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Trench talk

Graeme Hosken
This issue
The Editor’s five week break t bisbatterigsvbaiieantborningse a n d
midnight oil to get this issue out on time upon his retitowever thanks to the support of our writers and
proofreader, the job has been done and another 80 page issue is here for you to enjoy.
As a Hstory teacher | fid that textbooks and some magazines (no names!) regurgitate the same quotes,
biographies and photographs over and over again.
teacherghan thewords of thenational anthemD I G G E ®réngth comesrdm the‘new ,  u prinarye n
source materialhat it contains, often supplied by the families of the soldiers who are keen to share their
valuable material with other members. If you know any History teachers in your town or suburb, why not
acquaint thenwith DIGGER and the FFFAIF and build up our membershipnd i mpr ove t hei
HSC results at the same time!
Thanks to our contributors for enabling us to bring you another bumper isBUEGER Articles are now
being sought for ouBeptembeissue To ensure delivery,pleaserenew your membership promptly (see
form on reverse of mail insertonly supplied if your membership expires at the end of June 2012).
Adopt a grave
Lambis Englezos has approached FFFAIF for assistance with a proposal stuuards, families and other
interested people in France and Belgium nominate
World War One soldier.
He envisages that communication would befamilginabl i s
Australia and that photos and information on the soldier would be sent to them. They could visit the grave
(say on Anzac Day, Remembrance Day, anniversary/birthday etc), take photos and correspond with the
Digger s’ f amil i e s tuateTthe imemony of uhe doldiérectdke awayethe @mronymity of the
gravestone, generate awareness of the program and maintain a link between the soldier and his family. It
would also serve as a personal representation for those relatives who cannot, dasoneor another, make
the journey to visit the grave in person.
If interest is generated in France/Belgium, we will be asking for expressions of interest from members who
have Diggers buried in areas where the program has been taken up. More on tleeasgbsimes to hand
and in the nexDIGGER
Back issues of some DIGGERs available
The Editor’s spare room is fillingDIGGER Kvou viouldb o x e s
like to purchaseny back copies, the following are available farost of $10a single issuépostage and
handling included)lssue 23 t{vo copies@ $6 eachas only a 40 page isguéssue 29 (Zopiey; Issue 32
(15); Issue 33 (1)issue 34 4); Issue 35 (20); Issue 37 (heaps!) and Issue 38 The Colour Copy Shop
canprint single copies afnostother issues. Contact the Editor at the address at the bottom of thi$ yage i
would like to purchase aryrintedback copie®f our magazine
Appeal for material on the Battle of Hamel 1918
Andrew Richardson of thAustralian Army History Unit is writing a book on the Battle of Hamel,dikeé
Paul Kendall (Trench TallDIGGER38), is seeking materigdiaries, photos, et@n soldiers who fought in
this battle in July 1918. If you can help Andrevith primary sourcematerials he can be contacted at
Andrew.Richardson7@defence.gov.au

Copyright © DIGGER 2012. All material inDIGGER s copyright. Subject to the fair dealing provisions of the Copyright Act 19@8odection in any form is not
permitted without written permission of the Editor or AuthoB$GGERIis published four times per year and is available to members only. Images from the AWM are
downloaded with kind permission of the eSales unit. Contribsitafrpossible articles and illustrative material BBGGERand any feedback should be senGimeme
Hosken, Editor of DIGGER, 2 Colony Crescent, Dubbo NSW 283@r emailed to ghoskenaif@bigpond.canrMembership inquiries should be forwarded to
Membership Secretary FFFAIF Inc, PO Box 4208, Oatley West NSW 2223 (Australiay email to membership@fffaif.org.auStandard membership is $50 pa and
concessionamembership (students, under 18s, seniors) is $40 pa. Family membership is $50 for the first memi®8, ftreeagh additional member residing at the
same address. Only one copy of DIGGER is included with each Family Membership. Gift and two orahmemberships are available. A membership form can be
downloaded from ouwebsite www.fffaif.org.au Telephone inquiriescan be made t0448 266 634Please leave a message if not answaretiwe will return your dba
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‘*Too gootthfobeast !l i nelssSteplfen Maagetts:MIDC a p t

Andrea GerrardNew Town

All too often the average Australian soldier in the First World War is overlooked unless he did something
extraordinary. Yet our army was made uptttdusands of ordinary men who did their duty as they saw it.
This is the story of one such individual who inspired his men by his example and attitude to life in even the
toughest and most unforgiving situations. The sense of humour that was admireddhablestaff room

was also evident on the field of battle, along with his resourcefulness anesagdég attitude.

By now you will have heard o,
seems that his company and another of the same battalion were
absolutely the furthest out ... Margetts was out reconnoitring in
advance of the whole front, when Wwas picked off by a sniper,

s ome s ay. In my aid post all
s ai d, ‘] don 't know what t hat c
t hat man!’' Such was the genevral

mourned him as seldom a man is maanand that he left a

name behind him that we can all envywrote Captain James

Sprentin a letter written to Mr Lindon, Headmaster of Hutchins
School, Hobart, soon after learning about the death of this
popul ar sporting figurst codsk om T
Captain Ivor Stephen Margetts it would seem, was a man who

was much admired by fellow officers and those who served under

N . .3
: 22N 3 h = == Left: Lieutenant Ivor Margetts, 12" Battalion, him.
R ————— > : o standing outside his tent, possibly at Brighton Army It . YV&S also the
Camp, Tasmania. Australian War Memorial Opinion of some of
" Negative Number H15808. his fellow officers
that he had eetter
military knowledge of both fieldandfof ¢ ¢ wor k t han .. any “arKagettsbatlf i c e |

excellent prospects of reaching greater heights, having repeatedly demonstrated his leadership qualities on
the battlefield. Sadly, a rapid rise through the ranks was not to be thetloasilling fields of Pozieres

would claim the life of this bright young captain who inspired many with his sense of humour and his
attitude to life.

One claim to fame that Ivor Margetts possessed was that he had been present at the landing at
Gallipoli by the ¥ Brigade and was still there when it was evacua@abtain Ivor Margetts holds the
splendid record of being the only army officer, ¢
there right through the terrible eight months ofifig i » g . From the time he |
Capiin Margetts was never off the Peninstla

‘Margo’” (as he was affectionately known) ofte
experiences as censorship would permit. In later yease letters along with a small diary from 1915 were
donated to the Australian War Memorial by his family as part of their colletfibR.c e r pt s fr om
description of the landing at Gallipoli on2®pril 1915 have from time to time been quoted lstdrians
when recounting what took place in the hours before and after the landing, but the remainder of the letters
and diary seem to have been largely overlooked.

! Letter written by Captain James Sprent" Feld Ambulance, to Mr Lindon, Headmaster, Hutchins School, and
printed in theHutchins School Magazin&ept 1916, p3.

2 James Sprent, medical practitioner of Sandy Bay enlisted on 27 July 1915. Transferf8d@atal®on when Major

Tozer was wouned. Captain Sprent was wounded in action in April 1917. Promoted to the rank of major in January
1917 and returned to Australia in August 1917. Awarded the Military Cross for his work with"ttiéel® Ambulance

while at Pozieres andlouquetFarm.

% SeeCEW Bean0fficial History of Australia in the War of 191#918 Volumes, 2 and 3.

*Weekly Courie28 September 1916, p36.

® Undated newspaper clipping from 1DRL 0478.

®1DRL 0478 Photocopies and typescript copies of letters of Captain IS MargétBattalion AIF World War 1914

1918 AWM File No. 12/11/80 Australian War Memorial. Letters written by Ivor Margetts to this mother and father
starting in October 1914 with the last dated 9 May 191
statement for the Red Cross, two letters from Colonel Charles Elliott, a personal letter from Private GA McKenzie and
several other official documents and newspaper clippings.
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His letters were full of his thoughts on a variety of topics that ranged frobutliings that he saw
on his travels and the countryside itself, to the beauty or otherwise of the local women. All were written with
his own unique sense of humour and sense of the ridiculous that was clearly appreciated by his family. No
topic seems todve been out of bounds. In a letter dat8ddly his parents were informed thigis four
months since | have seen a girl closer than 7 or 8 hundred yards away and that was at the Island before we
came here. | almost forgot what they are like and | Hbpg do not forget meOn at least one occasion he
was prepared to speculate about how well or otherwise he and other soldiers would be able to settle back into
normal life after being in the trenches, assuming that he survived the ordeal (which hd $aidme
confident he would§.Yet, in another letter, he asked his parents to ensure that any money due to him was
banked in a separate account in case he tamie to find you had gone where the good niggers go and me
have[ing] difficulty about gettingray boodl€e’

Items from the daily and weekly newspapers suggest that Ivor Margetts was a popular individual and
quite well known in Tasmania. He was considered by many to be a very good sportsman, which gained him
some notoriety along the norttest coastvhere he had family connections, in Launceston where he had
attended school and later in Hobart where he lived and worked prior to his enlistment. He did not see himself
as being anyone special, but a very ordinary person who was blessed with a hapgitiatisplis wit and
wisdom comes through in his correspondence and it would seem that it was this quality which was much
admired by the staff at Hutchins School and the men with whom he served at the front, both officers and
other ranks alike. The fact @h he survived the Gallipoli campaign unscathed also brought him some
admiration, being one among a handful of officers to do so.

Ivor Stephen was the third son born to Stephen Ward Margetts, an auctioneer ariiimsome
storekeeper and his wife Charlottiee daughter of Jonathan and Jane House of Green Hills, Stanley. In early
September 1891 the family were living at 6 Welman Street, Launceston, when Ivor was Hurfamily
later moved to Balfour Street where Ralph, the next son, was born before fm@gdney where Vernon
was borsrlwlin 1897 and then toetnorthwest coastal town of Wynyard, where his father had various business
interests.

Ivor received most of his formative education at the Launceston High School where he excelled at
sport and lar as a senior prefect. While lvor was among the prize winners in his last two years at the school,
it was on the sporting field rather than in the classroom where his talents came to the fore.

In his last two years at Launceston ngh School, Ivor started to make a name for himself as a
—— ~ sportsman. In 1909 and 1910, Launceston High School

' was finally successful in its bid to win the Bourke
Challenge Cup in rowing. On both occasions, Ivor was
the dgroke for the team, and according to the account
printed inThe Mercurywas instrumental in its win for
the year 1916 In the same year he also made school
champion having won the 100 yards at the athletics
championship$® The following year he was playj
for the North Launceston Football Club, which was
disappointed to lose such a young talent when he took
up his position with the Hutchins School. In 1909 and
again in 1910, I vor Mar gett
the prize winners at the end of year celabret, being
awarded the < All Round Pri zce
Thomas Bourke Esq and the “Senior Scripture Prize
VI Prize

Also in 1910, Ivor sat the University of Tasmania Senior Public Exarmmand, according to the
list of results published in the local press, gained seven credits, which were considered sufficient to gain him

Above: Interior of the Launceston High School at Milton HaII,
Frederick Street, Launceston. Ref: 1986:P:0181.

" Letter dated July 4 1915 in 1DRL 0478.

8 lvor Margetts also kept a diary durii@15 but many of the entries are brief.

°Letter dated ‘Somewhere 15 April’> in 1DRL 0478.

1 The family later moved to Wynyard and were for many years asedowith this area of the noriiest coast of
Tasmania.

1 Members.optusnet.com.au/marg

2The Mecury, 26 November 1910, p10.

13 The Examiner]5 December 191(8.

4 The Examiner22 December 1909, p6 and 20 December 1910, p3.
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entrance to the University of Tasmafi&y September 1911 he was the coach of a Hutchins School rowing
team that vetured north to contest the Bourke Challenge Shield. Clearly the school were out to win and
were happy to use Ivor Margetts’ exp¢ltwouldappearand |
that Ivor had one year of study at the University of Tasmanasst likely undertaking an Arts Degree before
being offered the position of junior sports master at Hutchins School, at which time he seems to have
abandoned his studies.
While in Hobart, Ivor Margetts continued to pursue his sporting interests,ybantiycin Australian
Rules football, playing for the Lefroy Football Club and in several representative sides where at six feet three
inches (190 cm) and weighing just under 14 stone (88 kg) he made a formidable opponent on*théefield.
was in Sydney rapsenting Tasmania when war was declared, and like several other members of that team,
rushed back to enlist, anxious that they might be too late. (lvor also rowed in several representative crews for
the Sandy Bay Rowing Club, continuing his interest tizat begun in Launceston.)
. In 1912 TIvor Mar getts’ nan
staff of Hutchins School, Hobart, as an assistant méster.
His appointment came at a time when there was great
sporting rivalry between Hobart
twouldss em t hat one of his roles
sporting prowess and therefore boost the prestige of the
school, which was concerned about attracting boys of talent,
whether on the sporting field or academically. Over the next
couple of years the scho@chieved some measure of
success on the sporting field while he was sports master. He
soon became a popular member of the school staff, chairing
the School Sport Committee amongst other activities.
Ivor Margetts was also actively involved in the
militia and had been for several years prior to the outbreak
of war. He was appointed a second lieutenant with tffe 12
Infantry Regiment, Launceston Regiment, in early 1911.
Keen to continue his involvement with the militia,
on moving to Hobart he transferred to the' gDerwent)
Regiment. At the end of August 1914 he successfully
applied for a commission in the newlgrmed Australian
Imperial Force, entering the officer ranks as a second
Above: Ivor Margetts prior to enlisting in the AIF. lieutenant.
Ref: members.optusnet.com.au/marg Despite the short notice of Ivor leaving for the
armed forces and the impending sailing of the first
contingent, Hutchins School graciously gave him leave and a fittireyvell was hastily arranged in the
Masonic Hall on Saturday evening,"l.8eptember. At 8 pm about thirty fellows assembletie theme of
the eveningbeing Eat, dri nk, s i amgo,r raomd “WBeeceddings began with cards, 10 o
be followed by some lively entertainment, speeches and a presentation. Ivor was presented with a handsome
pipe and case on behalf of the staff. Mr Bullow, one of the three masters in attendance, gave a speech on
behalf of the school community. In it he referredt® or > s happy di s po sntanithen a nc
harmony of the mastgrstudy by turning everything into a joke. Ivor Margetts suitably responded, saying
thati f his nature was a happy one, .lkwasthsoqualitythathe #h e [
would take with him into the Australian Imperial Force. After a hearty supper various toasts were proposed
and proceedings concluded with the singindolid Lang Synend the National Anthem.

5 The Mercury24 December 1910.

% The Mercury9 September 1911, p9.

" Height and weight measurements taken on enlistment and included in his service file, NAA, B2455 Margetts, Ivor,
1559947.

181t would appear that he may have had some involvement with the school in 1911 when he coached the school rowing
team for the Bourk€hallenge Shield in September 1911. Réfe Mercury9 September 1911, p9.

¥ The Examiner] May 1911, p6.

A description of the eHukehins SchoblMagazinGeptersberdQilp, pphr ed in t he
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On entering the Brighton Army Camp,
Ivor Margetts was al'lotte
Battalion?' On a site adjacent to the main road to
Launceston, the"6Military District set up camp
on an area of flatground near the current
Pontville Hall. Despite being used by the militia,
the site was hardly a suitable site for a tented
camp, with windswept gen ground and few
facilities. Here the men drawn from all areas
> ~ around the state trained in marching, drilling and
Above: Officers of the 12" Battalion including 'E' & 'F' Companies Operating as a battalion. Musketry training was a

from South Australia. Taken Sept/Oct 1914 at Brighton Army train ride away at Sandy Bay. As a junior officer,
Camp. Australian War Memorial Negative Number A03887. Ivor Margetts would have been detailtd help
in the training process in whatever way the
senior officers saw fit.

By early October 1914, plans were well wunderw
While secrecy surrounded t he eoatingentla mareh pheough thecidy d a t
was conducted on Monday” ®ctober, to allow for the people of Hobart and surrounding areas to bid the
men farewell. In rather unpleasant weather conditions, immense crowds lined the route in order to catch a
last glimpse of friends or relatives. The parade was led by the light horse followed b Baetéry, with
the infantry and other dismounted troops bringing up the rear. Each group was led by its officers and all
lookeda real ly fine s e td][holdinglnihemselves as i they waree prouduophaving the
honour of Tasmanian manhood placed for the time being in their keeping

Once the farewell march had been held, the
general belief was that the troops would soon depart.
Just over two weeks later the first Tasmanian troops
boarded the S&eelongat Ocean Pier, while the SS
Katuna was loaded with horses and other equipment
for the 9" Battery?? Even though their departure had
been kept secret and no mention had been made in the
local newspapers, again a large crowd lined the wharf
and Ocean Pier for one last look and to wave
goodbye. While in charge of guard duty, which was
detailed tokeep people off the wharf and to stop men
from getting off the boats to kiss their relatives &
girls, sweet hearts etc offyor withessed some very
Above: The 'Geelong' (A2) ready to depart from Ocean Pier, pathetlc_ scenes, but was buoyed by _the presehce
Hobart. A view of the crowd saying their last goodbyes. some friends who had cor_ne to see him off ewede
Australian War Memorial Negative Number P00046.007. very much cut up at my gow@.

Life at sea soon settled into a rhythiot
everyone enjoyed the voyage, particularly as@eelongwas apt to roll in heavy seas, but Ivor Margetts
certainly did. In s first surviving letter to his parents, written a few days out of Hobart, he wrote:
| am sitting in the saloon while the old ship is rolling from side to side and some of the officers are talking &
[sic] some are playing the piano and we are all as happ kings. We have had a wonderful voyage very
smooth and no doubt you will be very surprised to hear that | have not missed a sindfe meal.

He was clearly enjoying life at sea as if on a pleasure cruise widryacomfortable cabin with
everything | wat & a man and a steward to wait on AeThis was in stark contrast to the other ranks
(which included his brothdRalph, who was also on board having enlisted with the Army Medical Corps),
who were without the same comforts afforded to officers and hadyaifferent experienc€.0n boarding,

DEPARIMRE OF TASMANIAN TROBE A0046 6 A
s

% Hutchins School Magazin&eptember 1914p. 57.

22 Approximately 1 000 men were boarded onto @eelongwith the remainder on thKatuna The date of their

departure was not made public, but word soon spread around the city and thousands of people swarmed onto Ocean Pier
to say goodbye.

23| etter dated about Oct 25914, SSGeelong Sunday Night, 1DRL 0478 AWM pp2.

24| etter dated about Oct 93,914,

%5 | etter dated about Oct 93,914,

®See Raymond James Br own eGedlohgg PRBX231loAustralian War Meniofiat.  on t he S|
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men who numbered among the other ranks were issued with two blankets and a hammock. Their mess desks
were down in the hold of the boatot far from the bilge water by the smalicording toGunner Ray

Brownell, 9" Battery (later Air Commodore RJ Brownell) whexe had to sling our hammocks on hooks
provided about three feet above the mess tdbdspite his idyllic account of life at sea, boredom soon set in

and to relieve the situation, the junior officers werdeoed to set up exercise routines, parades and other
activities, including a series of lectures which the men were expected to attend. Evening concerts also helped
to pass the time as the heat of the tropics took its toll.

From this same letter it Bvident that the men firmly believd t hat t hey wemeé, haa
euphemisnwhich usually meant England [@ritain]. While the Margetts family had lived in Tasmania for
several generations at the ti me andfornanmyovas skl refemed Ra l
to as ‘home’. On the bot ttotenwrite fo him karesof the2" Battalion, 31 v or t
Infantry Brigade, I' Australian Division, Englanﬁi7 Just how he feels about this is not mentioned, but in a
later letter he does express miief that they are not goingtraight home to Englard Again no
explanation iprovided

Clearly one of the major highlights of the voyage for alboardconcerned was the fight between
the Sydneyand theEmden If families had not already read accounts of the action theg€ocos Islang
then they would soon learn about it from their soldier sgns.have doubtless heard by now of the great sea
fight which the Sydney had with the Emden, and | can tell you it wesatisight to see her suddenly put on
full speed and then dash off at a tremendous rate with her battle flags flying. We were all sorry that we could
not see the action and we anxiously awaited the news of the engagement and were naturally very pleased
with the resull29 [Below: The deck of the beachéinden AWM Negative Number E110238 ]

It would appear that a ripple of excitement went through the entire
i ship’s company on board, if mot the
I sides did not seem to lod¢ great importance in this or other accounjast
that the enemy had been defeated.

In Egypt, the men once again found themselves living under
canvas; this time at Mena Camp, located in the desert near the Pyramids.
The heat and sand of the desemud dominate the lives of all the
Australians at this time as the men trained to take on the Turks, who they
now suspected would be their first targets. Sggding provided some
relief for the soldiers and Ivor was no exception, writingry vivid
desciptions of all he saw to relay to his parents in his next letter hBme.

Few details escaped his notice, from the buildings and their surrounds, to

- the people themselves and how they dressed. Egypt evidently made a
lasting impression on him from his firsaylthere and one that he felt he would never forget. In his first letter
home after arriving in Egypt, he began with the artificial harbour at Alexandria, noting that there were a
number of ¢ pri ze *The lodalpnhabitanisswiere thendstinisetd-ecommenting on the
bright coloured costumes that they wore. Some he thought looked like dressing gowns or night shirts while
others looked like very roomy pyjamis.

A rushed trip to Cairo on army business brought to an end his observatiohg\khxaumdria but did
provide an amusing story for his parents when he tried to overcome the language barrier in order to find the
right train and then a taxi. A small amount of French learnt at school saved the day. This trip provided the
observant Ivor Megetts with new sights and experiences. He thoughtitiieof Cairo a very pretty place
with numerous gardens & [sic] public squares.
suerage [sic], electric trams, electric light etc [sic], but ather things it is very funril. Apparently the

2 etter dated about Oct 98914, p4.

% Undated letter written after leaving Colombo, p3 1DRL/0478 AWM. It would seem that some of the information
contained in this letter was not to be shared with others as he gave instructions at the end ofttie feaould be
burned as soon as they had read it and not shared around as would have been the usual case.

# Undated letter written after leaving Colombo, p2.

% see also account by Gnr Raymond BrownéllBattery inFrom Khaki to BlugCanberra 1978) pp® andDiary of

an Anzacompiled by A Orchard (Hobart, 2009) pp26.

3L Three letters written during late 1914 and early 1915 survive among the collection and provide lengthy accounts of
what Margetts witnessed while in Egypt andla# places he visited: 1 DRL 0478 AWM.

32| etter dated 9 January 1915, p3 1DRL/0478 AWM.

33 etter dated 9 January 1915, p3.

3 Letter dated 9 January, 1915 p6.
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milkman took the cow and her calf to the house and would then proceed to milk the cow of the quantity
required. On the negative side, he thought that the morals of the people in Cairo (English excepted) were
too high and quite different from that which we are accustofhidi trip to the city ended at Mena near the
Pyramids. Within a month of being in Egypt he had visited a number of places of intquets the tourist

like so many Australian soldiefS.

After leaving Egypt on % March 1915, the 12Battalion spent about six weeks at Lemnos. If the
men thought that life in the shifting sands at Mena had been unpleasant, Lemnos would prove to be much
more difficult due to a shortage of space. The methefl2" Battalion were forced to live on board the P &

O SSDevanhaand each day rowed ashore for training. These exercises consisted of route marches, a
company or battalion attack, and later embarking and disembarking from the tows that would evaktaially
them ashore at Gallipoli. So it was with a certain feeling of relief that the invasion force left Lemnos on
Saturday, 24 April, for the Dardanelles, to finally put into practice all that they had learnt during the weeks
and months of training.

Ivor Margetts was part of the second tow to go ashore in the early hours of the mornifid\pfi25
1915. As he prepared his men for their place in the next towmamejust in front ... dropped, hit in the
head® Very soon several others became casemltBut this was not the only problem the men faced after
leaving their transports. Each kit weighed about 82 pounds, impeding the men as they tried to make it ashore.
Despite being a physically strong man, Margetts felt the weight of the kit and was togim ashore as it
was almost impossible to walk with full marching order, absolutely drenched to the skin and | fell twice
before | got up to the dry beach where | scrambled up under cover of a sand®i@ffjeers and soldiers
alike landed wet thragh, but still needed to move off the beach with little hesitation to take on the enemy
who had been firing at them since th&' $2ttled into the tow boats.

The conditions that the Australians faced as they waded ashore that fateful morning canroenseen f
the article he sent back to Hutchins School:

It was just breaking dawn, and as we looked towards the sound of the firing, we were faced by almost
perpendicular cliffs, about 200 feet above sea level and as we were of the opinion that most of g fire w
coming from this quarter it was evident that this was the direction of our dftack.

As soon as they had caught their breath, the Australians started to climb, often on hands and knees as
they tried to reach the h c"iBattaliorsencouteredetheir fissh TurRishs s e |
soldiers:

About fifty men had reached the Top. With one leap they all ran forwhftargetts ahead, pulling out his
revolver, in the hope of getting there first. The Turks scrambled over the back of théiranenited*

Lieutenant Ivor Margetts and his men pursued the Turks and opened fire at about 350 yards. In the
ensuing exchang&olonel Clarke, their commanding officer, was shot along with his batfan.

With the enemy retiring over the hill, lvor Margetts and his men advanced to the ridge over which
the enemy had retired, where they discovered thartemy were in strong force, and were attempting to get
round on our left flank. Subsequently that flaetired and we had to follow st According to his account
the remainder of the day was spent either in the firing line, lugging ammunition, or tryingui@ sec
reinforcements or stretcheearers for the wounded and all done without a break or sleep.

On Monday, Margetts and his men reinforced the New Zealanders and on Tuesday staved off a
concerted attack by the Turks, followed byt a n di ng t o ar ms all day .. aw
came™® By Wednesday, on the point of utter exhaustion wsmmeof the steadiest could scarcely trust their
eyes or decide whether the sights they saw were realities or creations of the imagimatimen were
finally withdrawn?*

% Letter dated 9 January, 1915, p8.

% Including the Pyramids and Sphinx; both places seemed/tolieen compulsory sites for Australian soldiers.

37 etter dated 23 May 1915, p1 1DRL 0478 AWM.

33 etter dated 23 May 1915, p2 1DRL 0478 AWM.

¥Ilvor Margetts * Th Hutclhins SchdokMagafinSgpterbber 1916, p% ° |

“0Bean,The Official Histoy of Australia in the War of 1914918 Volume |, p272.

*L Colonel Clarke was shot in the heart as he was writing a message for a signaller to take to Brigade Headquarters.

Margett s, ‘The Battle of Gaba Tepe’ p6.
“Margetts, ‘The Battle of Gaba Tepe, p6b6.
“Margetts, ‘The Bat/tle of Gaba Tepe’, pp ©6

“4Bean, The Official History, Volume Il, p523.
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s During those first few days the "L Battalion had suffered heavy losses of both efficand ordinary

ranks:

Despite this he felt that they had the satisfaction of knowing that they had done what had been asked
of them. In a bivouac about 600 yards up a valley the men were able to wash and resiuganglittle
holes to protect usom fire and shrapndhid down for the night®

When the battalion was relieved, Ivor arrived at the beach with no overcoat, trousers torn to ribbons
and his boots caked in mud. He was dirty, weary and cold through, but nonetheless he was satisfied with the
great display of courage by his men ar,
had cafidence that they would do sc
again when next called upon. He late
reported home that he had experienc:
several very close shaves, but lik&doy
Walker still going strongSuch was his
attitude — making light of even the
darkest situatioft’

According to Newton, the 12
Battalion historian:
After the turmoil, anguish and exhaustio
of the few days after the Landing, a lin
of defence having been established a S :
re-organisation effected, the Battalion LANDING AT G ALLIPOLI
gradually settled
war fare’ ' —a f otaughtinf
the training manuaf®

Each company had its own section of the front line, which was held by one or two platoons with
another in support. The firinglinea s fully manned day and night, sup
and communication trenchetso’” Tfooppanwhoarrbgtioredd
dusk.

Abovei'Viéw of Anzac Cé)verlater in i9i5. Ref: Privéte.CoIIection.

On 29" July 1915, Ivor Margetts was promoted to the rank of captaini A° Company, st
12" Battalion?® The high attrition rate among the officers meant that it was possible for a junior officer of
ability, but with limited experience, to rise rapidly through the ranks. Captain Ivor Margetts had certainly
demongrated his leadership qualities and his aptitude for battle and, despite his relatively young age, it
would seem he was considered worthy of the promotion bestowed on him.

The battalion’s next ma
in early August when the T'Battalionwas ordered
to provide two companies for the attack on Lone
Pine. I vor Margetts’ prid
fought can be seen from the following account sent
to his parents:
Our battalion has just been actively engaged in a
fairly heavy operation and, although it cost us some
valuable men, yet we did spthdly and receive
personal congratulations fromhe Army Corps

: S : 2 3 Commander, the Divisional Commander, and the
‘ LAY J% b -tz;li;: = Brigadier, so naturally we consider our Regiment
A;E)ve: Looking back from Lone Pi:to t‘f‘mé jurﬁﬁing-off trench ¢ S . top dog S and a re one a
from which the 12" Battalion commenced its successful attack on R€giment. The men did wonders against great
Lone Pine on 6 August 1915. Australian War Memorial Negative difficulties and | am sorry that | am not able to give
Number C01685. you a full description of the operation, but if you

> lvor Margetts noted in his article for the school magazine that only six out of thirty officers turned up to a roll call
when the 12 Battalion assembled neaetNaval PierHutchins School Magazin&eptember 1915, p7.

< The Bat tl eHuklinsGchdohMagazingeptember 19157

*’ Letter dated 4 June 1915: 1DRL/0478.

8 Newton, LM 2000 EdThe Story of the Twelftdohn Burridge Military Antiques, Sambourne, Western Australia,

p54.

*9He had been appointed adjutant from 25 April, 1915, see service record NAA, B2455, Margetts, Ivor, 11559947.
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could have walked through the captured trenches on the day after the business you would have gained an
idea of what capturing a trench really meafis

This letter is in marked contrast to that of the previous letter ddteédigust. It would seem that
Ivor Margetts may have been bordering on hysteria, a common problem at thisrtwes just trying to
bring some levity to a bad situation:

I am afraid there will be rather a break between this letter and the last but as we have had a most busy week
changing our quarters, and as changing quarters here means first blowing up the house where the other
fellow lives and then chasing himoutandbai cadi ng wup doors, windows, et
t he same time while the former occupant hurls ‘b
you sit up and watch lest he should want his shanty back again. Incidentally, Inmeighon that the former
occupant who was not fortunate enough to leave before his domicile was blown up remains and revenges
himself by emitting frightful stench@s.

In the initial period, despite living like rabbits in holes, Margetts thought thaifé¢hled was leading
at Anzac Cove quite suited him, leaviegide the stench and lack of water for bathing. He informed his
parents that he had never weighed more in his life than he did thehaarietwas abrown as a berry?

In contrast, by late Augt life in the trenches had become more tedious and difficult, with the stench
from the large number of unburied bodies attracting an-ieceeasing number of fliedn the trench |
counted 79653821165073982 flies who walked first on the perspiring dimeand, so as to cool their feet,
they walked on the dead orés.

Having endured seven months in the trenches at the Dardanelles; by @ mber it was the 12
Battalion’”s turn for a rest away fr otlemehqguietlyleftr d s hi
their trenches for the pier, where they boarded a boat for Lemnos in the dafkmeksst sight the men had
of their home for the past seven mont¥ass of the sun rising over thefinsula’ They, like all the soldiers,
left there vith mixed feelings, mostly feelings of sadness for the mates that they were leaving behind, but
also proud of the fact that they had been there longer than other ttdpshey left, little did the men
realise that they would not be returning to the Dardanelles. Before their rest period had expired, the order had
been given for the evacuation of the Gallipoli Peninsula.

Arriving in Lemnos the men soon realised just whpabr shape they were all in from lack of
exercise and from the poor, monotonous diet that they had been consuming. Rest and recreation were seen a:
the perfect answer and for a sportsman such as Ivor Margetts, lots of sport was the perfect antidote,
particularly when coupled il the pleasure of seeing soneal, live, Tasmanian [nursing] sister$After a
brief period at Lemnos, the ®Battalion returned to Egypt for rest, roll calling and reinforcements. Among
I vor Margetts’ > 1 e iingtoprokemheastedmothiers giving themwdetails regards killed
or missing men. It s not a nice job some of the d
was holding their hands when they snuffed out. | could not very well sayn¢hpbor chap was cursing
fairly well & was being held down on the stretchgrthree or four dirty stretchelpearers who also put in
an occasional curse at the Turks for doing the damage or describe some of the actual sense whicA’one sees

For the men Wwo had spent all or a greater portion of their time on Gallipoli, leave to visit Cairo was
on offer early in 1916. At this time Ivor Margetts was given five days of leave and spent some of it
sightseeing in company with several Tasmanian sisters whondhedtaalong the way.

Having regrouped, by early April 1916 the™Rattalion was on the move again; this time to the
Western Front. In order to fill out the newly creat&thaéd 3" Divisions, a number of bations were split in
half to fom the nuteus of a new battalion. In the . Battalion, two platoons of each company, with an
equal proportion of officers and senior NCOs were transferred to the newly forfffeBaBlion, which
was then brought up to strength with reinforcem&hithe 12" Batalion was then brought back to strength
with reinforcements. Ivor Margetts was fortunate enough to remain with thatfalion and continue in
the role of adjutart’

%0 etter dated 20 August 1915, p1 1DRL 0478 AWM.

*! Letter dated 9 August 1915, 1DRL/0478.

%2 etter dated 4 Jul§915, 1DRL/0478.

%3 Letter dated 20 August 1915, 1DRL/0478.

>4 Newton, The Story of the Twelftps9.

5 Newton, The Story of the Twelftps9.

%6 | etter dated 18 January, 1916, 1DRL/0478.

> etter dated 11 February 1916, p3 1DRL/0478.

8 The same was done with headquarters specialists and the transport section. Nesv&iory of the Twelftp76.
9 Newton, The Story of the Twelftp;70.
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On 9" May 1916, Ivor Margetts wrote to his parents to let them know that he wasnnerance.

The 12" Battalion was now billeted at Sailly, about three miles from the front line trenches. He thought
France was a ‘“great count r yAfter comidg fromhEgypt where evenythings e ¢ i
was sand as far as one cowde,you may judge how we appreciated the change. Then also there are some
very pretty girls here which makes the country more interestimaturally.® Another positive for him was

that now it was possible to get out of the sound range of the artillery, something which was not possible at
Gallipoli.

In late May, Ivor Margetts was given eight days leave in England, during which time he toured
around anccaught up with friends before returning to the battlefiéldathile his observations are much
briefer than those on his arrival in Egypt, he <ce
really 11ike. He wa s achavaserormbug, but marvéliechat kow it \wasfefty i ¢ wh
controlled by the policeWhile in London he based himself at the Hotel Cecil whilalidethings in stile
[sicjt00.*As he left London’s bustle behi uidhetrealiserthat ur n
the next letter that he would write home would be the last.

Shortly after his return to France, the"Rattalion was in action for the first time on French soil
when, on ¥ June 1916, they moved into the line in the Fleurbaix Seetar Armentieres to relieve the™ 1
Battalion, taking over the role of the left battalion of the Petillon Sector. ThB4t#alion occupied a stretch
of trench 1 000 yards long, with three platoons from each company in the line and one in suppetts Marg
and A’ Company were on the 7r11ight flank. One of
intelligence reports to headquarters, giving a brief report of all activity during the preceding-foventy
hours. One night, with little else to oguhis mind and to provide a little light relief, Captain Margetts
forwarded the following reporsuch stony silence surely suggested something strangely suspicitis
way of bringing a humour to a vetgnsesituation.

The Somme offensive commenced I July 1916, but it was not until 2QJuly that the 12
Battalion made their way to the front line, having travelled many miles and through many towns and small
villages along the way. Billeting was haphazard and the men were soon growing tiractioiiig in the hot
sun. While bivouacked at Hedauville the men learned of the role that they as part &fAbetralian
Division were to carry out when reaching Pozieras was their role to capture the village which held a
commanding position on thédge in front of the then front line. Two previous British attempts had failed,
now it was the turn of the {2Battalion. They were warned to expect heavy casualties, and as a guard
against decimating the battalion, a group of officers (at least) waulkkept back, and should the worse
happen they would then form the nucleus of a ‘new

From Hedauville the battalion travelled to Albert via Bouzincodiitalong the road we noticed the
tremendous amount of artillery, ammunition and transpéralbkinds, until it became apparent that the
operations in progress were on a larger scale than any we had yet experiédustias the men prepared to
move off in their platoons, a couple of shells landed in their vicinity, causing Captain Margatietahe
men to move off by half platoons at fifty yards distance. As the men proceeded along the Bapaume Road
they could plainly disinguish the old reserve and M » s Land and realised th
which only three weeks ago had been poadi by Germans, but we were also able to realise the tremendous
artillery bombardment to which they had been subjected before being disldtigsing through a maze of
obliterated trenches, the men negotiated the mass of war litter to Sausage Vallhenabage of La
Boiselle. Here the men soon discovered the extent of the German fortifications, with their concrete walls,
deep dugouts and a system of corridors and rooms used as headquarters. The wmghtfdrours were
spent salvaging tons of dgict stores by day araktting ascarrying parties at night. Officers were detailed to
ensure each soldier had his full complement of ammunition and his geet hallong with twentfour hous
rations, special gear such as wire cutters and flaresigoalling. With the necessary inspections of kit and
the area completed, the men had a nervous wait until it was time to move off.

®Letter dated ‘S&hméwhdDRLi A4FBance 9

8L A roster was established giving priority those men who had served at Gallipoli since the landing. Ivor Margetts was
given eight days leave, the same as the other ranks. English leave was much sought after.

%2 Letter dated 9 May 1916, 1DRL/0478. The Hotel Cecil was requisitioned in 1917 and ysad by the newly
formed RFC. The hotel was demolished in 1930 to make way for Shell Mex House.céle ill stands as a
reminder.

®Newt on, ‘The Story
“Ne wt on, “The Stor
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With a brigade headquarters established at Contalmaison, officers were then given their orders. The
12“Batta|ion,alongsjetheleiBat talion, were to form wave number
recollection:

Our front line consisted of three rather rougtilyg lines of trenches, in rear of which was a communication
trench called Bl a cnkContalmaison to DIGI1.cBy midnight'@28%Julyg theffirsto

wave was to be lying in the open 150 yards from the enemy trench which formed the first objective, second in
our front line, third and fourth in our second trench, fifth in our third trenckthsin Black Watch Alley,
seventh and eighth to be furnished if needed by the support companies 8fahd 1¢" Battalions®®

According to the account lyieutenant Colonel Charles Elliott for the battalion history, a message
was received that thevxemy had evacuated Pozieres and that tleBaRalion was to occupy the village. As
dusk fell, Captaind/owles and Margetts went forward with two patrols, passing over the road near the
northern prong of the light railway. Satisfied
that the ground to ¢ north of the 1%

Battalion had been cleared of snipers, the site

for a new trench was chosen by Margetts,

while Vowles returned to bring up the men

of CAC and D’ Compani

positions. Vowl es and ‘

shelter from a crossroad dwge, but no such

shelter existed on the left for Margetts and

‘ T e e SR ) : : <A C o mp asady Margé&ttg was hit,

T R, R e most likely by a “chanc:
; : ! =98 one eye witness accour@aptain Margetts

B . o et I N =& was struck by a piece of shrapnel that
Above: Battlefield at Pozieres showing how the trenches dug by penetrated his heart while another
Australians on 23 and 24 July 1916, had been destroyed by shell fire. suggested that Ivor was killed by a sniper, a
Australian War Memorial Negative Number E00012. number of whonwere known to be active in
the area’ Aware of his condition and their
current location, Ivor Margettasked to be puld down into shelter from shéite and, knowing his wound
was mortal, t ol d hi s > °hSudhmasthe calibef this bficer.k a ft er t he b
His burial, like so many on the
battlefields, took place the following morning
amidst the noise and horror of war. While it
was not a place for long goodbyes, a party of
: me n from * A’ Company W e
g . their final farewells.

Private GA McKenzie, astretcher
bearer, “stuck up a 1i
me mory of him’. The f
other officers from the 12 Battalion were
buried closed by. Whether the cross
mentioned by McKenzie is that which
appears on the coear of
War’ is hard to deter mirt
Offensive of 1918, the German Army

tt
ol

Above:| v or Margetts'’ grav;midi .
of Pozieres. The German Spring Offensive of 1918 recaptured this area recaptured the area around Pozieres and

and the grave was obliterated and lost. Australian War Memorial Mar getts . grave He wis s ob
Negative Number E00532. commemorateénd his name appeaos the

Villers-Bretonneux Memorial among those

®Ne wt on, ‘The $Stdr yv1PpIpfl 0t0Ohe Twel f

®pPrivate GA McKenzie’s statement in Red - @wwawm.gowasu n d e d
McKenzie stated that he had in fact examined the body and seemed very sure of his facts. ittetienyw€Captain

James Sprent, f3Field Ambulance, to Mr Lindon, Headmaster, Hutchins School, and printed Hutchins School

Magazine Sept 1916, p3.

67 Over the first five days at Pozieres, the AIF sustained 5 000 casualties®Dieiglon suffered heavier losses with

7000 casualties in 12 days. WaRBrmeglssie 3®Bpprld3e See also CEVW Bean, a T
Official History, Volume Ill, pp540542.
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who have n&nown grave®

‘Ah moltamented a fellow dolfediedr Ii"mealbsettar b
fell ow, and such a fine officer. His men adored |
spirits up when others faile@® It would seem that his happy nature that had been commented on in
September 191 had yet again shone throughe had done a splendid work in this war. His record o
Gallipoli was wonderful. From landing, 25April, till end of November without one day frohetfire, the
noise, the always present danger and the conditions of unparalleled discomfort. Grand old Margo and

cheerful throughitall... He i s i nde shirkets’ ™ esson to t he
Clearly Ma r g o’ wa s a man who was mu ¢ h udgidgndythed by
comments in papers from Tasmankée was too good for the beastle s s o f war ° -leprérne d a

who cried like a kid at his buridl Another felt that he would beard to replace in the battalion as he had a
better military knowledgof both field and office worthan most?

When the news reached his home stateumber of articles appeared in both the daily and weekly
newspapers mentioning his passing, referring to his popularity as a sportsman and as someone who had gone
the distance.

Captain Margetts’ service to hnMIDftomGeneral $ir wo u 1
Douglas Haigdated 18 November 1916, fogeneral good and gallant work during the whole period,
[Gallipoli] and especially for the 5 last months during which he was Adjutant. He showed resource and
coolness under fire on all occasis and is a keen and zealous officer and a gallant I€ddguch praise
would have provided a small measure of comfort to his grieving family upon its receipt along with the letters
received from those who served alongside Him.

Captain Ivor Margetts heéthes pl endi d record .. of being the o1
Australasian, to land at Gallipoli on the memorabld'26f Adpr il and stay there ri
all the officers, either Englishrocolonial, he remained on theeRinaila the whole time, and with the
exception of being struck on the side of the face with a piece of shell, which did not disable him, he was not
otherwise wounded. Captain Margetts is a very fine built man, standing 6fhigmsHe is the third son of
Mr SWMargetts, of Wynyard. He is well known in Hobart as a footballer having been a prominent member
of Lefroy Club”

He brought to the field of battle the same dash and daring that he exhibited on the playing field back
home with his cheerfulness andveesaydie attitude winning the admiration of many. Back home his death
was lamented by many fr om adils twanlckes soifn gliinfge .f oToht eb
ultimate price for his countr{f. Captain Ivor Stephen Margetts was a man of wisdom, dash, courage and
just a little humility. The final words come fromr WE Bottrill: 7 ¢+ i s wi t h sad regret |1
paper the announcement of the premature close of the career of this daring and skilful fighter. Australia has
sentto the Great War no worthier specimen of her gallant sons than this tall athlete, this scholar, gentleman
and Chris7t;an. With sincere admiration | drop this sprig of wattle blossom upon his brier. All who knew him
loved him'

New members this quarter
Welcome toColleen Braithwaitel.yn Bugden (Central West Libraries), Dubbo North Public School, Martin
Foster, Anthony Gosper, Judith Gredohn Lackie Paul Kiem, Dean Mighell, Dermot Murray, Gregary
RawsonJustin Reading{athryn Simpson, Paul Sutto@reg Swindon and Tottenham Historical Society.

% His name appears on several war memorials around Tasnasliiding the Roll of Honour in the Hobart Town Hall,
Hutchins School, Tasmanian Football League, University of Tasmania and Margaret Street Uniting Church,
Launceston. A tree was planted on the Soldidemorial Avenue, Hobart, in his memory.

% Tasmaian Mail, 28 September 1916, p10. Part of a letter written by Colonel Elliott to his mother about the death of
Ivor Margetts.

® Tasmanian Mail28 September 1916, p10.

"' Red Cross Wounded and Missing Enquiry Bureau-Filevw.awm.gov.au

"2\Weekly Courier21 June 1917, p36

3 www.awm.gov.au/research/people/honours_and_awkirfi473.

" These include letters from Lt Col Elliott and Private AG McKenzi®wvas clearly upset by his death. 1 DRL 0478
AWM. Elliott included a map in one of his letters, showing the location of the grave, perhaps hoping that one day either
he or a member of Margett’ s family might visit the gra
S Weekly Courier30 August 196, p36.

S Weekly Courier24 August 1916, p12.

""1DRL 0478 undated newspaper clipping.
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The mystery of the unknown Trench Mortar lance corporal
Andrew Pittaway, Fremantle

On the FFFAIF trip to the Western Front in July 2010, | noticed t

Plot V.B.1 in Crucifix Corner Cemetery neafillers-Bretonneux

contained the grave of an unknown lance corporal of an Austrg

Trench Mortar Batteryr[ght].
I thought t hat there can’

corporals of the Trench Morta

large units. Thanformation was soon at hand when, later the sa

day, we visited the Viller8retonneux Memorial. There are quite

number of missing men from the Trench Mortars in France but d

five of themwerelance corporals. | initially thought that the unkno

in Crucifix Corner would be one of the men below:

1916 L/Cpl James Boel* LTMB;

3773 L/Cpl Albert Alexander Howard 12" LTMB;

2333 L/Cpl Horace David Hunter8" LTMB;

1872 L/Cpl David John McDonald15" LTMB;

2361 L/Cpl Otto Walford Bruno Piukkal- 4™ LTMB.

Lance Corporal James Boeborn in Stranraer, Scotland, was worki
as a plumber in Annandale, NSW, when he enlisted in the AlF=%g® ;
January 1915. Assigned to thfé1 Reinforcements to the"4Battalion, Boe served at Gallipoli, and was
woundedat Lone Pine. He recovered from this wound to return to Gallipoli in November 1915. He remained
with the 4" Battalion until he arrived in France. Promoted to lance corporal, he was transferred Yo the 1
Light Trench Mortar Battery. Boe lost his life Bbziereson 20J ul'y 191 6 . Unfortunat
seem to be any account of his death available, but three other men SiLfIB were killed on the same

day, two of whom were buried in Chalk Pit Cemetery. It seems thatyaosinly one body of the three was
officially identified. This man984 Private Murdiff, was buried in Pozieres British Cemetery.

Lance Corporal Albert Alexander Howard was born at Walhalla, Victoria,
and was working as a labourer in Ballarat, Victoria, when he enlisted in the
in July 1915. Initially assigned to reinforcements to th® Rdttalion, he joined
the newly formed 48 Battalion in Egypt i March 1916. Howard survived the
Somme battles of 1916 but was admitted to hospital with trench fee
November 1916. Returning to the"4&fter a short break, he was wounded |
shrapnel in February 1917. With the wound not being too serious he
trarsferred back to the 46Battalion, though was attached for duty to th&' 1.
LTMB in March 1917. Appointed lance corporal in August 1917, he remai
with the Trench Mortars until he was killed at Dernancourt Brpril 1918.
[Right: Albert Howard. Austalian War Memorial Negative numbe®
P08618.001.]

Lance Corporal Horace Hunter, born at Newcastle, NSW, enlisted in the AlF
in October 1915. Assigned to th& Reinforcements to the 31Battalion, he
joined his battalion only a few days after they hagibi@ the attack at Fromelles.
He was only with the 3ifor six weeks before transferring to tH&l8ght Trench
Mortar Battery. In March 1917 he was appointed lance corporal and at Bullecourt
on 3 May 1917 he was posted as missing. The surviving meswidenis battery
were later interviewed and it seems th
the second wave during a heavy barrage. They reached the enemy front line
(OG1) and were in the wire before the second German trench (OG2) when L/Cpl
Hunter who was around 70 yards in advance of the team, could no longer be
seen. The surviving members sttthat there was heavy machmen and
artillery fire over the ground they were passing when Hunter disappeared. He was
of ficially c¢1 actsiedeft’:adorage Hunterl Ausiralian aVar A
_wosssese . Memorial Negative Number P05758.004.]

—dCl
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Lance Corporal David McDonald, born in Christchurch, New Zealand, was working as a tram driver in
Melbourne when he enlisted in December 1914. Initially with thBdtalion, he served through the Anzac
campaign despite being wounded in August 1915. In early 1916 he was sent td" tBattafion and
embarked with them for France. Surviving the debacle at Fromelles, McDonald served with"the 57
Battalion untiljust after he Bullecourt battle in May 1917, when he was transferred to th& I®B. He

was appointed lance corporal in March 1918 and was killed near-Ba8igc on 4 April 1918.

Lance Corporal Otto Piukkula had been born at Abo, Finland, but was working idelaide, South
Australia, when he enlisted in the AIF in December 1914. He was assigned to reinforcements tb the 16
Battalion and joined this unit on Gallipoli. He remained with th& Réttalion until £ July 1916 when he

was transferred to thé"4.ight Trench Mortar Battery. He was promoted lance corporal in October 1916.
During the attack at Bullecourt on tilkpril 1917, Otto Piukkula was killed. In 1922 his OC at the time,
Captain AW Potts MC (later Brigadier of the 21Brigade in WWII), statedhiat | clearly recollect the
circumstances surrounding the death of 2361 L/Cpl Piukkula, but cannot say what became of his effects. The
whole Brigade was withdrawn before we could bury our dead and (if | remember rightly)'ttBn5stfered

to attend to ouwounded and the dead. We were notified that effects had been forwarded in their usual way,
hence my reference to Piukkula’'s belongings in m)
near railway crossing between Bullecourt & Queant.

Of these five men | thought that Boe, Hunter and Piukkula could be discounted as being the unknown lance
corporal in Crucifix Corner Cemetery as they were killed on battlefields a fair distance away from this
location.

The two most likely cases would have ® Albert Howard andDavid McDonald, as both were
killed closer to the location of Crucifix Corner. Howard of th& 1&jht Trench Mortar Battery was liéd
by a machineggun bullet to the head at Dernancourt, near the Allweriens Road. Early reports wetlgat
his body was not recovered from the battlefield but a map reference is given with a burial reference of
“62dNE E14C Ref 31012 AT21568°’.

Two other men of the 2. TMB died on &' April. Corporal 3316 Leonard Hendersorwas killed
in action and is bried at Dernancourt Cemetery while56Lance Corporal Peter Maher died of wounds
and is buried at WarleBaillon Cemetery.

Lance CorporaMcDonald and the T5LTMB were stationed between Vasxr-Somme and Sailje-Sec at
the time of Meo4d)Apnlddld The 15Light Trénch Mortar Battery unit diary gives their
map positions on*LApril 1918 asJ26.D0.3 Vaux Sur Somraed J28.D8.5. SaillyLe-Sec guns covering
bridges on Somme River.

For 4" April 1918, the unit diary for the 5. TMB mentions enduring a very heavy bombardment
in the morning followed by an enemy attack on trenches held by English troops in front of their position.
They were then relieved and moved to VaoeisCorbie and Hamelet. Two other ranks were listed asdkille
on 4" April 1918.

A look on the AWM Honour Roll database fof' 4pril 1918 lists only one member of the™5
LTMB that was killed and that was L/Cpl McDonald. However, there are a few members 8findston
listed as killed the same day. It seeimst 2497 Private Ernest Nicholsthough listed as g0Battalion, was
actually on attachment to the™IBTMB and was killed with McDonald.

McDonald has no Red Cross file, however Nichols does. Part of the statement favata R
Walker of the 18’ LTMB states:
This man was killed by the same shell that killed Cpl. McDonald, they were both in the same gun team and
were standing to ready for action when a shell burst over them killing them instantaneously & wounding Pte
Lewis. Pte Nichols was buridzesides L/Cpl McDonald and a cross was placed over them, this grave was
also cleaned up by me on-85L8 and is now in good order but the crosses have been destroyed by shell fire.
This grave has been passed on to the Graves Registration but is in adiell registered cemetery, the
exact locality of both graves ig=xtreme edge of Saillg-Sec at T.28 D. 95. 50. Sheet 62 O. 1/40,000.

Private Nichols is also commemorated on the VitlBrstonneux Memorial. In his service records it
s t at eBuried by hiaut A:C. Davies at Saillg-sec at T.28 D 95 5@&heet 62DFrance / / 4 0, 0 0 0 ~ .

Geographically, McDonald was killed closer to Crucifix Corner and | thought he would be the most
likely of the five Lance Cor pnorSaollsditeor bse’ tghrea voen e
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After researching the above | contacted the Commonwealth War Graves Commission to see if they
could tell me whet her the burial returnns state W
Corner was retrieved from. They sé¢ne response that:

According to our records, the unidentified L/Cpl of the Australian Light Trench Mortar Battery who is now
buried in V.B.1. in Crucifix Corner Cemetery was found at trench map ref. 62d.P.25.a.4.4 (alongside two
soldiers from ther? Bn. lele Brigade who were killed 23April 1918).

: Y dSaiy- This map reference did not correspond to the map

- references of either of the two men who | thought would

most likely be the unknown lance corporal. The map
reference for the burial supplied by CWGC skalae spot to
be in the vicinity of the ®Br i gade’ s action 1in
the 13"Br i gade’ s du r-attack ontAprit28r ¢ o u
1918.
[Left: Transferring the map reference to a road map shows
where t h e’ lahce cdrporal wias exhumed (see
arrow). Courtesy of Tim Lycett.]

= ~ The problem is thato lance corporals of the Trench
%%%,,gx ;/ ?"“’"‘ Mortars listed on the VillerBretonneux (VB) Memorial
were killed in that location. | also checked the Trench Mortar

privateslisted on the Mlers-BretonneuxMemorid but none corresponded to this area.

The closest unknown Trench Mortar person listed on the \AiBessonneux Memorial would be
Corporal Harry James of the 13' LTMB who was killed 28 April, but he is in himself another mystery.
Accor di n g ervioe redord he vwas exlumed from the railway station neanilage to Adelaide
Cemetery in Plot T1T1, Row R, which doesn’t exist,

Did the war graves units err in the map reference from where they retrieveakimvn TM lance
corporal? (I recall reading there was some problem with morale within the Australian war grave units so
maybe this reflected in the accuracy of their records.)

Is the unknown lance corporal actuallBatish Trench Mortar lance corporaipt Australian (if the
map reference is correct)?

If the lance corporal is Australian, could he be a lance corporal from an infantry battalion who was
just attached to the Trench Mortars? However, the Trench Mortar insignia was fairly distinctiveiso this
unlikely.

Or did they make a mistake when transferring Corporal Harry James to Adelaide Cemetery and the
unknown lance corporal in Crucifix Corner is him?

On 26" April 1918, the 18 LTMB were stationed near-8 Railway Station. They have no warady but in
the 13" Brigade war diary there is a Battle Report from the O/€LTRVIB for the battle, in which he states
two other ranks were killed. These two men wed€9 Cpl Harry Jamesand 31590 Pte James Forgie
They were both buried under individugahve markers in the form of a cross.
[Left: AWM photo showing
James and Forgie buried side
by side. Australian War
Memorial Negative Number
| P02911.003]

This was confirmed by
Private A Hibberd of the 1%’
LTMB who, in Forg
Cross file, states hat both
men were buried side by side.
They were buried outside the
V-B Railway Station, as seen
on the AWM Photo atft.
Both me n’ s s e
o : records are similar in that both
men are Ilsted as being exhumed from their original grave and taken to Adédardsgery. Both have the
same reference for their exhumation (Report VitBrstonneux10/24E).
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Forgie’s records seem straightforward and in 1
Australia, stating that Forgie had been placed in BIBow P, Grave 5 in Adelaide Cemetery. June 1919,
Harry James has an annotation (from the Director of War Graves) made on his service record in red pen,
stating that James has been buried in Adelaide British Cemetery.

A letter to a Mr IE Thompson dflay St, Perth, WA, on 1'2January 1920 states ththe late No.
3069 Corporal H James f3Light Trench Mortar Battery, he is buried in Adelaide British Cemetery, 22
miles South of CorbieA photo of the grave in Adelaide Cemetery was actually sens tiamily.

Another undated sheet has Harry James as being buried in Adelaide CemeteryRBNotR2 then
an added annotation in red pen skiem X M. 15 (Lieutenant Peat) L56/59This annotation was also put
on the original burial sheet in red pentiwivhat lookdo be a date of either 1922 or2I®

So somewhere between James being exhumed from his original grave and taken to Adelaide
Cemetery in 1919, and then when war graves authorities checked in 1922/23, Harry James has gone from
having an actuagrave in Adelaide Cemetery, to thethorities either assuming his cross was a memorial or
the coss over his grave being gone altogetiiéirs is really strange, as when they originally exhumed his
grave from outside the-¥ Railway Station, why wouldhey have said he was exhumed from this grave if
all they had discovered was a memorial cross? As stated earlier, this cross was not a memorial one but a
cross that actually marked his burial spot.

The more | looked at it the more | think that Harry Jaimestill in Adelaide Cemetenfsomewhere
between 1919 and 1923, his cross or burial position was lost and they added in the memorial notation.
Perhaps he still lies where the vacant PldR@w R would have been. Annoyingly, as the CWGC does not
have he burial returns for Adelaide Cemetery it is difficult to prove beyond a doubt that he was actually
buried there.

But the question remaingho is the unknown lance corporal of the Australian Trench Mortars that
lies in Crucifix Corner Cemetery?

Barford St Martin, Wiltshire, UK
Chris Munro, Oatley

The photographs which appearedDiGGER3 8 s howing Barford St Martin
search through the postcard collentiaf Private 5028A George JosepKeith Andrews [4™ Div. Train] .

From August 1916 through to January 1917, Keith was posted at Hurdcott Camp with"the 14
Training Battalion. He sent the postcard beldsit] home to his family in Haberfield, Sydney, during this
time. A recent visit to Barfor@&t Martin allowed me to compare the present day church with the postcard
sent nearly 94 years earlier.

Church, circa 1916 Barford St Martin Chur ch, May 2012

Barfo

Keith wrote home from Hurdcott Camp to his mother 8riD&cember 1916 saying:am going to Church
down at Barford tonight. It is sometime since | was in a proper church.
He wrote home again on "I®ecember 1916, this time to his aunt sayingent to Church down at
the village the Sunday night before last. It is a very old & pretty Church with nice chimes. The choir consists
of 16 little girls, none over 12 & about 8 boys, the oldest being akBbuvé occupied the front seat.

Endnote: The Barford St Mam Church towerw&s vi si ble in Bert ERGGERs pos
38. Another of those First AIF coincidences!
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The Adventures of an Australian nurse, from the Western Front in 1914
to the Balkans in 1915, to the High Seas 1916 to 1919:
Edith Amy Trebilcock, AVH, BRC, QAIMNSR, AANS

Heather (Frev) Ford, Montrose

Although born in England in 187&dith Trebilcock migrated to Australia with her family late 188arly

1881, and this was to like first of her many sea voyages. After receiving her early education in Ballarat,
she trained as a nurse at the Alfred Hospital in Melbourne for three years between 1899 and 1902. Her
training over, she left the Alfred and went into Private Nursing,rketisking up the position of Matron of

the Sir Samuel Hospital in WA, followed by the Laverton Hospital, WA, in October 1911.

Returning to Victoria- no doubt to visit family— Edith then embarked from Melbourne ofi 9
November 1912 aboard th&akoolfor England, arriving in London on"8January 1913. The Goverror
General had sent a letter to the British Prime Minister statingntiyaPrime Minister would be glad if
facilities could be afforded to Nursing Sister E.A. Trebilcock, Army Nursing SerVickl§ to obtain
training at Netley or other Military Hospitals, during her visit to England, on the understanding that no
expenditure to the Commonwealth will be incurred thereby.

On her arrival in England she had been directed to present herself to the-Mathief at the War
Office; however it was noted that as of October 1913 she had not done so. Edith instead appears to have been
receiving private tuition in midwifery at the Paddington Workhouse Infirmary, and"diurge, along with
429 other candidas, she passed the Examination of the Central Midwives Board.

Soon after sitting her exam, she boardedBhtic for America, arriving at Ellis Island or"Suly.

During her time in the US, Edithag employed as head nurse ohaaorium in Highland€\lorth Carolina,
before eventually returning to the UK, where she was residing in August 1914.

Within days of the dehcelealreadt’i oenx poaft rwaart,e ndaunsyt r ‘ay
together and made an offer to the War Office of an Austr&@uantary Hospital (AVH), staffed and funded
by them, to be sent to the front. Upon acceptance of their offer they advertised for staff, and Edith was one of
the first 17 (mostly) Australian nurses to volunteer. With the chief orgarliaelyy Rachel Dudley, as
Superintendentida Greavesfrom Newcastle, NSW, as Matron, a@blonel Eames a doctor also from
Newcastle, as the Commanding Officer, Edith sailed for France HnAIa@ust 1914 on board Lord
Dunr aven’s HuetapShettakds upYhe talkethe following letter:

We left Southampton on August 28 for Havre, then the naval base, but the Germans were encroaching so
much in that direction that we hurried from the hotel at which we were staying on tGréta’, the yacht

Lord Dunraven had chagered for our expedition. Here we spent several uncomfortable days and nights, and
were again landed in Havre, which was so crowded that a bed was an unknown quantity. And very thankful
we were to get on board tHAsturias, which brought us down here (Sazaire), to what has since been the

base. Lady Dudley took the best private hospital here, and opened it for officers only, and in a few days we
had more patients than we could accommodate. Then we took over a large school adjoining as an annexe.
Here wenurse the Tommies, accommodating ninety at a time, and here it is we have done our best work.

In a month we handled 750 cases, and when | tell you that we are but seventeen nurses and our
orderlies for the most part are untrained you can imagine songetlfi our work. Many times we have been
strained almost to the breaking point, but have managed to endure and do good work.

[Their patients were the sick and wounded soldiers from the Mons front.]

It is different from ordinary hospital work. We hear whha trains with the wounded are expected
in, and we are ready to receive them. The serious cases are immediately got to bed. Then we feed them all;
after which they all have to be washed and their wounds dressed. We have received as many as 170 patients
in a day, so you will see our task has not been an easy one. Their wounds are often filthy and sloughing,
having in many cases been undressed for two and three days. We hear that many of the hospitals have a
great deal of gangrene, but so far we have hacentimugh we have had tetanus (lockjaw), which is even
worse. We have had seven deaths from it ... It is so awful and so hopeless. Here we see in a very small way
some of the horrors of war.

Besides the hospital and annexe we have a camp, apostcard efwh 7 wi Il I send you
last week we attended a concert given by our people at the camp. It was a weird affair. A beautiful moonlight
night, a waning camp fire, the inner circle composed of sisters and officers, beyond this hundreds of our
British soldiers, and on the outskirts crowds of French people. Lady Dudley was sport enough to contribute
to the programme, and we wound up the evening by having supper with the officers and afterwards motored
home.
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Our home is in the corner of the main streahd we see all the soldiers march pasin one

direction to the rest camp, after disembarking; i
cheerfulness and grit. They are always singing as they marchfakeurites o n g s b alongwayto/ ¢ ’ s
Tipperary’ ' and *Oh, vou beautiful doll .~ We s ee

return to us wounded and suffering, their cheerfulness one marvels at! Only here and there one meets with
one who whines.

We have packeup here and have to quit St Nazaire. Lady Dudley has taken the Hotel Carlton in
Paris, but latest news tells us we are not going there. We certainly hope to get nearer the front, but so far
know nothing. When our orders come we shall get out speedily.

[Below: Photo of 16 of the 17 AVH Nurses in the camp at St Nazaire in 1914. Australian War Memorial
N

egative Number P01064.024.]
o . It was early in October 1914 when
L they first received the order to
pack up and prepare to move
again, and eventually they
entrained for Boulogne, where
they arrived at the end of the
month. The new hospital was
speedily set up in the Hotel du
Golf in the nearby town of
Wimereux, and they were soon
receiving wounded from the First
Battle of Ypres.

A visitor to the hospital
made the following interesting
observation:
What the Australians lacked they made or invented. An operating theatre was, of course, needed. The most
suitable room having been decided on, it was a question of workmen to transform it. There were none. The
menwere busy [lifting and carrying, so three sister
scraped every inch of paper off the walls at a rate which would have caused a paper hanger to faint. Then
the tallest sister of the three mounted onraprovised scaffold and manipulated the whitewash brush.

During the first week of the makeshift theatre’s
laboured on with very little rest, not only treating the thousands of wounded thal gassegh their midst,
but also building up a highly efficient and welijuipped hospital as they went.

Perched on a cliff overlooking the sea, they had to contend with bitterly cold winds, and as winter
arrived, gales and even blizzards. One such sugalermanaged to take out a window in one of the hospital
wards. Luckily for Edith and the other nurses, they were accommodated in a nearby building. The Medical
Officers eventually took over the golf courdelbtiouse, but the majority of the male persorimad to
contend with life under canvas, which a blizzard inikid ve mber s oon made ‘short v

[Left: Photo of the Hotel du Golf and
AVH encampment. Australian War
Memorial Negative Number P01064.017.]

As the fighting continued around Ypres,

the saff were continually on alert, ready to
pack up and move again
notice. However, as it turned out, the AVH
remained in Wimereux until July 1916,

when it was taken over by the War Office

and renamed the 32Stationary Hospital.

Edith though, d moved on long before

this, having returned to the UK in

AUSTR:

A

AR MEBRIAL December 1914.
PO1064.017
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Responding to the urgent appeal from the Serbian Red Cross for assistance in the Balkan States, Edith had
volunteered her services, despite the difficulties and danger she kneleag. Disease was raging in the

battle areas and the hospital arrangements and equipment were hopelessly inadequate. Together with two
British doctors and three other nurses, Edith was to help establish a British Red Cross hospital in
Montenegro. The par reached Salonika ori®arch 1915 and the following is an account of some of their

trek through the Balkan Mountains:

In Nish on the following dajthe 4" the party was met by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who had
provided carriages to convey tieto clean, comfortable apartments thoughtful provision, as they found

the town indescribably filthy, with an absolute lack of all sanitary arrangements. Typhus fever was raging
there, and the party met the RAMBanitary Commission, consisting of 25ctws, all striving earnestly to

relieve the terrible sufferings of the people. In Scopje the visitors were met by Lady Paget, who was there to
welcome the members of her own party of nurses, a typhus hospital having been established a couple of days
previously. A special car was provided by M. Petchar, one of the Serbian Ministers, who accompanied the
party for several days, and was solicitous foritlemfort throughout. M. Petchas a graduate of the

Vienna University, and a splendid linguist, spealdagen languages fluently.

The uphill journey was begun in earnest in Kruchivats, where they found the railway station full of
soldiers, many of them sick and wounded, on their way to Nish. The country was beautiful, with many fertile
valleys, but the wi of ploughing was being performed by women and boys. The Serbian is a soldier before
everything, and at the first call all who were capable of bearing arms flocked to the colours. There were
many pathetic scenes by the waysideuined villages and cottges, with clusters of graves crude
tombstones and crosses decorated with torn flaggidences of the great struggles which had taken place
between the contending forces. In Ugitze the little party was met by the Minister for Foreign Affairs in
Montenego, and the chief of the Serbian Army in that part of the country. At midday the visitors were
entertained at an excellent lunch, a very good orchestra playing several English selections, which sounded
strange in such surroundings. In the evening theyddinea ¢t ¢t h e o fth¢ first aceasioh onmwhichs
women had been admitted. The dinner was served splendidly, and some of the toasts proposed were very
complimentary to the British nation. It was touching to see the love and devotion which theynautertai
towards Britain— a country practically unknown to Serbians until recently. They are a fine people, their
soldiers— both officers and men being brave, intelligent, and of splendid physique. Miss Trebilcock says
that she will never forget the kindrseand consideration with which they were received everywhtiey
were waited upon hand and foot.

After the party left Ugitze the road ascended rapidly. Rain and driving sleet were succeeded by
snowstorms, great pine trees bent under their icy burdera the effect was grandly desolate. The country
through which they were travelling is termed the Switzerland of Serbia, and the panoramas of majestic
mountain scenery could hardly be surpassed in any part of the world. Messengers were sent ahead to ensure
that meals and accommodation should be in readiness, and nothing could exceed the thoughtfulness of those
in charge of the party. The scenery continued indescribably grand and beautiful, and in places where the
snow had melted primroses and other floweese beginning to peep out.

The town of Vadesta, originally an Austrian possession, was found to be in the possession of the
Serbs, and the nurses were taken to the military barracks, where the officers gave up their quarters to
provide them with accomrdation. There were no female attendants, but soldiers, big kindly fellows, were
told off to render any assistance desired. It was a novel experience to have a jugful of water poured on the
hands while washing, and to have a towel handed over by a giantifiorm, with sword at side. The
situation was embarrassing at times, the nurses having to push their soldier servants out of the room in order
to obtain a little time for themselves. The officers entertained the party splendidly, and after dinner a number
of complimentary speeches were made on both sides. The officers sang, by request, the National Anthem of
Serbia, and in return they wandahergangsofithe trehchess a Lo n

From there onward the mountainous journey beeanore difficult. In the absence of an engine,
recourse was had to an open truck pushed by soldiers, and in another place the journey was made on
horseback. At the Montenegrin frontier they were met by an escort of officers, to whose protection they were
assigned. Lunch was prepared by an Austrian woman, who had been captured by the Montenegrins, but was
being treated kindly. The scenery was still very beautiful, but the accommodation was primitive, and there
was nothing in the way of sanitation. A tvammed shanty would be entered sometimes. One room would be
devoted to an entire family, the other being occupied by horses, cows, and sheep. Later the journey was
continued on sleighs, which had been sent out to meet them. A comfortable, clean house $eidalpeen
for them, and they were accorded a great reception as they passed through the streets. It was at this stage
that M. Petchar, who had acted as guide, philosopher, friend, and interpreter throughout the eventful
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journey, bade the party adieu, hagito take up his duties again at the Serbian seat of government. In order
to secure the prompt transmission of her letter, Miss Trebilcock brought her story to a conclusion, promising
to supplement it with a further communication at the first opporturltinfortunately no further
correspondence could be founérev.]

On reaching their destination, Edith was in charge ofrtfeztious Hospital at Plevlie [Pljevijaintil 6" July

1915. Typhus continued to spread after Austrian troops drove thousarefagefes over the frontier from
Bosnia and Herzegovina in April, and Austrian aviators wantonly bombed undefended towns, while plans for
invasion continued to build. Luckily for Edith, she moved on before these plans came to fruition.

Returning to England s he applied to join Queen Alexandr
Reserve (QAIMNSR) on BAugust, but her time with this unit was to be short. Having joined for duty at
the Military Hospital in Ripon on Z1September; a month later she was teindeher resignation. When
asked for a reason Edith statédesign because with my experience and ability | feel myself worthy of a
better position than that of ‘staff nurse’ which

Obviously finding it difficult to further her career in §and, Edith eventually made the decision to
return to Australia, and on #March 1916 she boarded thesterleyfor home.

This wasn’t to be the end of her war nursing h
overseas service with the Australian Army Nursing Service (AANS). Allocated to the No. 1 Sea Transport
Section (STS) she embarked on @mnteson the 25 of that month, albeit assaaff nurse.

The Sea Transport Sections, of which there were 10, saw service on the transport ships, catering to
the medical needs of the reinforcements going abroad, and the invalids returning home. They were
established in 916 as a partial replacement to the random selection of medical staff for each voyage. The
idea was to allow the STS staff to meld together and build on theibshifgl experiences to create an
efficient team, which would remain together through many gega The teams generally consisted of a
medical officer, seven nurses, a dispenser, a masseur, three NCOs and 16 other ranks to work as orderlies.

Work on the transport ships was of course extremely hazardous, as unlike the hospital ships which
flew the edcross, they were legitimate prey to the enemy. With nerves often on edge, carrying out their
nursing duties was made even more difficult by a continually rolling ship, which at times escalated in stormy
seas. The cramped, stuffy conditions below decgsewvorse at night, when lights were masked in brown
paper funnels and much of the work had to be done by touch alone. It was one of the services avoided by
many, not only because of these difficulties, but also because of the sheer monotony of theBEdiglage.
however, seemed well suited to the role, and over the course of the following two years, together with her
team, saw duty on the transpoftsemistocles, SuevandMarathon

Whilst in England between each trip, as Edith awaited the return joushewas granted furlough,
and then attached temporarily for duty to either tHeARstralian Auxiliary Hospital (AAH) in Southall or
the ' AAH at Harefield. Her last trip home on thdarathon began only days before the Armistice,
depositing her backiiWA on Christmas Eve, her appointment then being terminated in early February of
19109.

Yet again Edith signed on for more. Her reappointment with the AANS was for Special Service for
the one voyage only, and this time she was given the rank of sisggth€o with AANS Staff Nurse
Catherine MacLean and Miss Gilmore of the NZ Nursing Service, she embarked in Sydney on the SS
Kursk on 29" May 1919. TheKursk was carrying German Prisoners of War who had been interned in
Australia and were now being repated. Following their arrival in London on 23/ ul vy, Edit ]
appointment with the AANS was again terminateitthad been whispered that she would be taking up new
duties in Englanavhich may eventually bring her into a new sphere of nursing.

What thesenew duties were, or whether Edith entered a new sphere of nursing, is unknown, but
what 1s known 1is she didn’t remain in England 1ind
eventually crossed again to America, where in California dhFe®bruary 1921 she was accepted for US
citizenship.

Endnotes: Edith was born 17/1/1875 at Luton, Bedfordshire, England (though she usually gave her DOB as
1878)— the daughter of John Trebilcock and Charlotte Croxford. Her father, a grazier, died innti9@r a
mother died in July 1914 while Edith was overseas. Her brd#taeold Trebilcock, born 12/8/1878, served

in both the Boer War and WM/He lost a leg and RTA in 1918 as ' Pieutenant with the "8 Tunnelling

Coy, AlF. Harold died at the Heidelbekjlitary Hospital on 21/6/1949.
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A mistake on his headstone: Private Robert Mills, 3" Battalion
Yves Fohlen, Quessy, France

Oneyeam go I went to visit Guar d’ i ‘ ‘ Les bo
large British cemetery. Of the more than 3 000 soldiersburiedth . .

190 are Australian; many of whom are unidentified. A specams R
memorial names seven Diggers who are believed to be buried i
cemetery. One of them #&104 Private Robert George Mills As |
saw that he died on Christmas Day" #%ecember 1916, aged 50,
decided to investigate his case to write an articl IGGER

Robert George Mills, the son of David and Elizabeth Mil
was born in Parramatta. According to his National Archives ser\s===
record, he joined the AIF on %7August 1915, at the age of 1
years and 8 months. He was drafted into tH:R&inforcements for &
the 3° Battalion. On 28 March 1916, Robert disembarkeat
Marseilles in the south of France. As a private of tHdrantry
Battalion, Robert Mills took part in the assault to take Pozie
village and was wounded in action on"23uly 1916. He was
evacuated to Rouen with a gun shot wound lower jaw (Wills
was sent to England for treatment. On™28ugust 1916 he
proceeded overseas to France and dhSptember 1916 rejoined
the 3° Battalion.

At the end of 1916, the'3Battalion was holding the front : T”L"‘gfﬁ[‘i-gg;’,rS”/“i: NOT
. . Y ED out
line in the FlersGueudecourt sector. The bafteld was a sea of ' _
mud and the weather was very cold.

In the unit history, ‘Ra
gives an account of the circumstances which lead to the deat
Private Mills:

Christmas eve was the auspicious night selected for therfiestcompany relief. The relieving companies

for the right halfsector, close to Gueudecourt village, had barely struggled up to the line and taken over,
when a chance 77mm. shell found its billet in one of the outposts. The resultant casualties @iowitapt
much for the already oveworked company stretchebgarers, volunteers were called for.

The men who volunteered that night for that extra bit of service will never be likely to forget it in this
life. Sponsored by the energetic and somewhatc i ¢t a b [ e “Darky’” Scott, a co
found their burdens already chilled to helplessness by the biting cold. Swinging them up shoulder high, the
bearers began their march, six men to each stretcher. They were hardly clear of thersunked a ¢t Fr i
Folly before the colossal nature of their task confronted them. The rain, which for three days had poured
with relentless persistency, had by now joined every-bloédl into a brimming, waisieep marsh where the
depth of the darkness wemndered even more confusing by the occasional ghostly gleam of a soaring enemy
flare. To walk upright under such conditions was utterly impossible. Every man fell time and again into
freezing, waistleep water. A bare six hundred yards, someone gudassed,ifrom that sunken road to the
regimental aidpost, but that trip took nearly three hours!

)

ourt

Private Robert George Mills was one of the wounded men and the account
above gives us an idea of his sufferings, and how small his chances were to

survive, dspite the bravery and dedication of his comrades. He died the
% next day, on 28 December 1916from wounds received in actioMills
was buried at Flers Dressing Station Cemetery but his grave was
subsequently los{the marker destroyed by shell fireA number of
unknown bodies (including Mills) W ¢
Cemetery, where a headstone was erected bearing his name and the words
“Known to be buried in this cemetery
not be blotted out .

Mills was 20 years old but on his headstone his age is given as 50.

| have checked the AWNRoll of Honour it gives his age as 20. | have
checkedhe ROH Circular his age is given as 20. The CWGC register also
confirms that Private Mills died aged 2Qeft: Certainly not the face of a
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fifty year old: studio portrait of Robert Mills. Australian War Memorial Negative nhumber P08624.085.]
I do not know 1f the CWGC will correct Privat
have to alway$e careful withthe information we are given.

Endnotes (1) R o b @82 tPrivate FsankoMilla, 8%Battalion, aged 24, was killed at Pozieres on

26" July 1916. He has no known grave and is commemorated dxugitealian National Mmorial Villers-
Bretonneux See AWM photo P08624.083. (2) Additional research by the Editor: Robert gave his father,
David Mills, as his next of kin, but his medals and gratuity were granted to his grandmother and foster
mother, Mrs E North, who informed the army thatiH e [ Dillspnéver gade a 1/[shilling] for 20 years
towards his support and nowpperduautl v,/ aRmbdr t he iha
was an infant and he was placed in the car.3 of hi
A (likely) cousin, Lance Corporal 1982 Robert Mazzini North served with the 1% Railway Unit. (4)

Since Yves wrote his article, the CWGC has informed the Editor and Yves that they will be correcting the
headstone error in the next maintenance cycle.

What happened post-war to Corporal 2716 Len Jones, 3" Battalion?
Ray Black, Dural

Readers may recathya r t i ¢ 1 e, ‘ Ma DIGGER 38, LeM had mads rhargemmentsin the
marginsofhi s copy of “From Randwick t“Batthlien Len hadassisted , t
its author, Captain Eric Wren, in the writing of the book with a lot of facts as he was in just about every
battle. Le n’ s s anaalmgst avery page cdamnge dfram dry Digger humour to blunt, honest
Digger c¢criticis m. Len’s personal overlay to the b

My curiosity about -wlaan alddd emes tad IEpmp’isn@iastn S
chance and knocked on the door. Thankfully, | was greeted by a more than sympathetic owner who knew
about Len, and this is where the story really begins.

Len fancied himself as a bugle player and was invited to play at every Anzac Day ceremeny at th
Epping memorial. Such was his enthusiasm for his bugle he used to play it in his backyard. The neighbours
quickly got wused to it and in turn, liked 1t. So

Possums were a menace to Len in his chimney so his remedy was to fire hip ttile chimney.

The possums quickly vacated.

Len and his wife lived in Epping until Mrs Jones passed away, leaving Len alone in the house. His
two sons lived overseas but he still had many mates at the Epping RSL Club.

| have the feeling Len wrote thosea r gi nal notes in the early 197
tocodeevery8Battalion survivor’ s autograph in the book
[deceased].

About that time, | feel Len wrote at the end of the book that exiremdphilosophical piece about
men and war:

| shared a task with men of every type and every social station, and was admitted to a fellowship so

rare, as almost to justify the beastliness that made it possible.

There is at least this to be said for wanuvlive simply, if at all, and you do in the company of men

at their best, spurred to a passionate unselfishness by a common purpose, which at other times, is

lacking. The tragedy of war is that the sense of fellowship it engenders seems unable tahsgurvive

coming of peace.

It is an extraordinary paradox that mutual service, the seed of that all embracing sympathy which

would make war impossible, appears to flourish in a blood soaked soil.

| read out those words to the current owners of the house miitheg room. It was then they told me Len

had passed away in that room. Somehow | think Len would have appreciated hearing his words again.
Len passed away March™4975.He was cremated at Rookwood and his ashegescattered on

the main rose garden

Endnote: The Editor is pleased to adviseadershat member and®3Battalion enthusiast Phii Mannell

has obtaineda copy ofthe war memoirs of Corporal Len Jones, which will be serialiseBIGBGER
beginning in this issue quage67.
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‘THertunes of War'’
Mike Goodwin, Mackay

Tragedy was rarely far away from Australian soldiers serving in WWI and the stories we read are littered
with accounts of death and maiming under fire. However, with war being the strange beast that it is, not all
sodi ers 1 ost their lives 1in the “furmnace of batt]l e
in a most unexpected manneeven when laughter, good fellowship and relaxed excitement were all around.

Whilst researching 1% Battalion inform#ion a number of years ago, | was struck by a simple
sentence in Newton Wanl i"Bsa’t ttadoko,n’ ‘. T W i"HDivisiapal royf o fl
Race Meeting, held at Allonville on July 21918, Wanliss noteghe races were a great swss, but
marred by an unfortunate incidentwo officers losing their lives in the first race.

This passing reference stuck with me for a long time but it was only when | was preparing to lead an
adult battlefield tour last September that | decidedatestigate the circumstances around the death of these
two officers. | certainly discovered another typically tragic story of death. However, this story weaved itself
into what was, for many of those Australian soldiers involved, one of the most entgriainmd enjoyable
days of the whole war.

Sports days organised at various unit levels were common events in the AlF throughout the war.
Most were designed to foster unit pride and to keep the men fit, occupied and in good spiritS. The 4
Divisional RaceDay was designed as a day of entertainment and relaxation. It was a huge, well organised
event, with an estimated 11 000 men in attendance.

The day was declared a holiday in tH2Rivision and the men were clearly filled with expectant
excitementon he day of the meeting, a fact mnoted in Edg
theld Battalion’s journey to tAtQ am avergonerserambledomto the d |1
dinky little trucks and away we went with legs hangingr the side almost scraping the ground. It looked
for all the world like a Sunday school picnic.

In addition to 4 Division personnel
and those from other Australian units, thel
were troops from nearby British, Canadial
American, New Zealand andrdnch units.
No-one, it seemed, wanted to miss out on t i
exciting day of racing, as the ABattalion [ o
History notes: They came to this racclae
meeting in motor cars, lorries and wagond=s
on horses and bicycles, by foot and even g
aeroplanes. It was an esordinary
spectacle seeing that it was held only ni
miles from the firing line[Right: Australian , a : ,
and British soldiers placing their bets : : _ SN v e
Australian War Memorial Negative Numbe[ie s - ' ' co1747 "

C01747.]

As quoted above, the unique nature of the event was fugttemced with the arrival of aeroplanes
from No. 2 and No. 4 Squadrons, AFC, with th& Battalion diary notingThis was probably the first race
meeting in the world at which there was an aeroplane stand for AFC visTtoes12" Brigade diary notes
that about twenty planes landed during the afternoon, some of which were destined to become the centre of
attention later in the day.

The men arrived to what would be an eleven card program. The races, in order, were: The Pozieres
Stakes, Gallipoli Hurdlesviouquet Farm Plate, Polygon Wood Jump, Messines Gallop, Bullecourt Hurdles,
Dernancourt Flutter, Hebuterne Scamper, VilBretonneux Sprint (in two divisions) and the Hamel
Steeple. Races-18 were for horses, whilst Races 9, 10 and 11 were opamyigonk in the # Division and
run over only 600m. One can only imagine the spectacle of a line of donkeys labouring down the straight
with their oversized ‘“jockeys’ wielding whips wit

The venue was an undulating field just to the medst of the village (today, the site can be easily
found — just across the road from the Allonville Cemetery). The track itselfs -Hd md ¢ d’ (run
anticlockwise), over 1 200m with a very tight turn into the home straight. Enlisted men werel loctie
“flat?’ area 1nside the course itself, and they ha
YMCA tent. The officers had their own enclosure outside the course prajmgt in front of the finishing
line, of course.

<&
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The racecommittee, all officers, ensured that the day was organised to the minute. Each race had
prize money and all riders wore coloured silks. Most races were run at catch weights over 11 stone (whatever
t he “jockey”’ w e iMajar AW Hymare was tapgpimted)as alenkdof the scalesusing
borrowed butcher’s scales. Any race protests had
in keeping with army discipline, the official startdtajor TAJ Playfair DSO , wasauthorised to disqualify
any rider for disobedience of order®n the other hand, though, the organising committee made it very clear
that betting disputes would not be settled by any officials.

Fielding on the day was a total of eightee
registered bookmakers, made up from diféerent
4™ Division units. Each bookmaker had to pay a !
franc registration fee and a prize of 50 francs w
of fered to the ‘best S y k ma k ¢
or clerk dressed in™ 8
Battalion Diary notes with some derision th@he ' ’
bookmakers showed that they had lost very little
their cunning through coming to the wak. five
franc totaliser was also in operation and all prof
on the day were earmarked for th® Australian
Division Prisoners of War fundRjight: Crowds of &
soldiers and officers watch the finish of a race &
the 4" Divisional Race Meeting. Australian War Memorlal Negative Number C01748 ]

So it was that tragedy weaved its way into this relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere, with drama
unfolding in the very firstace of the day, the Pozieres Stakes. Run over five furlongs (1 000m) and open to
officers of the 4 Division, this opening event was marred by a serious fall involving two hdttasridden
by Captain Robert Smith, andLady Marda ridden byCaptain Ernest Kemmis.

Whilst | could find no specific record to explain how the accident happened, the result was tragic.
Both men died from fractures to the base of thei
ample references to the race dayiit diaries and histories, however only a small number make mention of
the deaths and there is evidence that even those attending the day did not realise how tragic the fall was. Les
Carlyon records that Major Hyman wrote of the deaths in his diary atdFtrtunately, we were able to
keep the fact from the crowd.

As such, the accident had no real effect on proceedings and the day continued with, it seems, the
majority of the attendees ignorant to the aftermath of the fall. With the Bands of ‘thd6éf6and 5%

Battalions entertaining the crowd, the men thoroughly enjoyed the racing and the socialising, with the 12
Brigade Diary stating thafThe meet was indeed a Gala Day and everything went splendiuy 48’

Battalion diarist notedThe racemeeting was a huge success and reminded one very much of a country
meeting in Australiawhilst the 14 Battalion Diaryrecordsd n e xcept i onal ly pl eas an
just such a nature as to appeal to the interest of Australians.

Inter-unit rivalry was, as normal, quite intense. Thé" Battalion Diary records its personal unit
successes of the meet, including a firsBtooksin the Heburterne Scamper and third\@rrow Gutsin the
donkey Hamel Steeple, which was no doubt an entertainirngespe Neville Browning describes in his’51
Battalion history thatA member of the 81Transport Section won a donkey race to tumultuous applause
from the men of the 810n this particular day, unit pride and fatter pockets went hand in hand.

By the end of the day, those in attendance ha
entertainment didn’t finish with the l ast race.
keeping with the spirit of airmen of the day, theyr&vaot going to simply take off and fly meekly back to
their bases.

In what appears a somewhat understated note, {h&atfalion Diary states thaMembers of the
Aust Flying Corps .. gave thrilling &athécdrawdNewtenn s o f
Wanliss goes a little further when he wrijtég the conclusion of the day, some Australian airmen carried
out some flying stunts of hakeained character before returning to their aerodrome.

Edgar Rul e’ s eye wiscenefurnished amore vividpandipermapsa fnore readistic
picture of proceeding®By the time the races were finished some of flieenpilots]were well shickered but
it made no difference to them. They climbed into their machines and before theylgvstatiad for home
they did some of the maddest capers I’ ve ever s e ¢
close you had to get flat on the ground. They put the wind up more thadeotieen goes on to explain how
one pilot ran his planiato a shed and tore off the wing.
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This impromptu entertainment put the icing on
the cake of a wonderful day for the Diggers, many of
whom then enjoyed a cinema show in the nearby hangars
put on by the YMCA. Mixed in with all this merriment,
though, wa the fact that two officers had died. In times
of peace, this would have caused all sorts of calamity.
W However, as news of the deaths circulated, the soldiers
¥4 who attended, so inured to death and suffering, would
have no doubt classed the accident ashemodf those
regret ful ‘“fort unleff: Adafge war °’
crowd watches the finish of one of the horse races at
Allonville. Australian War Memorial Negative Number
E02739.]

So, who were these two Anzacs dauelblewnPom “t he fo

Captain Robert James Smith MC and Barwas from Strathfield, NSW, and was the husband of
Isabelle and the father of Thelma and Arthur. By the time of his enlistment"®N@2&mber 1915, at the
age of 39, he had established a successfuécari¢h the PMG and was an inspector in the line construction
department.

He embarked from Melbourne on"28anuary 1916 as a lieutenamtthe 2 Division Company of
the Australian Engineers and was immediately transferred to"thzivision Company BEgineers on his
arrival in Egypt.

Smith’s distinguished service in the AIF saw
Military Cross on two occasions. His first MC was awarded for action at Pozieres in August 1916, when he
organised the laying afables to the front lines under heavy shellfire over three nights. He gained the Bar to
his MC for similar action at Polygon Wood in September 1917. His citation for the Bar to his MCistates
part The work, which occupied several nights, was carridduader continual enemy barrages, and it was
only by his untiring energy and dogged perseverance that it was completed iRldmas also mentioned
in despatches (MID) fadistinguished and gallant service and devotion to duty in the field during tredper
Feb 26" to midnight 28 Sept 1917.

Through the first half of 1918, Smith served with tHeMvision Signal Company before being
transferred back to thé"Division in late June. His untimely death at the Allonville races Wwasstibject of
anarmy court of mquiry which reported thaGapt Smith was riding in the Divisional Race Meeting when his
horse fell. He was picked up unconscious and died later, sameTdayofficial verdict was that he was
accidentally killed and that no blame couldditached to any person in connection with the death. What |
did find interesting was a letter in his files, datéﬂ,émgust, from the Officer in Charge of Base Records,
which di s cus s lebeg tdSstate thdi his nandechastbéen withheld frorespeepies of Casualty
List No. 422, and will appear in official copies onlycan only surmise that the army did not want any
awkward questions from the press about how a decorated officer could die in such circumstances.

Captain Ernest Henry George Kemmis, from St Kilda, was the son of Arthur and Mary Kemmis.

He attended All Saints Grammar School and, prior to enlistment, was working as an accountant. He was four
days short of his 28birthday when he applied for a commission off &ptember, 1915.

Kemmis was allotted to the ®einforcements to thé"@attalion as a? lieutenant and embarked
Melbourne on board the RMSsterleyon 29" September, 1915. After arriving in Egypt in late October, he
was transferred to the newly formed™3owitzer Brigade in early April 1916. He was then promoted to
lieutenant in early June and, after arriving in France at the end of that month, he was transferred"to the 13
Field Artillery on 9 July.

Kemmi s’ tenure with this uadiintactienaeight dayisdatet onthé v e d
17" (some records indicate the™8nd was admitted to theé" Btationary Hospital in Boulogne suffering
from shell shock. Subsequent medical reports give some general idea as to what happened to Kemmis, but no
specfic record could be found concerning the nature of the incident.

It certainly had a profound effect on him, though, and his recovery was a long,-aliawn
experience. The initial medical report on his condition dat&tla# statesHe is suffering fronshell shock.

Blown up and partially buried by shell explosion. Dazed for 24 hours. Headache, insomnia, bad dreams.
Tremor. ReflexeS he report indicates that the condition was not permanent and it believed that he would be
unfit for duty for nine weeks.
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Thi s wa s clearly a prematur e assessment, as K
entries assessing his ongoing recovery over the course of 1916 and 1917. He continually complained of
nightmares and headaches and it was noted inoneregortthh e i s nervous and s hak
in his speechl t wasn’t unt il June, 1917, t hat the condi
world, this would be classed as a nervous breakdown.

| found it surprising then, that during thatter months of his recovery, Kemmis was seconded for
duty as the aide de camp to the commanding officer of AIF Depots in England. It seems that administrative
duties were not beyond him and it may have been just the tonic, as his final medical re@duy,11917
states,He says he is now well. He looks the picture of hedlthwas classed as fit for general service,
however, he was never to see the front line again. GhJ8ly, he was transferred td"Division
Headquarters and sentto Francedse ai de de camp to the division’s

He was promoted to captain in January 1918 and his records indicate that he was to remain seconded
to 4" Division Headquarters. So, even though his recovery was slow, there can be no doubt that his
organisational skills were appreciated at the top levels of Australian command. After periods of leave and
sickness, Kemmis rejoined th® Bivision Headquarters staff on "10uly, just twelve days before his death.

The final entry in his records simply noté&slled Accidentally. Frac of base of skuII

Today, Kemmis and Smith arem—- . ;
buried side by side in St Pierre Cemetery *
Amiens and | was honoured to visit an
commemoratethem both last Septembe
with the ‘Mackay R
group. Tour member, lan Beanland, a ke
racegoer who was taken by their stor | !
delivered a fitting and emotional equgyZ'«’»-*
and commemorative cards with their servi¢_
details and race coloursene placed on the,
graves. Right: Mike (left) and lan at the
graves of Kemmis (left) and Smith.]

Whilst they did not fall in the
‘“furnace of battl e’
distinction and deserve to be remember .
with honour. Smith was a decorated officeg i-,
and Kemmis was a dedicated staff officcf
who had recovered from a devastating event. The final irony in this sad affair lies, | believe, with the fact that
both men were members of the official race day committee. Kemmis had the added responsibility of be
the Honorary Race Day Secretaty r gani sing all the nominations and
an added disturbing thought to know that they put so much work into organising such a sudegdsful
their fellow Diggers— a day that ultirately cost them their lives.

Aut hor!? sOmetef Captain KemmiHlHé wmejys clad aaemponm tmo B
left side. He can mount on the right side. His seat is insecure due to his inability t®tgsipeport was in

June B17, over a year before the race fall. Whilst it would be a long bow to relate this report to any possible
cause of the fall, I couldn’t help raise a quizzi

Endnote: Heather (Frev) Fordrrotea shorter account of the Allondlirace day ilDIGGER23 (June 2008).
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Two Beecroft soldiers
Tony Cunneen, Beecroft

Tony is researching the enlistments from his sub
Here Tonytells the story ofwo Beecroftmen whawvere killed inthe Great War

Private 408 Henley Thomas Southwell Bembrick, 3" Machine Gun Battalion

Henl ey Thomas (‘' To mmy was théomlydorhof Enbnias Bmbridk.r Thotés was one

of the principals in Dobson &embrick, listed asHouse, Estate, Land and Property Salesman and
Insurance Expert® f Hor ns by . sléghn wasdBe YournOwsr kahdlordThe family lived at
“Olessen’ in Murray Road. Henley att ¢"iMdyeldl6. Nis wi n gt
attestation paper records his occupation as a clerk and that he had served 12 months in the militia with the
university.

On 25" October, Henley embarked on thidyssesat Melbourne, bound for England, arriving™9
December 1916. After a few mihs in camp at Perham Downs and Grantham training on the machine gun
he sailed to France in June 1917 where he joined"tida@hine Gun Company. Within a few months he
wa s one of the many victi ms of the a uA cutmino no f freen:
Passchendaele on"lDctober 1917. On that day the Il Anzac Corps, as part of the Third Battle of Ypres,
attacked Passchendaele. The report of Henley as missing commenced an anxious time for the Bembrick
family.

There are many lettersoife wi th the Red Cross reporting th
happened to their ‘“boy’. He was little more than
letters between the family and the Red Cross reveal the kind of worry andrsumhich were associated
with reports of being missing in battle. The first enquiry was made by the family to the Red Cro&s on 26
November 1916. On 38December 1916 the family had still heard no word so Thomas Bembrick wrote to
the Red Cross in London. The letter tells of the terrible news they had received the day after Christmas.

| venture to address you in the hopes you will be able to assist in locag my s on .. We
message this morning writtdoy one of his former employers [sic] in the Masgéy r » i s Co
Limited in Sydney. In a letter the managevr s ali

aboutthe 180 /1 Oc ¢t o b eintwa days df the timevgiveriby the military.

We had a letter from him dated th® @ctober and in that he mentioned he was having 24 hours rest

but expected to be again at the front in a day or two and it would appear he must have either fell or
beenwanded or taken prisoner as soon as he rejo
some word by the time this reaches you | am enclosing a short letter to him.

The family was left wondering what had happened to their son. No further news came from the AlF, other

than the record that Henley was missing. One of
anything from ot her «te. [Thoimasrepliedrireearly A3l8, giving tHe hedrsayhe s  f
had heard from Henley’s wor kmate. Scr a@ahnnotyouda t he

something to help relieve the strain? My wife is very much worried.

It is obvious from theontent and nature of the written note that the family was enduring a frightful
time. Their best hope for now was the Red Cross. The next report to the family of what happened to Henley
Bembrick was from another soldier who knew Henlggorporal424 Victor Rhodes It is not clear exactly
when the family received the news, but Victor Rhodes wrote to the Red Cros8 demiiary 1918:

Being wounded previous to the™af October | was not with the company at that time, but as

Bembrick was my chum | havetgvhat particulars | could from others in the company. Bembrick

was not on the gun at the time and went over the top with the rest of the boys followed by his No. 2, a

boy named Pilgrim. A few moments later a shell landed between Bembrick and Pilgrim and

exploded. Since then Bembrick has not been heard of. Pilgrim was picked up some days later, but at
the Casualty Clearing Station. | take it that my chum was either ithgtelted or died before help
reached him. Bembrick wumsd4Shohadspairbhang abc

In losing Bembrick | lost one of the best chums ever a chap had.

Perhaps wunderstandably, Henley’s father Thothas wa
April 1918 he wrote to the Red Cross ratjag his son:
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So far we have heard little or nothing that is anyways reliable. | have received a report written by

Victor Rhodes, who was a close chum of my boy

anxiously waiting further news.
Another ldgter from Lance Corporal 1627 E Claytons e e me d t o confirm Rhubde s’
stated that ‘nothing had been heard of’ Bembrick
from the discrepancy. In May 1918, Thomas Bembrick triedrtd éut more information from the AlF,
writing that he had received a letter through the Red Cross from Lance Corporal Clayton which was
‘somewhat contradictory of the statement made by
was still ofic i ally reported as ° Missing’. The military
statement made by Lance Corporal Clayton to assis
family, as the various reports alternatively gavensohope then took it away. Further requests for
information were made to the A€asualty Clearing Station and later in Germany.

Regrettably the news from the witnesses only confirmed what had happened. Another member of the
unit wrote that he had beeno1 d by a soldier “who had been there
pieces by a shell during the stunt on OctobéF12 A court of inquiry held ir
had been killed in action, f2ctober 1917. Henley was 21 yearsage. He was survived by his mother,
father and four sisters, Olive, Et hel, Dori s and
known grave. He is identified as one of the missing listed on the Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres, Belgium.
The Austalians suffered 38 000 casualties trying to take Passchendaele.

)

Private 3419 Harry Noel Lea, 17" Battalion

Harry Noel Lea, the son of May and Henry, was a true son of Beecroft. He lived on Beecroft Road,
Cheltenham, and attended the Beecroft Publi® Sch (which has his name as <

Harry was a bank clerk before he joined the AIF in January 1917 and was posted tbRagadlibn
which had been raised at Liverpool, NS W. Min is n
France, but he certainly joined a busy unit. In 1917 tH& W&s involved in three major battlesat
Bullecourt in France in May, Menin Road in September and Poelcappelle in Belgium in October.
Poelcappelle was part of the large assault by thesMimwn as the Third Battle of Passchendaele. With the
17" Harry experienced the full horrors of trench warfare.

Also serving in the battalion was another Beecroft local, anguei of the public school,
Lieutenant Arthur Frederick Gilbert . He wrote a letter to the Red Cross in January 1918, stating:

| would be very gratified to learn of anything you may have been able to find out (about Harry). He

was my oldest and best friend and | was responsible for having him transferred t8'tadtHaugh

I am in the same Unit | know little of his death. | happened to be out of the line during the operation

of 9" October and vigorous enquiry on my part yielded but little in account of there being so many of

his pals killed or wounded during theayation.

| went to the base on 2@ctober and was informed that he died of wounds at tfleAltralian

Field Ambulance on 4October. On enquiring at that unit | was informed that he did not die with

them but with the East Lancs Field Ambulance. hdeaed around Ypres for some time visiting the

various cemet eries and at [ ast came across my

of Ypres.

There were other vague reports noted by the Red Crtsst Harry was
seen walking back to thear, only slightly wounded; another that he w.
seen lying on the battlefield.

Photos from the Australian War Memorial give some indicatio
the experiences of both Harry Lea and Arthur Gilbert in tHeBattalion
in SeptembeDc t ober 1 9sinfatter of; fadt better does littlg

justice to the actual experien on t
poignant image to imagine the young officer wandering around F==
shattered town of Ypres, looking for the grave of his school friend. : -

In Beecrofti n Oct ober 1917, ‘The Cumberland Argus’
growing well on the tennis court; there was to be a bazaar for the War Chest; a fund raising concert, the
‘Beecroft Bubble’ and the annonndMem€htord€yassphdod

Pleasant in Cheltenham.
Above right: Photo of Beecroft War Memorial from warmemorialsnsw.asn.au.
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Impressions from Etaples and The Somme
Gary Clift, Lindfield, with thanks to Iris Field.

Prior to the First World Watheold French fishing town of taples in Picardy was the location of a thriving
colony of Australian, British and American artists. At the commencement of the war, all but one artist,
Australian °1s o’ Aliéohand beenhojher Reftteples far thair hame soungry or Britain.

I so’”s mot her andtheydecided to remaintinaphes ratter than relocate. Iso had studied in
Melbourne with artists Tom Roberts, Frederick McCubbin, John Longstaff and Rywery and during her
yearss in Haples sold her pictures in the Paris Salon and in London.

The Baples Army Base Camp became the largest of its kind ever established overseas by the British.
It was built along the railway adjacent to the
town and was served by a network of rajs,
canals and roads. These connected the camp to
the southern and eastern fields of battle in
France and to ships carrying troops, supplies,
guns, equipment and thousands of men and
women across the English Channel. The camp
was a training base, a depfur supplies, a
detention centre for prisoners and a centre for
the treatment of the sick and wounded, with
almost twenty general hospitals. At its peak, the
camp housed over 100 000 people and
altogether its hospitals could treat 22 000
patients.

During the war, Iso and her sister
worked for the Voluntary Aid Detachment of
the BritishRedCross in one of the YMCA huts.
Although Iso was not an official war artist, she
was one of only two Australian women artists
who were able to depict the First World \War
close quarters. She produced about 200 pastel
drawings while working for the VAD, depicting
evenday events behind the lines itaples. The
AWM has sixteen olfeftiI s o’ s
“Rue de (Slation Siret+ ktaples) 1918
—1so Rae.]

Iso’”s sister, Al 1 s on,
accomplished artist, wrote the following letter to a friend in Australia. It provides phigranapshot of
conditions in Eaples at the commencement of the war and was the last letter received from Alison or her
sister Iso until 1929.

27" August 1914

You might [like to have a few [lines from me noyv

of a very terrible war, and | cannot tell you how many thousands of English (British) soldiers have

passed through e during the last fortnight on their way to the seat of war. We live quite near the
station, and from the upper windows see many of the trains pass. Often we go to the station with
postcards, flowers, cigarettes, or anything they like to have. Theyldrekdlaki and look splendid.

Some jump out on the platforms to shake hands and talk for a few minutes, before being borne

swiftly away again- perhaps forever. Ten thousand passed in one day, last week. Another day

fifteen thousandThey are most generous te®oo generous it sometimes seems te s they tear

off their badges and even braid from their coats, to give right and left to the crowds who go to see

them pass. They sing, and laugh, and cheer, and kiss their handso&rebloright and happy so

glad to go.

In the night we are wakened by the thunder of their trains and their singing. One of their favourite

songs IS “I1t’s a [long, long way from Tipperar

the people-the roudhpeople-j us ¢t raced in crowds past our ho
they can go. After all, any prisoner is a sad sight. But a prisoner of war must be something pitiable.
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The saddest sight | have yet seen was one of the largest of the Englidangmi@orps. In one
sense this is a magnificent sight, in another it is heartrending. Had | known it was passing through
the station | would not have gone for a newspaper just at that moment. It went through in great haste
without stopping. The engine imdmgtely followed by a long train of trolleys with a large
ambulance wagon on each with its white cover with an enormous scarlet cross on it. It was a
startling thing to see suddenly and unexpectedly. | felt | must weep, but kept my British self
possessiomnd only said “Ah!” The soldiers in the ¢
their white flags as they flew past; and two old French people, refugees from some other part of the
country, justbeside mes ked “Ar e t h e lrceuldbardy openomy lipg but/niariaged
to explain that the Corps was on its way to one of the battlefields.
We have seen enormous numbers of guns, cannons, ammunition pass slowly through this way during
the last week. It seems to many of us, both men and womens sionththe Tocsin* rang out on the
Town Hall bell (it is a sound that one can never forget) and the order for mobilisation went forth.
The French were grand at that moment. The tense silence of the hours that followed that order can
only be understood blgeing lived through. | cannot write of all the things we have been through
since. We are, | believe, the only English in this town now, and yesterday we were kept in anxiety lest
we should have to fly from [sic]. Many people went. But we do not wishdk bpeour home unless
absolutely obliged to do so. Nor do we wish to give mother the trouble of going away. She is no
longer young and had a very terrible accident last February, a bad fall, which nearly killed her. She
is quite well now | am glad to saye know a great many men who are at the War and though it is
very terrible are of course very interested. Please excuse all mistakes as this is written hastily. We
get very few English letters and newspapers just now as all trains are being used for theving
troops about.
(Signed) Your friend,

Alison Rae

In 1929, Alison and 1Is o h&kdaughter, visSited themdndples,Isding tos P e n
England on the RM®rforda nd having participated in “the first
vessel while sailing through the Red Sea. Part of
diary extracts give some impressiointhe area 10 years after the end of the war.
2" July 1929
Spent a beautiful but sad day today, we paid honour to the boys who made the supreme sacrifice, by
visiting some of the graves. We [ eft Pakis th
Visited the church in which the soldiers slept while on active service. We then passed through
Villers-Bretonneux and visited the school which the Victorian school children presented to this town.
An inscription on the wall is as follows:
“This school building is the gift of the schoo
VILLERSBRETONNEUX, as proof of their love and goodwill towards France. 1,200 Australian
soldiers, he fathers and brothers of these children, gave their lives in the heroic recapture of this
town from the invader on the 28th April 1918, and are buried near this spot. May the memory of the
great sacrifices in the common cause, keep FRANCE and AUSTR4jethdr forever in the bonds
of friendship and mutual esteem.”
We then placed a Wreath on the first Australian cemetery we passed, it was a very imposing
performance. We saw the wrecked remains of BIG BERTHA captured by’ tBattdlion on
23/8/1918. TheGermans, after its capture, bombed it. We had lunch at ALBERT, which was
completely wiped out, but has since been rebuilt. (Very amusing incidents in connection with
scarcity of tea and knowledge of the English langyage
We passed and visited many cemesgrsome of the party had graves to find. Each little cemetery
was most beautifully kept. POSSIERES [sic] has not been completed yet. The trenches and
surrounding Nenan s [ and where the NEWFOUNDLAND BATT.
for a memorial parkand is still, as left when Armistice was signed. Helmets and guns lying by, the
wreckage of two aeroplanes, all holding secrets of many tragedies which happened during that
dreadful time 1914918. Saw a British dugout, which took me all my time torget how men
existed in them goodness knows. Reports said that this morning the remains of five bodies were
found, two of them were identified. As we looked around on the plains now covered with poppies and
cornflowers, it seems hardly possible that ordyyis ago these same plains were blood stained, and
the world was in such upheaval. We arrived back at the hotel at 10.45pm.
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Endnotes (1) * The Tocsin is a special bell on the Town Hall which is rung to warn peoplgreét fire or

war. It is soundedn the first Thursday of each month at 11.00am, for practice. (2) Iso Rae died in England
in 1940 aged 83 and Alison in 1945 aged 86. The
poor health. They had lived int&ples for 43 years. Gladys Midyre, nee Penry, whose diary extract is
guoted, is now 103 and living in Victoria. (3) Thanks to Iris Field for letters from Alison and Iso Rae, and
Betty Snowd n for ‘ITapl BRag anofher perspectivéeéeRwd dvarl
G a r can be seen at ART19597 on the AWM Collections website.

First Mackay man killed in WWI: Private 683 James Milne, 9" Battalion
Mike Goodwin, Mackay

distinction ofbeing the first MackayQIld) man to be killed in WWI. He was working
as a labourer when he enlisted off' 2&igust, 1914, being one of the first in Mackay to
enlist. He was only 18 when he enlisted, so he would have needed written permission
from his parents. He wa s "Battdliontandesdiledtta * D’
| Egypt with his unit as part of thert Australian contingent. Jim landed at Anzac Cove

on the morning of 25April and he was never seen again. His company landed at the
southern end of the cove, at Hell Spit (or Queensland Point), and he would most likely
have moved to the southern eddehe 400 Plateau at Lone Pine, amongst the scattered
groups of his and other battalions. The most likely scenario for Jim is that he was killed
on 400 Plateau and that his body lay in the area recaptured by the Turks. This was a common fate for many
of the 600 Australians killed on that day. Today, Jim, who was only 19 when he died, is commemorated on
the Lone Pine Memorial, which is situated in an area close by where he was most likely killed.

Fia 3 James Milng known as “Jim’, was the son of J
&

Private 5688 Albert Hucker, 26" Battalion
Mike Goodwin, Makay

Albert Hucker was the only child of Arthur and Alice Hucker of Shakespeare St, Mackay. He was a
carpenter by trade and was also a long serving member of the Mackay Army Edetdisted on 1%
February 1916 as a reinforcement to th& Battalion but was transferred to the"™Battalion in November
1916 after he arrived in France. He then spent two months in hospital with influenzgcamed his unit in
late February1917, only to suffer a severe gunshot wound to his right arm aideagt on 28 March. He
spent another three months in hospital recovering from his wo = o
(the photo was taken after he had been released from hospital]
he was sent back to his unit in July. Albert was killed in action
9" October 1917 as his baalion manned the front line trenche
near Zonnebeke. After numerous enquiries by his parents,
adjutant of the battalion wrote a report, stating that Albertkiizsl
by shell fire on the 9.10.17 along with three other members of
company, the samshell being responsible for the four casualties.
is regretted there is no rec:
the operations at the time was such as to emphasise the proba
that no burial took placeAl ber t °s par ent thed
had no grave. A lettedlice wrote to the army in JunE919 shows
how desperate she was to hayv
reads, in part] would like to ask if you have any further word i
regard to the burial of myehr son (the late) Ptalbert AJ Hucker
hoping you will excuse one
only child you will perhaps understand my feelings, as | have s
in the papers that they intend as far as possible to place t
graves in a cemetery so | am really anxéda know if they remove
my dear son’s body abédspiteleepteas,
the army was unable to give her any news of a burial, and t -
Arthur and Alice were forced to live with the fact that their on :
child, who died at the age of 22puld never be formally buried.
Above right: Albert Hucker. Australian War Memiat Negative Number H07933.001.

buri a
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Keeping the memory alive: Civic memorials
Geoff Lewis, Raglan

After the Great War, it was common for local authorities and citizens to erect memorials to commemorate
the sacrifice of the Diggers. These can still be found in the names of hospital wards and beds, schools (e.g.
Hay War Memorial High School), parks amabsting fields andcommonly,in street names. A quick glance
inaGr e g oSydnmey Street Directoipdexreveals elevenn Ga [ [ angd thiftythseé® 4 n z asawnell’as

the magnificent Anzac Bridge.

Indeed, | grew up in the Sydney suburb of Daceyville t he 1950s and 60s, a
development. My school faced Joffre Crescent, which ran parallel to Colonel Braund, Sgt Larkin, Jacka and
General Bridges Crescents as well as Haig Avenue. The adjoining suburb of Pagewood contained streets
which commemorated Wark, Keysor, Monash, Murray and others. Both suburbs were created in 1919 to
house ‘returned men’ and their families, and wer
back, we young boys and girls were never told of the odgithe significance of these street names along
which we walked and played every day.

In DIGGER No. 38, Graeme Hosken wrote an interesting articleéAthur Hall VC Way, the
recently renamed CoolabaBrewarrina Road in northwest NSW. Hall, a corporathe 54 Battalion, is
well known to FFFAIF members and Graeme’s story a
memorial.

On a recent visit to Port Stephens in tHEy
Lower Hunter Region of NSW, we encountercii )
what we believe is a unique merial. Along the

the village of Tanilba Bay indicating T 7 ¢ A4} ‘
of t h e. Cdribus,i we turned off tol
investigate. From the main road, the on

large ound stoneqright]. A little dated in its /& =
style of construction, we thought. Behind the Te———
pillars is a straight road of aboomekilometre in length going down to the water. Each side is bordered by a
well-tendedswardand a row of eucalypts.

At the far end of the avenue, ending in a small but complex intersection is another stnacteoé

: the same stone as the gateway. It is composed of six
arches about five metres in heiglft]. The middle
archis made of wrought iron and has the name o
the avenue on it. On the top of each of the centre
pylons is a bollardbelow] from HMAS Sydney
[bottom left]. Several
other white  marble
plaques are fixed to the
pillars: commemorating
the discovery of Port

dignitaries.
It is the streets which run off the avenue that have the closest links to the
war. The complex intersection is Haig Hgra, from which radiate Digge@rive and King Albert [of
Belgium] Avenue. Other streetnclude: President Poincare [of France] Parade, President Wilsok] [US
Walk, Army Avenue, Navy Nook (!), Pershing Place, Peace PafGléenenceau Crescent, Lloyd George
Grove, Monash Close, Victory View, Conquest Crescent, Poilus ParatiBeatty Boulevardhere are no
Australian political leadersonoured with street names
| wonder how many of the local residents and
school children know the significance of thed v e n u e o f

THE BOLLARDS ON THE CENTRE PILLARS

= OSRG-S t h e Aandthe enar_n’es of the streets? However, it is
¥~ VICTOR IN AUSTRALIAS FIRST NAVAL BATTLE an unusual waof keeping the memory aliv®o readers
\ 97+ NOVEMBER 1914. know of examples of any other unusual memorials to the
e, O, chsecw s o CRIRR L s Great War?

Endnote: The Editor |salwayshappy to receive photos of memoriaiembers come acrass
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Isbigllfire Corner', 27 September 1917. This

n The deployment of | Anzac Corps military police in 1st Aust Div
area in preparation for the attack on Pozieres, 23rd July 1916

The Traffic Bloke

It’>s 1ike the
buildings blown away,

And fourteen streams of traffic coming
every blooming way, :

Standing by a sheliole that used to be

a farm,

I's the Army’ s —-Heaf6
got ¢ P hasfarfnj c¢ °

He keeps the traffic movingwell into
the night,

Limbers, guns, and lorries wedged in
very tight,

Strings of G.S. wagons going down the
track,

Tanks and cr@&nvinguapr pi
the back,

“Where d’you want
your bally game? I

Stop that double b
number and your name? :

Come on with that convoyhold up
with that moke ”

You have to keep your nob on, to be
a traffic bloke.

Compiled by Trevor Munrdyubbo, asa tribute to the Traffic Control Officers.
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Private 201 Herbert Stoops, 34" Battalion
Harry Willey, Scone

Private Herbert Stoops volunteered to go to the rear with orders for a section of his unit during the advance
from Bellicourt, on the Hindenburg Liren Sunday, 29September 1918. While he was returning he was hit

by a shell. Shrapnel from the shell hit him in the leg and head, penetrating his temple and killing him
instantly. Later that day the surviving members of th® Bdttalion were withdrawnexhausted, from the

front line. It was their last action of the war. Rested, they were schedule@nterethe fighting on the day

the Armistice was signed.

William Her ber t,wds'bdtrein 8899 in Motthera predand, and was the son of
Andrew Stoops and his wife Lucy of Beech House, Altnamachin, Castleblayney County, Armagh. When he
enlisted he was 20 years and 4 months of age, six foot (180cm) tall and almost 12 stone (76kg) in weight.
Herb had a dark complexion, grey eyes and dark brovvn g religious denomination was Presbyterian.

He was working as a labourer at Gundy when he volunteered for service in the AIF at Scorfe on 25
February 1916.

Herb was taken intothe8Bat t alion ( “ Maitland’s Own’), whi
who joined the “Wallabies’ during th€&Decembeei9t5ui t me
8" January 1916). Herb entered camp at Maitland as the/8< designated the 9" Infantry Brigade of the
newly created Third Division of the AI F whidhwasb St o
commanded b¥ajor Walter Fry.

After two months training the $4Battalion, led by Armidale school teachdeutenant-Colonel
Malcolm Lamb, and their I Reinforcements boarded a train at Maitland for the trip to Sydney' tfay.

The following day the force embarked on A20 HMA®rorataand sailed at 4.00pm for England.

On 14" September, General Birdwood gave command @fBthDivision to Major General
John Monash Monash then put the™3Division through a training routine that surpassed the training
undertaken by any other Australian Division. He distinguished them from the other divisions by instructing
them to wear thieslouch hats with the brim turned down and to place the large rising sun badge on the front
of their hats.

The 3“ Division trained at Lark Hill (UK) until 2% November, when they sailed from Southampton
to France to occupy a quiet section of the imar Armentieres. For active training they carried out raids on
the enemy trenches.

On 8" January, during the severe winter of 1976 Herb was treated in a field ambulance station
for pleurisy. When his condition deteriorated, arrangements were madmséer him to the '3 General
Hospital in England onboard $8eppe On recoveringhe was medically examined addwngradedo B1,
unfit for overseas service, and granted two weeks leave in London. Returning from his leave he was assigned
to the 63 Infantry Battalion (of the shofived 6" Division).

In June, Herb attended a signal school at Weymouth and qualified as an assistant instructor before
rejoining his unit on 28June. On#August he attended the bri gosede’ s
joining the reinforcements for the Bhis originalbattalion) on 18 August 1917.

Herb had a further spell in hospital during the winter of 188 before he returned to France off 14
May 1918. Two weeks later, as the first of the American injadivisions entered the offensive, Herb was
gassed when gas shells rained down on his position. ®dwe he was released from thd” 4&2asualty
Clearing Station.

Herb participated in several “fake’ ’lyaBmiuesks at
when it commenced in the early hours of the morning"aJuly. This battle was observed by 1 000 newly
arrived American troops anxious to observe and learn from the Australians. Following the battle their
commander withdrew them for furth&maining. The Australians had captured 1 600 Germans and a great
deal of the enemy’ s PriyaieiHpnryeDalziel of ther4l Divisiontwhscawadsded at 1 ¢ .
Victoria Cross for his part in this battle.

Four days later all five Australiagivisions fought for the first time as the Australian Corps. Led by
Lieutenant General Sir John Monash they were joined by a Canadian Division as they advanced on the
entrenched Germans east of Amiens, accomplishing all their objectives within two hapitsjng 450
German artillery pieces including a 28cm gun mounted on a railway carriage (the barrel of which is on
display at the Australian War Memorial).

The Germans suffered 27 000 casualties. The Australians were elated by their victory, with many
believing it was the beginning of the end for the German Army. Captain Charles Robert Duke MC is quoted
as saying ‘it did my men more good than six weeks

DIGGER 35 Issue 39



Field MarshalSir Douglas Haig, who had always been critical of the Australian trdopke down
and wept as he told the victorious troops, ‘“You
done for the Empire during this day’.

On 229 August the 9 Infantry Brigade fought aBray-surSomme whereDennis Mychaelfrom
Moonan Hat received a Military MedalSix days later they took part in the capture of the village of Curlu.
On 29" September, as they attacked the Hindenburg Line near Ronssoy, Herb Stoops was killed.

Herb Stoops was buried five yards from where he fell at Doleful Post, east of Rons&uiyay
George Alexander Woodof Cessnock an@rivate Herbert Frank Tew. His remains were later exhumed
andreburied at 212 Unicorn OCneepiagravelyl5. Vend’ huil e, Ai

William Herbert St oops is commemorated on Sc
unexplained error. These memorials display several surnames spelt incorrectly with an equal number of
names showing the wrong initials. Inmykop ¢ Scone’s Fallen ANZACs’, I h

on the Scone Memorial Gateway for the title of each story, giving the correct names in the text.
Recently the secretary of the Scone RSL-Bramch has received communications from the Stoops
familyinNortrernl r el and, requesting that Stoops’ correct

Y Sy WP O |

\ﬂ\
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Above left: The Australian Third Division Memorial at Sailg-Sec, France.
Right: Her b St oo ps ’ rnGemeterys Rhotagraphs wesylohYives ohlen.

Then and Now: The Hilll 60 Tunnell

Graeme Hosken, Dubbo

Most Australian visitors to the Belgian sectwould visit Hill 60, where the Mmorial to the Australian
Tunneling Corpsstands in a small grassed areight]. The photo on the left shows the Memorial as it
appeared when first constructed on the dioeli battlefield. ; oIy :

@ Zillebeke - Hill 60. Memorial The Australian Tunnelling Company.

Above: Postcard taken from Edd "acebool
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Midshipman Armitage and the loss of the Ballarat
Greg SwindenEvatt

It is well known that during World War I, over3@ 000 Australian troops were transported by merchant

ships to the killing fields of the Middle East and Europe. Less well known is the fact that the same merchant
ships also transported many hundrefl&RAN personnel to the Northern Hemisphere as well. Throughout

the period 1914 to 1919 there was a steady stream of RAN officers and ratings traversing the oceans of the
world as passengers in merchant ships, on their way to join ships in the NortheSktediterranean, the

Pacific and South East Asia. Many also returned to Australia, via merchant ship, to take up new postings or
for discharge as ‘medically wunfit’. A few of the:
enemy action. Onenan, Midshipman George William Armitage, however, had the dubious honour of

being onboard the troopship HMABallarat when she was sunk by a GermarBbhat in the English

Channel on 28 April 1917.

Armitage was born at Houghton, South Australia, ity 1899 and joined theavy as a member of
the first entry ofcadetmidshipmen to the RAN College ir013. After graduation from theolege in 1916,
Armitage and his fellow 22 classtes, were promoted toidshipman. They were then attached to HMAS
Cerbews (the old monitor based at Williamstown Naval Depot) to await a merchant ship that would take
them to England to join ships of the British Grand Fleet. Armitage was one widskipmen allocated to
the battleship HMSCanadabased at Scapa Flow. Amondhkts draft toCanadawas Midshipman John
Collins (later Vice Admiral Sir John Calis) who became the first RANCaguate to become the Chief of
Naval Staff.

On 17" January 1917, 22 newly promoted Australaiishipmen joined the troopship A5 (RMS
Omral) for passage to EnglaffdArmitage, however, was not amongst them. As a result of an eye injury he
was left behind and was not fit to travel until mid February. ChRBebruary he joined the troopship A70
(HMAT Ballarat) at Port Melbourne and departedsialia for the war. During his time Ballarat he was
officially posted toHMAS London Depat which was the standard procedure for all RAN personnel
travelling in troopships from Australia to England (and vice versa) during World War |.

Ballarat was a P& O passeager liner built in 1911 whose amter on this voyage w&ommander
GW Cockman, DSO, RNR. (As was typical of the times, all Merchant Navy offib&ld commissions in
the RN or RAN Reserve). The ship was on her thirteenth ttaoying voyage ofthe war and had onboard
over 1 550 Australian personnel, including AIF reinforcements (mainly infantry but also men for machine
gun companies, light railway units and medical units). There were also chaplains, female nurses, civilian
munitions workers and single RAN midshipman. She also carried a mixed cargo of copper, gold bullion,
bags of wheat and general stores. The creBadfaratc ons i st ed of about 220 per
officers, seamen, stokers, cooks and stewards, wireless operakivaysitaff and a gun crew. The bulk of
the crew were merchant mariners but generally the wireless operators, signallers and gun crew were RN or
RAN Reserve personnel.

After leaving Melbourne she crossed the Bight to Albany where she arrived'¢ieBdary. After a
brief stay she proceeded to Fremantle where she arrived three days later. Shore leave was allowed and some
superstitious stokers deserted the shadieving her thirteenth voyage was unlucky. After leaving Fremantle
in early March, theBallarat crossed the Indian Ocean and arrived at Gapen, South Africa; it was here
that the troopship reoaled. The quality of the coal taken onboard at Cape Town was to prove to be inferior
and hamper the shippassage northwards.

On 23 March 1917 Ballarat sailed from Capéown, leaving behind the usual assortment of sick
troops 1in hospital and “overstayers’ of leave. Th
Sierra Leone on"8April. She then linked up with a convoy of other ships ol April for the final passage
to England, but she soon began to fall behind due to the poor quality Gape Town coand could only
manage nine knots (compared to her normal speed of 14 «no. Alt hough the ship
approval to divert to St Vincent (southern Portugal) for coaling, this was refused and the rest of the convoy
slowed down to matcB a [/ [ =slowenr pace.

While the AIF troops onboard undertook a variety of commhwluties and training to keep them
occupied, young Midshipman Ar mitage was mo s t 11k
watches and seamanship training, which was standard practice for junior navals ddfidsmrked in

8 The Royal Mail Steameé®mraharrived in England in early April 191@mrahcontinued as a troopship until sunk
by a UBoat on 13' May 1918 off Cape SpartiventSardinia.
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troopships. As an offer he was also kept apart from the main body of troops and avoided their overcrowded
living conditions and poor food.

By early on the morning of #5April 1917, the convoy had reached the English Channel and the
convoy was ordered to disperse, wighllarat directed to head into the port of Plymouth escorted by the
destroyer HMSPhoenix®. As it was AzacDay, the embarked AIF men were allowed a day of relaxation
and began to prepare for disembarkation that evening. At about 1400 hours, howevegttbEtha day
was shattered when a single torpedo struck the ship right aft, destroying the starboard propeller and flooding
the engineroom s well as putting the ship’”s 6 inch gun
and the ship eventualklowed to a halt.

Ballarat had been sighted by the Germar
submaine UB 32 about 24 miles soutlest of
Wolf Rock. The commander of the-Bbat ordered
a single torpedo fired at the midships section of t L
troopship, but the torpedo had been sighted by | | ; Vi
ship’s lookouts and Co s !
turn away from the torpedo track. The turn almag
allowed the torpedo to pass down the &hip
starboard side, but luck was with the Germans that day and the troopship was hit in thiAlstem.

HMAT A70Ballarat, s our ced fr om Bhttp:/lalhr@®easch.trippd.com/shipse lib.idnm t e :

The troopship began to settle slowly and this allowed ample time for the crew and embarked troops
to conduct an orderly transfer to the destroyapenixor to leave the ship in the lifeboats. Other ships
including the destroyers HM8ardy and HMSLookoutwe r ¢ di s pat ched to assist
and troops. Not a single life was lost in this operation and all personnel were disembarked that evening at
Devonport and spent the night in thaval barracks. The next day the men were dispersebeio training
bases and Armitage began his journey north by train to Scapa Flow.

Meanwhile, back in the English Channel, the Royal Navy diifieige took the deserteBallaratin
tow and began the attempt to get the vessel to port. The next day, hadvevarip continued to fill with
water and she eventually sank in 44 fathoms of water eight miles off the Lizard in Cornwall. Commander
Cockman was congratulated by the Admiralty for his actions in attempting to avoid the loss of his ship and
also for getihg the entire crew and troops off without a single casualty. King George V also complimented
the embarked troops for their actions in the orderly evacuation of the ship.

Armitage joined HMSCanadain early May 1917 and served in her until October 13%ghough
Canadawas a veteran of the Battle of Jutland in May 1916, her career irn1BW%aAs notably quiet; either
spent at anchor in Scapa Flow or in arduous patrolling of the North Sea, in all types of weather, in search of
the elusive German Fleet vahi, after Jutland, remained mainly in port.

In late 1918 Armitage was transferred to the Australian destroyer, HME®Brens where he
obtained his Bridge Watch Keeping Certificate. He then pursuatheemarkable career in the RAd¢ a
seaman officer, seing in a variety of ships including the destroyehgon Stalwartand Successand the
cruisers Melbourne and Sydney He was promoted to suleutenant in 1918, lieutenant in 1920 and
lieutenant commander in 1928. While temporarily attached to the seafader HMASAIbatrossin
1929/30, he was coumbartialed for being absent without leave and was severely reprimanded and lost a
year’ s seniority. In July 1930, as a result of a
Depressioff, he vas placed on half pay for a year. In July 1932 Armitage \ffastizely discharged from
the ravy by being transferred to the Emergency List of Officers.

George Armitage secured a job in the Taxation Department as a clerk in April 1932, and returned to
his native South Australia. He returned to naval service in July 1941 and served in the shof@rdpesss
(South Australia), Cerberus (Victoria), Lonsdale (Victoria), Brisbane (Queensland) andMoreton
(Queensland). During the period September 1942 to January 1943 he was briefly in command of the
converted ferry HMASoopa(employed as a depot ship for Fairmile motor launches in Moreton Bay). On

" HMS Phoenixwas an Acheron class Torpedo Boat Destroyer commissioned in 1911 and sufik\tay1¥918 by

uU-27.

8 During the period 1929933 a large number of naval personnel were discharged and recruiting virtually stopped in
order to reduce overall Defence costs during the Depression. Personnel were offered the opportunity to be discharged,
but when not enough mexame forward, men were involuntarily selected for discharge. In some cases this was done by
ballot but in most cases this was done by Divisional Officers who selected the less capable men or those who had
earned themselves a r.e pQftfaitcieorns asse l‘etcrtoeudb 1feo rma‘kreerdsw’'c t i o 1
those who had bDlotted their ‘“copy book’” in some way.
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8"April 1943 he was dischaNmgad &sr vVPeremamenndt Irye slUn
Taxation Department.

Overall George Armitage had a long but unremarkable career in the RAN, spanning two world wars
and the peace that intervened. Despite his lengthy career perhaps his most exciting memory was that day in
April 1917 when a torpedo slammed into the stern oBhllarat and eventually sent her to her final resting
place at the bottom of the English Channel.

Chief Signalman Irwin Chamberlain, Royal Australian Navy
Andrew Pittaway, Fremantle

Irwin John Chamberl ain was born in Fremantle, WA, in 1892 to Charles and Harriet Chamberlain. He was

one of six children, with Harold John being born in 1884; Eunice May in 1886; Charles Gordon in 1889;

Glyn Roy in 1894 and Effie Harriet in 1898. The family lived at Pricee$tSouth Fremantle Irwin had a

love of the ocean from a young age, which was only natural as his father was . * ;

builder and also worked for the Harbour and Lights Department in Frema

Irwin was educated in Fremantle and during this time he doihenaval
cadets. He continued this service after leaving school when he joinethihe
reserve. Y
- At the outbreak of the Great War, Irwin wa 5_;; \/ E.-;-'
—— called up fornaval duty around Fremantle Harbou % -~

and he continued this service into 1915. Of' 1 b

November 1915, Irwin was killed in an explosion @amaval launch in the

Harbour.The following article in the Western Mail describes what happened:

A sad fatality occurred at Fremantle shortly after 8pm on Friday, the victim

being a naval reservist namielrwin John Chamberlain, aged 23 years.

Deceased was doing duty alone on th

was moored at Victoria Quay mnear ‘B’

unexplained an explosion occurred, and in an instant the launchimwas

‘ ‘ flames. Chamberlain was seen splashing about in the River next to the launch,
\.’ and a man named John Paton and t he

Forrest '’ we nt t o his rescue wit hout success, for

WPC Clarke, with dragging appliances, brought the remains to the surf

near midstream. Deceased was regarded as a competent seaman, ang

risen to the rating of a leading signaller. He waswever a rather heavy g

smoker and it is thought in some way Hieveed a naked light to come i

the force of the explosion blew him overboard and rendered &5
unconscious. When the body was recovered the head, face and handg =
found to havebeen badly burnt. Although the hull of the launch
practically undamaged, the internal fittings and machinery suffe
considerably. &

The funeral for Irwin fbove leff was held on Sunday, ?1‘_ =
November, 1915 and was attended by a large crowd ingudemy of his §.
fellow sailors from the Royal Australian Navy Volunteer Reserve. He v
buried in Fremantle Cemetery, plot MON A 0330, in the Church of Engli
section.Right: I rwin’s civilian headst o™

Surprisingly, Irwin wasnever included in the Impat War Graves *-
Commission lists of war dead. In June 2011 an application was made
Andrew—Ed. ] for Irwin’s mname to be included on the ¢
This was accepted in December 2011 and Chief Signalman Irwin JohrbGhami ai n’ s name i s
among the Australian war dead of the First World War.

I rwin’ s CharlesoGordan :Chamberlain (No. 3174) enlisted in the AIF on th&2August
1915 and went away with reinforcements to th& Battalion AIF. He was transfred to the % Pioneer
Battalion and saw service with them from 191%18. He rose to the rank of warrant officer, and in
September 1918 was recommended for distinction. He did not receive a medal but was mentioned in Sir
Douglas Hai g’ s emberi9i& CharlesGordan Chatkenain returned home to WA in 1919.
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Thesadfateof t he Miranda ‘ Digger’
Letters ly Mark Adams and Merle Kavanagh; article by Jim Gainsfoashtributed by Graeme Hosken.
The followingtemswe r e t a k e StGgorge& u t ke | and Shire Lead.
December 2014and February 2012

Seeki ng st allaiter,’Dscensber@dllj
| am seeking information about the fate of the soldier statue which originally stood on the War Memorial at
Miranda Public School. Photos taken ab®@19 show the statue was atop the memorial, but later photos
indicate that it was gone.
There is a photograph in the Sutherland Shire library which shows the statue on-dréers&vagon with
what appears to be WWI returned soldiers.
A handpaintedbanir on t he wagon reads ‘Despised and Rejec
| know that it is a long time ago, but | wonder if any of your readers could throw light onto the reasons for
the statue being despised and rejected.

Mark Adams

Mount Annan

Unpopular Digger [Letter, December 2011]

Regarding the letter “Seeking statue’s story’” (Yo
Miranda Parents and Citizens Association suggested a monume >

erected to honour the Miranda men who enlisted in World War |
was built of local stone, some quarried in ylia Road and some
from the remains of Thomas b
burnt down in 1919.

A stonemason of Sylvania, Mr Dunlop, did the work free of char
aided by local men, and Mr Austen engraved the tablets.
The soldier figure was mouldedofn cement by George Evans,
bricklayer of the Kingsway, and reinforced with steel. &
An old resident, Mick Derrey, said the figure was-bfeed and the

b

structure’s total height was abou 4.5 m

2 Te.

d Hou

Despite some criticism of the figure standinggt eas e’ and not ‘at attentio
1918, by the Minister for Education, Mr James, with a Scout guard of honour and the Kogarah School Band.
But controversy continued, with some residents upset about it, and one night thevasapudied down and

buried under some stringybarks.

Undaunted, it was unearthed by some Miranda Diggers and stood
against a tree with mnotices readi:
fade away’ , ‘He rose again’ and ‘R
P & C Association’ .
The soldier statue remained on the site of Seymour Shaw Park and
Mick Derrey recalled it being in the yard of George Evans about 1923,
in full view of tram passengers.
It seems to have been interred about 1933, as an article entitled
‘Sutherland’s unknown soldier’” app
Bulletin’, in May 1996 recording
looking, he was loaded onto a council dray and dumped
unceremoniously into the tram cutting at Malvern Road, when it was
being filled 1in, by someone who wa
Merle Kavanagh
Research @icer
Sutherland Shire Historical Society Inc

Memorial may move [Article, February 2012]

An appeal has beendac hed to move Miranda’
memorial.Built in 1918, the war memorial stands at the northern end

of Central Road, Miranda, and 1s l
Anzac Day dawn services outside of the Sydney central business
district, attracting up to 5 000 people.
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It originally stood h Seymour Shaw Park but over the years, Central Road was extended, leaving the
memorial isolated on a roundabout in the middle of the road.
The memorial’s current 1 o com Anzac Day, sedidiBruce Giinylecodvenorf i ¢ u 1
ofthe Mranda RSLSub r anch war memor i al relocation committe
into the park, to provide a more appropriate plac
The park has more space to accommodate the growing crowds at mesaotiizds including large numbers
of school students. The relocated memorial will have new lighting and be accessible for people with a
di sabil i t-branch hopés ¢ haveitbhe work completed by the end of 2012.

Jim Gainsford

The Editor adds Merle Kavanagh revisited the mystery of the Miranda Digger in &
same February issue. She had found a quote by a resident that described the s

‘a grotesque figure in cement, so bi ded,
onesideofthehad, it would be difficult to ch we
Merle believes the statue, christettd ‘O1 d Di gger ’, was d1 t he

Malvern Road, but Bruce Grimley has anothertheorfie i s st il 1 m act

we think he may hae been placed in the war memorial when it was dismantled :
moved to Central Road in 1965. We wi sout w
Rightt The 2F e bruary issue of “The Leader [

Endnotes (1) Photos of MirandsVar Memorial from:
http://maritimequest.com/misc_pages/monuments_memorials/miranda_war_memo(2) Nawspaper
clippingssent to the Editoof DIGGERby MrsJoyce Telfer.

Book release:* On Dangerous Ground’
FFFAIF Member and welknown military historian/author and university
professorBruce Scateshas released a new boebkne with a differace.
Bruce has written a novel! The following is taken from the flyer for t
book:
‘In this eagerly awaited mnovel,
historians interweaves fact and fiction to -oeeate the most dramatic
moments of the Gallipoliampaign.
‘I n Ueuténaint Roy Irwin goes missing at Gallipoli. The younc
woman who loves him, and the men who fought beside him, comme
their search. Four years later, in 1919, histo@EW Bean returns to
Anzac Cove with artiseorge Lambertand soldieHarry Vickers on a
mission to uncover what went wrong with the Gallipoli campaign.
‘Forward toM&210OK 5Tr ay’ds Dg enénsuta framo
development is sidetracked by political intervention and intrig
However a flirtation wth a dynamic young woman from Army [
Intelligence uncovers lonfprgotten documents that may hold the key 'y
preserving Gallipoli’s graves.
“Thi s is a story about unresorveda 1 0S8 and rec
countries and generations. Steeped in a deep kng&letl the pastOn Dangerous Grounésks what
Gallipoli means for Australians inthetwertyi r st c¢century. ’
*On Dangerous Ground: A Gallipoli Story’ is publi
for $29.95 or as aneook for $12.95.

Vale-l van fShrapnel CharXi2e’ Sinnaeve (1953
On 13" March, after a long illness, lvan passed away peacefully at hospital in Belgium. He was a much
valued member of FFFAIF who dedicated his life to the memory of the soldiers from all Allied nations who
came to the defence of ahlils Wavcaatlclose tb adhiaving thedifiyée wa r t
thousand “soldiers?’ he set out t o make,; one for e
made with the lead from WWI shrapnel shells found on the former battlefields of the Ypred. Sadie
embodied the true spirit of Digger Heritage and will be sadly misSeghftp://fffaif.org.au/?p=10453
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An Anzac: Corporal 705 Marshal Roy Macdonald, 2" Battalion
Maurice Campbell, Dubbo, witthanks to Jean Chase.

Marshal Roy Macdonald was born at Merewether near Newcastle 8rS2ptember 1893 to David Laurie
Macdonald and Annie (nee Marshal). Roy (as he was known) was the second eldest child in a family of six
sisters and theebrothersThef a mi | y home where Roy grew up was ° Bl
; . Roy’ s father, David, wa s ver
movement and it was more than likely that Roy and his
brothers and sisters were better than average swimmers.
[Left: Roy (left) with his father and a brother, 1913.]
In 1911, Roy and his best mat&tephen Harold
Perry, were selected amongst the 142 senior cadets to
travel to England for the coronation ceremony of King
George V and Queen Mary. The coronation cadet
contingentsailed on thélhemistoclesn 1911 and was to
be overseas for nearly seven
1911 diary has many fascinating entries of this
marvellous journey, including visits to famous Boer War
battle sites and memorials. Getting closer to Ergyldne Themistoclesounded Eddystone nghthouse on
14" June 1911 at 6.30am, passing the liner RE§mpic which was on its g
maiden voyage to America. THénemistocleslocked at Plymouth at 7.30am. |
Plymouth Harbour were about a dozen destroyers alongsidege number of
battle ships anchored in the bay. The ship again departed at 9am, arrivi
London at 5am the next day, where it continued onto Tilbury where most o
luggage was landed. Roy recorded in his digg: again sailed for Albert docks
and arrived here at 2.30pm at No. 6 dock where a special train was caug
arrival. We marched to Victoria Street Station and booked the electric train
Crystal Palace[Right: Roy as a cadeBelow. The Australian cadet continge
arrives at Londonatks.]

During the first day of thearonation the senior
cadets were placed opposite Buckingham Palace. On the
second day they were on Westminster Bridge. Later,
when the King reviewed the Navy, the contingent was
given access to HM8lucky The Austrakan cadets had
great success in riflshooting at Bisley where they won
the Fremantle Cup, beating the Canadian contingent.

One phase of t he contin
England proved to be a revelation to the English people.
Included among the cadetere several members of life
saving clubs in New South Wales and they gave
practical demonstrations of life saving with the reel on

: beaches at Brighton, Bour nem
saving’ at that time was an u ndifficultiespncrudermethodsnwer€ n g1 a
employed to save him. English folk were greatly impressed with the Australian system and began to
implement the Australian methods.

Below is an extract from a London newspaper:

LORD ROBERTS

No cadet living will ever forgeghe kindness and encouragement of Lord Roberts. When they were in

London he dined with them frequently, discussed their training with them and encouraged them in

every possible way. At that time, Lord Roberts was doing his best to arouse public interest

defence, and one remark he made in the course of an address to the cadets is of lasting aterest
memorial to all that he ted to achieve. He saidtothemYou ar e of feri ng—us an

an example which | sincerely hope and trust oeogie in this country will follow. | consider it a

disgrace to them that they should be without the system that you have got in Australia, and that New

Zealand has also. Those dominions have adopted the universal military training which is absolutely

necesary to the safety of the country, and trust that it will not be long before our people wake up to

the necessity of following your example. @ Tt 1
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this speech, military training came into operation in Aalé, and the cadets paraded to mark the
occasion.

[Left: The cadets’ <¢amp

The cadets visited places of historical
interest in Great Britain, and many of

them enjoyed a holiday on the
Continent. After seven months of
travelling, of many unforgettable
experiencesand valuable education,

they returned to Sydney. Cadets who

were present at the Coronation in

1911 were afterwards presented with

the Kin g’ s Me d a | by t
GovernorGeneral, Lord Denman, at
Government House, Sydney. The
expediton, if one may call it such,

had a twofold object- first to be

present at the Coronation, and second to train the cadets by practical experience for commissioned rank. The
success of the latter object was magnificently achieved when the number of wdubetbecame
commissioned officers during the Great War is considered.

Given his military background, it is no surprise that Roy was an early enlistment in the AlF, joining
up on 28 August 1914. He had been working as a salesman and was 20 years olkvenéisted. Roy was
given the service number of 705 and allocated to A2 t t a 1 i o n , as a sergeant
Liverpool Camp.

Roy embarked from Sydney onboard Swffolkon 18"Oct ober . In Egypt he wa
Company. Below. Sgt Roy Macdonald is seated on the right of the front row. With him are the men of No. 8
Section ¢ C’ C & BrpBaokyow, | © r: Privates AE Dowse, LJ Brownsmith, R Burns, RD Murray,

HM Patfield, W Peat, PJ Haughey. Front row: Privates JE BourIHejes H Courtis, JA Sykes.]
i Roy was with the
Battalion when it landed on
3 Anzac on 28 April 1915. Soon
s after the Landing, Roy wrote a
letter home which was later
published in t he
Her al d’ :
LIVING LIKE RABBITS
NEWCASTLE, Wednesday.
Sergeant  Marshal Roy
Macdonald, a son of Mr DL
Macdonald, of Newcastle,
writing from the trenches in
Galipoli under date May 10,
. says:We had a very hard job in
TPISBINSE  PreBRewsWTi  pyeBuAns R PreMoRamY KD Prefremio PmPear Ty ] making a landing last Sunday
i - oee Abucur T munagﬁmfmﬁ RAYKES Nk Sor Macnomalzz MR . WGEK, and suffered heav”y_ |

am glad to say that | have got s fvithout even a scratch.

Our officers got it hot and strong, most of them being put out of action during the first three days.

We are now well entrenched, and hardly ever hear of any casualties. The stray bullets and shells do

most damage to us when ae spelling behind the trenches. We live like a lot of rabbits, and you

should see us scatter to our holes when the shrapnel starts.

Shrapnel has done alll the damage to us,; t heir

anything of the battlelt is too terrible. Men were killed and wounded all around me. | tBitEn

Carpenter of Newcastl!l e, wi [l 1 get t he VC or DCM. H

men had been sunk by a shell, and saved some of them.

Referring to the death of Gmiel Braund, Sergeant Macdonald shgswas a great man, and was

twice mentioned in despatches. TA&Rattalion has made a great name for itself.
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At the time of the battle for Lone Pine, Roy was
6" August asthe™®Bat talion charged the Turkish trenches.
Her al @ctober 1915, one day after his parents learned of the loss of their son:
SERGEANT ROY MACDONALD
HIS DEATH REPORTED
Mr and Mrs DL Macdonaldp f ‘Bl air At hol Zar a Street, N
yesterday, when they were informed in a letter from the front, that their son, Sergeant Macdonald,
was killed in action on August's
On September"® Sergeant Ma c d dather tathleédsbestwishes fhorh home, arid iary
hour after received a cable message from the Defence Department, advising that his son was
reported missing since T4August. Since the date Mvlacdonald has cabled to Egypt and
endeavoured also, through the fBece Department, in Australia, to glean some tidings of his son,
but all without result. The Defence Department promised to raatkerough investigation, but
apparently the investigation was not thorough, for the sad news remained to be conveyetdin a let
from the trenches. The late Sergea’Batalionddonal
Brigade. The letter, which is dated August”‘Z(Ds from ;
Corporal AC Mclnnes of the same company as the la
Sergeant Macdonald, and is as follows:
“ D e Mrrand Mrs Macdonald; It is with extreme regret | »
am writing, asking you to accept my deepest sympathy in
loss of your son here on th8 6f August.
“"Roy was killed in a bayown
us by our General as being magnificefithe one great
consolation you have is he died like the brave soldier he
Never flinching in his duty, he had endeared himself to all
comrades; and we can ill afford to lose such lads as he. | g  »
speaking to him a few hours before, and his deteatitin 4 | S
was that the enemy in front of us had to be shifted; and
had the satisfaction of knowing it was done before he w
Lieutenant Colonel Scobigvas lost in the same engagemerg.~
HP Brownwa s wounded. Roy s mal.
to convey to yaself, Mrs Macdonald, and family, their"
heartfelt sympathy in your sad bereavement, and assure
when things settle down we will try to attend to his gravej
as a brave boy deserves.
The late Sergeant Roy Macdonald came from of one ‘
oldest familis on the Hunter River Valley. His great grandfather (W|II|am Macdonald son of John
Macdonald) arrived in Newcastle in the thirties, and was one of the early free settlers on the
Paterson River, and the descendants have lived in the Hunter district. ¢&asdd soldier was a
direct descendant of Lord Macdonald (Ne Mare et ne Terras). He was 21 years and 11 months old at
the time of his deatijiAbove right: Roy Macdonald in camp.]

as ke

Roy Macdonald has no known grave and is commemorated on the Lone Pineidiémaone
Missing, Panel 16. His family did receive his identity disc, which was most likely taken from his body when
he was buried (probably hurriedly).
The history of the ¥ Bat t al i on, CNulli Secundus’ (FW Tay
preparabns for the charge at Lone Pine:
On his return to his headquarters from the brigade conference at midday on"th®&c@bie
immediately commenced to issue his instructions. He ordered a conference of company commanders
and specialist officers for 3pm. Metame, all ranks were to be issued with, and to sew on, white
armbands and white patches, the latter to be placed on the back of the tunic just below the collar, the
purpose being to make the men easily and quickly distinguishable to one another fraenikiead!
bayonets were to be sharpened in anticipation of close fighting.

The?Battalion war diary had YAugust[extractsonlyy about ¢ D’
1730... * D Coy with 60 shovels and 40 pirccodd had
be seen lining the enemy parados ... The enemy’
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guns also came into action at once & combined with the rifle fire from Lone Pine and enfilade fire
from the enemy’s trenc hveesn ifnugr tbheetrweseonu tohu,r t& et hs
was heavily swept with fire.

1900... A1 1 hands busy consolidating the position.
1915... The two sandbags carried by every man proved very useful to enable us to build barricades,
and helped us to access the Turkisitm@unication Trench.

21300ur wounded lying all over the trenches and are temporarily hampering movement.

Aug 7" 1000A start made to clear the trenches of dead and wounded.

1215We find that material captured in our section, includes two damaged magcimsesome spare

barrels, a belt filling machine, several boxes of belted ammo, thirty rifles and bayonets, sixty cricket
ball bombs and several thousand rounds of ammo.

It seems 1likely that Roy was kinhalne’ds ilna ntdh ea sr uhsihs
picks, shovels and sandbags across to aid in con:¢
letter that Macdonoafl dk nhoawdi ntgh et h‘asta ttihsef aTturikosn " had b
may have lingered for a short while after being wounded.

"Normueistobewrlttononthlulduxcoptthof [Left: Roy completed this field postcard the day
L ive aha slgnatm-e of the sender. Sentences before he was killed. His message is contained in
e Nqulm d may ho erased. If anything the words or linesmot crossedout. Below, top

: Roy’s phot o'tBataliphlines & Mena ¢ 2
else Is added the post card will be destroyed. near CairoBelow, bottort The Sphinx. |

B

I am quite. well = 3
zmbmthmmmz
{ sich =) am-going-on-well. -
wounded.. aﬂd_bape_mmzscbm@i,iqgw
Iam bew WWM%e, ;
4 I-*Mvé'fm&m»— letegrani,,
L Ut
Letter follows at first opportunity. -

7 hcwe received 1.0 letter from you
( lately. :
U for-utomg-

Signature }

. 5/s f//a

[Postaﬂe must {;e pze atd op any letter or post card
addx essed to the sender of this card.]

(K}"ed b-5 /‘;f;)‘

Lone Pinc.

(b10558) Wt wsm—aa 860m. 5/15. s&s :

64 EGYPT. — Tourists at the Pyramids — LL. YW '% v
& Vs . s : %o ae * % il 55 % pun

Endnotes ( 1) Ro y ’StephemHareld Pemyaenlisted as Private 703 in th& Battalion on 18

August 1914. He was promoted to sengeon 28 S e pt e mbe r 1914 but didn’t 1
during disembarkation practice at Lemnos 8nApril 1915, injuring his right knee severely enough to see

him returned to Australia in July. After rest, he sailed overseas for the séwendrt 14' April 1916 with

the 17" R/2™ Bn. He was wounded in action on*2Bebruary 1917 (now a lieutenant) and RTA' 21l

1917. He embarked for the third time off Eebruary 1918 and spent the rest of the war with t

Training Battalionand he Australian School of Musketry. (2) (
being wounded at Lone Pindorace Parker Brown also enlisted on 8August 1914 asesgeant 589 in

the 2 Battalion. He returned to Australia for recovery aneemgbarked on *iMay 1916 with the 35

Battalion as a'? lieutenant. He was later transferred to the.ight Trench Mortar Battery with the rank of
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captain. Captain Brown was killed on"lRlay 1917. Gunner 571 Swift had this to sa&t Le Bizet, some
time in May, | saw a Hun aeroplane brought down by our gunners behind our lines. | was in the village at
this time and | saw Capt. Brown come out of the Orderly Room remarking that some of the mearevho
running over to look at it were likely to get hit as the enemy were sure to try to smash the plane. He went
over to get the men back. That was about 11,00pm. In the evening | heard from the other fellows that he had
got hit by a shell. He was closg the Dressing Station at the time. The men said he was killed but | do not
know whether it was instantaneous. | helped to bury him. His grave is in a Military Cemetery at Le Bizet on
the left of Houplines. It was a proper military funeral, a chaplain cated the service. | saw the cross
’ being made for his grave. He was a commander of theT®1B. He
" treated a man as a man and he was
| we s Brown is buried at Tancrez Farm Military Cemetery, Grave
II.LF.11, Ploegsteert, Belgin. (3) Private 658 Alfred Charles
Mclnnes enlisted on the same day as Macdonald. He was wounded
three times during his service and finished the war as a sergeant in the
54" Battalion. (4) Memories and mementoes of Roy courtesy of Jean
. Chase, Shane and @h Parry. (5) Harry Willey told the story of

| Stanley Carpenter DCM in DIGGER 32. [Left: Roy Macdona
j service medals and identity didWedals— | to r: 1415 Star; Victory
Medal Brltlsh War Medal 19220 but with War Medal 193495 ribbon attachedL911 Coronation Medd).
(6) Roy reverted to the rank of corporal before the Battle of Lone Pine

0\
« iR E

New South Wales Coronation Cadets Contingent 1911, Worthing, UK

Roy Macdonald is standingt right in the back row. The cadet second from the left in the back row is
Arthur Barnes of Wellington, NSW. Most of these young men are likely to have enlisted in the AIF which
began some three years later. If readers recognise anyone else in the phwga;qieact the Editor.

Provisional notice of 2012 AGM date and venue
At the time of printing the weekend 015-16" Septemberis the first choice forthe 2012 FFFAIF AGM.
The peferred venue i€anberra. Second choice i89-30" September possibly inthe Blue Mountains.
The ommittee will make a firm decision after further investigation of thasssibilities and will notify,
members of finatlateand venue vi®IGGER40 maitout and email.
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Members of the Recruiting Train, 1917
Graeme Hosken, Dubbo

The photo below was amongst a wonderful collection of photos (nearly all of'thegh? Horse Regiment)

supplied by membed e anet t eo fO’NBarrireonmi n e . J ewhyn whent @ where dhis’ t k
particular photograph was taken. At first glance, it was obvious by the eucalypt trees and the presence of

civilians that the photograph wasost likelyt a ke n i n Australia. When saving
wi t h MM wthaught it mightanaké a good cover picture BdGGERone day.

When | returned to look at the photo a second time, | noticed that the soldier standing to our right of the MM
winner vho isstanding, centre) was actually wearing a Victoria Cross mewhitibabon on his chest. Who
better to identify the soldier than member Harry Willey, who haautboreda book on VC winners?

It took Harrylittle more than a second to recognise the VC winnaW#igam Jackson of the 17
Battalion. (Harry, in fact, leresearched Jackson intensively and wratexensiveprofile on Jackson in
DIGGER17, pages 3B7.)

Harry’'s DiGBERme he¢ i bmed that soon afterJuyd¥ks on’ s
he accepted the offer of the [NSW] State Recrui@emtre to participate in a recruiting tour, commencing
ond"July. On his first trip, Jackson visited Hay a:
was greeted as the returning hero (rightfully so, given the deed for which he was award€j. t

Harry’s article gave the mnames o fSergeant @medeh ot h
DCM, Private George Reginald Salisbury MMandPrivate Stewart MM.

Mention of a ‘Stewart MM’ r ¢ Munmodaedd!l inaluded @ f a
‘*Wellington’s Finest’” (T Munro & G Hosken, 2005) .
The recruiting train, which arrived here this morning, had on a good number of men from the west
(recruiters). The staff, which is Iday Mr FA Buckleton, an old South African veteran, consists of many
Anzac heroes.

The outstanding personality Rrivate W Jackson, VC, DCMHe lost his right arm in the battle of Beis

Grenier, France. Jackson in this battle was going out for his fourth wounded man, whet burst over

him, blew him back into the trench and blew his arm off. Tying a tourniquet on his stump, he found Lieut
Camden (his mate), was still out, and went out after him, and meeting, they got back together, Camden
helping Jackson back. Jacksoowd not allow the doctor to give him an anaesthetic when about to cut the
stump of f. So the doctor sent for six strong men.
hold you down, ' said the doctor,t, yomtr idatr mo,jfnfu,s t
holding out &kisomaitmednar mny "  holding down’
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Private Stewart, MM won his medal when he was only 15 years of age. He was two years at the front, and
was never wounded, and won the Military Medal for distingedsbravery in the field. Since his return he

has gained promotion, and is now Lieut Stewart of the Commonwealth Military Forces. He is anxious to
return to the front, and is only waiting until he is 18.

Lieut Camden, DCM had a hole blown in his thigh itme Bois Grenier battle while bringing in wounded
men. He won his DCM there.

Sergt Salisbury, MM of the Camel Corps, saw service in Egypt and Palestine, and distinguished himself by
gallantly rescuing three wounded comrades.

SergtMajor Donaldisknownas Li t t l e Ti ¢ h,
and fought through France.

Corporal McNamarais another Anzac, sent home wounded, and is also a good speaker. At Bourke,
according to the “We s t e rismdestribed g thie fihest Macriiting: efforuever s p
heard there, besides being an el ocutionary maste
brought [ umps into good memdggaethy oadnsd WhWIW. he &
Private Sgnceris the chauffeur and he also saw much exciting work with the glorious Army Service Corps

at the front.

>

because of his height

| came to the conclusion that the photograph was in fact a snapshot of members of the recruiting team from
1917. But, apart from Jackson, who wtre others in the photo?

The two young ladies in the photo appear to be sisters, judgi
by their close resemblance. | thought | could also see some likene
Jackson and a visit to the NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages wel
revealed that John and Adelaide Jackson hadstwdving daughters old
enough to match the girls in the photo: Elizabeth (born Hay, 1896)
Catherine (born Hay, 1901). These girls would have been 21 and 16
old in 1917.

If the girls are William Ja
elderly gentleman partly obscured in the back row was John Jack
William’s father. (William’s
[Right: Cropped studio portrait of William Jackson VC. Australian
Memorial Negative Number A02641A.]

Seven soldiers weli@ the train when they visited Welllngton ir — i/
November 1917, but only six appear in the photograph. This might" @ =&
explained by the recruiting team travelling by train to Hay, obviating the need for a chauffeur, or it could be
that one of the seven was tagfithe photo. The Model T Ford in the photograph may have belonged to Mr
Jackson and conveyed some of the party to Gunbar from the nearest station at Carrathool. (Note that William
is wearing the style of dust coat popular with motorists in the earlyadays travel.)

Trevor and I could find no “Stewart MM’ who he
a quandary until we discovered (anl Bn researcher Phil Mannell concurred with us and Harry) that
“Stewart’ shoul d Pivater 8224 bLeuisnAndfew tStuartrenlisted with the %
Reinforcements for the IBattalionon 1f August 1915, not long after he
with a date of birth of ® October 1898, he was 16 when he enlisted. His mother and nkixt whs Mrs
Stephanie Stuart, c/o Doctor Woods, Wellington. Tharéd 7 Reinforcements for the {'&vere transferred
to the &' Battalion and it was while serving with this unit at Flers that Stuart was awarded the Military Medal
for conspicuousgallat ry in an attack on the eneiNovermberd916,nc h e
when, under a heavy barrage, he carried messages over 700 yards -gitshélcountry from a strong point
to Battalion HQ. He twice did the journey, crossing-Ma » land on each occasion, owing to the heavy
rains, he often fell shoulder deep in shell holes and was wet to the skin. He was cheerful throughout and
showed an absolute disregard for danger. The information he brought in proved very valuable at a critical
stage of the operations.

Stuart returned to Australia with shell shock but possibly because he was also found to {agender
He was part of the recruiting train until its disbandment and he returned to the Western Front in April 1918,
serving assunner 3%494in the 3 Division Ammunition Column.

Presumably, the boyidboking MM winner in the centre of the photo is Stuart. However, to help
with identification my next step was to gather data on the recruiting train team from their service records,
withthe intention of establishing who was where’ i
informationl found:

13
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Name and age
enlistment; unit/s;
war occupation

on
pre-

Physical characteristics

Citation

Enlistment details; fate

Pte 3224B Louis Andrew
Stuart MM , stated he wa
18 but really 16 yearg
Allocated to 18 Bn, but
transferred to "8 Bn. Later
39 DAC. Agriculturalist.

WWI service record
amalgamated with WWII
not available onlinat time
of writing.

See previous page rfoMM
citation.

RTA second time 23/6/19
Enlisted in WWIl and
served as V5711 (was
resident of St Kilda, Vic)
Discharged 13/11/45; lag
unit was 11 District
Records Office LHQ.

Sgt 503 (Lieut) Hugh
Allison Camden DCM,
aged 23. Served with {9
Bn. Forenan labourer from
Moree.

Hei ght 5773
140lb; fair complexion,
green eyes, brown hair.

Awarded DCM for
conspicuous gallantry whe|
rescuing a wounded mg
[Pte Robinson] under heay
fire after a raid on thg
enemy’ s t ren

Enlisted 1/3/15, RTA
17/3/17. WIA27/7/16 with
gunshot wound to thigh
Discharged 20/6/17
Incapacity pension clain
was knocked back as H

knocked over by a shef was ‘not inc
while  performing this| widow was living in
plucky act. He is a fing Neutral Bay in 1967.
scout.
Pte 2004 (Sgt) George He i gh't 5’ 4 ! Mentioned in Despatche Enlisted 14/6/15; RTA
Reginald Salisbury MM; | 134lb; fresh complexion| f o r “val uab 21/11/16. WIA gunshot
aged 20. First allocated 1 brown eyes, black hair. render ed’ 1/]rightthigh (severe)10/8/16
39 Reinf/17" Bn, then 7" August 1916, for Also suffered from otitis
transferred to % Coy, assisting to carry out| media. Discharged 18/1/1
Imperial Camel Corps Private Oates (since die( Was living at Ahfield in

1/2/16. Orderman.

under very heavy fire. H
showed great coolness a
bravery under fire.

1920 and in Mayfield in
1967.

Sgt Mjr Donald was
probably CQMS 584
Bruce Glencairn Donald,
aged 24. Served with"®
Bn. Builder.

Hei ght 57 4%”
Tich’]; we i g
complexion, black hair.

No award but must hav
been a goo soldier as hg
was made Colour Serged
then CQMS. Had eight
years militia experience.

Enlisted 178/14; RTA
5/7/15. WIA on Gallipoli,
9/5/15 (probably shrapng
wound to back ang
concussion). Discharge
10/12/15.

Corporal McNamara was
possibly1782 PteAndrew
McNamara, aged 44,
Served with the 13 Bn.

Hei ght 5107
4lb. Dark complexion, blug
eyes and grey hair.

No bravery award.

Enlisted 8/1/15. Wounde
on Anzac 7/8/15, gunshg
wound to hand. RTA
8/5/16; discharged 14/8/1¢

Labourer. Living at Liverpool in
1918.

Private  Spencer was| He i gh't 5 4 %”| No bravery award. Enlisted 16/9/14, RTA

probably Driver 1479 | Florid complexion, light 13/2A7. Was troubled by

Oliver George Spencer
aged 22.Served with the
17" Ammunition Sub Park
2" Army HQ and & Army
Service Corps. Was

motor driverpre-war.

blue eyes and light brow
hair.

varicose veins and old le
fractures, which he seemse
torebr e ak (°s
France, 17/9/16. Was se
to Australia for rest but wa
discharged 17/5/17.

While | cannot be definite about the identity of the final three soldiers, | am fairly confident | have found the
right men. Unfortunately, no photos of the six men are in the AWM collection to allow an easy comparison
and hence ideifiication.

So, who do | think is where in the photo? Jackson is known, and the MM winner must be Stuart
rather than Salisbury, based on his youthful appearance and hair colour. The soldier on the left with the
walking stick could be Camden or Salisburyta# t h recei ved thigh wounds.
being Salisbury, as 1 believe Camden 1is the one
(kneeling). The soldier standing on the donhisht I
stature. That leaves the soldier at the front, who due to his slightly older face, | am taking to be Andrew
McNamara. That leaves Private Spencer behind the camera! If any readers have photos of any of these men,
or alternative theories, the writezould be pleased to hear from you.
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Endnotes (1) OnJune 121 915, George Salisbury’s father, Fred,
George to enlist. He statedhough my only son, | feel that he is only doing what | would have him do &
what | myself would do under similar conditions, & trust that he will do his share in making the name of
Australiaonetobe proudof.he only blemish on George’s record w
40 minutes. (2) The issue of Jackson receiving@ and a < DCM’ is well cove.
DIGGERL17. Jackson was only awarded the VC but there was confusion as to whether he was also approved
for the DCM. (3) The author would like to thank Trevor Munro, Harry Willey and Phillip Mannelldipr h
with this story. (4) Louwuis Stuart’s return to his
as the newspaper extract below fronf November 1917 reveals:

MEDAL LOST, THEN FOUND
On Tuesday, when crossing the Macquarie Bridge, Private Stewart, MM, lost
his medal, which somehow became detached from its clasp. His distress may
be imagined, when it is remembered that this great and honourable
distinction cannot be duplicated. He had to leave Wellington heavy with
his sense of loss, but for tunately Mr H Dray found the medal, and handed
it to Mr H M Blackmore, who has forwarded it on to Private Stewart.

Henderson brothers buried side by side in Adelaide Cemetery
Mike Goodwin, Mackay

Private 3326 Hugh Henderson, 35" Battalion

Hugh Henderson born on 2% April, 1899, was the son of Stephen and Helen Henderson and was from
Sutton Forest in NSW. He was a student and enlisted Briulg, 1917 not long after his T®irthday.
Unfortunately, Hugh would not live to see his™®irthday. He embarked Australia with the" 8
Reinforcements to the 8Battalion on 2 August and was taken on strength into th& iB5France on 12

February, 1918. His life as a soldier svahort, as he was severely wounded BrAgril near Villers
Bretonneux with a gunshot wound that fractured his arm and penetrated his abdomen. It may not have been
this wound that killed him, though, as a Red Cross report from Private Atkinson.stat@sad just taken

over the Iline .. when Fri "and demderson was avoundedilater onshatr n i &
morning. He walked with another man to the RAP. While waiting with others in an ambulance to take them
down to the dressing station a big KBell burst close by and killed them aflugh was initially buriecht

the side of Amiens Rodult his body was laterfient erred into Adelaide Cemet
Ronald, was killed five days later in a nearby area. In April 1920, Stephetletsen received a letter
informing him that his sons were lying side by side in Adelaide Cemetery.

Lieutenant Ronald Grahame Henderson MC, 18" Battalion

Hu g h’ s Ponatd Hénderson was born on tSJuIy, 1892 and was working as a bank clerk when he
enlisted on 1% April, 1915. He joined the 1BBattalion in Egypt on 10 January, 1916. Ronald was
wounded in the thigh by shrapnel in France Briiine 1916 and spent three months in hospital recovering.
After rejoining his battalion in September, he rose steadily through the ranks and was commissioned as a
lieutenant on % June, 1917. He was wounded again at Broodseinde Ridg¥ 6ttéber, 1917gunshot

wounds to both arms and right hand) only weeks after the action which saw him awarded the Military Cross.
The citation for this award readas Brigade Intelligence Officer he showed absolute disregard of personal
safety during the first 4 hours the attack on the 20Sept, 1917 near Westhoek Ridge. Brigade HQ was
under constant enemy shellfire. This officer remained at his post throughout, getting most valuable
information, and on the capture of the Green line, moved forward and went alomgpd¢ke line, bringing

back an accurate sketch of the frontlinRsonal d’ s event ful career was cu
shell explosion in the French village of Gentelles &hAgril, 1918. There are numerous Red Cross
accounts, witlPrivate 6838Frank Sanders stating:On April 9" we arrived in Gentelles just after midnight.

A little after 7.30 when we were getting up the Germans began shelling us heavily. One shell fell close to Lt
Henderson, who was not far from me, and the concussion killed him; thefsigyaso marks on himAll

Red Cross reports support this and they all report that he was buried just out of Gentelles. After the war,
Ronald’s body was recovered and he was bCapiaed nex
JBLanema de <c¢c omme nt a baoter,tstatiRgdenvasladine chagancharvery popular officer.

Endnote: On their sons’ epitaphs, Stephen and Hel en 1
Hugh as ‘NobEt & Loving’
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Personal reflections on Anzac Day
Dianne De BellisUniSA

| was looking at a war memorial in an Australian country town with an old school friend who commented on
the fact that she was disgusted at war memorials and Anzac Day because they glorified war. This was what
we used to think as teenagers, but drtetd to reflect that perhaps there were more complex issues
underpinning war commemoration. The more | thought about it the more | wondered about the meaning and
social function of war memorials and Anzac Day. | then became intrigued with the ideauthgtpgmple in
the2f'Century were going to Gallipoli on ‘pilgrimag:c¢
What were their motives? They would be unlikely to have had a personal sense of grief or loss, in that we
tend not to have direct emotidr@nnections with our gre@reatgrandparents. What did they expect? Why

did they see it as important or meaningful? More importantly, what had changed since | was young in the
1960s? | started by looking at myself in relation to the Anzac legend amdéigan to research the Anzac

story.

I do not recall any history of Anzac feeling or participation in our family. My paternal grandparents
were immigrants from Italy; my father was too young to enlist in World War Il until just before the end of
the war ad my maternal grandfather did not serve in the army. The war was never a topic of conversation at
home and my mother had no recollection of any discussion of the war or Anzac Day when she was young.
The first | heard about Anzac would have been at sclattblpugh | have forgotten any Anzac activities or
ceremonies.

In the 1960s | became more aware of the impact of war, and by association the Anzac story, when
conscription was introduced for the Vietham War. As a student and teenager, | was caughheip in
moratorium and protest demonstrations. I say ‘ca
political or social implications, | was more worried about boys of my own age going into the army and not
being available for boyfriend duties. | kngawung men who were conscripted and hated it, yet | also knew
boys who valued very highly their masculine identity as a soldier. My friend next door had a boyfriend who
was a conscientious objector and who only escaped legal prosecution due to the éméNafiboal Service
and Australia’s combat role in the Vietnam War. I
visiting her and we were all forbidden to associate with him. His relationship with his best friend who had
joined the Citizen Miliary Force (CMF) became strained and uncomfortable. This was probably my first
experience of a heightened emotional reaction to war and associated social action. Needless to say we defied
the ban and met up with him at university or a café in the cityd/@ot connect our experience with the
old men of Anzac Day.

We saw Anzac Day act i vi-geryicemen wauld gebdsunkzapd maddliny — w h
together. My friends and | thought this was masculine, chauvinistic, indulgent and somehow glaséying
The Vietnam conflict, the moratorium and the withdrawal of Australian combat troops further confused us
and our niave reactions to the issues. As a young feminist | had a vague distaste for Anzac activities and
disapproved of the glorification of wérat was somehow implied on Anzac Day.

To try to understand Anzac in the®2dentury | started to research the topic and read as widely as
possible. | read’he Broken Yearl974) by Bill GammageBigger Than Gallipoli2004) by Liz Reed, then
someofBen’s historical wor k aBigesating, thFdherdicdhenv@ain Australigho 1 1 o
war writing (1987) by Robin Gerster. | watched the figallipoli (1981) and foundhe Anzac BooKl916),
edited by Bean, in my local library. | looked at the Ausa 1 i an War Memorial’s we
government websites.

| began to feel some engagement with and compassion for the Anzac story. Gammage, particularly,
describes the Gallipoli debacle with detail and sensitivity, and as | read | becameeategiyp more
sympathetic and understanding. While I can see tl
and appreciated Gerster’s ability to reveal what
mys el f ¢ f ddtarteddogecdgnrise the aeritral strength at the core of the myth and thought maybe
that is why it has endured. | wondered about public grieving although | came to the conclusion that is not
what comme moration i s. Thewaringtbdt gawedl! , phbonas d
the Dawn Service or Anzac commemoration. There 1s
although t hat does not apply t o somet hing t hat
Commemorabns by their nature keep the issues alive, but provide some containment to make the grief
manageable.

Perhaps for individuals who were directly affected it was a way of packaging and dealing with grief
over the unimaginable and unnatural death of thengptheir children. Maybe for the rest of us it is the
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expression of vicarious grief with some relief, or relief with some grief, that it is not us or our children and
not in our time.

| decided to go to the next Anzac Day Dawn Service. | think grigbasstrong an emotion to
describe commemoration. It seems right for a funeral, but not commemoration. There is a sense of distance;
the emotion is controlled and ceremonial, a bit removed, with some sanitisation. The statues and memorial
plagues either gkify or reduce it to something manageable. It is a ceremonial phenomenon. People making
the pilgrimage certainly seem to feel a genuine emotional connection once they are there, but what motivates
them to go in the first place? Why does it still resoiata postcolonial culture? It is undoubtedly a social
performance and ritual but with genuine emotional responses. There is a mystique of the military life and the
connection of manliness/masculinity with bravery and competence in war. Is this a matesibflity or
philosophy?

| attended the local Dawn Service and although | recognised the signs and rituals of mourning and
commemoration, | was still underwhelmed. | was surprised at the number of people phatvably 600. It
seemedverystandardwit al 1 the right “bits’. I then watched
Dawn Service. There were also documentaries on various things about Gallipoli and the Anzacs. There was
not much on the individuals going to Gallipoli, no interviewswch. Many words loaded with meaning and
emotion were used such as “sacred”’ and ‘national
but I was still puzzled by the whole thing.

| discovered from my mother that two of my great uncles seirvétlorld War I, one of whom is
commemorated on the Menin Gate at leper in Belgium. In 2007 the National Archives of Australia released
digitised access to the war service records of participants in World War I. My mother and | looked at the
records of hetJncle Maynard and it was a surprising experience. He was killed in September 1917 and has
no known grave. Looking at the records connected us to him through the text. We also felt connected to the
people who were involved with the original documents, dleeks and medical staff who filled out and
signed various forms. The records have been scanned and digitised and appear in their original form. Many
are handwritten, sepieoloured digital copies and because of this they seem very immediate and real. His
record has 32 pages. Then we saw where his mother had signed a receipt for his effects, medals and a
memorial plaque, a year after his death, and that triggered an emotional ati#egriediction in both of us.

We each had a vivid empathy with a grievingther facing a devastating loss but still having to do mundane
things like sign official documents.

There was a connection between myself and my mother as we had a similar reaction to seeing his
mot hemy sgr eat g +signature or the daments. The public access means that the text also
connected me and Mum to the experience of everyo:
records. | realised there would be a lot of great uncles who died in World War I. Most of them avere to
young to have been married with a family and so would never be fathers or grandfathers. Mum then
r e me mbered t hat as a child s he wa s instructed n
grandmother’”s hearing as iisanexamplecotian Active attempbat sikemntc h
repression for compassionate reasons eventually turning into family forgetting. My mother also recalled two
of her uncl es who had returned from the war wi t
described it. She remembered as a child being frightened of these uncles.

This is one way that the myth is perpetuated; now that there are no more World War | veterans still
living, various texts are all we have. The increased access to such personamsa@srservice records also
increases the connectivity of the pres

generation through the texts. This was the mom
when | fully understood an emotional connectig
to Gallipoli and the Anzac legend across tif
generations. | had a deep sense of losenfr
looking at the service records of Uncle Maynard
never knew of him until then and | had n
connection with my great grandmother until | sal
her signature on those documentigHt]. The
moment when she signed for those five pathe
items must have lem terrible indeed, and thd
moment my mother and | saw her signature w
an emotional moment for both of us.

The irony was that, while feeling sympathy and sorrow for Uncle Maynard, my emotional

connection was with my great grandmother.
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This emotionalresponse provided the motivation for more reading and study. My further reading
opened up other ways of thinking about commemorating Anzac, questioning the role of women in Anzac

Day and the role and attitudes of those veterans whused to be involvechiAnzac [ay. | also became

interested in those soldiers who did not seem to fit the Anzac legend. The consequence of close reading and

subsequent analysis was to provide distancing;

a

well as a soial context. My emotional reaction was smoothed over by the distance of time and knowledge of
the broader social and political context in which Uncle Maynard was killed. This is partly what public

commemoration is- an attempt to comfort and contain perabgrief by sharing in public rituals while
allowing the accretion of meaning over time.

Private 7108 Maynard Septimus Waters, 10" Battalion
Graeme Hosken, Dubbo

The photo ofMaynard Waters ( Di anne ’ s gright a mn
wrongly records his date of death as”Zeptember 1917. The
records show that Maynard was killed on the" 28 21"
September during the Battle of Menin Road.

The Red Cross Wounded and Missing Files indicate t
Waters must have been killed withoany (surviving) eye
witnesses to his death. An inquiry was made as to whe!
Maynard was a POW in Germany, to which the reply w
negative. It was then decided that his status be changed |
‘mi ssing’ to ‘killed in acti

Maynard Septimus Waters born in Gawler, SA, |
enlisted on 1% January 1916. He was a 22 year old labourer fr(
Nuriootpa at the time. Maynard was placed in the® 2
Reinforcements for the {MBattalion (SA &Broken Hill, NSW
and embarked from Ade ["Ddcembe s
He arrived in the UK two months later and proceeded oversea
France on$ May 1917.

Private Waters joined his unit in France orl" Ilay
1917 and was reported missing in actior’/20* September. On
30" September he was marked as KIA. His Hesgems to have
taken place in the area between Glencorse and Polygon Woo(

The five personal items sent back to his mother were {
discs, a photo negative, a book of views, leather wallet a
pawn ticket.

[Right: Private Maynard Waters. Australian & Memorial
Negative Number P07558.001.]

' Killep

Endnote: Di anne’ s honour s t hesis wa s on deserters

Prizes donated for the 2012 John Laffin Memorial Lecture & AGM

16

1 n

The Australian Army History Unit, in conjunction with Big Sky Publishing, has very generously dgnated

seven of their recent WWI publications to t hje

Memorial Lecture Day [see back cover] and atAGM weekendater in the year

The books are:

f Craig DBattlgScarred: the 47Battalion in the First World War

T J ames @ame tothé Last: the THAustralian Infantry Battalion at Gallipoli

T David CE&rossibgehe Wire: The untoldosies of Australian POWSs in battle and captivity
during WWI

1 Mi c hael Faorgotem Men’The Australian Army Veterinary Corps 19946

1 Ki r s t y Mdfeathanr Bosb's and Bandages: Australian Army Nurses at Work in World War |

1 Ro ge r TheBattle oFromelles 1916part of the Australian Army Campaigns Series

1T Jean Bwsut’rsal i a’ s P garteofsthe Austealiad ArmmypCampaigns Series

These are terrific books and are an added incentive to attend these two functionsgdtiartkeAAHU .
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Follow-up: St Anne’s link to the She

Trevor Munro, Dubbo

When the Shellal Mosaic was excavated in 1917, some human remains were found beneath one part of the
chapel floor.Chaplain Maitland Woods was convinced that the bones discovered during the excavation
[see DIGGER 38] were those of the original Saint George, while others thought they may have been the
bones of a local priest.

It appears that instead of the bones remaining with the mosidiaveaited approval to b&hipped to
Australia, MaitlandwWoods contrived to send them to his friend Reverend HJ Rose, who was the minister at
St Anne’ s Church, Strathfield, NS W. Reverend Ros ¢
considered tod®an authority on Palestinian history.

Reverend Herbert John Rosdright, standing] had been aggmems> <
keen a soldier as he was a minister. Rose had served as a chj§ 5
with the New South Wales Contingent which had served in #%
Sudan in 1885. Upon his retuto Australia he had been appointes
as a rector to the Parish of Redmyre, which included Strathfi
Homebush and Flemington. [
In 1900 he was appointed as Chaplain to the second South Aff
Contingent. Rose was later appointed Senior Chaplain to
Comnonwealth Military Forces with the rank of colonel; a rank al

-.. W0 appointment that he held up untp-‘
| ONN" 0'0 Q' the outbreak of the Great War.
'.'.%’.’?. Y

Three of He -
NON

ﬂi

1 would serve during the Great War.
Harold, his second son, would di w
on Gallipoli. Two other sons,§"
Bernad and Lionel, would survive™
the war. e e .

PP s ~

It appears tua’ B e g
bones lay in an ammunition box 1n
many years. A more appropriate and
remains was finally organized in 1986 when Mary |Habduced three
mosaic tiles, inspired by the origi

were placed beneath the church’”s al
resting place was more akin to his original resting place under the Shellal

floor.

Revered Rose left] died in May 1930, and his funeral was held

St Anne’ s . To my knowledge, Re
erneath the church’”s floor.

s three mosaics 1in St AnBelew s ar ¢
re on the floor in front of the

[Below left Mary Ha
right: The mosaics a

Endnotes (1) Trevor would like to thank Al an Kitchen
photographs and interviewing the current minister of the chigytPhotos of HJ Rose: top right, Australian
War Memorial Negative Number A05493; top left: Australian War Memorial Negative number A05405.]
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Private 3889 James Thomas Paterson, 25" & 49" Battalions
Graeme Hosken, Dubbo, with thanks to Peter Roberts

James Thomas Patersoenlisted in the AIF on 31August 1915. At the time of his enlistment, James was
27 years old and a single farmer from Wallumbilla
dark hair, hazel eyes and brown hair.

James hd two years militia experience in th& Bight Horse Regiment but was allocated to the
infantry with the 8 Reinforcements for the #Battalion (7" Brigade). The first three months of his army
service saw him trainf DepotBatialion liefore ieowasp plaseg with £h8 9 h e
Reinforcements for the #3Battalion. He embarked on thgandillaon 3 January 1916. Like many of the
men who arrived in Egypt at the beginning of 1916, James wallooated to another battalienin this
case, James ended up in th& Battalion (13' Brigade) on 2 April 1916 at Heliopolis.

The 49" Battalion sailed for France or"Sune and took one week to reach Marseilles. The men
were then trained to Northern France. ( J a'mene’ ser
and 3' November 1916 with the"2Pioneer Battalion, but his casualty form does not suppisrtrdmnsfer.

He may have been confused with another soldier who served il tRat@lion. However, several letters
from his family do ™PaonygefaBastadddnésy as ©2

James was wounded on™August 1916 at Mouquet Farm, receivinqigus h ot wounds t o
extremities . He"FieldAmbulahaa thentthe 83 enesal Hospital a2 Boulogne with a
shrapnel wound to the right elbow. On™Bugust he was embarked for treatment in the UK at the
Middlesex War Hospitaldlames was treated there until"eptember when he was transferred to Perham
Downs.

Two weeks leave expired on"1@ctober and James then was sent to tfeTt&ining Battalion. He
was fit for return to France off'®ecember 1916 and reached hisdlaih on 24 January.

James’ > 1ife wo Apdil1912whenhe was killedrat Noreuil. CEW Bean (Volume
IV, p221) records the following eventShe 49' (Queensland) Battalion, which now took over the line
beyond Noreuil, experiencedseve [ days of considerable strain whi
posts] o Shortly "bMafjorre Fldoawn sacmeAdpr iclombp any, adva
under a barrage, rushed first [an advanced post in a large 1ater 600 yarddrom the Australian line]
and then the railway cutting, securing a few prisoners. The Germans, however, were still posted along the
railway line farther west, and on this flank they resisted stubbornly, a sharp-figitliaking place. The
Queenslandersdricaded the cutting on their left, but when daylight arrived they found that the Germans
had a machine gun in some well concealed position, sweeping straight down it. Lieutenant DS Maunder was
killed at t he barricade, 1laZnO0d meon I[weesrse tshhaont 5d3o wonf .t

J ames”’ body could not be found or identified,
Villers-Bretonneux Memorial.

2

J a me s story reveals a recor
Diggers. His service lasted less than two years and his two perioc
the battlefields were both shdited before his wounding in 1916 ant
death in 1917. He then became one of the over DOABtralians
with no known grave.

However, his story gains added pathos when Peter expl
that James married ten days before he sailed for the war. Js
married Elizabeth Maud Cahill in January 1916ght: AWM
P09401.00Land his wife was pregnanthen James left Australia fo
Egypt.

Their daughter, Elizabeth
turns 96 this year. She never met her father.

Elizabeth’”s letters to the Ba
emotions as she copes with he
Kielbar
Hume St
Toowoomba
12/1/17

DIGGER 55



To the Major, Base Office, Melbourne

Sir, as | have shiftedtothe above addiess ¢ her e’ s any mnews on No. 3 &
above soldier was wounded on thd"#8igust 1916, and as | am his wife | will be very thankful for

any news

The army did reply, but it appears that the letter was not received due to Elizabethy house.
(Elizabeth’”s frequent changes of address were, at
regarding missed communications.)

Aubyn Villa

Russell St

Toowoomba

27/2/17

To Base Records, Melbourne

Major Darcy, would you be so kinto let me know my brother is getting on, also my husband, as |

haven' t heard from them [ately. My bro  her s

Reinforcements, 82Bat t al i on AIF & my husband’'s addres:s

Company, 49 Battalion, France.

I would be very thankful if you would let me know what you would.

Believe me | am Elizabeth Maud Paterson.

Base Records replied that there was no report of casualty in respect of her brother and that James had been
discharged fronmospital on 28 July 1916.

By13"June 1917, Elizabeth had heard news of her
authorities

Dear Sir

Can you kindly let me know, or has any news come to hand, about myHDglaaindas | am

anxious to know a# it is true that he has been taken from his child & myself. Surely | ought to

receive some of his belongings as they would bedesayr o0 me . o Al so kindly I

[sic] my Brother is well. As | am his next of kin & sister | would like tovkif he is still with his

unit. Trusting to hear from you very soon as | [am] anxiouse@irtbroken [ El i zabet h ' s e

The quest for some of James’ belongings would bec
continuing for decades. tters were written several times in the 1920s and in 1936, writing from EI Arish,
Qld, Elizabeth (now Mrs EM Smith) wrote:
Enclosed please find postal note for f&f copy also would you kindly let me know if by any chance
my [ ate hus bamnydo’'usr poafyf ibcoeo ka si sI ahtaven 't receive
think there might be some news of same as his only child would like to have same. Trusting you will
help me if you can oblige.

In the above letter, Elizabeth was requesting a copy of Part 5 of the \@&tietenneux Memorial Register
containing James/’ particul aallsAlF pa) baoks havenigng dinaefbeen me d
destroyed; also, in the case of this soldigw, personal effects have been returned to this office to date. In
view of the length of time that has elapsed since the report of his regrettable loss, it must be reluctantly
concluded that none was recovered.

Peter states that James did receive phottdsoflaughter before his death and he asked that baby Elizabeth
be given an ‘“Australian’ nickname, rather t han s
daughter therefore be e‘alaeodomdnuwmberodfyearf.a mes’> <choice
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‘Deat h i n BRombardeenRmwBishop, 16" Bty AFA
From the diaries of Bombardier Ray Bishop, writigmafter the war.
Published by Tony Stephens®Aprill999.e Sydney Mo
Additional researclby Graeme Hosken, Dubbo.

The round world offers its children a rich profusion of varied sights, charming, magnificent, lovely, aw
inspiring, grand, from the panorama of the stars to the flower under the garden hedgeagdham all, to
grown men their first sight of a wide snow scene is a biteéihg experience.

In January 1917, one morning daylight showed the dreary muddy battlefield transformed by
unexpected beauty for miles everywhere when for the first time s&mwysnow, which had fallen heavily
and soundlessly before dawn. Creeping out of small dugouts carved in a trench side, we stood bereft of
words, noting familiar landmarks, the road, the ruined houses, the jagged tree trunks, even our ugly
menacinggunpits all altered and purified by a new delica

The mind directed one to remember the gun inside that mound, the German boot protruding in that
shell hole, the covered graves, the ftalihcealed barbed wire of theened me fr ont 1 i wem ... t h
landscape was shell holes, the houses were desolate ruins, the trees mostly stumps of trunks.

Beauty is in the mind and spirit, not the prettying up or ornamentation of horror. Soon it was only
snow in winter, a new aspect of the savagery separatiag, miven special bitter poignancy when
occasionally a scene recalled a child’”s associatd:i

Infantrymen |l ay where they died in white <cl ot

bee

bodies were affecting reminders of the srtolv a t h a d n

* * * *
It was no matter of pride, but by a fearful awareness that after a time one learnt to distinguish quickly
bet ween various kinds of enemy shells, to acquire

Old hands felttipitiably ludicrous to see new arrivals lie flat or take shelter on hearing the whine of
a shell which would burst 100 yards away but the
would produce in the faces and the attitudes of the oldshamekror which the newcomers had yet to learn.

Of enemy shells we first knew the whikang, emitting a scream and a bang, the descriptive hame
not including the whistle of the pellets, for it was usually shrapnel-fives, if burst in air above, seed
to shatter heaven like a misplaced infernal violence directed to the springs of feandineowerful and
terrible, were used against strong points and guns.

Another kind of shell, high velocity, arrived faster than its own sound waves, havipgcii$iar
alarm and chastening effect when the shell burst close with no prior warning and the high shriek followed
and was mingled like additional malevolence with the detonation of the shell.

* * * *
The June 1917 fighting for Messines Ridge was precdmedncreased activity of battle and, not
unexpectedly, we found ourselves on the way to jo

day and now on dry burnt grass for bed, there was merriment and good fellowship as we curled comfortably,
with boots perhaps for pillows, and in small groups prepared for the sleep of healthy youth.

| woke to earliest morning with startled awareness of troubl@balbof excitement, a couple of
highvel ocity shells had fallen c¢close

Two more shots, thisrtie very close. | could hear Bob Driver raising a laugh in the excitement as
we wor ked feverishly ... shouts of me n , t wo expl o
simultaneous shriek of the trajectory. These two

Someone named casualties. Among them Driversheadled, freckled, always cheerful, willing,
courageous and general favourite. His close friends in silent agony of mind for, as he laughed, one of those
shells had burst on his standing place on earth amcgféust no more.

The shattering effect of his violent vanishing

two men to stay and bury the dead. I was one of
Just here perhaps. Ashallowg ve ... one other and Driver, enough r
We sought the remains .. one oFersitcihne 1melnS wi tShe awt

b

the gnomes found some of Driver’ s mortal remains .
carry fa interment. Then again, elsewhere, but in a tree, 20 feet up, yes.

The gnomes cut a long sapling and brought to earth the unrecognisable sacred remains. We used the
spades, then from the sapling, cut, formed and erected a cross, and stood silers#idey @ayging the gift of

salvation for them and ourselves.
* * * *
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The preparation for the attack on Passchendaele i
brother Gordoninthe™Bat t ali on as we’d agreed to do after s
letter from him.
| set out to locate the™Di vi si on infantry mB.a tIt afloiuonnd, tthheemn, ‘t
then 18'Platoon-* The third hut along this duckboard, Digg:
Near 6pm, end of October, wet, cold, dark, | stepped in, closed the door, approached a small group
round a candle. The immediatereply Oh, he wa"sS ekpitlelmbd ri mt2uht . °

And,inthesié¢ n c e , one stood up. ‘*You’re his brother,

‘Yes .’

‘I’ m sorry, Digger . Couldn’t see. Didn’t know
over and meet these, his friends.?”’

It happened in early daylight, in front of Polygon Wood.

lexpressed thanks, turned away

The Bishop brothers

Graeme Hosken, Dubbo

Gunner (later Bombardier) 7980 Raymond Carnegie Bishoenlisted on 18 July 1915. He was a 20 year
old junior engineer from 19 Raglan Street, Ballarat (Vic). Ray was allocated to 'tHeattéry of the &
Field Artillery Brigade and embarked on"2Rlovember.
Ray was awarded three days confined to barra
e 1 i e v e-al-Kebiraint Janliaryl 1916. One week later Ray was in trouble again, this time for being
absent from cook?’s arade’; the punishment was t
The 16" Battery arrived in France on 9¥3arch 1916. Ray was promoted to acting bombaroiier

14" November 1916 and received leave to the UK in July 1917.

Bishop was awarded the Military Medal fan the afternoon of the 3Dune 1917, the 1®6Battery
was heavily shelled and all ranks were ordered to leave the gun pits and seek cowaisUdalées having
previously occurred. At 3.30pm the camouflage on No. 1 pit caught fire and burnt fiercely, endangering
about 300 rounds of shrapnel and H.E. stored in the pit alongside the gun. BSM Crooks called for volunteers
to assist him to put ouhé fire. No. 7967 Bdr Brown JB, No. 7980 Driver Bishop RC, No. 8003 A/Cpl
McSweeney J, and No. 9470 Gnr Baker TCR immediately volunteered, and these other ranks at great
personal risk succeeded in putting the fire out by throwing buckets of water dlienitater being obtained
from shell holes and a well nearby. The whole of the camouflage was destroyed and many sandbags set
alight; also a few rounds of ammunition were charred. All the above took place under very heavy shell fire
from the enemy’s 5. 9s.

Ray received a dose of mustard gas ofi 38ptember 1917 and was admitted to tfieF&ld
Ambulance and later to No. 1 Convalescent Depot at Boulogne. He rejoined his battefyOmioB@r.

A little over one week later, on"@ovember, Ray was wounded in the back by shrapnel. After
treatment at Wimereux he was sent to tfiés&neral Hospital in Plymouth, UK. It was not until™&pril
1918 that Ray rejoined his unit. On"2Kuly, Ray was promoted to temporary bombardiertaad promoted
to temporary corporal on"8ctober.

A contusion to his left elbow incurred on"Blovember saw Ray sent to England for treatment. He
did not return to France prior to his return to Australia.

T
<

Ray’ s b rRrivate 6227 Gorden Gerge Hauser Bishopof the 8" Battalion.He was also 20 years
old when he enlisted one year after his brother, on"L.8uly 1916. Havorked asa clerk and was also living
with his parents in Raglan Street.
Gordon left Australia on 1September 1916 drmoved from England to France orf'flecember,
joining hisunton#February after spending time at the Etap
He was away from his unit in April and May of 1917 with trench fever. Gordon was killed"bn 20
September 1917 as th& Battalion advanced in the Battle of Menin Ro&brporal 3907 B Ferri stated
that Gordon was killed while they were both sheltering in a shell-halpiece of shell catching Gordon in
the back, killing him almost instantlfrivate 551 HW Edgintonhadadi f er e nt account of
saying that he was shot through the head by a s he
dead.’” Another witness stated tPlivate 6513 dMrGlantdold tha s h i t
Red Crosshat he saw the casualty lying dead between Glencorse and Polygos WoodHe was s e v
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wounded 1in the 1eft shoulder, abdomen and head.”’
his brother was reported to have been buried at Hoogenjfrent of Blackwatch Corner, where he fell, and
that a temporary cross had been placed on his grave.

According to the Red Cross statemehisutenant Joynt (later to win the VC) of the "8Battalion
gave orders for Gordon to be buri€tivate 5684 AE Cleary was the soldier who buried Bishop and while
doing so discovered that Gordon’s watch was stildl
Cross so that the watch could be retur neaidhewas Gor
buried south of Polygon Wood and east of Glencorse Wood (probably at V.15.B.4.9).

Despite his grave being ma
body was either not found or identified after the war and he is
remembered on the Menin Gate. His father informed the
Department of Defence in 1928
‘Hawuser’ had Houwvmemisapdl ashksd
amended. The army replied that it was too late to change the
printed copies of the Register, but advised that only the
soldiers’ initials wer e engr a\
checked the CWGC website and found the mistake ha
continued to this day. Antmail wassent to the CWGC to see
if Gordon’s f atettiorofthe errarcgniees t
made; however, their reply requested that a birth certificate
for Gordon be obtained and supplied to the CWGC. | would
havethouht t hat the father’s 1lett
have been enough proof that an error has been made in the
spelling of-bhuits Is’omm ’nsotn aamebur ¢ a

Left: Studio portrait of 6227 Private Gordon George
Hauser Bishop 8" Battalion. An accomtant of Ballarat prior
to enlistment, Pte Bishop embarked with the ™20
Reinforcements on HMAEuripideson 11" September 1916.
y Pte Bishop was killed in action on 2®eptember 1917 at
VAR MERORIAL Carlisle Farm during the battle of Passchendaele. He was aged
PO2073,001 21 vyeas. Australian War Memorial Negative Number
P08073.001.]

Endnotes: (1) Raymond Bishop’s memoirs are 1in the AWM
found of a‘Bob Driver’ on the Nominal Roll, Roll of Honour or NAA files. Presumably, Bishop gdse h
friend a pseudonym in his memoirs, but the editor has so far been unable to find a suitable candidate for such
a moniker from the list of dead from th& BAB for the period May to July 1911.is likely that the soldier
held therank of Driver and was namdgobertBob. (3) Gordon Bishop had blue eyes, and in the studio
portrait above hidauntinggaze catches and holds the attention of the viewer. The expression on his face
seems to be imploring that he not be forgotten. Through atticle DIGGER has ensured he will be
remembered.

Forthcoming books from the Australian Army History Unit
Information suppliedy Andrew Richardson, AAHU

Dr David Coombess finalising the preparation of hiok on Bullecourt that focuses on the Atadtans.In
September thdAHU is publishingf FFF AT F me mber ] Mi ¢ Beaterl RownBy Bidod r d ° s
The Battle of Mont St QuentiReronne 1918 A follow-up shorter Australian Army Campaigns Series title
will also be released on the same topic.
With CUP later this year, AAHUi s publishing Robert -tamengdon hes C
Win the Battle: the %l Australian Division 1914918.
Justreleasedi s Gr a h a sp‘Bullibdek amdh Balderdash: Some Myths of the AIF Examined and
Debunked .
In Junewe have a second book by Graham Wilson due out, tidedt, Donkeys and Delusion: The Mydh
Simpson and his Donkey Exposed
We also have a title being prepared by Michael TyquinGaillipoli: An Australian Medical Perspective,
the first title in the new Australian Army Combat Support Series (an adjunct of the Australian Army
Campaigns Series).
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Hugo Throssell VC, throughthepagesof ‘ The Western M
Contributed by Sandra Playle, Pinjarra.

Western Mail, 22" October 1915
WESTERN AUSTRALIA”S VICTORIA CROSS HEROES.
CAPTAIN BELL, VC, LIEUT THROSSELL, \C.
(By Hugh Kalyptus)
The fact that the cable has flashed to us the news that our own Hugo Throssell is among those whom our
King delights to honour is most stimulating, andsitbeyond words adequately to express the gratification
that the people of his native state must feel concerning the event.

Appropriately named Hugo, he was one of the brave who did go; so now he may be termed Hugo the
Victor — Victor Hugo beingoneofki fat her’s favourite authors.

Hugo, VC is the youngest son dié late Mr. George Throssell, CM@e man who, by his energy
and perseverance, lifted the town of Northam from a struggling hamlet to a thriving centre as Minister of
Landsand Premier of th State. Lieutenamthr os s el 1 > s father will al ways
his many admirers wildl rejoice greatly over his
Alfred College boy; so there is high jinks among his manyrehaf Kent Town today.

Western Australia now lays claim to two heroes who have been decorated with the Victoria Cross
our first nativeborn to have secured the coveted piece of muntz metal being Private (now Captain) Bell, who
was awarded the VictoriarCo s s f or distinguished gallantry in th

Western Mail, 26" November 1915

HOW LIEUTENANT THROSSELL WON HIS \C.

WITH SERGEANT MACMILLAN OF THE 1¢" LIGHT HORSE.

(Our Special, Correspondent.)

London, Oct. 22

Inthelistof Australians who had been awarded the Victo
on the 18 inst, there appeared the following notification of exceptional interest to Western Australiahs:
Lieutenant Hugo Vivian Hope Throssell,"Dight Horse Regiment, Australian Imperial Force, for most
conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty during operations on theikaigipyl (Hill 60) in the Gallipoli
Peninsula on August 29 and 30, 1915. Although severely wounded in several places duringraattackie

he refused to leave his post to obtain medical assistance till all danger was passed, when he had his wounds
dressed and returned to the firing line until ordered out of action by the medical officer. By his personal
courage and example be kept e spirits of his party and was largely instrumental in saving the situation

at a critical period.

Some details of this engagement were given today by Sergeant MacMillan, a member &F the 10
Light Horse, and said to be heaviest man in the Australigm ¢ r i a 1 Forces. ‘1 first
Ser geant MaAlexaidialaadithe feélinghad then in regard to him, was that he was just the sort
of man | would like to serve under. By a happy coincidence it soon afterwards came aboytwlist mas
to be gratified. | rode out by his side at training and long before either of us heard a shot fired in action he
had won my complete confidence. And | knew that he had equally that of every man in the troop, although
not a word was said on thelgect.

‘S o meks betore & won his VChe got his first chance to prove how right we were. It was on
August? when the Light Horse made that charge from
Bean in the Australian Press as the CharghefAustralian Light Brigade. It is still a terrible memory with
us how we charged into a boil of shell and macigae fire and lost hundreds, of brave fellows without over
reaching the enemy’s trench.

‘Before we charged, Li“eBiotyesn.a nlt adlthrtos skddd spoud
first time | have ever done such a thing and if any man among you has any misgivings he may go with
someone more experienced.” But mnot a man among us

‘A few minutes aft etawhlrcansentrated fire ofrrifte, machioe gurg and h a
artillery. When Lieutenant Throssell saw we could not get through he ordered us down, and we lay as flat as
we could in the scanty cover of a little hollow. Presently a shell fell a little too neatadoescomfortable,
and we got the word to retire.

‘Three weeks later came the fight that wildl a
marched out of our trenches at Russell’s Top thro
foot of Hill 60. There we occupied trenches that had been made by other troops.
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“On the mor ni"ligutenaht Thxasselivent ou? With a band of officers one of whom
was, | believea general , t o s defercese When he kathack he dabdyus that we were
detailed to capture and hold a vital position. Soon afterwards the general canteadijdr@ssed us. He said
that a most difficult and important piece of work had to be done and that we had been selected for it. We
were to takend hold a trench, the possession of which was absolutely essential to a big operation. When we
got it we were to hold on like grim death. The trench was about 80 or 90 yards away and the intervening
ground was flat and clear, but it was a fairly longrgpand when we got the word to go, there was plenty of
bullets flying about. But our losses were not very heavy, and when we rushed the trench, most of the Turks
bolted from our bayonets.

‘Lieutenant Throssell was tdeouldskehimrquite dlearly. Witm d 1
him were Sergeant Ferrier, a man named McNee, and at least one other. It was the most exposed part of the
trench, and these men were building a sandbag barricade and defending it with bomb and rifle. Time after
time the Turks came charging to turn us out, and time after time they were thrown back. Then the fighting
spirit that | always knew was in Throssell showed up. Standing there like a born leader of men in the hottest
part of the fight he rallied us againand again“ St i ck it, boys/! Stick i1it!?”
understood. He led us and fought like one of us with rifle and bomb. There is no man in our troop who
knows better how to use the rifle than he does, and he did deadly work with both. 8bFReaidr, whose
bomb work was amazing. The other men in that trench also fought in a way that was worthy of their leader,
but we were heavily outnumbered and the enemy was daring and desperate. It was a long fight, and a bitter
one, au if any man cameu of thattrench unwounded, | have got to learn his name, but it was our leader
who gave us the supreme confidence to hang on.

“Once he called me, and I had some difficulty
a deep trench, and | anetna short man so | had some difficulty in manoeuvring my way through our own
wounded and the dead bodies that had been 1eft b
Ma c , are they all right down youandwmapotuiredlnyavay h ¢

back again.
“All the men fought with a pure enjoyment of i
saidtome afew hoursago,l t was the beset hatd ofi mpoti fb.” 1 Kk

with a lomb wound through the thigh | felt wild that | was going to miss the end of it. But we had our bad
minutes. One of them was when we lost Ferrier. He had his arm blown off by
a bursting bomb, and died of his injuries. He fought like a hero, a figure in
thefield second only to Throssell himself.

‘*Two of our fellows picked me up
carry me off. They were both little chaps, and had a bit of trouble, which was
made no better when they tried to get me down a narrow sap, arud Irstu
it. [Left: Sergeant McMillan stood 6 foot 6 inches tall and weighed 17
stone.] “You must get him out of her
said they. “We 11 get some of him ou
each hand, and they tugged angknched till | nearly screamed out in my
agony. But in the end they got all of me out, as you see. In the grey dawn |
was carried down to the beach, where Gen@&iatiwvood ordered the
stretchetbearers tos t o p , and s p ok ethey goingnoa up “ Ho v
there?” he asked. “It's all right, si
saw him half smile and straighten himself, and | realised what a lot there
must be on the mind of a man like that, when such an operation is going on
but he gave me the goocbw d , and I passed on. It”°
the soul of Anzac.

1 didn’t know that Lieutenant T
spite of three woundsone of them a most severe one. He had been losing men continuously, and those who
remained withhim were all more or less wounded, but fighting with the utmost grit, and the attacks of the
Turks never slackened. The bomb work was inconceivable.

“Now all t hat time there was not a man who t hoc
but it emed to me that there was something a little more than bravery in it that day. There was spirit and
“go” in us, if I may put it that way, and 1t was
young officers in the Australian army, and soofi¢hem, no doubt, are much more brilliant thenin parade
work. But the man want to follow, the man to lead me in a big figthat is Throssell, €.
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‘*They hung on till it was possible to codesolid
good. We still have it, so | have the satisfaction of knowing that thenk@le a clean job of it, and thaeth
VChas gone to a man who earned it 1if ever a man d:i

Western Mail, 25" December 1915
LIEUTENANT HUGO V THROSSELL, VG 10" LIGHT
' ) HORSE.

> At Hill 60, on August 28, although severely wounded in several
places, he refused to leave his post to obtain medical assistance
until all danger to the position was passed. Then when his wounds
were drassed he returned to the firktige until the medtal officer
ordered him out of action. Liecut
and example kept up the spirits of his party, and were largely
instrumental in saving a critical situation. Lieutenant Throssell is
still a young man, his thirtfirst birthdayfalling on October #' of
this year. He is the youngest son of the late Mr. George Throssell,
one of the pioneers of the State, and at one time Premier of Western
Australia. In Northam, where the young hero is best known, the
news of the bestowal on hinf the Victoria Cross was received
with marked enthusiasm and keen delight.

Western Mail, 5™ May 1916

LIEUTENANT THROSSELL, \C.

RETURN TO NORTHAM.

A CIVIC WELCOME.

Lieutenant Hugo Throssell V&&turned to his native town on Tuesday morning. He was met at the Northam
railway station by a large number of relatives and hundreds of admiring friends. Amorsgsivére the

Mayor (Mr AW Byfield), members and officials of the Northam Municipal Courtbié Resident Magistrate,
Parliamentary representatives of the province and district, the heads of the different Churches, and many
representative residents of the town and district. Hearty cheers were given for the returned hero, who was
then driven byhie Mayor to the Town Hall, where a formal civic reception had been arranged in his honour.
Although no invitations had been issued or public announcement made, the function was very largely
attended.

Western Mail, 26™ May 1916

LIEUTENANT THROSSELL \C.

A COMPLIMENTARY DINNER.

Lieutenant Hugo Throssell, VC, was the guest at dinner at the Savoy Hotel on Wednesday evening of the
Old Collegians’ Association of Pr i nrshimarorgstisdld Col 1
boys. Mr RT Robinson, MLApresided over the gathering, and a number of congratulatory messages were
read, from old boys who were unable to be present. On Saturday next Lieut. Throssell will be the guest of the
old boys of the college at Northam.

Western Mail, 20" October 1916

The Throssell family have many friends in Western Australia who wiljlad to learn that SergeanEFc
Throssell, who was shot through the lungs at Gallipoli, and had a bullet through his hat at Romani, has after
two years hard work and much fightifggen raised to the rank of lieutenant. Both Eric and Hugo Throssell
worked right up from the ranks, and are now lieutenants

Western Mail, 20" December 1918

CAPTAIN HUGO THROSSELL,

FIRSTVC S RETURN.

“Ou't of wor k, but nevelri o, pleaasked hiomd olst ot ijods
Saturday’s gol dfielWlsr oesxsperlels,s t(@aapnn&r tinatheeWars gCaptainr s t
Throssell, who has yet to receive his discharge, returned to Australia in October, bubhdeadpesn
sojourning in the Eastern States. He arrived in the West last Thursday by Great Western express, and
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reaching his home town, Northam, on Friday morning, put in 24 hours there before coming to the city. He is
now the guest of his sister, Mrs PW Astrong of MtLawley.

Captain Throssell left Egypt before there was any thought of the Armistice, bent on securing
reinforcements for the Light Horsea mission which was entrustéd him as the only Australian V@D
Palestine. At the time he had not largovered from an attack of malaria, contracted in the Jordan Valley.

He tackled his job as thoroughly in earnest as he had been in that beating the Turk. To this end he equipped
himself with a mass of data of the utmost interest with reference to thenggn Palestine, with war
trophies, with hundreds of photographs of the front, and avithpital series of lantern slides. Much of this
material is now of little or no use. Much, however, is well worth retaining, and it is to be hoped that Captain
Thrassell will find an opportunity of telling this portion of his story in public.

It is something more than twad a half years ago since the W@nner, then lieutenant, made his
first return from the front on Anzac Day, 1916. He was then convalescenthaftexploit which won him
his Cross. His journey back to Palestine was delayed much longer than he had anticipated. Eventually he
resumed active service with his regiment early in 1917, and participated in the fighting at Gaza, where he
was slightly woundd. After that he was in the advance upon Beersheba, a feat which he describes as a
marvellous performance’ from a cavalry point of
that of having been the officer in charge of the Australian goéigonour to General Allenby upon his

13

of ficial entry into Jerusalem. ‘1t was a wonder fu
chiefly for its simplicity. Accompanying the general were 50 British troops, 20 Italians, 20 French, 20 New
Zealanders, 30 f0Li ght Hor s e me n, and some Indians. General

of the Kaiser when he entered the Holy City. He had had a huge breach made in the wall of the city, near the
Jaffa gate, through which he drove in ajrstate. General Allenby, on reaching the wall, dismounted and
humbly walked through the gate, accompanied by his staff and the Allied and Dominion representatives. He
proceeded direct to the Tower of David, and there a declaration, proclaiming martedaassuring the
inhabitants of the city of immunity from molestation, was read in the various languages spoken in the city.
The General and his escort then retired to the ba
has an intense adration for General Allenby, to whose genius for organisation he attributes much of the
success of the campaign.

Australian horses in the war, Captain Throssell declares, have been the greatest advertisement
Australia could possibly have had. Their powefsidurance were remarkable. Water supply proved the
greatest problem in the desert, the Turks destroying the wells as they retreated. During one period of 10
weeks, during which the heat was well nigh unbearable, the animals did not average one dtak per
Frequently they ran into a second or third day without a drink, sometimes being without water for 50 hours.
No horse carried less than 20 stone with rider and equipment, and sometimes there would be no opportunity
of removing their burden for days. Betimes the animals were in such poor condition that they would chew
the harness wupon them, and it was mnot an uncommor
‘They were simply wonderful the waiysaidhey stood up

A special tribute was paid by Captain Thsek to the officers and men diie Australian Flying
Squadron, amongst whom he mentioned Major Peter Drummond, a brilliant young Western Australian, who
is a squadron commander and holds the DistitguisService Order with bar and the Military Cross and
whose daring and bravery were retgthe subject of comment by Mr HSullett, the official correspondent
with the forces. Others me Prizé swimmelr of peace elays HBAgke, of F i n |
West Perth; and E Burton, of Kalgoorlie. Captahrossell tells some thrilling stories tife courage of the
menof the AFCin the face of overwhelming odds, and of their almost wholesale destruction or disablement
of enemy machines. Of 13 Distjuished Flying Crosses awarded the six air squadrons engaged on the
Palestine front up to the time of his departure, said the captain, 12 had been awarded to the Australians. In
the eight weeks preceding his visit to the corps in August, 11 Hun pladdseha destroyed, 16 had been
driven down, whil st the Australians?’ l osses were
Captain Throssell witnessed the arrival of the first and only machine to fly from London to Cairo, a Handley
Page machineapable of carrying 20 passengers and four tons of bombs. This machine was subsequently
attached to the Australian squadron. He had also the experience of a fly in a Bristol fighter, travelling at no
less a speed than 150 miles an hour.

The work of the vamen in Egypt and Palestine was also the subject of admiring reference. Captain
Throssell instanced the case of Mrs ChisholmBEQB/ho, he said, had started when the boys returned from
Gallipoli by running a little tearoom at Heliopolis with £50 of her aapital and a like amount given her by
the Australian Comforts Fund. When he left the lady had a rest room at Kantara, where the men travelling by
rail had a long wait. Here they could get good f
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August ,’ said the’captkings ° haQDO, gonyeuncancimaginethow the3 3
enterprise has grown. All the profits go back to the soldiers. Qut of herlasu ar t er > s [@B@o f i t s
to the Australian and &lv Zealand ComfortBund and £D00 to the British fund, she built a tennis court for

the troops, she installed hassistant, Miss McPhillimey, MBEn a rest room at Jerusalem, and she made
other gifts besides. In one week her orders for lemonade totalled 2,000 dozeer, ardkhrs for eggim one

day alone amounted to B®0. No two honours conferred in this war have been more richly deserved than
thoseof MrsChi s hol m and Miss McPhillimey.?’

‘l have had an opportunity of seeing troops from many parts of the world invthis , ° Capta
Throssell observed, ‘and better fighters than th
when they get up against real hardship. In travelling about since my return to Australia | have noticed a
tendency to slow down the desgtaof comforts. | just want to say if my opinion is worth having, that this is
the time when they will need support from home more than ever they did before. Whilst, as | have said, they
are glorious fighting troops, they are the worst garrison troopgyown 1 d f i nd . They hate
know what is happening to them, but | daresay they are doing a good deal of garrison work just now. If that
is so they will want plenty of amusement. They should have picture shows, sporting material for gdmes, an
plenty of reading matter to keep them occupied. | cannot pretend to say what is wanted in the way of
comforts, but | am certainly sending my pals a few water bags. They only cost a few shillings, and | know
that the greatest pleasure | ever experiencedtceiving a parcel from home was when | found it contained
a water bag.”’

Captain Throssell has become engaged since his rétigrfiancée is Miss Katharine Brichard of
Melbourne, the welk n o wn Australian novelist , £260brizg offered,tbh < Th
MessrsHodder and Stoughton, of London, for the best Australian novel, and who has published other
successful stories and verses. The marriage is to take place in the East next year.

Western Mail, 21°" February 1919

The marriage ofCaptain Hugo Vivian Throssell VGjoungest son of Mr George Throssell, at one time
Premier of Western Australia, and Miss Katherine Susannah Prichard tHenewssth authoress, was quietly
celebrated in Melbourne a few days back. Captain Throssell reténgradthe front in October last. He
foughtwith the WA Light Horse, andvon the coveted distinction of the V@s 2¢ Lieutenant in the fight at

Hill 60 on Gallipoli. The gallant soldier held to his post, and though severely wounded saved the situation

agains:t great odds . Mi s s Prichard’s reputation a
knowledge ofbusthh i f e have together earned her high place
Wi nd’ is the promising title of her mo s t recent

Prichard’s work will 1 ook sfintarestaGaptaintand MisThrosseluiriend ¢ a t
to take up residence in Western Australia.

Western Mail, 3" August 1933

Left: CaptionreadsRi der s and ponies at Mr
Hit ranch, on the York Road, Greenmount, where a Wild West show
andthdar amusements were conducted on Sunday.

Western Mail, 23" November 1933

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS.
WAR HERO.

The late Captain Hugo Throssell, VC, whose tragic death at Greenmoul
Sunday shocked the community. He won the VC at Hill 6@llipoli, in

August, 1915, and was the first West Australian to be so decorated in the
War. He had been in indifferent health for some time owing to war injuries.
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Western Mail (Perth, WA : 1885 - 1954), Thursday 23 November 1933, page 22

A WAR HERO'S FUNERAI

Above: The gun carriage bearing the body of the @apt. Hugo Throssell VC proeding to the graveside
at Karrakatta Cemetery on Monday. The funeral ceremonies were accompanied by full military honours.

Western Mail, Thursday 30" November 1933

Capt. Hugo Throssell, VC.

Fleeting reference to thgeath of Capt. Hugo Throssell Y@asmade by Colonel ACN Olden, a vice

president of the Returned Soldiers?’ League, at t

when a motion was carried, in silence, expressing

Capt Throssell “in the untimely death of that gall
“As a brother officer of the same regiment, ’

Throssell, whose war record was irreproachable. The wounds which he su#fdtes time he won the

Victoria Cross were enoughit was said at the timeto kill a bullock. Yet he returned to the line repeatedly

until ordered out. In spite of that order he made another effort to go back to the line, and was restrained only

by force. His attack of meningitis when convalescent reduced him to a serious condition. He recovered,

however, sufficiently to return to duty, serve with distinction, and be wounded again. During the war there

n
t

was no brighter example of Australian heroismthamat of Capt . Throssell .’
A telegram was received from, the secretary of the South Australian branch of the league (Mr
Dalziel) conveying to the late Capt. Throssell’ s

Western Mail 14" December 1933

WESTERN AUSTRALIA VICTORIA CROSS HERO.

CAPTAI N THROSSELL’”S DEATH.

War Injuries Blamed.

That Captain Hugo VH Throssell VC, died as the result of a bullet woundn8ieifed while his mind was
deranged as the result of injuries received during the Gvaatwas the verdict returned at an inquiry into

his death held at the Midland Junction Courthouse on Monday, by Mr WR Crosbie, JP, Acting Coroner.
Captain Throssell’”s body was found about 8am on N
and fe died 15 minutes later.

Evidence was given at the inquiry yesterday concerning the splendid war record of Captain
Throssell, who was the first West Australian to be awarded the Victoria Cross during the Great War. The
injuries he received during the Gpbli campaign caused meningitis, a complaint which, according to
me di cal evidence, usually leaves serious after e
subsequent iliness, Captain Throssell recovered sufficiently to rejoin the ABaanalctive service in Sinai,
where he was again wounded. Again, he served with the forces and, on his return to Australia, took an active
part in recruiting campaigns.

At the inquiry, Mr Frank Downing, of Downing and Downing, watched the interests tifveslaf
Captain Throssell, and Sergeant O’ Halloran exami:ri
Kelmscott, said that at 7.30am on November 19, when he was practising at Midland Junction, he was called
to the home of Captain Hugo Vivian Hopehrossell, at‘Lazy Hit’ ranch, near the main foroad,
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Greenmount. Deceased was seated in a deck chair on the verandah. His feet were on the verandah railing. A
revolver (produced) was firmly grasped in his right hand and was resting on the right kislecloest. He
wa s still alive. Wit h t he -ialawd, ThooSsellMas rewibvedchte & couch d e ¢
inside the house, where he died about 10 minutes later. Witness found a bullet lying on the verandah behind
the deck chair,andanoteh i ch r e a d: | can't sleep and Inofeel
good t o any oHe¢witness)conductedeagastb rt em examination on Thr
from the wound in his head, the body was normal, excepting for sdher extensive pleura adhesions in
the left lung. The bullet had passed completely through the head causing extensive lacerations of the brain
bringing about his death through cerdébnaemorrhage. Witness knew that deceased had suffered from
meningitis bought on by war injuries, and this was a disease which usually left definite permanent effects on
the mentality, frequently bringing about a deranged mind and fits of depression.

George Henry Forester Withers, of Clift@rescent, Mt Lawley, said that irad known deceased
since 1893. Deceased was his broihdaw, and, on November 18 witness wemhis home at Greenmount
to help himburnoffsom gr as s . Dece aastetde ndrieowm wiot rheisss > rodeo s
“Thr 6§ » t 1 igdid.thatlthe epenses had been heavy dadl landed him further in debt. His wife, he
said, had left matters in good order and deceased was very worried as to what she would think of him on her
return from abroad.

cAfter tea,’ wittmesds addid,jighThr Ae¢sdlll os el ock v
where | would sleep and, after giving me some rugs he went to have a shower, remarking laterreshhow f
it made him feelandHewesnati do f“fg otood nsilgehetpiing, whenH woke Iwi f e ’
expected to hear him call me at any moment as we intended to do more burning off. | lay awake for more
than an hour, thinking that, as a strong wind was blowing he had decided not to do the work. Then, at about 8
o’ cl ock, Kiforhkim. hewas netinlthe woom but the bed had been occupied, | found him lying in a
deck chair in his pyjamas with his feet on the railing. There was a bad wound in his right temple and he held
a revolver in his right hand. He was still bleeding angiatiring heavilyl immedately telephoned for a
doctor.

‘For weeks past,’ witness said, “Captain Thr o:
he would not do it. He had contracted meningitis after getting the wounds on Gallipolieghigd him the
Victoria Cross, and London doctors said that he would never be normal again. He used to dread going to bed,
saying that he had most horrible thoughts whenever he lay down. He was very apprehensive of the
meningitis recurring and sufferedeom der ably from brainstorms and dep

Constable Brooks, of the Midland Junction police, gave evidence that he had removed Captain
Throssell’”s body to the morgue and had made the n

Private 3505 Jean Louis Michel Gallanty MM, 7" Field Ambulance
Mike Goodwin, Mackay

Jean Gallanty, known by hissecondmiddle name&Michel’, was born in Mackay in 1892 and was the son of
Jean and Marie Gallantithe Gallantys belonged to a small community of Fremxbakmg families who
migrated from Mauritius in the 1880s. Michel was an apprentice chemist
enlisted on B March, 1915 into the Army Medical Corps. He was allotted
the 7" Field Ambulance andojned his unit at Gallipoli on"4September,
1915. Michel served until the evacuation in December and was awarde
Military Medal for bravery under fire in October. His MM citation state
For devotion to duty at Walden Point, Gallipoli Peninsula, whan8 inch
shell fell into hospital tent and killed a patient on 27.10.15.

Michel [right] served with his unit throughout 1916 and early 19
until he was killed, aged 24, by a shell explosion BiMay, 1917 during the
Second Battle of Bullecourt. Miehl > s f at e wPrivated529 ¢
AA Porter: He was killed near front line8ullecourt. Several of them wer
sleeping in a dugout when a shell killed them Ilichel was buried near -
where he died and was later-iikerred into Vaulx Australian Figl
Ambulance Cemetery. He was clearly well respected in his unit, as one
sergeantsGA Schwah described himas. a« very goo d(‘
favourite in the section. !
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Narrative by 2716 Corporal Len Jones, 3" Battalion AIF, Part 1
Transcribed anaontributed by Phillip Mannell, Mawson.

This account of an Engls h man’ s e x per i dunng ¢he Greai Wdr was wktten Anl 1932,
eighteenye ars after the War started. I have always b
always be thex, although | shall be able to recall the major events in later years tohme— interesting
sidelights, places, dates, names etc may be hard to recall. | have no literary geniasy pacdipt a few
notesjottedden up to 1916, @nrde fnoor ‘“twa.r I blbhaokes mtead many

Morning’, ‘Behind the Lines’ |, ‘Medal without Bar?’
Bean’s wonder ful work, but I haven’t us eodexplaine m a't
incidents that happened, which I perhaps didn’t u
Englishmen of the ‘middle class?’ born around
place to be in. I had a good e duquitetwellolwasone ofBheb 1 a k
first 1 Class Scouts in England. At school we had Company drit t ¢ . under a [Ifioecal “r
A fine chap, but he had lots of nasty things to say to me and a pal in respect to scouting; this playing at being
sol diers. But I learnt to signal, ‘sleep out’” in t
once our troop entertained at Kenil worth a group
Birds’, a sort o fit toREngland. li worg the® Gerrban felag in & wrestling match and
corresponded with the chap Walter “Schring’ of L

German. He, however, could speak English. We were a pretty good crowd of Scouts arfdlmoekalk for
miles around.

I had no idea of what to ‘become’ aft d"Formi, 1 eft
so | had about six months at sea on a tramp steamer, being at Fiume up the Adriatic when King Edward died
and from thee we went via Constantinople to Poti in the Black Sea. | remember the Narrows very well, for
we were 1in ballast and the skipper pushed the shi
recall how difficult the ship was to steer up th@atuous channel. Little did | imagine that later on | would be
on Galllipoli, or when passing through the Suez Canal and coaling Miki&aur that | would be camped on
the banks.

However, I took up my father’ s &deanduwisitiggmanyf mi
cities in England. My brother had gone to Queensland and an uncle to Western Australicaaiodier-
decided to go to Queensland and booked by the RikA&yto leave July 30, 1914. In the latter part of July |
had a few days Hhiday at Brighton on the South Coast and there we heard the Battle Fleet at gunnery
practice and later on they visited Brighton. Here was our navy. Somehow we English chaps had some idea
that later on there would be a clash, btihere was the navy. Sotdir i ng wa s n’ t d whom mt of
we saw occasionally, some with tight fitting trousers and pork pie-fatgalry | believe, were just soldiers,

fellows who couldn’t find a job. I certaimlch didr
interest. For one thing we didn’t s e e —the Getmansr mu
evidently didn’t either. They most certainly didn

Towards the end of July there was trouble in Europkiltd n >t seem to interest
far away from that. | forget the dates of declaration of war between Serbia and Austria, Hungary etc. That
can all be found in histories. But | very nearly missed@h&ay. The mail train from the North thawas to
pick up at Rugby was hours later. It had stopped at all sorts of potty stations to pick up sailors recalled from
leave. There were sailors all through the train and we continued to pick them up at various stations. The
Otwaysailed from Tilbury anduriously enough when | said goodbye to all, | had a weird feeling of trouble
with Germany, although as far as we knew nothing was likely to eventuate. The last words | said were,
“Look out for Germany”. My mot he romFrance latérendAnddni s o
board theOtwaywere men hurrying back to Gibraltar. As extra garrison or recalled from furlough | never
knew. They were soldiers and kept to themselves a lot. We were delayed by fog in the Channel. South of
Finisterre abattle r ui ser of the ‘Invincible’” c¢class stopped
her well, for often | had looked at silhouettes of British and foreign warships in a scout book. We stopped at
Gibraltar I think two days.

War was on, and | triedbtreturn to England but no one was allowed to leave the boat. The only
German on board was a barber, eventually landed a
notice board told us very little and indeed throughout the voyage we heardittergews except some
naval engagements that never took place and the n
of much i1interest. We made for Port Said at full
passengers. There waparty of Salvationists returning from a conference and | beladee Mackenzie—
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ghting "Battalin-wds thee 4o0f them but am not sure. T
p’ s games.

Through the Canal and | am sure we tookrbeth passage of Socotra Island for | had been here
before. There were rumours of a boat calledBhelenthat was waiting for us off Guardafui Cape. Nothing
of much interest occurred until a few days from Fremantle, when one morning at breakfast shewsdp
down. Up we went and on the starboard bow was a cruiser. Great excitemenErdbliiter The officers
did some flag wagging, she had a good look around us and then off again. | met my uncle at Fremantle and
there was great excitementhe first $ip through. All strange to me of course. There were soldiers in the
streets in, to me, queer uniforms, leggings, wide hats etc. The same at Adelaide and Melbourne. | remember
a 11ight h o’rmsee mfaontr ‘as t temg bob and askeadhhemeWarf I K
understand him.

Evidently troops were being mobilised, but of course Britain was OK. Her job was at sea. | met
friends at Sydney, and nearly missed @tevayfor Brisbane, my port. | had lots of things for my brother up
countryandver nearly lost them through a ship’s sling
brother at Wondai, out in the bush, very scared of snakes for a time, believe me. He had a baby daughter and
| had to help quite a lot. The idea in my mind wasetnimn to NSW where | had a very great friend and if
need be to enlist. | eventually arrived south to NSW and he told me a miller at Temora wanted me badly. He
had actually promised the man | would go.

This was in January 1915 and the call for men wamisggy not very urgent. So up | went to
Temora but the Landing was enough and down to Syd
only just out here and I would be lost with these
in the few days that | had had at Brisbane | had met one of my hometown school pals, a friend of my
brothers, who had joined up and was at Enoggera Camp and he seemed to fit in with these curious
Australians. So to Victoria Barracks | went. Passed through pfomising to have a few teeth fixed up and
we nt out to Liverpool Camp, a place I had never
eventually, we were sorted out into tents, issued with blue dungarees, knife, fork, spoon, pannikin, plate
boots, white soft hat etc. Signallers were called for and | and several more stepped out and were then sent to
the sigs camp close by. | was soon at home and there were many English chaps among them with whom |
formed a lasting friendship.

Nextmorningfi di scovered that all my ‘“issue’ of <c¢clot
either to pay for them or do the obvious: pinch some more, and being a good soldier | soon pinched some
more. Liverpool was a rotten place for a camp. Close toitke with damp mists and low flat land it was
often a wonder to me how men were ever brought to any efficiency. It speaks volumes for the staff. We
bogged into our job, interspersed with route marches along the very dusty roads. There were thousands of
menand when it rained the result was indescribable.

We were a happy crowd with very few —‘abootdlzer s’
were rushed over to ordnance and fitted out with full uniform. What a job those puttees were. That night
Sunday- we left Central for Melbourne. Broadmeadows camp was practically deserted, the troops having
been moved to Seymour. This was the Interstate Signals School Majtmr T Wilson. It was most
important to have uniform signalling, hence there weea fnom all states. The camp was a bleak deserted
place but we were made very [comfortable] with heaps of blankets. Training was pretty severe but we were
all keen. After amorningrunfo O’ Gr ady’ Drill we settled dodvah t o f
the rigmarole of signalling.

The outstanding feature of our visit to Melbourne was the kindness and interest shown by the
natives’ to us interstate men. Every week end w
homes and they gawss a splendid timeDick Hitchen [Richard Hitchen, Pte 2715, 8 Bn/1% Pnr Bn], my
cobber, and myself often went to various homes. Once | remember to the home of a suburban mayor who
had a large dairy. One memorable visit was to a great hearted fellaw $uKilda. For 20 years according
to his dear wiféhe had travelled in clothinggtually with whisky. He loaded us with tobacco, pipesc. No
refusal countenanced. A spread at the CTA ClubHgcsoon found out what sort of a night we wanted and
acted accordingly. Some other sigs who went there wanted a different type of entertainment and they had it
too. And a sore head. | have had always a great feeling for Melbournites ever since.

We wereduly examined at the school and | passed well, gaining three 100% out of three: visual,
buzzer and written work. Certificate and medal are still a treasure of mine. One Saturday night Dick and |
were the only ones left in camp and our tent the only omelistg after a gale. We had a great time getting
the ordnance tent straightened out. We also helped ourselves a little, for Ordnance had a lot of good stuff in
stock. Back to Sydney and detailed off to teR@inforcements, 3Battalion.

13
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This had no sigificancetomedr I di dn’ t knom anothem We were detadet offo n  f
alphabetically. Three sigs to each Battalion of tfiéfigade: Bennett and two more to the& Battalion;
Tom Henham to the"d Hitchen, Jones (myselfKnowles (a SouthAustralian) to the 8 and Meldrum,
Martin and Milner to the 4 We kept up our signalling at the depot, dodging the usual form fours and rifle
drill, and it was only through watching others later on that | ever learnt to slope arms. | passed créditably a
Long Bay rifle range although the Lee Enfield was
used to mark in the pits at home for Dad’ s rifle
Southards and spoons for possibles.

| visited my old friend at Lakemba some weekends. | suppose the boys considered me the usual
stolid reserved Pommy but actually | was busy absorbing this new life among a different type of fellow to
what | had been used to. | fitted in OK but got a bit of laeae when relatives from Sydney visited my pals.
But | received a cable from Dad wishing me the best etc. One sunny day, AUgi#69we entrained at
Liverpool to Sydney in full kit and after ing hect
crowds we embarked on tHeunic A54 at Woolloomooloo. The excitement and interest of pulling out
smothered my loneliness through having no one to wave goodbye and after proudly signalling to the Harbour
Sig. Stn. we passed out the Heads, a full shigioforcements for the®1Brigade: about 1 000 men. Our
officers wereCaptain Spiers and Lieutenant [Arthur Leslie] Hewish, the latter a great chap afterwards
killed at Passchendacl'BatimakhanrgeGodd ‘®'d CoSnpianly’

The ship vent nonstop to Suez. A tiresome voyage: horribly muggy through the tropics with the sea
like a millpond. Transports are, well- just transports. No room to move, men everywhere. Two cases of
meningitiswere discovered. We tlee sigs did a bitof trainingh e r ¢ wasn’t much el se
got used to the damned hammock. Either c¢closed 1in
we fixed them open. We had a gun aft. A 4.7” an
jettisoned barrel or case. A54 arrived Suez, SeptemBemwBhout sighting another ship, with a full
complement. The only man left behind was a Digger well sozzled with methylated spirits, whom the
authorities refused to embark.

We disembarked on the "l@nd entrained to Heliopolis Camp. The boys seemed to take everything
as if they had been used all their lives to a strange country. The taking included sundry baskets of eggs and
oranges off the gyppos at wayside stations. At Heliopolis we were campeeam talits with a bamboo
stretcher per man. It didn’t take us long to fora
up Arabic words, mostly I’ m afraid of-emahmshi‘qliow’ v
ess kind. Many mn bought souvenirs of silk shawls, etc all at exorbitant prices of course, until they learnt
the value of the piastre. Tucker was good and training not too hard. Clear sunny skies and cold fine nights.
We sigs had a great time out on the desert, now gaid attending a native funeral at the cemetery. What a
wailing and yelling. We kept up to our work. Several times we had night operations, but they were to all
extent and purposes just to occupy the men. More rifle practice hampered very much by miraigs W
were in the pits and on the range for transmittin

Dick Hitchenand myself had several trips to Cairo doing the round ofpyfnieamids, mosques,
bazaars, Tombs of the Mamelukes, the Jewish Synagogue wihzitdleskin book written by Ben Esra,
and in fact we saw everything we could of this ancient land interspersed with some dinners, gharri races and
Ezbekieh gardens whevee yarned with some Australidadies. We kept out of trouble and had a great time
ard 99% did likewise.

We were warned for departuire October and the night before we left all the sigs had a great dinner
at St James Palace Hotel. It cost us 90 piastres each but it was worth it. That roast quail was bonser. We tried
t o ‘s ou vassafinger bowlshbet evidently the hotel people had served soldiers before. We left camp
at night and the boys in their exhilaration had a great time potting the lamps in the huts. We embarked at
Alexandria in theBordaon October 2. Thesigshadagrea “ pos sy’ mnear the bridg:e
the bridge, for signalling. We lived well with coffee and rolls at night, etc. Off the coast of Greece we were
warned to keep a keen lookout for ships and one night | was surprised to see a Morse dightlsignrn g © Wh
ship’. There were three destroyers round us. A
point of Europe, where an old shigrecked sailor camped and threw stones at passing vessels. | remember
Malea well before the war.)

At daybreak a light cruiser picked us up and took us into Lemnos on Octdban@6stayed on
board and were kept busy signalling to thegon the HQfamous ship that rumour had it would never
move again owing to the champagne bottles all around itl Bunk there were many sore heads on board
caused by other matters than that. We were crowded on to a smaller siiysnribeiehon November sl
and arrived at Anzac on th& at night. There were lights on the hillside and except for some isolated rifle
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fire that sounded queerly among the gullies all was quiet. We spoke in whispers, bundled into lighters,
shoved on to a pier and sat down onlitbach. A guide met us, a gaurig@er dressed in bits of everything
ricechet b .

and took us to Shrapnel Gully where we camp as we s a't
bounced over the top and fell among us.

To be continueth future issues

1 n

t he

In memory of you and yours

Sue Tongue of Red Hill has contributed this poem written by her fidatid, (Arthur Thomas Jacobsaon)
Oe s t er

’

Artie is a ‘“bush poet who grew
“Australia Aladio. Over '’ on ABC R

| never gotto hear you talk
and listen to how you said things

Or watch you walk and go about your day
and how you really did things.

| never sw you smile or heard you laugh
whenyou all enjoyed the good times

Or watched your sorrow or heard you cry
during thedepressed and often sad times.

I never looked into your eyes to see
the life you sacrificed for our land

Or shook your hand and wished you well
when you left our home for their land.

But to you so much is owed by many
how can this gift be measured

To you who protected our freedom, our rights
your memory will always be treasured.

To those that did what you could not
who stayecat home in prayer

To bear their anguish, their fear, their sorrow
for the loved ones, who were to dare.

Mothers and sistermnd fathers of sons
and daughters so far and away

In alien lands, in alien hands
their bold, their blood, their brave.

up

Many didn’t come home,

how to accept the unacceptable loss

The burden of grief, the dark oight,
the tormentthe tears, the cost.

To you as well so much is owed
how can the dt be measured

You too preserved our freedom, our rights
your memory will always be treasured.
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In memory of the Beaton brothers
Artie Jacobsondedicated his poeran the previous pag® Herbert, Arthur and Christina Beaton and the
Beat on family. Christina Beaton was the sister
grandmother. Here, Graeme Hosken profiles the Beaton brothers.

Herbert Dugald Beatonwas born in Coleraine, Victoriag John and Edith Beataand was a 25 year old

single farmer when he enlisted on"28pril 1916 at Hamilton Herbert was allocated to th& Battalion as

Private 6224. He had been a member of the Nareen Rifle Club foodths.He embarked on theuripides

on 11" September for Plymouth, where he arrived ofi @8tober. (On October 80Miss Pearlie Durbidge

of 25 Drummond Street, Carlton, wrote to the ar my

Herbert proceeded to France b8" December and joined his unit on"®3anuary 1917 following
further training at Etaples.

Three months later, on ?’2Apri| 1917, Herbert Beaton was killed in action at Bullecourt. Though
there is no Red Cross file for Herbdris brother, Arthurburied Herbert and then wrote home with the sad
news to his parents.

Herbert Beaton has no known grave and is commemorated on the-Bilgeosineux Memorial.

Arthur Neil Beaton enlisted four days before his brother and served as Private 6221 ev#ii Brattalion.
Arthur was one year and 4 months older than his brother but was also a single farmer. Arthur sailed with
Herbert on theEuripidesand joined the '8 Battalion in France on the same day as his brother, so it would
seem the two were insephta.

Arthur survived the Second Battle of Bullecourt but was wounded Bis@ptember 1917 aenin
Road receivingashrapnel wound this right leg. Two days later he was sent to England for treatment on the
hospital shipSt David He was admitted dirst to the 2 Military Hospital at Old Park and then on"28
September to the™3Auxiliary Hospital. Following convalescent stints at Dartford and Sutton Veny, Arthur
received two weeks leave, and then returned to Franc8 danBary 1918.

Arthur attended schools of instruction in March and May (Lewis gunnery) and went sick to hospital
on 23" June. He rejoined his battalion ofi July and was wounded again, this time with a bullet wound to
the right shoulder, on August. Once again, Arthur dad himself admitted for treatment in England
(Graylingwell War Hospita) and was well enough to leave hospital 8r6@ptember.

Arthur Beaton did not return to the Front and was in NGofivalescent Depot at Suttoreivy when
the war finished. In Decdoer 1918 a bout of synovitis saw himamitted to hospital. Arthur returned to
Australia on & February 1919.

War Memorials in the Central Tablelands of NSW
Contributed by Harry Willey, Scone

HiLL END

MEMENTC OF THE CREAT WAR I9i4 - 919
CERMAN MACHINE GUN CAPTURED BY TYHE

45 T8 BATTALION A_I.F

‘o the Glorp of God
AND IN HONOUR OF FALLEN
Above left The newly renovated Hargraves Memori{ MEMBERS OF THE A. L F.

Above right and right: The Hill End Memorial features g FROM HILL END AND DiSTRICT. |

German machine gun captured by th& B&ttalion. TIL THE TRUMPET SHALL SOUND. |
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When Anzacs came marching home
Sandra Playle, Pinjarra

On 4" August 1914, Britain declared war on Ger many
neutrality. Australia’s Prime Minister, Andrew Fi
the raising of a force of 20 000 men. This annooma® was met with great enthusiasm by Australians, with
many patriotic young men keen to sign up for King and Country. Others were lured to enlist because they
saw it as an opportunity to travel the world.

The First World War, in terms of casualties amgitths, proved to be most costly for Australia and
the other countries involved. When the war began Australia had a population of less than five million, yet
over 400 000 men enlisted and from those some 60 000 died and approximately 160 000 were wounded,
gassed or taken prisoner. These 160 000, along with the other soldiers that survived the war physically intact,
eventually returned honte.

During the ensuing postar years, soldiers formed -service orgarsations and governments put
projects into placewhile the communities organised commemorative services, erected memorials, and
created honour boards, yet the one thing communities overlooked the most was the soldier himself. Sadly,
many still do.

For many years Australians (recently, in particular,ostkchildren) have visited the shores of
Gallipoli and the battlefields of France and Belgium, as well as the cemeteries whenetbased during
the battles are buried and commemorated. They do this to both honour and research our war dead. However,
the soldiers who were fortunate enough to make it back to the shores of Australia pale into insignificance
despite the fact that their experiences were much the same.

The soldiers and nurses buried in general cemeteries across Australia appear to héaugdigen
forgotten. Although some were fortunate enough to be given military funerals, and many have been
commemorated with military headstones, there are still too many who have not. The reasons for the lack of
markers are var i e dlackdf ability to afford thecexpenseh e f a mi 1y’ s

The most tangible part of WWI for Australians in recent years would have to be the soldiers of
Pheasant Wood who were-irgerred at the new CWGCemetery at Fromelles in France. People started to
take more notice ofhe soldiers in their family and evidence of this was the many descendants who
registered with the Australian Army’s Fromelles P
number of articles that appeared in the print media and aired orsi@heshannels across the country. More
interestingly, several schools on the east coast of Australia encouraged their students to research these
particular soldierd.People wanted to know more about these men and families wanted to tell their stories.

Community and organisations

The people and organisations within our communities are integral to preserving history but often they are
stymied by lack of funding, volunteers and resou
coffers are opened nd s ometimes it becomes a “feel good”’ e
preserving history.

In 2011 the Commission for the Centenary of Anzac released its report. It is a fascinating document
in its scope and content although | am left withgiieems. The Commission writes:

Research by Colmar Bruton identified a common theme that expressed the need for people outside the
capital cities to be provided with ways to engage in the centenary to have a local focus for commemorations
and to be left wit a lasting legacy from the centenary activities. It was proposed that communities may be
engaged in activities centred on refurbishing existing war memorials, honour rolls and avenues of honour.
The Commission agrees that these types of activities womltdlp opportunities not only for communities to

come together to restore and enhance memorials leaving them as a legacy for future generations, but to
discover the stories and personal histories that played a part in the development of their communities.

This 1is a case of ‘reinventing the wheel’” as such
Depart ment of Veterans’ Affairs via the “Salutin,;
that these projects could be part of thenténary, it does suggest that discovering the stories and personal
histories would be worthwhile. | was unable to ascertain how they envisaged that this would be done.

Most states in Australia run some sort of educational program outside of the sckedl ba
curriculum. However, the most comprehensive outside of the Australian War Memorial that | am aware of
exists at the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne. The education officers do an outstanding job of
delivering military history to the state of Victoriget what of the rest of Australia?
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Several villages that are near CWGC cemeteries in Belgium and Framcemeteryvisits for
overseas tourists and often include visits to the local musebome of the local schools run education
programs that studyhe war and the soldiers buried in their community extension or nearby CWGC
cemeteries. Furthermore, some school children of those countries, through their various curricula programs
seem to know more about Australian war history and our war dead thamiwé\dstralia (for example, the
Harefield Churchyard in Middlesex England where children have been laying wreaths every Anzac Day
since the end of the war). Many schools and historians in Turkey, France and Belgium have portfolios on
Australian soldiers tried in cemeteries in the vicinity of their community and | am often amazed at the
scope and content of their research.

By the same token, these countries celebrate various battle anniversaries, to the extent that the Last
Post is played at Menin Gate every evening to honour the soldiers missing in the Ypres Salient. Apart from
the Australian War Memorial, | do not know wheelse the Last Post is played every evening in Australia.
[The Last Post is played evenyorningat 11am at the Sydney Anzac MemoriaEd.] It is surprising that
the same dedication is not part of the military history psyche in Australia.

In its discussion on student education the Commission says:

Between 2011 and 2013, the National History Curriculum for Foundation to Year 10 will be introduced by
departments of education into classrooms in every Australian state and territory. The curriculide g
balanced, rigorous, contextualised approach to Australian, Indigenous and world history, which will enable
students to appreciate Australia’s social, econon
about Anzac tradition, Anzac Pand other important events and symbols in Australian history.

The Commission goes on to say:

In regard to the centenary, clabssed activities and projects may be introduced into the national
curriculum that discuss not only the activities of the Firgdrld War, but the role of all conflicts and
peacekeeping operations that Australia has been involved in, from the Boer War through to Afghanistan in
helping to shape our national identity.

| have managed to establish what is contained in the Austrilisiory Curriculum concerning the

components for Australia’s involvemen ¢t howeaverthere . 1 n

is no further detail as to the content in the national curriculum. i s not until Year 9

historyappears in the curriculum through studies into WWI:

World War | (19141918)

i Students investigate key aspects of World War | and the Australian experience of the war, including the

nature and significance of the wiarworld and Australian history

An oveview of the causes of World War One and the reasons why men enlisted to fight in the war.

The places where Australians fought and the nature of warfare during World War 1, including the

Gallipoli campaign

1 The impact of World War |, with a particular engdis on Australia (such as the use of propaganda to
influence the civilian population, the changing role of women, the conscription flebate

1 The commemoration of World War |, including debates about the nature and significance of the Anzac
legend.

)l
)l

WWII is introduced to Year 10 students in the following manner:

World War Il (193945)

i Students investigate wartime experiences through a study of World War Il in depth. This includes a study

of the causes, events, outcome and broader impact of the conflicepssade in world history, and the

nature of Australia’s i[involvement.

An overview of the causes and course of World. War

An examination of significant events of World War I, including the Holocaust and use of the atomic

bomb.

1 The experiences of Austratis during World War 1l (such as Prisoners of War, the Battle of Britain,
Kokoda, thdall of Singapore)

1 The impact of World War II, with a particular emphasis on the Australian home front, including the
changing roles of women and use of wartigezernment controls (conscription, manpower controls,
rationing and censorship)

T The significance of World War I to Australia’s
particular reference to the United Nations, Britain, the USA and.As

=a =
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During ane-mail conversation with Pauli&m, President of the History Teachefssociation of Australia, |

was able to establish that the content of the curriculum components was left pretty much to the discretion of

the teacher, thus makingtheComms i on’s ideals for the Centenary ¢
Whilst the Commission concedes that the community believes that education is paramount, there

appears to be a rather large gap between their report and the National History Curriculum conedfateTher

during such a significant period in Australian history the soldier and his history are passed over once again.

Australian cemeteries
The Office of Australian War Graves tends graves of soldiers buried in a general cemetery when they fall
into specific criteria all others are the responsibility of the family. Very few cemetery authorities tend
individual graves, and as family members die or move out of the area the gesaesieely visited.They
fall into disrepair, thus obliteratirgpme,if not all, of the soldies’ histories

Within some tate government legislation there is little protection for cemetery preservation and
many cemeteries have been demolished, with buildings constructed over the top of the graves at some later
date. In nany casedrreplaceable artworks in the form of headstones have been destroyed along with tome
of historic fact. Some could consider it to be legalised vandalism and desecration of sacred sites or
consecrated ground. Furthermore, and specific to Westestralia, the desecration of soldiers graves at
Karrakatta Cemetery was described as ‘“inevitable
WA RSL has never publicly taken up the baton to ptotdsout the clearing of sold@rheadstoes
anywhere in the state, nor have they considered introducing a project to record them. Large sections of
Karrakatta Cemetery were completely cleared of headstones without photographs or transcriptions being
recorded. Even as this article is being wriftsections of this cemetery are earmarked for clearing.

An example of the types of burial places being
at Karrakatta Cemetery is that ©brporal Bertie Onions, MM and Bar, whose headstone was removed
during the complete clearing of one of the Roman Catholic sections. Bertie was born in England and later his
family moved to Denmark, WA, where they took up farming. In October 1916 at the age of 20, Bertie signed
up to take part in WWI. Corporal Onionersed with 48 Battalion, being wounded twice during fighting in
1918 and his bravery on two occasions saw him awarded the Military Medal and a Bar to that medal. The
citations read:
Military Medal : For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty duringragions 879" August 1918.
During the advance on PROYART, Pte Oribandled his Lewis Gun with great skill and courage in the
face of opposition from the enemy. At one stage, seeing the Company on the right being in trouble by an
enemy machine gun, Pte Onsoerept out with his Lewis Gun and succeeded in silencing thayegen
which had already caused several casualties. When the final objective was reached Ps@@rimLewis
Gun into position and gave valuable assistance in beating back a party of 20 Germans who were attempting
to regain a strong post. Pte Onisiconduct throughout operations greatly inspired the men around him.
Bar to Military Medal : For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty during the advance near LE
VERQUIER on the 8September 1918. L/Cpl Onigrin charge of a Lewis Gun section, aftee tcapture
of the objective charged a portion of the enemy trench still holding out and preventing our troops on his
flank advancing. Although his No. 2 and 3 were shot twked ahead under heavy machmen fire, took
up a position from where he couldfiéade the enemy trench holding up the advance. From here he gave
covering fire which greatly assisted the flank troops to advance and finally capture the trench and its
garrison who were unable to escap&ing to L/Cpl Onior’ fire. His action displayed @nderful dash and
initiative which inspired great confidence in the remainder of his section.

b
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Previous page The headstone of Corporal Onions and his spouse, Lucy (left) and their grave Tifight)
private headstone gives no mention of Bertie’s wa
Through a concerted effort within a community, coupled with a school education program, each and every
soldier’ s grave, ro af the Office of Adstraliarh War Graves, sodld ke treclaimed,
repaired, restored and researched and their story told. Those well researched and recorded personal histories
could be given back to the community via local libraries, local government ofR&spranches, cemetery
authorities and historical societies, thus ensuring every soldier in that cemetery has been granted the right to
‘live forever’

Conclusion
OnAnzacDay 2012, the talented 117 member Ondepandent r a f
State School pladat the opening of the “House of Australdi

eventwereprominent Australians and Australian historians. Perhaps | am cynical but | have yet to see such
attention given to an event in Western Australia outside of Anzac Day and Remembrance Day. Nor have |
seen that amount of money dedicated to the memory ditselanywhere in Western Australia outside of the
state war memorial or the WA Army Museum in Fremantle.

Paul Kelly of “The Aust r a théGomrissionhfar the Gentaeharysof u s s i
Anzac in his article‘Th e Ne xt  An zublished®8 April @13, Wrote:The report is prudent but
disappointing. It reflects an Anzac story that now carries too many expectations and is weighed down trying
to satisfy everybody from traditionalists to the peace movertrenically, Kelly missedthe way out of
those expectations, which is through the stories of the soldiers themselves. Those individual histories can
reshape the story of the Anzacs and breathe life into what this generation of men were really like.

m— = It is those men that came e wounded, scarred,
limbless, tortured by nightmares and terrorised by their
experiences. It is the stories of what their lives were like and
what they achieved postar that need to be told. These were
amazing men who did amazing things. These are thiesthat
are beyond Gallipoli, beyond Simpson, beyond Kokedar
every soldier has earned the right to live forever.

[Left: An epitaph in VillersBretonneux Cemetery reads:
| fought and died

In the Great War

To end all wars

Have | died in vaif]

Endnotes (1) A tiny percentage of soldiers did not return to Australia, choosing to remain overseas, often as

a result of overseas marriage or close family ties. (2) A number of schools undertook some exciting research
into the Fromelles lads, in partieur t he students from St Mary’s Cath
indicative of the potential for the stories of soldiers buried in local cemeteries to be told. The results of their
research can be viewed hehnétp://smcchistory.ning.coni/ 3 ) < Days and weeks celebr
in Australia (including Australia Day, #izacDay, Harmony Week, National Reconciliation Week, NAIDOC
week and National Sorry Day) and )The &ditaradpséayEachn c e o
state will be teaching the National History Curriculum but has the flexibility to set itsspeaific syllabus

content within the broad guidelinegSor example, it appears that NSW will be combining WWI and WWII

into one Year Pepth Study(b) The NSW town of Parkes has an earlier than normal Anzac Day March and
meet up again at 10.45am to visit the graves edezxicemen and women in the local cemetery. Whether

they visit those with family, rather than OAWG headstones, istgydie ascertained5) Photo of VB

headstone by Andrew Pittaway. The soldier had been studied by a student of McKillop College who left a
shortprofile on the grave during a school tour of the battlefiefdé6.) A s hortened versiort
hasbeen featured 1in the mawaangidehistory.com.dumandithe Editdl hast or y
kindly allowedDIGGERt o us e S a n#dReferencesarticl e.
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/History/Curriculuri/
http://www.anzaccentenary.gov.au/subs/2010/reports/anzac_centenariypop

The next article in DIGGER details how a small group of Tasmanigingluding two FFFAIF members)

are doing their bit to remember those Diggers who lie in unmarked graves on Australian soil
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We shall never forget!
Andrea GerrardNew Town

On 8" March 2012, in a quiet corner of Cornelian
Bay Cemetery (Tas) overlooking New Town Bay,
four generations of the Dransfield family,
dignitaries including Lieutenant Colonel (Retd.)
Andrew Wilkie MHR, the Lord Mayor of Hobart,
Mr. Damon Thomas and Ms Jatyde the Deputy
Commi ssioner for Veterans
along with a number of invited guests, gathered for
the unveiling of a headstone and plaque for
Private Percy Dransfield MM.

[Left: Theassembledrowd at the ceremony.]

Several years ago,FFAIF member John
Trethewey, while researching a number of World
War One veterans, discovered that a number were
resting in unmarked graves. So far the names of
twenty Diggers have been compiled who were
buried in Cornelian Ba y tery)ahichthasibeen ig dperatianrsince the eadyi n
1870s. How many unmarked Diggers’ graves there ar
possibly applies Australia wide.

Our soldiers who died during the war, either in the field or in halspiiave their service recognised
through either a marked resting place or their name suitably engraved on a memorial. For many men who
died in the years after the war, sadly this is not the €asany having no headstone at all, let alone one that
recogrises their service to their country. To rectify this situation, here in Tasmania a group of people
including John Trethewey, hi storian Andrea Gerrar
came together to see if they could change this tgitualL.ong ago Australia promised our former WWI
soldiers that we would never forget them or their service. This project is endeavouring to honour that
promise.

o

Percy Dransfield MM (40 Battalion),
Joseph Patrick McSorley MM (7" Field
Company EngineeysEdward Albert Brockman
(15" Battalion) and Sydney Rupert Roland
Higgins (13" Field Artillery) were selected by our
Commemorations Coalition for what is hoped to
' be the first of many groups of men who can have
their last resting place marked and trssrvice to
their country formally recognised. Six more
plagues will be unveiled in July and another six in
November to coincide with Remembrance Day.
[Left: Four generations of the Dransfield family
after the unveiling of the plaque to Private Percy
Dransfeld MM.]
: S ' As can be seen from the above list of
names, two of the men chosen were awarded the Military Medal for bravery in thé&etg. Dransfield
was awarded his MM for hisoolness and initiative when a party of the enemy was bombing its way up a
trench ... He acted as a [l eading bayonet man and co
them, bayonetting two and driving the remainder before him. By his prompt and courageous act, he saved a
critical situation. Throughout the period his work swaniformly excellent.

Joseph McSorleywas serving with the"7Field Company Engineers in October 1917 at Zonnebeke when he
was recommended for the Military Meddlance Corporal McSorley was one of a party detailed to
construct a strong point in the walof the attackLance Corporal McSorley stepped in and organised the
erecting of the wire around the strong point, during which the party was under very heavy shell fire and
intermittent machingun fire. Despite being knocked out and rendered deaf bglatkat killed two other
sappers, Lance Corporal McSorley with a remainder of three sappers stuck to the job and finished the
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wiring. On completion of the strong point Lance Corporal McSorley volunteered to stay with the NCO who
was almost dead, to sed@ther anything further could be done for him. Throughout the recent operations
Lance Corporal McSorley has shown himself most reliable and cool, and has performed invaluable service.

[Left: The Hon. Andrew Wilkie MP unveiled the
plaque for Lanc€orporal Joseph McSorley MM.]

Different explanations can be given as to why these
men were resting in unmarked graves. In the case of
Lance Corporal McSorley, it is doubtful whether he
had any family or relatives here in Tasmania. His
enlistment papers stated that he was born in South
Australia and that his next of kin was his brother
residing in Perth, Western Australia. Joseph McSorley
was working in Tasmania when he enlisted, later being
discharged in Hobart where he remained until his death
; in 1923. A myriad of reasons could explaimy the

- ~ _ other three had no headstone or marker: lack of
finance; passage of time; split in a family and so on.

While a $1 000 donation from Andrew
Wilkie MHR provided a much needed financie
boost to get the project off the ground, furth
donations wi be needed to keep it going. Al
donations to this very worthwhile project g
towards providing headstones and plaques for
First World War soldiers who currently have n
headstone to mark their resting place. Tk
Commemorative Coalition would like t@lso =
acknowledge the support of Millingtongsis
Cemeteries, AMS Hire, and Mike Wilkie whas s
designed and constructed the plinths. .

<

[Right: Major sponsors of the commemoratio
project (I to r): The Hon. Andrew Wilkie MP;
Scott Cranfield, General Manager Miljjtors,
and FFFAIF member John TrethewBglow: The plaque placed on Percy Dr
Trethewey}

Endnote: If you would like more information about

this project, please contashdreaGerrardby email:
andrea.gerrard@utas.edu@uby mail at24 Mercer

Street, New Town, TAS 7008.

Bullecourt Museum opened

1965 PRIVATE Sadly missing from the large crowd who gathered in
FERCY DRANSFIELD MM inclement weather to witness the official opening of

1889 — 1969 the Bullecourt 1917 Musee Jean and Denise Letaille
HUSBAND OF MINNIE AND FATHER OF on 28" April 2012 was its founder, Jean Letaille, who

STANLEY AND BRIAN . . .
died suddenly just six weeks before.

[http://fffaif.org.au/?p=10439
FFFAIF members known to be present atdpening
included Peter Benson, Jacqui Kennedy, Margaret
Clark, Chris Munro and Yves Fohlen. Yves played a pivotal role in the refurbishment of the mbseism.
secretary and archivist of the Bullecourt Museum Association and was on the Steering Committee for the
project.Yves also participated in the drafting of the texts, the historical research and the selection of images
and objects for display in the museum, now housed
longer article and photographs on the openintp@fmuseum will appear in the next issuUBEBEGER

‘HIS DUTY NOBLY DONE’
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ETCHED IN STONE

(Edited by Russell Curley with additional detail sourced from CWGC by Jim Cqgrkery
Thisisthethirtye i ght h i n a series of ext r ac (Them- AfFEpitaphs] o h n

of World War 17, which will appear in successi?ve
1‘ The second episode on the themer “Bri e
‘ Place names in bold type are cemetery names 3

Perhaps the brevity of epitaphs says something about Australian directness or the belief that in the face of
such enormity of loss a few words could mean more than several sentences. It cotiaigh | do not

want to believe it- that some families cdd not afford the cost of three and a half pence for each engraved
letter. If | have a favourite brief and beautiful message it is that on the grave of Pte J. G. Forgie, of a trench
mortar battery, irAdelaide Cemetery Villers-Bretonneux, the originalbural pl ace of Aust r a
Soldier:

MY BELOVED
This inscription was requested by James Fo@lgie’ s
HE DIED A MAN Pte H. Nock, 40Bn, 7-6-17 (30
Bethleem West Belgium
ONLY A YOUTH Gnr G. S. Smith, Field Arty, 33-17 (20)
WITH A LOYAL HEART Vaulx Hill , France
TIRED OF WAR AND FELL ASLEEP Pte L. Edgar, 50Bn, 24-17 (24)
Noreuil Australian, France
HE DID WHAT HE COULD Sgt G. Kirkpatrick MM, 17 Bn, 154-17 (24)
Trois Abres, France
MY DARLING NED Pte E. Tootell, Trench Mortar Bty, 2418 (21)
Ribemont, France
SOON SOON Pte G. Priest (served as J. Reid)“,1 B3, 1-9-16
THE FAITHFUL WARRIOR (23)
FINDS HIS REST Contay, France
HIS THE NOBLE SACRIFICE Pte C. LKelly, M-G Corps, 28-18 (22)
OURS THE SACRED LOSS Borre British Cemetery, France
EVER REMEMBERED Stf Sgt B. A. Almond, 14 Bn, 189-18 (29)
Bellicourt British Cemetery, France
ALL" S WELL Trpr J. I. Wright, Imperial Camel Corps® Rust
Bn, 61-17
Beersheba War Cemeterylsrael
REMEMBRANCE CHERISHED Pte A. Johnson,"2M-G Bn, 1712-18 (32)

Ors British Cemetery, France

Alexander Johnson (who served in thd' 522" infantry battalions before joining th&“M-G Bn
on 8 December 1918, after the Armistice) died of accidental injuries received nine days later while passing
through an exploded ammunition dump near the village of Flaumont (near Avesnes, France).
Initially buried in the cemetery next to the Flaumheillage church, his remains were exhumed before that
cemetery was closed and reburied in Ors British Cemetery by 1926.
His widow died in April 1919 and the task of selecting an epitaph fell to his eldest son, Master Cyril
Johnson, through his guardiantrM J o hn Hogg ( Adndaw)aai Hec Roy via Twaralganh e r
Victoria. Alexander’s father, Ma r(RC) n , declined an

The family of Sgt S. Atkinson, J6Bn, killed at the age of 30 in the Passchendaele fighting on 7
October 1917, gave him an even briefer epitaph for his headstdngdganthoek Cemetery(Belgium),
simply:

A HERO
| can imagine hisnexdf-k i n saying ° What mo r cdndeede angbeody who knew s a i
anything of the war would realise that every frontline soldier was a (@&jo. Continued next issue.
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The DIGGER Quiz for this issue has been held over while Maurice recovers from medical treatment.
Maurice ison the mendénd will be soorbefighting fit and back with his quiz next issueEd.

Memories of 1918
By Eric Fairey
‘The Sydney Morning HeraldSatirday, 28" July 1923.
Contributed by Heather (Frev) Ford, Montrose.

Many of our returned soldiers will remember the BoisMi at Allonville, the Somme, and the unique
Lilliputian village that was built amongst its ancient oaks and diady in May 1918, several Australian
units, wearied by long weeks of warfare in the trenches defending Amiens, retired to Allonvillbeand t
springtime glories of the Bois de Mén the month after which the wood is named, the latter is the fairyland
of the Somme.

It was amongst the ancient trees of this wood that the Diggers built a quaint village, which added a
fairylike charm to theirsurroundingsln a few short hours a colony of miniature homes was erected from
brushwood and bundles of tough strddh e usual military atmosphdnre of
place of tents, quaintighaped mianias and gunyahs, not more than fieet high, accommodated the
Diggers.This quaint village was a constant source of delight to the inhabitants of Allonville, and to the
Diggers themselves, who revell ealtadventueesinthefAastralidgna t r
bush.You must picture these little brown homes of brushwood and straw, surrounded by seas of blue wood
hyacinths, and nestling under the flaming canopies of copper beeches, and the green roofs of ancient
oaks.Each house had its garden already plantéabd violets ad primroses formed patches of purple and
gold near their doorways; and, here and there, spreading chestnut trees massed their pink blooms over the
housetops.To enter these tiny homes it was necessary, in nearly all cases, to crawl on afffeudsng
weeks in muddy dugouts the Diggers took a great pride in the homes they hadBiushwood huts in a
flower-filled wood were a delightful novelty after the usual village-t@kets, and their attendant odrs of
manure heaps, cobailsand pigsties; and with their walls decorated with photographs, a real homely effect
was gainedThe crowning glory of the Bois de Mwas its feathered choifere, undisturbed by the noises
of war, the thrush and blackbird all day long poured forth a wondrous dloatlody; while high above the
treetops, the primalonna of the songsters, the skylark, sang a song of spring.

The quaint Australian village had many visitort
and the Diggers found that MademoiselfeAtionville was not averse to a stroll along sunny glades in the
merry month of May, with its bird songs, sunshine, and flowsfs.in the woods quickly remedied the
ravages of long weeks of wadrired eyes lost their strained look; and ghostly facesvered their normal
expressions under the healing influence of restful days spent in this fairyland of the Stomasethese
restful days of May that gave so many Diggers a new lease of life, and strength to win through the hard
victorious months thabtlowed.

Endnote: Private 3392 Eric Faireyserved with the 38Battalion. He enlisted 12/2/17 and RTA 4/7/19.

Book rel ease: ‘Farewel |l , dear

FFFAIF membeiRoss McMullin( and aut hor o)fhas‘Tekas — 1
his latest book, ‘Farewell, de a . / biogr
g e n ¢ r allheibookcontains ten extended biographiesyolung men who fd’”"”’f“/[/ﬂ
exemplified Austral iWworldWagliAmongthematel /.04
ot

accounts of arinternationally acclaimednedical researcher; a military offic
described by his brigadieas potentially an Australian Kitchener; a rug
internationalwho became an esteemed administrator and a rising Laboarst
engineer who e x c calctic emidsion; aisiavarywignenon and
community leader who was renownddr successful winemaking at a
unusually young age; Western Australian Rhodes scholar assured of a shi
future in the law and/or politics; a Tasmanian footballer who dazatethe
highest level; and a b u dodstkmogn caeative
dynasty who combined an endearipge r s onal ity with
writing and drawingThe paperback consists of 608 pages of text and 32 p
of photographs for atail price of $4%from all good booksellejs

ROSS McM L

Author of Pompey E

ILLTN
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Notice of John Laffin Memorial Lecture Day 2012

The 2012 John Laffin Memorial Lecture will be held $unday, 24 June, at Bathurst RSL Club114 Rankin Street,
Bathurst, NSW 2795 [ph: 02 6333 2998ww.bathurstrsl.com.aly commencing at 11am. Lunch may be purchased at
the club’s excellent bistro.

The principal speaker i€harlotte Descampswho will give aninde pt h presentation 01
Battlefiel dsBor®inPopetinge, Belgium, in 4958, Charlotte Descamps has lived her entire life (to date)
on the battlefields of the Ypres Salient. In 1998, Charlotte started/dhlet Farm Bed & Breakfast operation,
specialising in hosting guests with an interest in the Great War. Varlet Farm B&B has been listed by tripadvisor.com as
one of the “Top 10 B&B and Inns’ in Europe in 2011.

Charlotte became a qualified battlefield guid€@94 and is a founding member of the Passchendaele Society
1917, a charity organisation that organises commemoration events in the Ypres Salient. This society was a driving force
behind the events commemorating thd' @niversary of the Battle of Passch d a e | e . Charlotte’s r
carrying out research for the Passchendaele Memorial Museum 1917 at the British National Archives in Kew. She has
also:

1 guided battlefield tours for the NZ Embassy on Anzac Day from 2004 till 2009

71 lectured to groupsisiting Varlet Farm from all over the world, including students, army cadets, army officers,
bomb disposal squads and amateur and professional historians

1 established contact between the Memorial Museum Passchendaele 1917 ant! Highthder Regimental
Museum in Toronto, and

1 represented the community of Zonnebeke at the inauguration of a new WWI memorial in Essex on Nollember 4
2011.

In March 2011, Charlotte began her international speaking career at the annual seminar of the Western Front
Associatian — Pacific Coast Branch in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. Between March and December 2012 she will
speak in the USA, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.

It was decided to hold this year s rhembetsparticipatingini t t 1 ¢
the Gallipoli extension of the 2012 FFFAIF Commemoration Tour a reasonable interval between the Lecture”and the 2
July departure date. Bathurst was chosen as a central venue, not too distant from Sydney and the Centralé/éest, wher
good number of our members reside. The city was the birthplace of CEW Bean and home of the training depot for the
54" Battalion AIF. Bathurst has many historic buildings and memorials and is home to the Mount Panorama race track.
PleaseRSVP by 21" June 2012, with numbers attending, to:

Secretary FFFAIF Inc

PO Box 4208

OATLEY WEST NSW 2223

or email Chris Munrosecretary @fffaif.org.auor phone0448 266 634leave a message if unanswered).

FFFAIF thanksBathurst RSL Club for its kind donation of a function room for the 2012 John Laffin Memorial Lecture.
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