in
which they lied and for which they died.

When war was declared on AuguSt1914 | was one of 32 warrant officers of the Instructional Staff
of the C.M.F. in this state. The compulsory service scheme was in full swing and the Australian citizen army
was being organi&d comparatively cheaply and certainly efficiently. About the middle of August | received
orders to take 200 men from Francis Street Drill Hall (now Swan Barracks) to Blackboy Hill. In Francis

Street I ifell i nd0 my uni tyfit Theeninimemheightwhs Softe6m but p a s
otherwise they were a mixed baglerks, sleeper cutters, miners, prospectors, tradesmanstraw hats,
fiboxerso and felts, serge suits and dungarees, Wi

cent were in the uniform of the C.MiFcompulsory trainees who had volunteered for active service
overseas.

There was no road transport to carry the gear.
pushed and shoved into fours, turned right@and ui c k mar chedo. Not a very gl
very inspiring. We arrived at Perth station in bedraggled order and there entrained for Bellevue. From there
we fimarchedo to the virgin sl opes of sdikstrerigthasy Hi
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mine made the march that first ddBelow: Recruits marching from the Drill Hall to Perth Railway Station
en route to Blackboy Hill in 1914.]

My 200 men
were to bec {
iFO Compani B
11" Battalion. There
were eight compzes to
a battalion then. Later *
the two companies”
became iCo »
commanded by Captain_ .-
Ray Leane. At the Hill we
formed into two extended
ranks. A G.S. (General
Service) wagon, horse
drawn, drove along and;:i,, _
dropped bell tents andig .
poles at intervals. Ther
was a rough alignment and spacing; then with 16 men to a tent, thBattalion was under canvas before
nightfall i each man with a ground sheet and two army blankets. The ground was damp and it was a cold
night. The evening-meev ? Youbve guessed it B

There were no amenities in those early dayso trained cooks or colonel entertainerswe
entertained ourselves. Who could not help being entertained by CaptainiCrddyitish ex regular officer
with a real gift for languagesPle could swear in several. He got his puttees mixed one day and appeared on
C. 0. 6s parade with one khaki and one navy blue (
comments entertained the troops a lot.

They were rougiandready days and theonditions soon weeded out the unfit. The original cooks
commi tted their evi l deeds over open firests Late
attached, and the cook houses, with the latrines, became the social centres where thid latestp hi e s 0 w
discussed and often hatched.

Among the first Company commanders were (from memory) Captain Ray Leane (afterwards Brig
General and famed for his fighting and leadership qualities); Captain DBakekman (Brigadier General
who died recentlas a judge of the Federal Arbitration Court); Captain James Denton dGeuDSO later
49" Bn) and Captain Dick Annear (the first Australian officer killed on Gallipoli). Lieutenant Colonel Lyon
Johnston was the C.O. and Lieut. J.H. Peck (later L@} of the A and | staff his adjutant.

Two companies of the ®Battalion trained alongside the £10ne was commanded by Captain

AWillied Lalor, descendant of Peter of the Eure
(permanent forces) and ehsmallest man in camp. He was killed early on at Gallipoli at the head of his
Company waving (it is said) his grandfatherds swo
A few weeks after the 1 anot her Amobo of civvies mar chec
fiveteranso mMYobwdkleSbilryod was the inevit Statleectgd eet i
thel1d6s tent s, but otherwise it<LoleditBhilngpnigmo wh lad 4
War veteran, wasthe 6 s f i rst C. O. | | lut alddnia placehwasstakenrby Li€dolk 4 e d  h i

Pope (Il ater Commi ssi oner for Rai |l ways) . Popeds
MacDonald of the A and | staff was adjutant. He was captured by the Turks within an hour or so of landing
on April 28" 1915 and spent the rest of the war in a Turkish prison camp. Two of the Company Commanders
were Major WO Mansbridge (later commanded thB)&hd Lieut. ES Margolin (later C.O. of the™Bn).

Major LE Tilney (later Deputy Commissioner for Repatriajiavas second in command. Privates Percy
Black (Major, DSO, DCM & Croix de Guerre); Harry Murray (LieGbl; VC, CMG, DSO AND Bar, DCM,
Croix de Guerre) and AFato McCarthy (Lieut, vVC,
marched in that day whedame was later to spread far beyond the ranks of the AlF.

Not all the Western Australian units trained at Blackboy Hill but the majority did. THetwb
companies of the ¥2the 16' (less two companies), the"™8nd two companies of the "SZompised the
infantry. The ¥ Fi el d Ambul ance, which produced Private S
trained there. Simpson only lived three weeks on Gallipoli before he was shot dead, but in that short period
he created a legend that will probabigver die. A monument in Victoria and another in his native English
village commemorate his deeds.
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The 16" Light Horse trained at Guildford and Rockingham and th& @4Claremont. | believe the
Engineers and Artillery were also camped at Guildford, mnahy men in all these units did their initial AlF
service at Blackboy Hill. The #gnd 5f' Battaliors were formed in Egypt after Gallipoli with half the"16
and 11" Battalions respectively as their nuclei. They were filled with reinforcements fresmakiay
Blackboy Hill trained most of them.

These men from Bl ackboy made history at t he |
Leaneds Trench on Gallipoli; at Fromell es, Mouqgue
the Somme and ehHindenburg Line; Flanders; at Gaza, Jerusalem and Damascus in Palestine. Their
graves (60,000 were killed of the 335,000 who left Australia) are dotted all over the world, and thickly in
bitterly contested areas where the AIF earned a reputation as tofighters in four bloody years of war.

The war these men fought was the war to end war and if they did not succeed in their final objective those
who died can certainly not be blamed.

To the memory of these men we hkvBetBlackbey Hfian ma
should be anothérWe st er n Austral i ads Par k toolate fbtduthmntyitoeast. Per

Unf ortunat el wentudufileddnd tee siborips eentually crept over most of Blackboy Hill,

or as kndwh, Greenmount. However, in 1951 the RSL was given seven acres of the old camp which
was set aside as an A Class Reserve. The RSL were then able to erect a memorial on this piece of land where
a service is held every Anzac Day. The streetsintheimantedd vi ci nity of the Memo
past: Gallipoli Drive; Lone Pine Way; Damascus Drive; Gaza Court; Polygon Place and Flanders Court.

Photos of Blackboy Hill today

Clockwise from top left: (1)
View down to the sculpture.

The first archway carries
information boards. (2) The
Memorial. (3) Plaque reads:

., Rest and Reflect
Hill. From this campsite

Anzacs departed in 191¥b.

Gallipoli Legion of Anzacs

WA . *© (4) Ri sing S
plaque underneath states:

», Commemor ati ng The
Of Anzac Arising From This

Soil of Bl ackboy
Photos courtesy of Chris
Durrant.

2011 Annual General Meeting
Russell Curley, Blakehurst
Twenty-one members and 3 guests attended the AGM held at the SinDigtgers Club on 29 October. Thirtyseven
apologies were received. A new constitution was adopted unanimously after two amendments were proposed. The first
reduced qualifying periods for Life & Veteran Membership and was carried; the second calleditionaldgeneral
meetings and was defeated. Another issue raised from a question resulted in a proposal for FFFAIF to withdraw its
support for the inscription of Fromelles on the Anzac Memorial in Sydney. This debate culminated in a resolution
endorsingth commi ttee“s position. All Quest i onswwffaifolat|i ce a
( Me mb e r sThe28l1-B £pmmittee of Managementvas elected unopposed: President: Russell Curley; Vice
President: Jim Munro; Treasurer: Robyn Ward; Secretary: Chris Munro; Committee Members: Graeme Hosken;
Maurice Campbell; Andrew Willetts; Margaret Snodgrass and Lorraine Curley. The committee heanientbers fo
their vote of confidence and the trust they have placed in it to manage FFFAIF. It will continue to act in acgordance
with FFFAIF Objectives and in the association®"s blest i
The annual dinner at r&iatedbby allsin aRendahca and dheré weveans adeese
comments about the quantity or quality of the food or service. Te
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Corporal 1547 James Roy Felan, 17" Battalion
Harry Willey, Scone

At 6.30am on Thursday, 27 July 1916, four days after the Australiafi Division had captured the small

village of Pozieres in the Somme valley, and while under constant enemy artilleGudiipmral Roy Felan

was in charge of the {1 at oon (, D Company) as they carried a
to smdl group who were bombing the enemy from an advanced position. A single high explosive shell
wiped out the entire 1BPlatoon, making them the first casualtigsring the battlefrom the fresh,
inadequately trained"?Division.

Born at Morpeth in 1884James Roy Felan BA was a twin son of JohnagdnAe s Fel an ( O"
Thebreaup of the family in 1890 saw Roy move to | i\
Creek near Scone, while his twin brother, William, moved to live with other famifglraes.

On leaving school Roy attended university, gaining a Bachelor of Arts degree before he entered his
chosen profession of school teaching. Off Aril 1910, aged 25 years, Roy qualified for a Proficiency
Certificate with the Royal Life Saving Sotyeof Australia. He was later commended for his bravery in
assisting to save the lives of many swimmers who had been carried out to sea when, in atypanami
incident, a series of huge waves struck Coogee Beach in January 1911. The waves swept deads, the
through the shopping centre and its adjoining parkland, and despite the best efforts of the surf lifesavers and
volunteers, three men and a boy drowned.

In 1914, Roy"s sister, Mary Kathl een, married
.Gl enval e, at Mceastafiscofel at, thirty mil e

Roy was teaching at Kurri Kurri Public School when he volunteered for active serviceApriB
1915 at Petersham, an inner Sydney suburb near where his father was living. Roy gave his addiess as c¢/
O“ Nei | of Parkvill e. He had a dark compl exi on, br
of age and gave his religious denominatn as Church of Engl and. Roy st
weighed 10% stone (67kg). Despite barely meeting the minimum physical requirements he surprised the
doctor who examined him by expanding his chest an unbelievable 5 inches (12%cm). Although
scloolteachers were exempt from all military training, he was taken into the army. (Less than two months
later the Army was forced to further reduce the physical requirements for entry to the AIF, in an effort to
maintain the 5 300 recruits required monthly

Three days later Roy was assigned to tHdR@inforcements for the I'7Battalion, which trained
with the original 1 Battalion men at Liverpool. The reinforcements were commandebidatenant
Leslie George Fussel Roy was promoted to corpor al and orde
Transport A32Themistoclesn 12" May 1915for a voyage to Egypt. This was less than five weeks from the
day he had volunteered. (Three weeks later it was decided thatgeuust receive at least three months
training in Australia before embarking for overseas.)

Sailing unescorted onboard tlieemistoclesan 11 231 ton vessel owned by G Thomson & Co Ltd
of London, the 1% Battalion and its % Reinforcements had an unewil voyage to Cairo. Travelling with
Roy wereJohn Joseph Kellyof Scone and\ndrew George of Stewart Brook. Upon disembarking at Cairo
on 12" June, Roy found the city full of Australians who had been wounded at Gallipoli and either waiting to
be retured to Gallipoli or transported home to Australia.

Entering campat Heliopolis, north west of Cairo, Roy believed the camp tg beo t , dir
not hing but sand" . However, he soon settled in
harder han the training he had done in Australia. The daily routine was: risaTeiob a cup of tea before
training from @mtill 9an then breakfast before a gruench lecture; a rest then until 4[38@ when training
resumed; followed by an evening meal pin/after which they were assigned to digging trenches.

Roy left Egypt on 18 August and landed on Gallipoli three days later. His introduction to the
fighting on Gallipoli occurred between 2and 29' August when the 17Battalion took part in the first
battle forKaiajik Aghyl (Hill 60). Seven hundred and fiffpur Australian, British and New Zealand troops
were killed during this battle. Orf"&eptember the 7Battalion werea s si gned t o Qui nn*“'s
exposed and dangerous position in thenle . The trenches of the opposin
than 15 to 20 yards apattance Corporal 1066 William Charles Beeclof the 2° Battalion saved many
Australian | ives at Quinn"s when he designed the

The closeness of theetmc hes at Quinn®"s saw many incidents
through higher command. When the Australians, as instructed by General Sir lan Hamilton, opened fire on
the Turkish trenches at dawn each day, the Turks would put up targets fdiothkoot at and then display
the score they allotted the Australians for their effort. One morning a Turk waving a white flag approached

ty
t o
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seeking cigarette papers. He told the amused Australians that the Turks had unlimited tobacco but no papers.
The exchage of Australian cigarette papers for Turkish tobacco was soon under way.

Whil e at Qui nn® s, Roy met his twin brother Wi |
serving with the 8 Battery of the 8 Field Artillery Brigade.

On 20" Novemberthe 17" withdrew from Gallipoli to camp at Lemnos before returning to Egypt on
4™ January 1916, where it garrisoned the Suez Canal. Roy moved to Marseilles in Frardtélanch3with
the 17". The 2° Division was the first Australian Division to move to France, where tffeehfered the
front line, relieving the 11 Battalion of the Northumberland Fusiliers. Then off April the 17" Battalion
took over a forward position in the eastern Armensiesector, relieving the®Brigade.LieutenantColonel
Goddard returned to Australia on™18pril due to ill health, with Lieutenant Colonel Edward Martin his
replacement.

As a prelude to the Battle of the Somme, orders were issued that as many paklskds were to be
carried out on the enemy positions between Juflea@@ 3¢, 1916. The men of the T7ook part in nightly
raids on the forward trenches of the 2Btussian Reserve Infantry Regiment. In doing so they encountered
heavy machingun fire on most nights as they bombed the enemy positions, captured amunition, and took
prisoners who were later interrogated.

Private Bill Jackson, a "meeindda Victwid CrqsBfdr hisaotions a n y
during one of these raids. son was the youngest Aualian everto receive a Victoria Cross and was
returned to Australia following the loss of an arm.

During his time in France, Roy was easily recognised due to the peculiar shape he was able to twist
his hat. Nobody else seemtxlbe able to master the art of twisting their hat quite the same way. When the
2" Division arrived at Pozieres to relieve the surviving members of thBidision on 2% July, they
witnessed the destruction of Pozieres by the German artillery beéyredptured it.

The 8" Brigade, the first brigade from thé®Division to enter Pozieres, relieved the Brigade of
the T Division in the eastern half of the battlefield. Theé" Battalion held the extreme right of the line,
through which members the ' British Division passed on their way to capture Munster Alley. Following
the capture of Munster Alley, three officers and 25 men from the Welsh Brigade went forward at 2.30am.
Four hours later the two surviving Welshmen, who had been joinednieyAustralians, were in need of
water and bombs. Captain Fussell ordered tH& Pl&toon to take water and grenades to the exhausted
bombers, who were 80 yards in advance of the line.

Roy and his five companions were the first of the 403 men from"ttRidsion killed at Pozieres
between 28 July and # August. The heavy artillery bombardment made it impossible to bury them at the
ti me. They were buried i n a tr en cAhhuriSteelefr8muStroud,d e Al
erected a cigs to mark the spot where Roy was buried.

It was twenty years later, on i&ebruary 1936, that meérom the Imperial pums
War Graves Commi ssion found Roy"s g' ’ poin
his remains, reburying them in the London Cemetery Extension, High W =
Longueval, France, in Grave No 19, Row F, PlotRight: Roy"s heap
coutesy of Yves Fohlen.]

The army wrote to Roy"s father
and identified from portions of his uniform, buttons and a wooden cross bearin
name.

Roy " s t wWilianbFraacis Fetan, who had enlisted on T‘August
1914 at Black Boy Hill, Western Australia, was sheltering with 22 others i
concrete dugut at Wytschaete at 4am on Good Friday! ®&rch 1918 when a gad
shell landed in the doorway. William ran from the déug and walked 300 yardg
toward the3" Australian Field Ambulance to seek medical assistance, only to di
gas poisoning within yards of the facility. He was buried laterdahgesday. Fourteen
of the twentythree men who had been in the dugout also died. William, a butcher by tradeemad cook
with the &' Battery of the % Field Artillery Brigade.

Roy"s cousin, with whom he Thiowmad fFot zgwasg!l ¢ e 6
killed on 20" September 1917, at Polygon Wood.

Roy"s service medal rdish WariMedal hrtd1hé Vidtdsy M8dalp algng with e B
his Memorial Plaque and Memad a | Scroll c vmetsage werenigsued to dis féthemad tis
home at 46 Annandale Street, Annandal e. John Fel
Memorial Panel 82, the AWM, Canberra; the memorial outside the Scone War Memorial Swimming Pool,
the Roll of Honour at the Scott Memorial Hospital, Scone and on the Honour Roll at the Scone RSL Club.
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The discovery of Private Alan Mather, 33" Battalion
Gontand Callewaert, Wulvergem, Belgium

Gontrand tells of the discovery of the remains of Private Mather in 2008, found lying where he fell in 1917
and whose name was engraved on the Menin Gate as one of the Missing until his burial at Prowse Point
Cemetenyn 2010.

This is the fourth year | have helped with excavations around two mine craters at St Yvon in Belgium, just
outside ,Plugstreet Wood* ( Pl oe g'$Austmliart DivisionTdnd s wa
especially of the 33 Battalion, 9" Brigade (NSW), south of the Messines Ridge during the battle of
Wytschaete- Messines Ridge,"7June 1917. The names of the craters are Factory Farm and Ultimo Crater.

| was introduced to the arob@logical team (all volunteers,a | | ed , No) biMaBritise L anc
colonel who visited the Belgian bomb disposal unit in Houthulst Forest years ago (in the early 1990s) and |
am still in contact with him. We are both retired from the army.

The archaeol ogical team contacted me four year
help collect the ammunition they would find during the excavations, which always take place around the last
week of July. Not a problem for me of course, asve been interested in WWI since | was a child. Also, it
is onlyfive kilometresfrom where | live.

The excavations took place under the supervision of Martin Brown and Richard Osgood, who both
work as archaeologists for the Ministry of Defence in the Wi work is to dig up the ammunition and to
take it to a safe plac@n the last day- we work from Monday till Friday- | call for the bomb disposal unit
to come and collect the ammunition.

We have permission to work there from the Walloon governmbataiea belongs to Wallonia, the
Frenchspeaking part of Belgium) and also from the local officials and, of course, from the farmer who owns
the land.

A man and a woman of the team have a special detector and they work guided by original maps and
aerialfhot ogr aphs. They surveyed the area by magnet ol
shell craters very well.

In 2008 the field to the north of Ultimo Crater was fallow. The team started to work about 40 metres
into the field on the former fitsGerman trench of thaf"@une 1917, which was taken by soldiers of tHé 33
Battalion. Nowadays the German line at St Yvon is obscured by trees, and we found a lot of rubbish dumped
in it. Concrete pillboxes, part of their defences, were destroyedtiadtevar. A section of trench that was far
enough north of the Ultimo Crater to have avoided the worst of the mine blast had not been entirely
obliterated by the Allied artillery barrage. According to documentary sources, the Australian infantry and
pionee s had found the damage to the German front | i
to impossible. This is what we also found in other areas, especially those closest to the mines. On the survey
this segment seemed relatively weteseved. It appeared to still have fire bays and the crenulated
appearance familiar from aerial photographs of the front line. So it was here that we sited one of the
excavation trenches.

Finding Private Mather

Soon important finds started to appear: thée saf a boot; the side of a
pickelhaube; spent Mauser cases and large strands of German barbec
Then another boot was found and yet another. These were soon seen to ¢
the feet and legs of a soldier.

As a standard procedure, work was then stdpfor the find to be
reported to the local police and subsequently to the Belgian Army and
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. The Crown Prosecutor agreec
our excavation team was to be given permission to recover the remains t
soldier on bedlf of the Belgian Army and so, over the next five days, \
excavated the body and the associated artefacts, applying consen
techniques tohte ldter to ensure the best possible chance of discovering
man®“s i dent it RightaPrivaea Alinadames Mathar af ¢neerell
NSW.]

The skul I, vertebrae and right arm had been
remains were stildl present and could be recovered
found soclose to the surface. The right arm was found at only about 40 cm below the -pesgnbund
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sur face, which no doubt explains why part of t he
ploughing, as the area is once again farmland.fégt, sti in their British-pattern boots, lay about 20 cm
below his skull and thus had remained undisturbed.

The body was situated about one metre to the east of the German front line trench (which became the
new Australian line at St Yvon after the attacks7BfJune), lying roughly eastest with his back to the
north and his head at the eastern end. He lay on his left side, his right leg over his left, with his knees drawn
up towards his chest and with his left hand still around the stick of his Lee Hiffeld here was German
barbed wire, allied shrapnel balls and several fired Mauser cases arounthkimormal battlefield detritus.

We could also see he was not in a dug grave and there were no signs of any material having been
removed from his bodyHe was found in the centre of the position in the line attacked by the&8alion
that fateful morning. The context of his burial does, however, suggest he was killed immediately after having
passed the German front line, whereupon he was coveredaiftthrown up by blast. Being covered by
debris thrown up by a shell explosion was probably the reason why his body was not recovered.

Equipment found
The soldier was found in full battle order: both boots; poppers from his braces; shoulder epadlette
Australian button; two Australian shoulder titles, one of which was held in his small pack or pocket; a large
guantity of webbing, pouches and buckles; two rising sun collar badges; PH gas helmet, a small box
: respirator and bag,
gas goggles; SMLE,
including its  oil
bottle, pultthrough,
steel disc and butt
plate and part of his
rifle strap. Most of the wooden parts had rotted away.
' There were many charger clips with .303 ammunition, a
No 5 |\/|I||S bomb, Brodie helmet, and two iodine phials of medicalkih the liquid still in them. Also
found were: the entrenching tool and its wooden handle; the bayonet with its tip broken off, and leather
scabbard; water canteen; mess kit inclgdipoon, razor and pocket knifamall pack and large pack; food
tinsin s mal | pack (shown as rusted fragments, not r
tunic were found.Above: Partso f Mat her *s uni form found with his b

Personal possessions
Private Mather was carrying: a wallet with French francs, some dated 191
pickelhaube with the crest of Hegseuveniedfrom a German officern his back pack t
[right]; a toothbrush; pemmatissue pen knife, and an aluminium identity dis
corrodedand broken into three pieces that no information could be retrieved fronoft
even by Xray analysis.

Private Mather wa®ventuallyidentified using historical, anthropological an |
DNA evidenceHis reburial took place on 22July 2010 in the pictesque Prowse Poini
Cemetery.

Endnotes (1) For an account of Private .
Prowse Point Cemet BIG@ER3X:(mges 26)e(2) Protographs . . . -

of Privat e Mawithflrniilisary Bo@alr€cantbel seen ati
http:/www.westernfrontassociation.com/grear-people/battlefielephotograpl-today/1384the-reburial
of-1983privatealanjamesmather.html

Publisher sought

After five years of research and writing, member Dr Gary Lewis has finished a manuscript based on the
experiencesofhisfatherinthédBat talion Al F, entitled ,Stories My
being just a straight hi storical recount i ctGigory" h
,historical fiction". He h o p ki espebiaytto youmdgerdultsa p pr oac h

Gary is looking for a publisher and would like to know if any members can provide advice on
getting his manuscript published as a book-boek. If anyone has contacts in the publishing industry [that
you think may be lale to help Gary, please contact the Editor [see page 2] who will put you in touch with
Gary.
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Sergeant 4189 Thomas Edward Eades

alias 4dRP&aomb &Gr eat Snake Manbo
Trevor Munro, Dubbo

Many of my stories foDIGGER are based on service recordad thisone comes ame fr om Tom E
NAA file. | must confess that | was somewhat dubious wherAttestation Paper recordétht Tom Eades

was bornin New Zealarshdd e scr i bed him as a ,snake expert". Wi
revisedmysceptci sm; this is the story of Towarlleades"™ mi | |

Thomas Edward Eadeswas born and raised at Hastings in New Zealand, moving to Australia in
1899 when he was aged 16. Upon his arrival in Victoria he quickly learntffaeences between venomous
and norvenomous snakes. Having learnt these skills, Tom became quite adept at handling the reptiles and
soon took to giving public demonstrations in different suburbs around Melbourne. While travelling to Tamba
Springs near Bmba to replenish their supply of snakes, Tom and a colleague stopped at a swamp, and while
there a group of Hindu hawkers observed-—-théengreat. The
snake man.

Sensing that this moniker could assist him byvjling an air of Eastern mystique, Tom adopted this
titl e. He dressed in Eastern clothes and painted
Some of Pambo"s favourite showplaces werayof he Si
Melbourne. So realistic was his new appearance that it apparently would regularly fool Indians who
witnessed his act.

When he enlisted on 22July 1915, Tom stated he was married (to Florence in 1913), was 30 years
of age, and described himselfglitly so) as a snake expert. Tom took his reptile stock to the Melbourne Zoo
for safekeeping while he was away serving overseas. (Tom and Florence had two children, Ralph and
Theresa, busadly Florence died at Box Hill on August 1915 while Tom was still training in Victoria.

Tom remained in the AIF and his son Ralph now became his next of kin. Tom left his children in the care of
his |l ate wife"s mother when he sailed.)

Private Thomas Eades carried out mafshis trainirg at Ascot Vale @mp. Initially he was allotted
to the 11" Battalion and then to the ¥ ®attalion, but finally sailed as part of the™Reinforcements for the
7" Battalion. This draft of 150 men sailed from Melbourne ofiR8cember 1915. In a latstatement, Tom
said that he played the bagpipes in the army, but looking at his file no verification of that claim can be made.

Private Eades probably never joined tffeBattalion, which by the time Tom arrived in Egypt was
in Telel-Kebir following the Gallipoli evacuation. With the call for volunteers for the Anzac Provost Corps,
Private Eades stepped forward and, despite a lack of active service, he was accepted. The nucleus of the
corps formed at a large camp at Abbassia, where most of the menakeneofficially on strength on3
April 1916.

By early August 1916 the bulk of the men were deemed as being appropriately and adequately
trained to undertake duties as military policemen. The training had weeded out most of the men that were not
suitedto the role and most of those rejected returned to their original units to soldier on as infantry. Some of
the men were sent directly to France to bolster numbers there.

Eades was part of the large continge—*
that was sent to England aboard fhenisian
[right] on 3% August 1916. These men wer
sent to Tidworth where the Australian Military
Police in the UK would concentrate its dutie:
and from now onits training.

In early December 1916 a large numb

duties in France. Trooper Eades joined Troop:s ot
Booler, Martin and Stark in taking up duties
with the 4" Divisional MMP |

)“i Detachment [ Division badge s : =
4 at left]. At that time, the MMP detachment for an mfantry Elon in France numbered

twenty-five men. Tom would serve with thd ®Division MMP (military mounted police) for the remainder
of the war.

Tom kept in reasonable health while on the Western Front; however after his arrival 4 the 4
Division MMP he did have to be admitted to hodp#affering from piles (not an unusual ailment for
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mounted troops). Towards the end of 1917 and then again in 1918, Tom became eligible for two weeks leave
in the UK.
Trooper Eades continued with th& Bivision beyond the signing of the armistice irowémber
1918. In mid March 1919, Tom was formally mentioned in despatches. No formal wording of the despatch
has been seen to date, Biuboper Samuel Frost and SSM Wilkinson were mentioned in the same
despatch. Presumably, Tom was mentioned for his damlicko his role as a military policeman while
servingwiththe4Di vi si on, not for his ,bagpipe playing" a
In May 1919 Trooper Eades was transferred back to
Tidworth where he was posted for duty, and he spent most of
1919 in tke UK at the Warminster detachment.
It was not until early December 1919 that Tom was
given a passage back to Australia aboardStpshirgleft].
Bl Thomas Eades was formally discharged from the AIF ¢h 21
e April 1920.

On his return to civilian life, Tom resumed his interest
in snakes, anthis altere go o f ., Pambo' appea

been resurrected (at Ieast to some extent). In 1921 Tom married Irene Madigan, and by 1924 Tom and his
secondwife had three children: L&s; John and Raymond. In 1924 Tom and Irene were living in Collins
Street, Northcot e, and at that time Tom was descr
DEMONSTRATION AT ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS, As can be seen from the photoleft
from 1924, Tom was definitelypursuing his
passion for snakes arnd wasnow on the staff
at Melbourne Zoo. The caption for the photo
from ,The Argu$ (Melbourne) in December
1924 statesAfter a trip to the Murray, Mr
Thomas Eades, the snake expert of the
Zoological Gardens, returned with 35 fine
specimens for the reptile heey, nearly all of the
tiger species.
During the holiday periods at the zoo,
Tom would give demonstrations to the public
on the handling of tiger snakes. It appears that
around 1928 Tom"s DOrocus
Niel Hamilton-Fairley (ex-AlF) and Dr

Charles Kellaway (also exAlF) started to
S services as the pair researched snal

empl oy Tom
milked them.
The photdbelow leftis from,The Canberra Timé&$rom January 1929. The photo is captioned:
i P AMB @therwise known as Thomas Eades, Melbourne :
snake expert who is catching snakes for Melbourne Hospital to | =
' research into snake poisoning. He caug f
sixty at Tallangatta recently.
The photo to theight comes from
.rhe Argus, March 1930, and shows |§g A ‘
Tom" s cat pl aying . <. t
early 1930s Tom was employed by th|®&
Walter and Eliza Hall Institute as a full | ; /’
time assistant to Dr Kellaway. In 193! -
Tom became the keeper of reptiles at tl| 4
Commonwealth Serum Laboratories.
Various sources stateahTom was
probably bitten over forty times during his [§
career. Although initially he had a stron
resistance to tiger snake venom, th
gradually tapered off, and during the 193C,

he had several bites that required antivenin and saw him placed on ttee Itsiti
in hospital a number of times.
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In 1936 Tom applied for copyright on an instructive leaflet he produced entitfed r st Ai d Tr €
of S n a k (@his Bhreepage leaflet is viewable online at the NAAMany snakebites and regular
inhaling of powdered venom led to Tom developing asthma in later life. He was eventually forced to wear a
mask while working with reptilesand over timedeveloped a seriousdversereaction to snake skin. Tom
Eades died fromsthma in Melbourne in 1942,

Endnotes (1) Thanks to Heather Ford for her help in
come fromalroves ear ch of the Nati onal chllecionfeom the perfod. Aust r al

Johan visits Grin Farm
In DIGGER 34 the Editor traced the final hours of Corporal Jack Is§hBattalion, until his death and
buri al south of Passchendael e. I n DI GGER 35 Pete
being behind a current day farm shed angaadnt to a farm track. Belgian member, Johan Duyaexd his
wife Hildevisited the area to take some photographs. Johan hopes to speak to the farmer once things become
less busy on the farm in the northern winter.

<UD y l
Up %0

hoto 03 et ;
P00 L3, €16 A photo 02

\"\:'5 Left: Google Earth view showing the farm
and aspects of each pho&hove: Grin Farm

\
N\ =
\ photo 01 from tI e SOUth (phOtO 1)

N—

Above left View of the farmhouse from the east (photo 2). Jack Ison and Samuel Whitburn were killed
while sheltering in a chimney of the ongil farmhouse on 10/11/1917, while Jim IrvDIGGER 36) was

wounded Above right: View from the northwest (photo 3). Note the heavy Belgian clay soil (Passchendaele
mud!) in which Johan has placedsmall Australian flag. Jack Ison is believed to haverbeeried in a
trench which was |l ocated just behind Johan"s | ef i
reburied in Tyne Cot but Jack Ison is one of the missing. The Editor and the Ison descendants wish to thank
Johan and Hilde for takingéttime to visit the farm and taking the photographs.
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Heroine of the First World War, victim of the Second:
Sister Eileen King MM, QAIMNSR

Heather (Frev) Ford, Montrose

One of only eight Australian nurses to be awarded the Military Medal

in the First World War Sister Eileen King stood alone in the fact

t hat she wasn-®"t serving with the
(AANS). In early 1915, a request had come through from the Imperial
Government for nurses to be sent to England to join Queen

Al exandr a®s | mper vieelResttvel(QAIMAISRY. Nur
Eileen was one of those selected by the Australian Department of
Defence, and together with 28 other volunteers, she boarded the RMS
Orontesat Port Melbourne on 4April 1915. Travelling with her in

this little group were threether nurses who, like Eileen, had received

their nursing training at the Homoeopathic Hospital in St Kilda Rd,
Melbourne Katie Heriot, Co n st a n ¢ & EstefleDoywea

Eileen had followed in the footsteps of her older sisiay,
who had also trainedt ahe Homoeopathic Hospital; but Amy was
already in Egypt, having sailed with the large contingent of AANS
nurses on th&yarra in November 1914. The King sisters had been
born in Queensland almost seven years apart; daughters of Thomas
Mulhall King, I1SO, retired AuditorGeneral, and Commissioner of
Railways of Queensland, and his first wife, Jane MacDonnell.

The Orontesdeposited her contingent of nurses at Tilbury

MISS EILEEN KING, Docks on 26 May and they were taken under the wing of the War
Office. Eileen (together wh some of her otheOrontes mates,
pictured below) served first in France at tHeGeneral Hospital in St Omer, which she considéredl v er y
pretty |andtheh later stpMinter@ux. However, it was while in Belgium not far from Popering
thatshe showed the great est Belol Nasexat the7Gematal Hbspitab July o n ¢
1915. Australian War Memorial Negative Number P09900.002.]

Stationed at No. 63__
Casualty Clearing Station, G s
(CCS) at Haringhe (namec. =%
Bandaghem by the dops),
Eileen escaped death, but n¢
injury, when the hospital was
bombed by enemy planes o@
29" November 1917.

The ,Londoig
noted thatshe was severelyg¥
wounded in both legs anc.
though suffering from shock,

give directions etc., as to thef&
care of wounded. She show
great pluck and presence oMS
mind.

The tented CCs
consisted of seven wards, an
while still under fire, the §&
patients were moved to the
least damaged areas, where )
they could be cared for until evacuat&ileen sadly noted that she was only able to save six of her men that
had been injured. Her own injuries consisted of bomb wounds to the right thigh and the left calf, which
resulted in a compound fracture of the left fibula, and destruction of the aehdias.

When she too was evacuated as a patient, to th&#@deral Hospital at Boulogne, Eileen had the
good fortune to be ranited with her sister Amy, who had been specifically transferred there to care for her.
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At the beginning of January 1918my was transferred to England and attached for duty at
Southwell Gardens in Londoh.can therefore be assumed that Eileen had been moved there and Amy was
still tending to her, as this hospital had been opened in July 1917 to cater specificallyAigstrdlian
nursesLocated in a bright, cheery house with accommodation for 26 patients, and staffed by Australian
nurses, it provided not only the necessary medical facilities, but also maximum comfort, for these ladies who
were so far away from home afriends.

The Times carried news of Itvas aneoenced sn JanBehatthe i n F
King has been pleased to approve of the award of Military Medal to the following lady for bravery and
devotion to duty on the occasion of a hostiter@d on a casualty clearing station.

Both sisters eventually returned to duty in France, but shared some leave in England in October and
November of 1918. Though on different ships, they began their journeys home in May 1919: Eileen on the
Roda sailing on the 8 and Amy on thaVahehesailing on the 16,

Arriving back in Brisbane in July, they spent some time with their family before returning to
Melbourne, where Eileen received further treatment for her injuries at th@eirferal Hospital in Céield.

Although her wounds had healed quite well, she still walked with a limp due to the damage to her left leg,
and unable to walk too far before fatigue set in, she underwent a period of massage and electricity therapy.

When Eil een waleniketAmy, contihnuedsnprsirtg & IMelbourne, and they shared a
house for some time in South Yarra. Employed as assistant matron at Melbourne Grammar School, where
she was considered as very efficient anddiletid by the boarders, it was however notetNovember 1926
that her health had broken down again, and she was once more spending time in the Caulfield Military
Hospital. I n 1936, still in South Yarra, the si s
occupation by this time listd as , home duti es”. The foll owing Ve
boarded thévongoliafor England, where she was intending to stay for some considerable time. Her brother
Reginald, a former Deputy Premier of Queensland, travelled down to Met¢hooireee her off, before
following up with a trip to England himself some months later.

I'n April 1939, Eileen was honoured with an i n\
the Diggers Abroad reunion dinner in London, which was also atielmglehe Duke of Kent and Field
Marshal Lord Birdwood. During this time her sister Amy was also in England, and they took the opportunity
of visiting Paris together.

Having already survived the Dblitz, Eihapseith made
some premonition, because just over three months later she was lost at sea. Embarking on the merchant
vessel,Melbourne Star[below] on 22 March 1943, she was returning home via the Panama Canal.
Carrying a cargo of munitions and 31 passengers, the ship was crossing the Atlantic Ocean about 480 miles
southeast of Bermuda, when she was
torpedoed and sunk by the German
submarine W29 on 2 April. Of the
handful of survivors that managed to
scramble from the water onto intact life
rafts, only four crew members were
eventually rescued.

Eileen is commemorated on the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
website along with other, igilian war
dead .

Endnotes: (1) AWM group photo P09900.002 of Australian QAIMNSR nurses at No. 7 General Hospital in
July 1915, includes Eileen, Katie Heriot and and four others who travelled with them @rdhees
(positonsu nk nown) . ( 2) AmyEvely Kihgs(1882119351)-eSisterw/eANS (MID, ARRC).

OPrivatgei Saadf ound
INDIGGER3 6 " s ar t i"dGattalionoanMont BteQuemtlibergeant EV Reardonmade mention of &
Private Sandqvist The Editor couldn*t find a soldier-| by t
sl eut h , Fr eRté7558 Garl HendriokuBundgwiaton the Roll of Honour. However, he appears
in the Archives a£harles Henry Sundqvist which is the corrm& spelling of his surname. Frev found that
Surdqgvist was born in Sweden in 1887 and emigrated to Australia in 1897. He could not be attested for the
AIF until authorities at Claremont, Tas, were advised that his application for naturalisation had besh gra
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The Snipersdéd Nest raid
Contributed by lan Gill, Success, and Neville Brownkigntingdale WA, isthisextract from their newly
rel eased book, 1a&a05laghtiHorge®égiment AF 19D po | i

By late June 1915, the %Qight Horse Regiment had been on the Gallipoli Peninsula less than six weeks. In
that space of time, casualties had been relatively light, despite a daylight attack on portions of Turkish
Quinn“$Maywy BO&d by Lieutenant T om Kwhilednot edmpletel " Sq
successful, had shown the men®s mettle in close ¢
north onto Wal ker "1s ORiitdogpestanadvhnear dyayNg.ust sout h
amount of trenching and tunnelling was performed in the latter position, and it was from this location that a
small party of men was selected to perform a hastily organised raid on a Turkishi t i on known a
Nest, which held commanding views of North Beach down to Ari Burnu. Raids of this sort were in their
infancy at the time and it would not be until later in the war that more thorough planning and careful
reconnaissance replactek more hastily organised efforts of 1915.

The Sniper s“"Jdhe 4M5 uttimatety faited, alk8i0 with no casualties. Lessons were
learned, and for one mabance Corporal Henry Kingdon, the enterprise proved a most harrowing affair.
His survival was testament to his cool thinking and lack of panic in a dangerous situation.

The following is taken from the new regimental history on th& Llight
Horse RegimentGallipoli to Tripoli,band r el ates to the ni per
small paty of menundet. i eut enant o6B&addLs Bamlaic 2 ers”
Nest was located approximately 500 yards due east of No.1 Outpost, then hi - .
theregiment, and 300 yards due south of Destroyer Hill and Rhododendron R N

The southern fork of the Saz Beit Dere (valley) r . t he |
position and was the approach route ultimately used by Hamlin to make the ¢ via\
from a northerly aspecfRight: Studio portrait of Major Herbert Bowen Hamlir 2.
DSO, 10" Australian Light Horse. Austfian War Memorial Negative Number P
HOOO50A.] 2

On the morning of Tuesday W une, sentries ¢ == yadror
Wal ker*s Ridge noticed Turks on the isolated an

carrying sheets of corrugated iron, with which to reinforce their ipasifThis enemy post commanded
dominating views towards Anzac, especially on North Beach. Despite warships and artillery shelling the post
regularly, the Turks, who had better access to local resources, maintained and even strengthened this position
from where their snipers took a daily toll on those in and around the bdagir. Love was informed and
immediately proposed to brigade headquarters that a reconnaissance be made to determine a method of

attack in which to destroy the post. Having received @appi | for both, Lieutenant
was detailed to carry out the raid with a party
Hamlin:

Lt HB Hamlin Orders br SnipesdNest raid
Senders 36 30/6/15
You are detailledtc o mmand a patr ol of 8 NCO6s & men, one o

explosives, to capture and blawp s ni per s & pbdasi, whictoliad previosly pomted out &

which is known to you AAA This work is to be carried out betweenZZ@BDtonight AAA You will, | think,

find the best approach position from trench near Nol Outpost & | suggest you approach position from the
rear & return same direction AAA You wilethce make a personal reconnai
trenches and Nol Outpost & intermediate positions of advantage & make all necessary arrangements AAA
You can choose any man from the detached miners to accompany you who is experienced in the use of
explosives, to demolish the position under your instructions AAA You will be expected back at or before 2330
AAA You will report with your patrol at Regimental HQ at 2200, ready to move off.

From CO 10th LH
Time 1200
AJ Love, Mdj
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Lieutenant Hariin wrote modestly and succinctly in his diary on Wednesdd,J8@e, on returning from

the, by then, aborted raid:
Relieved by O0A6 troop 1lam. I n aft eeconmaitre we n:
country round SnipgbRest . At 8. 30pm at Major Loj3ed4dsgt dir e
Duncan Bain & Cpl Kingdon + 6 men to try & take SnipgFRest & blow it up, starting from Nol
Outpost. Thunderstorm, vivid lightning when just north of position Turks openesbfireversed
engines for home. Very dark with occasional vivid flashes of lightning. Lost Kifjg@6nL/Cpl
HRR Kingdon] on way back. Probably disabled, but has not yet returned. Kennedy and Hallett
going out to try & find him on Thursday night.

Trooper Hugh Gillam, al so of ,C" Squadr on, r'dulyor ded his tho
€ During the night a party under Lt Hamlin anc
Kennedy, Hallett, Pazarir{sic], Facy|[sic] wert out to lay and blow up SmersoRidge. The night
was rather against them being inky black & with lightning now & then. They got out there but
encountered Turks in a large body & had to get away as fast as they could being almost surrounded.

In the rush Kingdon got lost. The remagmdyot back to our lines. Next night Hallett and Kennedy
agair; went out to try & find Kingdon. Kingdon returned at 2am safely & the others got back alright
later.

The attempted raid had failed. On t hminatec all beforef i n al
them; the Turks being alert and in sufficient strength. A brisk fire was opened on the raiding party and a
hasty retreat was made. Hamlin woke up next day somewhat sore and bruised from his foray into the rugged
terrain, while an inquirwvas ordered into the disappearance of Lance Corporal Henry Kingdon. There was
much criticism in the way in which the raid was ordered so quickly without thorough research and
reconnaissancd.om Kidd wrote damningly of the enterprise, laying the blameasgjy at the feet of his
commanding officer:

Love organised ardiotic scheme to blow up SnigéNest (Ye Gods). Hamlin was deputed to carry

it out. Party came back quicker than they went. A fortnights mining & a ton of guncottarhanigh

altered the cotours of Snipesb edt, butto perform thgob in one night under the noses of a strong

TurkisAh outpost & with about 14lb of guncotton appears to me to have emanated from an hysterical

brain.

., Rod" Kuvrote tpdis brother Norman in early May 1916 a long account of his-mgaeking ordeal:
€ Stumbling along, softly swearing as the stor
yards from the hill we were to blow up. Our Lieut. in front legdthe way, | was 2nd or 3rd
following, carrying the gun cotton on my shoulder having handed my rifle over to the Sgt who was |
believe bringing up the rear of the party. It was extremely hard to tell who was next to you on
account of the blackness of thight, and the men were constantly changing positions.

Suddenly a rifle cracked, and the flame from the muzzle appeared to be only a few yards
away on our left. Without quite realising what the noise was about | carefully placed the box on the
ground androse just in time to see the flashes and hear the crack of rifles in front and on our left
and right and even in our rear. Certainly a trap and a place to get out of at once. A sharp order from
our troop leader and down the creek bottom we ran, fallingsinthbling against the stones, with
the rifle bullets making sparks as they hit the rocks. Remembering the bend | climbed the two foot
bank, intending to run parallel with the creek and enter it again after passing the bend.

| soon found out | had madernaistake which might prove fatal to my escape for, although
the stones in the creek made it hard to get away fast, it was infinitely harder going through the scrub
on the bank. Perceiving my mistake, fell down once and lost valuable time, rose, andriglithga
time into a sort of a hole. Rising quickly onto my knees in time to see a rifle flash and show up the
form of a Turk 10 to 15 feet away. By this time rifles were firing from all the hills in the vicinity, and
| could hear the men (Turks) rushipgst, their water bottles rattling as they ran. Cut off from my
comrades with no weapon to defend myself with | pressed myself down into the hole and waited till
things got a bit clearer before venturing out. After about half an hour the Turks returnedg ha
evidently only gone as far as the creek to get a clear range for firing. They were very much excited
and were evidently expecting our attack in force, otherwise by advancing they would probably have
killed or captured some of my mates. As the Turkgmed | could hear and occasionally see them
when the lightning flashed, then probing the bushes for persons like myself. Luckily for me they
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missed my hiding place. | found out | was lying in a small drain about 12 ft long and 12 inches deep
and just wié@ enough to get my shoulders down. A few bushes hung over the top making a good
screen. This drain was made through a little mound to drain a patch of cultivated ground.

My eyes were glued on the first solitary Turk who stood so motionless in the same pla
waiting and expecting him to move away. Time passed and he still remained, and during a flash of
lightning | could perceive more Turks on his right and left, within whispering distance of one
another. Suddenly the thought entered my mind that thesé men med a Tfpi cket I i
remain there all night.

The storm which had been brewing all night increased in violence and rain started to fall in
torrents. The water started to run down the drain and the first chilly touch of it ran through my
clothesand trickled down my pants nearly started me out on a bid for more friendly places. The
water rose to 4 inches and nearly washed me out of the drain, but | stuck to it and the rain ceased
and the water flowed away leaving me lying on a muddy floor.

The €ntries were relieved twice during the time | was lying there by a Turkish Officer
wearing a thick military ovecoat with a revolver strapped on by a leather belt. The relieving was
done in silent whispers, and the sentries did not move from the potitignsere given, and | could
not help admiring their silence and vigilance.

Dawn came and the picket faded away to a spot 50 yards away where they commenced to
get a meal ready. Immediately they were gone | commenced to crawl for the creek (whichywas onl
10 yards), across the creek bottom and up the opposite hill. The ground was still very wet and muddy
and | had to be as careful as possible not to make my tracks too visible to a chance spying Turk.
Crawling under the ¢€é. b usild| carefully saarined2h@ Betghbburing h ) ¢
hills and the flat |1 had just left and felt a chilly sensation creep down my back bone as | saw a
Turkish sniper apparently looking straight down at me from a hill 200 yards away. The Turkish
picquet had finishedreakfast and were sauntering about the flat, and other Turks were also
carrying timber an&Neist®n Wp theftste udniwmesr srer
was too risky to try and get back that day and made myself comfortable as | ootild steep
sloping ground.

Tormented by flies and thirst, | lay there all day turning over from time to time in a vain
endeavour to dry my clothes. Once | made certain | would be located when a Turkish Sniper passed
down the creek bed and stopped to éranthe ground on which | had crawled. He intently looked
at the ground for some time and scanned the neighbouring bushes but apparently seeing nothing
suspicious he moved on. Had | a rifle, | might have made a name for myself by capturing him and
forcing him to remain quiet until nighfall, and then marching him back to Camp. As events turned
out | would not have been able to have got him into our lines.

At dusk a strong body of Turks came out of their trenches on thedaltowards my hiding
place aml the Officefin-charge commenced to post the sentries. Then my hope of escape was small
as the double line of sentries were posted on a different front to the one occupied on the previous
night.

Evi dentl y | asshiad snared the Tuks anduamgped for the double line of
sentries, but what really concerned me was that | still had to crawl through these two lines to get
back to my comrades.

When quite dark | commenced the most awful wriggle | ever had to do. Slowly raising one
hand and knee aft the other, | first tested the ground before trusting my weight on possible dead
twigs and leaves that the vigilant sentry might hear crack. It took me at least two and half hours to
crawl through the danger zoneabout 40 or 50 yards, then rising umlietly stole off through the
scrub towards safety, taking a different route to the one | had come out on the previous night. |
passed a Turkish Cossack Post and carefully avoided our owposti& Cossack Post, for | knew it
was just as dangerous runniifgo my own men as the engré I$o challenges are given heret is
a case of shooting on sight or hearing.

Jumping into the big trench along the sea front | was halted by the sentry at the barb wire
gate and after stating my name was allowed to proteedrds my own lines up the steep hill. It
was now 2.30am and the sea looked so inviting and | felt so dirty | decided to have a swim. Feeling
much refreshed | climbed the hill and reported back for duty about 3am in the morning.

Everyone was much surized at my appearance, for they had given me up for dead or
captured. Two or three good fellows still persisted in reckoning | was still alive, although possibly
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wounded and unable to get back. Two of them had set out that night to look for me; theytould
get far tho on account of the Turkish outpost and returned just before | got back.
So endeth a little adventure of mine, the details of which might interest you.
R Kingdon
P.S. I5found that all the rest of the party returned safetjne chap got grazed on the chin by a
bullet.

Abbv\)e: HRR kingdon, rear row, fifth from Ift; HB Hamlin is front rdw, extreme right.

The regiment later participated in the much written of charge at The NeK @mgust, where the men
sustained heavy casualties. They hit back at the Turks three weeks later at Hill 65 &doer Lieutenant
Hugo Throssellwas recommended and later awarded the only Victoria Cross to a member of the light horse.
The majority of theoriginal regiment was evacuated from Gallipoli in November, the others leaving in
December, before rejoining their horses in Egypt to rest amdjug. They then served in Egypt, Sinai,
Palestine and Syria, becoming a fine fighting force on horsebdbk asar progressed.

Kingdon would go on to be commissioned later in the war and survive the hostilities. Hamlin was
not so lucky, and died of illness on"™May 1919, having been awarded the DSO and a mention in
despatches.

Sources

1 Papers of HB Hamti, courtesy of Mr Peter Davies.

2 Diary of HB Hamlin.

3 Diary of HE Gillam. The named men were No. 429 L/Cpl HRR Kingdon, No. 708 Tpr F Bolger, No. 428 Tpr MF
Kennedy, No. 416 Tpr J Hallett, No. 886 Tpr DL Passerini, No. 396 Tpr JT Facey and No. 632ritler J

4 Diary and papers of TA Kidd.

5 Letter by No. 429 L/ Cpl "HiBHRHoké. Hengy Radney
Robert Kingdon was born in Wellington, New Zealand, ol April 1885. He was an GALLIPOLI TO
original member of the regiment and stood just asigrfeet tall. Kingdon rose to the TRIPOLI
rank of sergeant on '6August 1915, and after Gallipoli he saw service in Egypt, Sin o T oRSE
Palestine and Syria. He was commissioned a second lieutenarit @c®ber 1917 and
his officer™s r epoilent inskaynet fijhting. hKingdonhledter
courtesy of G & LE Boyce.

Endnote: The book Gallipoli to Tripoli i 10" Light Horse Regiment AIF 1919, is
available direct from the authors for $70 plus postage anywhere in Australia. It is a 648 ;
B5 hard bound and dustrapped production with more than 500 photos and a multitudg 4“” e
appendices. To purchase copy of this bool{cover atright] written by two FFFAIF
memberscontacteither ofthe authos by e-mail at:

Neville Browning— nbrowningl@bigpond.comr lan Gill — igiangill@gmail.com
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A young life nobly ended: Private 2668 Niel Penfold, 55" Battalion
Graeme Hosken, Dubbo, with thanks to Elizabeth Brikarkes.

One of the advantages of having a FFFAIF website is thatmenmb er s 6égoogl i ngdé for
6hit 6 Iidier agpéaes iorr oursvebisite. In this way the Editor was contacted by Elizabeth Briton from
Parkes, who found mention of her great uncle, Niel Penfold in DIGGERs 29 and 30. Niel (sometimes spelt
Neil on certain documeny$enfold was killed at Fromelles @®" July 1916. Thanks to the Penfold family
keeping cherished mementoes of Nields 1|ife, DI GGE
farmer who gave his life on the other side of the world before his nineteenth birthday.

Niel Penfold erlisted on 14 June 1915 at the age of 18 years and was allocated t8' Reigforcements
for the 3 Battalion at Liverpool Camp. He embarked from Australia BA@gust.

He sailed for Gallipoli from Alexandria on 210ctober 1915, per thBorda and was taken on
strength at Anzac on"2November. Following the evacuation, Niel arrived back in Alexandria dh 29
December and was transferred to th& Battalion on 13 February 1916.

The 5% Battalion sailed on th€aledonianfor Marseilles onl9" June— a journey which took ten
days.

One month and a day | ater, Niel®"s I|ife was end
is remembered at VC Corner Australian Cemetery Memorial.

The above summary Miel* short life is based on his service receri tells us little, if anything, of the
sort of young man Niel was. Fortunately, we can discover much more about Niel Penfold from the collection
of documents, photographs and artefacts that were passednf Ni el " s parents to Ke
fourth el dest son. In turn, these were inherited
have preserved these mementoes of their uncle"s |
Niel Penfold was the eldest of ten childrenJoh mes and Mary Penfold of ,
near Temora, NSW. The family farm was close to Combaning rail siding and opposite the intriguingly
named Possum Power Hill.
| Niel was born on 2B
August 1897, and he would have
-~ five brothers (in order, y@ney,
Eric, Kenneth, James and Robert)
and four sisters (Lila, Annie, Ruth
and Linda). We can now see that
Ni el was not the
mont hs" t hat he S
enlistment, but 17 years and 9
months old.
The photo atleft shows
the Penfold fanty at the time
James and Mary had seven
children. Niel, being the eldest
and tallest, is standing centre of
the back row.

1
t

,‘4‘ r 9

Ni el "s kimcé ¥897an

Incredib
they are shown aight .
Presumably, Niel enlisted in the AIF with hipar e
permission. As a farmer, he was no doubt a good shot and prok
hunted rabbits and kangaroos on Possum Power Hill. By the age o
he stood 5" 11%” tall and weig
troubl e convincing tllofficer#at meywasold

I‘y, a d
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enough to enlist in His Majesty"s service.

The studio portrait of Nieldelow] was taken in Australia prior to his embarkation, and reference to
it is made in the letter below that was written to his mother on Presbyterian Qéibechead. It is not the
first letter he wrote home, but is the oldest surviving one and was written the day before embarkation, and
f oll owi ng -lddvegliof ts sailing. fiNote: The Editor has made some minor changes to spelling
and punctuatiomi parts of Ni eThe asddressdarmmaehaspatsmbegen maoddied to save space.
Names in bold appear in the endnotes.]

Liverpool Sunday
August 8 1915
Dear Mother,

| got back to camp alright. Did you get my letter card on Saturday? It was just as well | came back.
The OC had me posted missing. There are still some missing.

We sail in the morningthat is Monday
morning. There are 1 500 of us going in the boat. |
fixed up my old pass and went into Denison Street
for a few hours yesterday. | saw my photos Friday
T they are a lot better than | expected. | got taken
again standing up, and | got an enlargement of the
standing one. Uncle Tom gave me the money to get
the standing up enlargement with the rifle for him,
so dondot forget to give it
to Auntie Lizzie and three post cards. Florrie, Lily
and Ruby grabbed the post cards. Will you please
send Auntie Emm one of the bust cabinets. The
Crown Studios are going to send them to you when
they are all finished. They cost me 29/6, postage
paid. There will be 17 cabinets, 2 enlargements
and 9 post cards. You will be surprised when you
see them.

Ida Berger is to get one of the Bust
cabinets when sheomes home. She asked me for
one so dondét f orBgreRriday, | got
he said they were having a fine trip and he had not
been sea sick yet. It was posted in Victoria. A letter
[is] examined by the censor before it is closed.

We are told tht we are going to an island
20 miles off Gallipoli within hearing of the guns. |
hope it is true. | have not seen anythingRsy
: Harvey. They are taking the recruits to Liverpool
< . Showground that come in now. | suppose he is out

- there. There will be roorfor a few when we leave.
The train | came back from town in last night were
| oaded with drunken soldiers. Hundreds broke out
to swim ashore. They ar eSefgeamntdogdseneofthenback t o Sydne
I will write you every chance | get but it is no good you answering as we might not get them.
So goodbye, with love to all,

from Niel.
While Nielwas homeonpre mbar kati on | eave, he was given a far
Temora I ndependent " :

A very large crowd gathered at the railway station at Springdale to bid bon voyage NieMp?enfold, of
Springdale district, who is atieer one of the boys anxious to get to the front. He was presented with a
wristlet watch by his three uncles. As the train was moving out of the station the boys all joined in and struck
up the old favourite 6ltbés a Long Way to Tipperar

Ni el " s eteremaowritten from camp in Egypt, where the Australians were sent before departing for
Lemnos, the ,island 20 miles off Gallipoli®“, and
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Heliopolis CampEgypt
19/9/15
Dear Mother
Just a few lines to let you know we arriviedEgypt safe. It took us a month to come over. | never got
sea sick at all but | was about tired of the sea. It was very hot crossing the equator and the sea was as
smooth as glass.
We disembarked at Port Suez. We then had a 7 hour trip in the tidio camp. The train travels at
a shnhail déds pace and raised a cloud of dust. It is
a kind of water grass which grows along the channel along the line to keep the sand back. In some places the
sand is heaped up higher than the fence. The trais, . ~
line follows along part of the Nile. [There is
irrigation most of the way. They chiefly grow cor
cotton, tomatoes, pomegranates, watermelons e
date palms. The tomatoes are very poor, worse t
we growat home in a dry season. The dates are |
beginning to ripen. There are a few hundred acres
date palms close to here. The native famers live
low mud huts with grass roofs and some of them |
in grass shades.
| went into Cairo yesterday week.i$ about
three times bigger than Sydney and has a lot big
buildings than Sydney. ShepardgsShephe
Hotel is the biggest in the world. It has 1 160 roo
in it. | did not see much of the town. We did not kn
our way about. We had a job to find the tram lin
There is a fellow [who] takes parties out and sho
them around the ancient temples, old Cairaw dhe
Dead City and several other places. He charges
shillings and pays all expenses. They say it is
worth the money. | was going out with him today kb
we are on duty. We are on duty oftener than we
off. We are 20 miles from the pyramids hewe; can
see them from the campvery other native in Cairo
is trying to sell you a walking stick or something,
half a dozen of them get around and start to cled :
your boots. They are a damn pest. [Abovee One of Niel®"s Crown S
Theyhave a fine tram service here but the trains [are] not up too much. We have plenty of water
here but it is artesian water and it is very hard. The ground is one sandy desert with gravel through it.
Sométhing] like the gravelly beaches in the river. Nothigrows on it without it [being] irrigated. Some
places the sand is blown up into hills as high as most of the hills around Springdale, with a few small
boulders through it. The ground we drill on is all loose sand. They have some fine roads here trough. W
had some trench digging in it the other day; it is loose down about 3 feet and then it [is] very tight.
There [are] plenty [of] sparrows here, and thousands of hawks. They say they were brought here
from India to keep the refuse picked up.
I metBirt [Bert Penfold the night we came in but was only with him for half an hour. He went away
to the front next day. He asked me to write to Arthur but | have not had much time to write to anyone. | will
write to him tonight. You might drop them a line or twal det them know. | am expecting to demn
Sinclair come in any time now. He might come tonight.
How is Ray andBirt Harvey getting on? Did they pass alrith Have they sailed yet? Is Bahill
working at the station? Has Uncle Tom got the house built Tee watch they gave me stopped while | was
at sea. | am getting it done up; it is to be finished tomorrow. | am going to try and carry it through with me.
Has old Homer made his fortune yet? Where is Uncle Jim now? | suppose it will be nearly haevegteim
you get this. Write and let me know how the crop is turning out, and how you are all getting on.
With love to all at home, your loving Son and Brother, Niel Penfold.
[ PS] Put the address on | sent vy o uentalrnanmber bri tepeofr p o o |
my name. If you happen to have lost it you can get it from Aunt Lizzie.
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Niel and a few other men fromth&B8at t a I"

some ,perks":

Reainforcesmends were chosen for a duty that came with

No. 4 HospitalHeliopolis
2" October
Dear Mother

Just a few lines to let you know | am well. | suppose you will think I am in hospital. Nine of us and a
corporal are on garrison duty guarding Number 4 Auxiliary Hospital. About 60 wounded came in from
Alexandria last night. We are having aditime here at the hospital. We have only to come in and sit down
at the table; plenty of good tucker and Sudanese to wait on us and some bed to sleep on with quilt on them
and twelve hours |l eave every 3 days. I dondét care

I got two ktters from Ruby the other day. They are the only two | have got yet. | suppose you are hay
making by the time you get this. | wrote to you a fortnight ago. Have you got the letter yet? | will write again
in a few days. | am writing to Ruby too.

I heard Aunty Lizzie was very sick. Is Bob still at the station? | suppose that new house is built by
this time. Did the Harvey boys pass alright? Let me know when they sailed or when they are sailing. Also
Jim Sturgeon | suppose Len Sinclair is over here by thisave not seen him.

| hear from Ruby you were going to Barmedman. Have they heard anything of Birt? Have they
shifted out to the Bland [Creek] yet? Is Uncle Syd still drinking?

Have no more time to write any more. Have only two minutes to catgwoshel will write again in
a few days.

We had a sham fight with blank cartridges the other day.

| remain your loving Son,

Niel Penfold

For a boy from the Australian bush, the city of Cairo must have been a revelation for Niel, and like most of
the Aussies he became a tourist in his free time.
Heliopolis Camp

Egypt
Monday 12' October

Dear Mother

Just a few lines, hoping to find you all well as this now leaves me. This is the fourth letter | have
[written] to you from Egypt. Have you receivedyarf them yet? | wrote to Ida Berger the other day. | have
not got any more | etters from Ruby yet. We are si
will be here.

Have they had any word of Birt yet? They might send us off to the frprdagnand we might be
here until next Spring. It is nearly Winter here now. It is about as hot in the daytime as what it is at home in
early Autumn, but we can bear two or three blankets at night. The natives think it is cold now; they go about
shivering.There was a bit of a row between the native cooks and waiters yesterday. They called the guard
out.

We were out to the zoo yesterday. It is a long way ahead of Sydney Zoo. | saw a giraffe there with a
neck long enough to reach over a 7 foot fence and ki wat er out of a bucket of
saw several parrots and cockatoos and kangaroos from Australia.

| saw the pontoons that the Turks tried to cross the Suez Canal in last February. They are built of
galvanised iron. There are two of théinat are over 30 feet long and they are riddled with bullet holes.

They have not got as many different kinds of animals as the Sydney Zdo dolatibetter got up.

We crossed the Nile on our way to the zoo. It is about a quarter of a mile wide.flosd now but it has to

rise another twenty feet before it gets to the top of the bank. It never comes over the bank though. There are
hundreds of small steam boats and sailing yachts. They have big revolving bridges across the Nile so as they
can letthe boats pass up and down. Then there is the White Nile, a tributary of the big or main Nile. It is
bigger than the Murray is at Albury. Although they are surrounded by level country the Nile flows very
rapid[ly] and the water is coloured.

lamgoingott t o the pyramids shortly. They are an h

No more news now. Write again in a few days.

I remain your loving Son and brother,

Niel Penfold
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While Niel was not as expressive as Charles Bean, who became unpopular witlopseats a result of his
,Cairo letter?", Ni el s wonder ful l'ine about Kitch

some Aussies" behaviour in Egypt.

Heliopolis, Egypt
20" October

Dear Mother

Just a few more lines to let you knbam quite well. Have you got any of my letters yet? This is the
5" one | have [written] to you. We have orders to be ready to go away so | suppose we will be making a
move for the firing line in a day or two.

Have any of the colfboted blokes in Springdale enlisted yet? The Australians are playing up some
in Egypt. Kitchener says that they have undone 10 of his years work in Egypt.

It is getting pretty cold here nhgeat but we wono
| suppose Birt has had a good go at the Turks by this time. There is a couple of battalions of
Tommi es camped not far from here. They donét get

they get a shilling a day and whentheymakan al | ot ment of 6d a day they

Has Homer made his fortune yet? How is the crop turning out? Is there much fruit on the trees this
year?

We are still out here guarding the hospital. There are 8 of our own company out heréhavith
mumps. There are about 150 cases of mumps here altogether.

I have not had any letters from Ruby yet. | only got the two. We have only had one mail since we
| anded. There is a mail i n now; it has itbleggetm i n f
6Bull etindéd | ast week but | dondt know who sent it

No more news now.

With love to all at home,

Niel Penfold

Niel was taken on strength of th& Battalion at Gallipoli on ¥ November. A week later he found time to
write home to his motr.

The Trenches
November 91915
Dear Mother

I have not [written] to you for a long while, so | will try and write a few lines. | am quite well. | have
only received one letter from you so far. | received iton tfe(®6t ob e r . [ g ohich Sidrsent 6 B u
on the same day. It came a week earlier than the letter.

| never had that allowance altered. | am still having 3 shillings sent home. | had to fix it up when |
came back from final leave. How it came to be altered to your name is | higd foesh papers, and | made
a mistake and signed your name instead of Dado6s.

We left Egypt on the 220f October. We joined our battalion about a week ago. | am in the firing
line.

How did the crop turn out this year? Did Uncle Sid get a good crop@rg\Vis Uncle Jim Kennedy
now? There is a chap in the [same] platoon as me says he knows Uncle Jim. His dackeRarry. | was
not sorry to leave Egypt. We get pretty well looked after here and get better food than we got in Egypt. It is
verycoldofani ght here; they are expecting 6 weeks snow
of months yet.

I have not seen any more of Birt since we came to Egypt but he is not far away from here. Has any of
them fellows from about Springdale joined yet? Where is Ida Berger now? You did not say whether you
got them photos or not.

Two of our fellows got hit since we came here. One got a patch of hair knocked off his head with
shrapnel and one got shot through the mouth and came out his eye.

I cannot think of any more to write now but | will drop you a field card in a few days again. Write
soon.

Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. With love to all at home,

Niel Penfold
[PS] My address is the same except my number will [be] 2668A inste&d®f 2
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An endearing characteristic of many Australians, especially those from the land, was their habit of
comparing their new environmenpud® ™ Nihalt rfefuenrds btac
heavy clay soils found along the Bland Creek reBsmedman.
Anzac
23“ November
Dear Mother

Just a few lines to let you know that | am well. | just received 2 more letters from you dated
September the f3and 3d'. I also received a letter from Florrie Penfold, Junee Reefs, and 2 from Lily. She
hasbeen roaring on me writing to them. The fact s

We have been here three weeks today. It is getting very cold here now and it rains pretty often, but it
dondt rain very much at adyatmilempetwo owhreelstaep gulliesand dilsr r y
as steep as Possum Power Hill. These hills are not rocky but are a brown clay formation which sticks to your
feet just like Blangug. There are no rocks here at all to speak of. There are no treesaio sp only a few
pines about 6 feet high and smaller. There are seven different kinds of scrubs here which grow a couple of
feet high; the roots of these things we dig up for firewood.

I have had not much of a chance to get a crack at the Turks yetakVenly shoot at their
loopholes. Five or six of our fellows have been wounded and 1 killed. We have been here just three weeks
now. Our trenches are situated in one of the Tu
harvested; itisalltram| ed down. |It6s a bearded variety of whe

There will very likely be some blizzards here about Christmas and perhaps some snow.

Well mother, only another month until Christmas. | suppose you will have a good time. | hope so at
any rate. No more news ghitime. The wristlet watch stopped the other day. Stopped once while | was in
Egypt and | got it cleaned.

Good bye, with love to all at home

Niel Penfold
[PS] | metHarry Elliott here last night. He is in this battalion.

Following the evacuation fro@allipoli in December, Niel found himself back in Egypt just before the end
of 1915. Eighteen year old Niel had experienced and seen a lot in six months.
Egypt
6/1/16
Dear Mother,
| have not written for a long time. | suppose you have been wonderngdra. | am quite well.
| received nine letters last week. They were the first | have receiveddnsix weeks. | also got a
parcel from Lily. The letters had been held up on account of us leaving Gallipoli. | spent my Xmas aboard
ship. This season weere laying in the harbour at Lemnos Island. We left next day for Alexandria. | am glad
to hear that you got my letters alright, and that the crops are turning out alright.
| suppose you have heard that Birt had been sick in hospital but he is ounagasnd quite well.
He is camped about half a mile from here so | see him often. His battalion is not here yet though. | will try
and send you something from Egypt but | might not get a chance for some time as we are miles from town,
away out inthe deseend we donét get any | eave. I would have
here before but | was frightened they would not get to you.
| got 3 letters from you & from Lily, 2 from Harveys, 1 from Jim Cullen and one from Bob. | will
write again ina few days.
With love to all at home

Niel Penfold
The authorities had decided to base the Australians al-Kedbir, well away from the distractions of Cairo.
Niel"s |l etters become shorter and y danteeaireettrense b
Egypt
26" January

Dear Mother

| received another letter from you. | am sorry to hear that you and the children had been sick. | hope
you are all well again, as this now leaves me. We are still in the same place and there [is] no fresh news. |
have not seen anything of Ray Harvey yéedr he is in another camp over near Cairo somewhere. | must
drop him a line and ask him how he likes Egypt. Cousin Bert is still knocking around.
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We had the photo of the battalion taken today. | was pleased to hear that the crop is turning out
alright. | still take an interest in the wheat if | am soldiering.
You said in the letter today that you had received four letters from me.
Well Mother, | must now close these few lines. | am always thinking of the Dear Folks at home.
| remain your Loving Son
Niel Penfold
Egypt
5" February
Dear Mother
Just a few lines to let you know | am quite well, and | hope this finds you all the same. | have not
heard from you for nearly three weeks but | am in hope of receiving a letter from you this coming week. The
weather is starting to get warmer, and it is very sultry and inclined to rain.
I have not seen anything of Birt lately. | think his unit has shifted away. | am going to see if | can
find Ray Harvey when | get leave. Can you tell me whatrraitk Hopsan belongs to? | received a letter
from Ida the other day.
Two hundred and fifty more reinforcements joined the battalion today. | must now say goodbye.
| remain your loving Son
Niel Penfold

The large numbers of reinforcements arriving from Australie men returning from wounds and sickness,
led to the doubling in size of the AIF. Niel found himself transferred from thBastalion (£' Division) to
the newly formed 55%Battalion (%' Division).
Egypt
20" February 1916
Dear Mother
| am quitewell and | hope this finds you all the same. | received your letter datedfilanuary
and | was sorry to hear that you all had been sick and | hope you are all well again. | hope Dad is well
again. Your last letter was the first | had received fordvdrr e e we ek s . I dondt thin
my letters. | got a letter from Ruby and she said she only received one letter, but she should have got over
half a dozen.
| am glad to hear that the crop had cut so well. | suppose by the time yihisgéey will be putting
in a fresh lot.
| am in anetherbathe 5% Battalion now. It is a newly formed battalion. Ray Harvey and Len
Sinclair, alsoPratt, are all in the 58 so we are all together, but Len is trying to get into tHen@h Harry
Elliott. Birt Harvey is in the %' Battalion. If Bob joins up let me know what he belongs to so | can look him
up when he gets over this side of the world.
There has been more light showers here. It has been a very wet season for Egypt but there is nearly

a dust storm today. Canodot think of any more news
| remain your Loving Son
N Penfold

[PS] This is my address now:

No. 2668APrivate N Penfold

D Company 55" Battalion

14" Brigade

c/o Intermediate Base

Egypt
Ray wil | have the same address as me only heds i1
this before they hear from Ray.

I n his next letter, Ni el t ouches 'bBattaliohte the spligicgt i o n
of their unit.
Egypt
Sunday 27 February

Dear Mother

I have had only one letter from you this long time. | hope this finds you all quite well, as it leaves me.
It is very windy and dusty here today, almost a sand storm. It seems a regular thing to get a dust storm of a
Sunday. It is starting to get prettythtoere now. It will soon be summer time, while | suppose it is coming on
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winter time at home. | hope we get away from here before it gets real hot. By account of your letters it has
been very hot at home. | was very glad to hear how the crop turned owstidbua low price will make it

nearly as bad as ever. | will try and send you along something from Egypt shortly. There are plenty of fancy
table centres, handkerchiefs and different things
only imitation.

Ray Harvey, Len Sinclair, Pratt and myself are all in th& B&ttalion. It came very hard on some
of the boys of the Third, getting split up after being in it so long. They made the Third into a battalion and
called this half the 8% They dae the same with nearly all the old battalions.

I am still sticking to my sheep skin vest although it is useless in this place, but we might see the day
again when we need them. | would like you to send me along two or three pair of socks as thegehes we
here donodét | ast | ong. We were inspected by Gener a
been over on the Peninsula that they would get a fight before long.

| believeFloyd is back at Combaning again. He did not stop over here &mwhe was not out of
Egypt when he was here.

| must close as it is getting late and | want to write a couple more letters.

| remain your loving Son,

Niel Penfold
A recurring theme in Niel®"s writingcoricenthainwilnbgsi r e
be getting lost. In these days oimil, instant messaging, Skype and international dialling from mobile
phones, it can be hard to imagine what it must have been like for an 18 year old, no doubt often homesick, to
be dependent aseaborne mail to keep in touch.
Egypt

Sunday 8 March
Dear Mother

I am quite well and hope you are all the same. | have not had a letter from you for a long while. | am
in hope of getting one before | ahgg. of gooodt !l ehte
think you have been getting all of mine.

It is starting to get very hot over here, while at home | suppose it is just the opposite. Is old Homer
still pottering about Springdale? Has Grandfather come up home to live yet?idHUncle Bill getting on
now? | have not seen anything of Birt for a long time but | am expecting to see him again shortly.

No more news now. | remain your loving Son,

Niel Penfold.

Egypt
Sunday 19 March
My Dear Mother

| received your welcomietter yesterday. It was dated ®80anuary. It was the first | had received
from you [for] about a month. In fact | have not had any letters from anybody for a long time.

It is just a fortnight since | wrote to you, but must try and write to you at dewst a week, although
news is very scarce.

We had a heavy shower of rain last night; nearly flooded some of the chaps out of their tents. It has
rained a lot here lately. | think it is on account of being close to the coast. We have a dust stormarhere ne
every week.

| have not seen Birt for a long while. | think he is on the Canal somewhere. Len Sinclair and Pratt
have joined the artillery but Ray has stopped with me. | supgpesege Harvewill soon be here. Send me
George Harvey anGeorge Robed éddress if you can.

Ask Ida Berger to write. | have only received one letter from her yet. | often get a letter from Florrie
Harvey. We got helmets issued to us yesterday. It is starting to get very hot.

I must now close, with love, | remain

Your loving Son

Niel Penfold
[PS] | am sending you two or three photos of my tent mates.

The 5" Division were still guarding the Canal Zone and Niel was getting frustrated with the sand, the climate
and the flies.
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Egypt
Monday 18 April, 1916
Dear Mother
I am quite well and | hope these few lines find you all well. I have not heard from you lately. | think
there must be a terrible lot of letters goes astray. | had a letter from Junee Reefs yesterday. We have shifted
to another camp lately. It is not asa@bas the last camp we were in. There is a terrible lot of loose sand
here. But there is one good thihgve go for a swim in the Salt Lakes every day. It is very hot here now and
the flies are extra bad. We are worried by flies and dust by day and fiedgca by night, but it gets nice
and cool at night. | hope we soon get a move out of this country. | am about tired of it. We have been back
here thhree and a half months now.
You never say whether you are getting my money alright or not, but | sugjoaesygetting it or
you would say so. News scarce so | will now close.
With lowe to all, | remain your loving@,
N Penfold

Egypt

Tuesday 18 Aprjl1916

Dear Mother
| am quite wdland hope these few lines fiyou all the same. | received your letter dated' 30
February[sic]. It was the first | had heard from you for over a month. | have not had many letters lately. |
dondét know what is becoming of them and Wehadave o
very nasty dust storm last week. It blew for over thirty six hours and you could not see ten yards for moving
sand and dust and we had to put two nights out in the open desert without a bit of shelter. We had to dig
ourselves out of the sand whee woke up in the morning. | have been back here since thB&®mber
and | am sick and tired of the whole placehas but
, been gone from Egypt a good while. | think he has gone to

‘;‘ have a go at the squareheads.

L | suppose you got a bit of a surprise when you
received my new address. Ray is quite well. He is doing a
bit of carpentering, buil ding
drill 7 he dodges it pretty well. He offers out for every job
that comes along. He has had a go at cooking, butchering
and carpentering. Groceries are terrible dear over here.

Jams, preserved fruits, fish and different things are about
twiceasdearasi sed to be at home. We
well here. We go for a swim in the salt water nearby every
day here.
I dondét think there is any
With lots of love to all at home, Niel.

[Left: Studio portrait of Niel Penfold.]

No. 2668 B Compmny, 55" Battalion AIEF, Egypt
30" April 1916
Dear Mother

| received two letters from you last week. | am quite
well and glad to hear you are all the same. | had a letter
from AIf from Junee Reefs yesterday. We had Brigade
Sports here on Anzac Day ane Wwad colours issued for
the day. A piece of red ribbon for the Landing, Gallipoli,
and a blue ribbon for service there. | got a blue ribbon.

My word, George Harvey is gettingonweth cor por al already. Dono6t f«
belongs to. o George Roberts. | heard from Ray that quite a lot enlisted from Temora lately. | suppose
cropping is in full swing now.

News is very scae so | will ring off now.

With best lovefrom Niel.

[ PS] I  d oGedrdge Harveywillget ever hene time for us to see him before we go away.
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At last the 8 Division was getting ready for its move to the Western Front. After camping in the desert for
so | ong, Ni el must have been thrilled at the new:
say exactly where the 8Battalion was being sent.
Egypt
Friday, 9" June 1916
Dear Mother

I have not wroteo you for a long time, but | am quite well and hope you are all the same. | have
received two more letters from you lately and a few from other correspondents and one from Maud saying
she was knitting some sox.

| suppose you will be wondering what Haecome of me as | have not wrote for a long time. The
next letter you get from me will most likely be from a different country from this. We might have been gone
before this only for that late sea battle.

I have just about had enough of this country. S&@hus have been back in Egypt ever since the
evacuation of Gallipoli. It is very hot and the flies are very bad here now. | suppose by the time you receive
this the cropping will be all over.

My word the time is flying. It is just a year yesterday sihkeft old Springdale. | have not heard or
seen anything of any of the late recruits yet. | [have] a nice collection of Egyptian, French, Greek and other
coins together which | am going to bring back with me after the war. Is there any fish in thanitieow?
There [are] some fine fish here in the Canal but
Sports on here tomorrow and | am in the-tfgvar team.

I hope you are getting my money safe. You never say whether you are gettimgt.it suppose you
are getting it alright or you would say so.

Well Mother, | must now close as news is very scarce. | am always thinking of you all and wondering
how you are.

With best love to all at home

from Niel

Somewhere in France
Wednesday 12July

Dear Mother

| have not wrote to you for nearly a month now. | suppose you will be wondering where | am. | am
guite well and | hope this finds you all the same. | received two letters from you and one from Eric last week
and four or five from otherd.also received one from Ivy. | have not received them socks yet but | expect
them any day. | have not seen or heard of Birt since last January, but | heard from Lily that he was in the
mounted military police in Egypt. | suppose he thought he couldarud the hardships after his operation.
Will you let me know what I®Reggie Cullencomes away in so | can look him up over here. Ray Harvey is
quite well. He had a letter from Birt the other day.

My word, this is a beautiful country. There are plentjowély wheat and oat crops here. Things are
very dear here. Tobacco cannot be bought. | think beer is about the cheapest thing of th@doiny and
t wopence a glass and wine the same. I am i oset he t
hoping this finds you all well.

With love to all at home.

| remain your loving Son

Niel Penfold

Niel sent two Field Service post cards home: one to his brother, Eric, and another to his mother. These cards
were designed for the sending home @kgy quick message by crossing out words or phrases which did not
apply. Of special interest is the one Niel sent o iy 1916- one day before the Battle of Fromelles. His
message reads:
I am quite well. | have received your letter dated 8 May. Lé&dtlows at first opportunity.
This would be Ni e lohis failg Be was killedrtveo day® latel enf20dy
1916. In an incredible coincidence, the tenth and last child of James and Mary Penfold whatbexact
same dayon the other side of the worldtotheskelh at t er ed fi el d where their
brother would be christened , Robert Niel Penfold"
James and Mary would be told of their el dest s
this letter to the Officer in Charge, Base Records, Melbourne:
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15" Aug 1916

Dear Sir
I have been advised by wire that my son, N Penfold, No.@8885 3 Batt. has been killed in action on the
20" July. Would you kindly inform me where he was ki#led his number, also the battalion number or any
particulars you may have in reference to Pte Niel Penfold. The last letter we had was from Egypt. Any
information will be gratefully received.

Yours truly

James Penfold.

A week later the army replied, $iteg thatNiel was in the 58 Battalion and it was assumed had been
killed in Franceas the report dfis death came from London.
The Church of England chaplain with the™SBattalion wrote to the Penfolds expressing his

sympathy on the lossofthe s on and brother. Whether James and
the top" and s omewh at —Niehvwak nonegen mentiomed lpy mamsve caradnly t o u c |
speculate
In the Field
55" Battalion AIF
7 Sept 1916
Dear Sir

This is a little note from the C of E Chaplain of the Battalion to which your brave boy belonged, and
I want to offer you and his loved ones this token of our sympathy. He played the MAN, and having done his
duty, has entered his rest in Paradise. We khow great a loss it is to you; we too, feel the loss of a brave
Comrade. But such an act of wonderful viru¢he greatest virtug has the reward of Great Heavenly
blessing and advantage. He is like his Saviour, Our Lord, who gave His life for othdrtheéAsacrifice is
yours too, in a lesser degree, and God will not foigete cannot f o lifgveas alinkbioding So n
you to Erth, try to let it now be a stronger link binding you to Heaven. Remember too, that the fate of death
cannot shut offyour thought, hope, help, love and prayer for him. He lives, but in the unseen state in

Paradi se. This is Goddés place of fAgrowtho and Ape
peace and perfection, and k recemconpdssed by hagreat sloudnod t f
witnesses. 0 He is now one of them in Jesusd | ovi

giving you in place of it, pride in a brave life, and joy for one you love, safe in His presence.
I am,
Yours vensincerely,
W Meredith Holliday Capt.

Chaplain
Niel"s Springdale mat e, Ray Harvey, must have bee
detailing the circumstances of Niel"s deshedbome Thi s
l i ght on Ni & Bdttslionfwaré tasked Totcary fupplies (especially ammunition) across No

man“s | and t o™and64 Batedians whé had dapured the German trenches at Fromelles and
were holding on to the ground fafl they were worth. It appears that Niel did not make it to the captured
trenches before being killed.

11 Jan 1917

Dear Mother

Just a few lines in answer to your last letter | received a few days ago. | was very pleased to hear
from you and know you@ all well. Well, you asked me to write a few lines to Mrs Penfold but to tell you
[the] truth | cannot bring myself to the task, we being such great mates.

Well about poor Niell know nothing definite about him getting killed, only what my matesneld
It was a dreadful night. Everyone had [their] own part to play yet we were a cheery lot. | was with him a
little while before we went in, but of course, being in different companies had to go our separate ways.
Anyhow he was like the others, quite gled to think we were having some big game and went to it in great
style. But poor chap, he did not last long, he being amongst the first to go over had a rough time of it and his
mates say when no more than half way across fell, killed outright.

Anyhow Mther, it will afford his parents a little satisfaction to know that Niel did his duty and did it
wel | and no fear of consequence and that is more
section given to me by his mates who thought a deatiof him. They have all written their names on it and
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asked me to forward it with their deepest sympathy to his mother. They are all here now but one, who has
been taken prisoner, that is C Leane, that is the big chap sitting in the front.

Well dearMother, | will draw this to a close. With best
Ray Harvey

Penfol d
A staff captain working with the Director of Graves Registration and Enquiries at the War Office wrote:
Dear Madam
In reply to your letter of 2AFebruary 1918, | regret to
not yet been located, but your enquiigs been noted, and | will write to you again as soon as | am able to
obtain any information.
| am very sorry not to be able to obtain any information.

I n May 1919, Mar y r

Mar y
collection.
Livry

3.3.19
Dear Mary

Just a few lines to let you know | am OK and | ho
that yourself and all at home are the same. | have very little
write about these times as we are leading a very quiet life
lazy. | had 4 days sick last week, never got out of my be
thought | was a hospital case but | managed to pull arounc
had the doctor one day but | am OK again now and he
started to work again.

| suppose everybody is anxious to see us home. W«
am anxious to get home myself. A few have left the Battalior
home; those who enlisted in 1915. | may possibly leave Fra
this or next month at latest. | am not oxaxious for a week or
two as the weather will be good in 5 or 6 weeks time. |lgot
parcel of cigarettes from the Combaning School and they
very handy as it is hard to get smoking material over here
have been made a driver
last this time. | suppose as soon as we get rid of our horses
will reduce us again. | had letters from home saying they |
been out to see father and he was well. | hope to see him m
before too long now.

Well Mary, this is about all this time so | will draw to <

close, with love to all from yowffectionate brother, Charlie.

agi

wishes from your affectionate son,

[Left: The photo of No. 6 Section, No. 6
Platoon, , B Coftpany
Battalion. Left to right: Geprge Lyons

C Leane (front), F Ingham (rear), M
Olston (face only faintly visible), J
Brooks, Niel Penfold (arrowed)krancis
Hubbard, Eyles E Hickson". Lyons and
Hubbard both came from the Euchareena
district near Wellington, and amazingly,
another copy of this same photo was
provided by Mr Richard Claytonof
Euchareena to Trevor Munro and Graeme

Hosken for inclusion in thei book,

» Wellington"s Finest*™®
small world in the AIRA.

eceived a reply to a |

say that the grave of Private N Penfold has

P e nf o Chdrliesalsb served m ¢he AIF and his letter to his sister is the lashdhe family

-

S

was numbered
atthe call of King and Country leftall
thatwas dear to them,endured hardness,

who,

faced dan and finally passedoutof
ﬂusig'lugf“mmbqﬂtepaﬂwfdnn{
 livesthatotharsmightveinfrecdom.
Let those who comeafter seetoit
thathis namebe ot forgotten.

Pte Neil Fenfold
55 Battalim_ L. IF.

No. 2957 Dvr CA Penfojdransport Sectiors6" Battalion, AIF Abroad
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On 4" July 1917, the % Military District calculated that Mrs Mary Penfoldas owed £23.4.8 for the death
of her son, being made up of Niel " s "bsarliceimtheAlFof p a
amounted to a total of £116.5.0 ($232.50).

Niel Penfold died five weeks shy of his"lirthday.

Below. Mementoes of a life given in the Great Wheft: Rising Sun badge; ., Aust
Ni el “"s three service medawasr; nseodnael | Alom tawunndi cNi bed t"tsc
on whi ch i sNeidRigt: i Mi eslp"aibki presenahtlyitakgn from his body after death and
thensent home to his family.

This Memorial To
The Men of Springdale

Who Served and Gave Their
Lives in World War |
Was Rebuilt and Rededicated by
War Veteran's and Citizens
of The District on
lith November 2003.

£ GREAT WAR 1914-18

C.H.HANKINS

H.C.HARDINGC [

W.R.HARVEY Sr sy 52
R.HARVEY -

f_gc,\HHLF::T-\éivor Above: A plaque recording the rebuilding and

S.H.MENAIR -~ rededication of the Springdale War Memorial in 200

JW.MSNAIR . . . .
:‘pENFULD Left: The names of the Springdale enlistments killed

H.TOWERS " inthe Great Wa. Niel"s name is s
r - bottom. Ray Harvey®“s name
roll, as do two of his brotherReuberand Bertie.

Endnotes (1) According to Robert Webster PossumiPowsr b o ok
Hill was named after a orstand gold crushing plant which was small enough to fit onto a tree stump. It was
said to have the power of a single possum. [Thanks to Russell MarfPasgdm Power Tankwvas a steam
locomotive watering tank between Stockinbingad 8®mora. The location of Possum Power Tank was later
re-namedSpringdale, the village which Niel gave as H®meaddress. (2)da Berger (daughter of Joseph

and Mary) was born in 1896 and was from Temora. She was a similar age to Niel and it sedvag thay t

have been sweet on each other. There is no recor
Lieutenant Herbert William Penfold MM, 2™ Machine Gun Battalion; enlisted 22 May 1915 and
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returned to Australia f9J une 1919. BaasintfronwBasnedihane (1) ‘Ray Harvey Was/ate

2684 William Raymond Harvey, 5%' Battalion; enlisted 18 August 1915 and was killed in actioff duly

1918. It is quite likely that Niel and Ray enlisted together. (5) Len Sinclair was pro®@®% Thanas

Cyril Sinclair, 3" and 55" Battalions; enlisted 29/6/15 and RTA 25/1/19. (6) Birt Harvey}208 Private

Bert (6Bert i e 8 Battaliencenlisted & 12/5and DOW 7/5/17. (7) Jim Sturgeon is yet to
be identified. There is no James Stung@n the nominal roll. (8) Jack Barry wgvate 2382 John Barry,

55" Battalion; enlisted 10/6/15 and RTA 5/3/19. (8) Harry Elliott wék7 Sgt Henry James Elliott 3
Battalion; enlisted 22/8/14 and KIA 20/7/16. Harry remained with tHdBattalion but in a twist of fate he

was also killed or2g" July 1916- not at Fromelles where Niel was killed, but near Pozid¢teswvas buried

in Sausage Valley but his grave was lost. Harry Elliott was a schoolteacher from Tumbarumba but must have
been working affemora, as this was where hisiiMivas kept. His brotherCorporal 316 John Joseph

Elliott, 3™ Battalion, was also killed in the war, dying on 15/9/16 from wounds received at Pozieres. He is
buried in Birmingham Cemetery, UK. (9) Frank Hopson ®&68 CplFrank Reginald Hopson MM, 3
Battalion; enlisted 6/8/15 and RTA 20/4/19. With Frank having the same regimental number as Niel, it
could explain why Niel became 2668A. (10) Soldier Pratt serving is yet to be identified. (11) George Harvey
was 1920 Private Robert George Harvey, 3% Battalion; enlisted 2/1/16, RTA 1/11/17. (12) George
Roberts wadrivate George Frederick Roberts, 3% Battalion; enlisted 8/2/16 and RTA 5/4/19. Reggie
Cullen wasL/Cpl Reginald Miller Cullen, 8" Battalion; enlisted 19/6/16rd RTA 21/12/18. (13) Charlie
Penfold wa2957 Private (later Driver) Charles Albert Penfold, 58 Battalion; enlisted 17/8/16 and RTA

2/ 6/19. Charlie PenfolkMdamwpass Maaiyd®renh aimel “wadbrBemfe
cousin, JameRenf ol d. (14) The men in Niel®"s No. 6 Secti
L/Cpl 2861 George Lyons, 8 and 55" Battalions; enlisted 29/6/15 and KIA 9/3/17. C Leane 2854

Private Albert Charles Leane, 3 and 55" Battalions; enlisted 8/7/15 and RTA 2/5/19. F Ingham was
2852 L/Sgt Fred Ingham, &' and 58" Battalions; enlisted 20/6/15 and RTA 21/3/19. M Olston v2&65

Sgt Maurice Albert Ohlsson, 3* and 55" Battalions and 58" DAOC; enlisted 6/6/15 and RTA 23/7/19. J
Brooks was probapl5329 Private Albert Joseph Brooks, 8 and 53" Battalions; enlisted 15/1/16 and

RTA 4/5/17. Francis Hubbard w&849 Private Francis John Hubbard, 58 Battalion; enlisted 29/6/15

and RTA 4/5/17. Eyles waBte/Dvr 3589 Harry Eyles, ¥ and 53" Battalions, and %' MG Battalion;

enlisted 6/8/16 and RTA 8/4/19. E Hickson wk342 Private Earnest Henry Hickson, 4 and 55"
Battalions; enlisted 1/9/14 and RTA 4/12/18. (15) The War Diary of tHBdtalion records that, as at>31

July 1916, losses in thenit at Fromelles were: two officers and 35 other ranks killed; five ORs died of
wounds; five officers and 149 ORs wounded and four officers and 139 ORs missing. (16) The first wave of
carrying parties from the #5Battalion started across Nna n “ s at [7.80prd or just afterwards. Ray

Harvey®s account 1implies that Ni el may have been
working parties were drawn from ,C*" a n dLieytddant C o mp «
Colonel McConaghy,COSSh Battalion, recorded that ., B" Compafny Wasnd

at 8.55pm to support the B8attalion, and thaB Company got across without a casualfjis casts doubt

on Ray"s description of Ni el & and celgirgtoh hearday it isinat  t h

uncommon for accounts of the |l oss of a mate to ¢k

Australian Cemetery and Memorial. If he was killed inid@a n* s | and, and his ident]

body at tke time, it is likely that his body was one of the 410 unknown soldiers recovered from the battlefield

after the armistice and buried at VC Corner. Members of the Penfold family have provided a DNA sample

but no link toa soldierfound at Pheasant Wood hget been established. §L James Penfold wrote to the

army on 24 April 1917, informingthen t hat a par cel containing Niel?®s

added: 1 f anything more tuondeup wheadhe amad sendad,

been the watch given to Niel by hIS three uncles, and the coin collection Niel was gathering and going to
25 bring home on his return from the war. The package

seems to have <contained Ni

book a letter and a cardl®) The vast majority of 5%

Battalion men killed on 20 July 1916 have a Red

Cross Wounded and Missing file. Unfortunately, there

is no file for Nel and he is not mentioned in any of the

other reports, so exactly where and wherwas killed

will remain a mystery.(20) Niel, the first child of

James and Mary Penfy is remembered on his

parens’ grave in the Temora Cemetellgff]. His age

is shown, mistakenly, as 19 years.
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ETCHED IN STONE

(Edited byRussell Curley)

This is the thirtysixthinaserie of extr act s, WefWilllRemethtehTire AlFaEpitaphsiod s i
Worl d Wawhiloh will appear in successive issues of
1‘ The final epi sode on the theme ﬁPTofounc
Place names in bold type are cemetery names

Scores of thousands of bereaved Australians must have asked themselves and others those anguishec
qguestions: What was it all for? Was itwodhur son*s | i fe? Many epitaphs
Lijssenthoek cemetery also makes me wonder if the appeal in the epitaph refers to the dead soldier or the
living left behind, perhaps his widow:

| BESEECH ALL WHO LOVE ME
GRANT ME HELP OF THEIR PRAYERS
Driver J. D. Coolahan, ASC, killed at the age of 30 on 3 October 1916, was beyond prayer; my feeling is that

Mrs Cool ahan, Il onely, bereft and still shocked, w
For sheer concentrated despair cdesithe epitaph on the headstone of Private D. C. Thompson,
32YB n who was only 21 when he was killed in the S

Heilly Station Cemetery.
THE WEED AND THE WILDFLOWER
CREEPETH AROUND A LONE AND SILENT BED

The epitaph on the grave of Trooper L.Brnistonof 3¢ Australian Battalion, Imperial Camel
Corps, might not on first reading seem to be invested with profound despair:
ALSO TWIN BROTHER HOWARD
KILLED IN ACTION
Trooper Burnistorwas 32 when killed in the Sinai Desert in an action against the Turks and he is buried at
Beersheba War Cemetery | sr ael His parents knew of Howard®"s
twin brother and felt that to draw attention to their twinssén deat hs i n action sai
poetic or patriotic epitaph. They were, of course, inconsolable and never recovered from thrir. loss.

MY HEART ALWAYS SAD MY SORROW GREAT Pte A. E. Elder, 9Bn, 25.7.18
MY LOSS HARD TO BEAR Borre, France

OH FOR THE TOUCH OF A VANISHED HAND L/Cpl E. C. Thomas, 16Bn, 29.9.17 (33)
AND THE SOUND OF A VOICE SO STILL Lijssenthoek, Belgium

A VACANT CHAIR IN THE HOME TODAY Drvr C. R. Phillpot, Field Arty, 24.4.18 (21)
FOR HE WHOM WE LOVE LIES FAR AWAY Frechencourt, France

Pte H. F. Deards, 18Bn, 18.8.17 (26)
Messines RidgeBelgium

Pte L. T. Blechynden, 48Bn, 1.7.17 (19)
Underhill Farm , Belgium

ALTHOUGH FAR AWAY BELOVED
WE STILL LONG FOR THEE

DEARLY LOVED, SADLY MISSED
DEEPLY MOURNED
OLOWLANDS®G, BRI

OBELI EVED TO BED®d
TO WHERE OUR HERO LIES
THY WILL BE DONE

TO HAVE LOVED THEN PART IS THE SADDEST
STORY OF THE HUMAN HEART

DGET T

MY T HC PteJ. T. Murray, 8Bn, 15.4.18 (28)

Outtersteene France

Spr B. D. Langford, AusEngrs, 31.7.18 (22)
Crouy, France

ONLY A MEMORY OF BY -GONE DAYS
AND A WISH FOR A FACE UNSEEN

IT IS HARD TO SAY THY WILL BE DONE

Cpl E. L. Bray, 57 Bn, 4.7.18 (23)
Franvillers, France

Sgt W. S. Whitbread,"5SALH Regt, 9.11.17 (33)

| T6 S HARD TO SAY AL Beershebalsrael (Palestine)

MOTHER
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DIGGERQui z No. 37: O0Campbell 6s chall engeb
Maurice has returned to his Ilibrary for this iss
these WWirelated books?

1. LAHd vgehnt ur e ™ .

2. . A Fortunate Life".

3. , Somme Mud*" .

4 », I n the Footsteps of Private Lynch?".

5. ., Four Australians at War “ .

6 . ,Over There with the Australians®

7 . ., To HedTheBanned AB®dwlk t of Gallipoli™

8. ,Gallipoli Sniper “.

9. » He Intd HeroebdLjifesin tlaEield Ambulance in World Wai)'l.

10. —Radtealian Chaplains in Gallipold] and France
11. . The Hell, the Humour and the Heartbreak| (A P
12. ,First to Damascus {dide ad Laviremcepf Aalfla“t. he Austr ali
13. ,History of the Eleventh Light Horse Regi ment

14. Torpedoed-The RMS Leinster Di saster™”
15. ,Silent Voices".

Maurice comments DIGGER 35 also featured 15 WW!I books from my extensive library. | have many more
great WWI books to choose from. These books have provided questions and answers which have|appeared
since Issue 1 of DIGGER. | encourage all members of the FFFAIF to expand their knowledge of Aystralian
military history by reading any of the books featured inz@es 35 and 37.

Dedication of plaques for the 2", 54" 13™ and 34" Battalions

AWM, Canberra, 14" February 2012
Contributed by John Ross, Kotara.

The Friends of the"2Infantry Battalion have received permission and funding to place four bronze plaques
within the Memorial Plaque designated area of the Australian War Memorial. These plaques will
commemorate the service and honour the memory of four NSW battalions™tHe42 13" and 34
Battalions of the First AlF.

The Friends originally sought funding for plaques for tHfeBattalion and its daughter battalion, the
54" into which aroundour hundred2™ Battalion men were transferred at E#Kebir on 14" February
1916. They were then successful in obtaining funds for plaques for thantB34' Battalions which
recruited many members from the Maitland and Cessnock areas.

While the plagues were delivered to the AWM in October 2011, it was decided thusdication
ceremony will take place on Tuesday"February 2012, which marks the®™0&nniversary of the splitting
of the 29 Battalion. The ceremony will take place at 10.00am on that day in the western grounds of the
AWM.

The Friends of the"?Battalion invite FFFAIF members, particularly those with a connection to the
four battalions, to attend on the d&yress for the dedication ceremony will be coat and tie for the gentlemen
and smart casual attire for the ladies. Large medals should be Meoenable the AWM to be informed of
approximate numbers attending, it would be appreciated if those intending to be present contact John Ross at
76 Grinsell Street, Kotara NSW 2289, phone 02 49837 or email John atossjr@idl.net.au

% SEASON® GREETINGS %

The FFFAIF Committee of Management offers members and their families
best wishes for a safe and enjoyable holiday season and for ongoing good health and prosperity
in the New Year.

Next issue DIGGER38 will carry a story on the renaming of the CoolaBah e war i nna Road as
Hal | VC Way“. A number of FFFAI F melddn & Decemberr e i nv
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Answers to DIGGER Quiz No. 37

. Arthur Cobby[right].

. AB Facey.

. Will Davies.

. Will Davies.

. Maurice Campbell and Graeme Hosken.
. Captain R Hugh Knyvett.

. Sydney Loch.

. John Hamilton.

. Memoirs of Roy Ramsay, edited by his son Ron J Ramsay.
10.Michael McKernan

11. Bert Bishop.

12. Jill, Duchess dflamilton.

13. Ernest W Hammond.

14.Phillip Lecane

15. Robert Kearney.

OCoO~NOOUTAWNPE

FFFAIF Western Front Tour 2012

Have you always wanted to visit the battlefields of France and Belgium, but been put off by the need to
arrange air travel, book accommodation andedon the wrong side of the road? And once there, worried
about getting lost in the maze of villages and roads and being uncertain if you have found the battlefields you
are looking forProcrastinate nolongertd oi n t he FFFAI July 2012saeddl thesd hasslesu r i 1
will disappear as our own tour guides will take you on a tour of the Australian battlefieldslaoted
cemeteries, on board a luxurious coach while staying in three star accommodation (all rooms with en suites)
in leper, Arras, Albert and Assevillers (near Peronne).

As our tours are run on a ngmofit basis, you will not find a better value twaeek Westrn Front
tour anywheré Only $2,950 per person twin share*. It will be an experience of a lifetime as you travel the
Western Front with fellownembers with similar interests. The Gallipoli prequel ($1670 per person twin
share*)to the Western Front touah only a couple of seats left, but there are plenty of seats available for the
second leg. You will fly into Amsterdam as part of the tour group and end in Paris, from where you can
return homewith the groupor travel onto other places. A tour flyer wsent withDIGGER 36, so read
through that orsee he Member s A wevafffaib.drg.at for enorevdethils, iarid ¢hen contact
Chris Munro atsecretary@faif.org.aut o expr ess your iinterest. Don"t
only and are subject to fluctuations in currency exchange rates.]
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