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Trench talk

Graeme Hosken.
This issue
Thanks toour contributors, and to th&upportof the committeeit has been possible fmiblish another 80
pageissue Enj oy t hi s bpaskedwith‘greattonesef thé First Al u e
New members
We welcomeFrances BluhdornWarren Chislett,Ronald Dures,Pder Nowlan, Lynette SullivanTim
Reynoldsand Judith Woodb the FFFAIF.
The Harrower Collection
FFFAIF memberDavid Harrower hasbeen collecting medals, plagues and military memorabilia since
2001, with special focus on the'3384", 35" and 36' Battalions (all NSW) which formed thé"®rigade.
David’s collection cSwansedRSL €lebd iYoubube video of Pdvia giscuissing t h ¢
his military history research and collection can be viewed at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nv3uFVabG3ee also a tribute to the men of th& &attalion at:
http:/www.youtube.com/watch?NR=1&v=CZBiK2MX4&feature=endscreefhasmany Digger portraits].
David also has a web presencevatvw.harrowercollection.com Check out the exceli links from the
menu page. It is obvious that Dayidtshundreds of hours into his militahystory passion.
Miranda War Memorial to be moved
Following a donation of $50 000 from the Sutherland Shire Council, $40 000 from the NSW Government
and commuity contributions bringing the total funds raised to near $150 000, the Miranda War Memorial
[see DIGGER 39, pp401] will be moved to a new site in mid 2013. This will relocate the memorial to
Seymour Shaw Park, which will improve its access and amenity and safely accommodate the crowds of up to
5 000 people who attend the Anzac Day dawn service (the séargedt in Sydney). Mr Bruce Grimley,

Miranda RSLSulbbr anch president stated: ‘*The new locatio
more dignified setting with disabled access ... Fa
memorial inmor e private and comfortable surr geloeatonngs .’
appeal. [ Source: “The St George & Sutherland Shir

Story behind cover photo

Andrew Macdonald only knew the soldiepi ct ured on the front cover as
Within 24 hours of placing the phot o Tirohycetthad FFF /
identified Col as being, in all likelihoo@rivate 2758 Colin Maxwell Harkins, 2" Pioneers. T used the
2%Pioneer embarkation roll to find the possible
comparison. The evidence certainly indicates that
Facebook update

Our Facebookgroupnow ha 5% membersA successful search for information was achievedAfoanda
CapesDavis who wished to find a photograph bieutenants HEB andRAW Smith of the 19" Bn (both

brothers KIA). Within minuteskim Phillips was able to supply Amanda with photos of the two nigih.
Frosthas put wup some interesting °tJtaequi Annpabtednsome’ ph
photos of a most unusual honour roll from Bungawalbin. To join the group and interact withrfedlobers

from Australia and overseas, contact the Editor (or revisit the note seM#HBER41.)
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‘Home away from home’ : The Cl arke f a
Pamela GoesclChatswood.

After the disastrous battle of Fromelles on2[®July 1916, the 35Battalion continued dn the Somme,
marching for hours in pouring rain, sometimes with little food, often trudging through mud, often under
continuous bombardment. For the first time in his 19 years, my fadiég Private Walter Herbert
(6 Ber t djellilBn November 196 and was sent back tdBaitish hospital near Rouen ith suspected
pneumonia. He was visited by an older cougifLieutenant 197 Harold [ :
McKay Bishop of the 3" Battalion. Harold was the elder brother3%61
Private Raymond Charles Bishopof the 5%' Battalion fight], who had
enlisted wi t h Bert in Sydney,
Fromelles. (Ray was one of those soldiers identified in 2010 at Phe
Wo o d, and is now buried 1in knfeavasnt
also found athe burial site, and is to be placed in the Moruya Museum
loan from the Bishop family.) S
Harold had earlier told Bert about the friends he had made ont =
Isle of Man, and suggested Bert get in touch with them. Bert had writtel
them, and lettersangla r cel s had come for b s N
P o 1 1Miss ’Eliza( Mary Clarke, of “Brynwood’, L2 @8 Road,
Douglas, Isle of Mafibelow]).

When Ray was missing after Fromelles, Bert had written to his
cousin, Har ol d,disappearaneel Harold then copi€d R a y
out Bert’s letter and sent it t o 1
Ray from the British Red Cross Society in London in a letter dated
22" August 1916. These letters are now in the Australian Red Cross
Wounded and Miing Enquiry Bureau Files, 1948 War, at the
Australian War Memorial in Canberra [LDRL/0428].

Bert was sent across to England on the hospital Asiprias
and on to the Kitchener Hospital in Brighton. From there he wrote to
Miss Clarke, asking if sheoald possibly send him some stamps. Not
only did the stamps arrive, but they were accompanied by two new
tenshilling notes— Aunt Pollie had realised immediately that Bert
literally had no money, as he had been evacuated directly from the
trenches. On 1&pril 1917, in a letter home to his family from Dartford Hospital, Bert had writiiera
|l etter a day or so ago, Mi s s[ BCd ratr’kse sdtinhdegrislh @ 6 @ o b ¢
her, sheb6s great, al way orifwharais anythgng at all shecam do farme. |  wan

When Bert became well again (after suspected heart problems), he was given leave on 30 April
1917, and a transport pass, and set off for the Isle of Man, which was reached by boat from Liverpool. The
Clarke family met him at the wharf and took himtheirhome.

The family consisted of three siblings, who had not married, and who lived together in a big house
called “Brynwood’”. They were three of t heiet,fideve ch
Hattersley.John Hattersley Clarke was the Isle of Man agent for the Norwich Insurance Company and was
very involved in local church and philanthropic work. At the outbreak of the war, John Clarke would have

been aged 46. He had two sistdgiza Mary ( “ Aunt Pollie’ ), who was aged
brother in his office, an®&arah, aged 51, who looked after the household. As Bert wrote to his family on 17
May, 1917:
They have a lovely house just outside Douglas, just the three of tlete, A& her sister and
brother. Theyobére fine people & made me quite a

down over the southern part of the island. We had a grand day & the scenery was fine. The railways
are all miniature, but they are odfortable & fast. On Saturday Auntie went with me round the
northern end of the island. The scenery up that part is truly magnificent. The first part of the run was
in an electric tram along the tops of the cliffs to Ramsay, & the views were grand. Thegntve
across to the Irish side of the island. On a clear day the coast of Ireland can be seen, but this day
was too misty. We reached home about 7 p.m. after a ripping day. | left for England again on
Monday morning, having had a most enjoyable time thEne. island is only 30 miles long by 12
across & | saw almost every inch of it. There are thirty thousand German prisoners over there,
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working all over the place. Auntie & the others are grand people; it did one good to be with them for
a while.

Early in the war, the family had decided that they could
best help the war effort by
h o me’ for sol diers from the
no relatives to visit when on leave in England. They
were a very hospitable, kindly family amdany, like
Bert Bishop, visited there during the war years. It was a
very safe place during the war as shipping to the Isle
was not attacked by submarines because the German
prisoners were being transported across to the island.
[Left: Sarah (left), Johand Eliza Mary Clarke.]
Not only were the visiting servicemen treated
as family, but Aunt Pollie became a postal forwarding
agency for them, wrote to their families back home,
sent them parcels and letters, and kept up correspondence with the autinginge® find out information
about those missing in action. In one letter to London, dated 18 October 1916, she wrote:
| am in touch wth a lot of Australians atthefont ¢é fri ends of my cousi n:
they have told their pals, drso my list goes on increasing, but we are glad of it, anything to help, as
we are all too old for the firing |ine é you \

7

have so far only | ost three killed é

In the same letter, Aunt Pollie aské there was any news about Private Ray Bishop, or aBouate

George Clapperton “ B’  C o"Battaliony [Privated4166A Clapperton was also later listed as killed

at Fromelles.]
There is a reply from London to this letter of 18 October 1916:
Wewere interested to hear of your work for the Australians. It is very kind of you and we are sure
they must greatly appreciate such kind attent.

On 22 August 1916, Aunt Pollie had written to the British Red Cross indroadquiring about Ray Bishop:
If I am not applying to the right source might | trouble you to get it there for ihéhere is any
expense in the matter | will willingly pay it. Lieut. Bishop is a dear friend of mine & he is
heart br ok en agcountgil wantrioado dil & mp mower to help them.

On 8 December 1916, Aunt Pollie wrote to the Secretary of the Wounded and Missing Bureau, Australian
Branch of the British Red Cross Society, concermni
I wrote his mother, holding out no hope ¢é , &
other son[2nd Lieutenant Harold Bishop$ gone. It is not many weeks since he was spending his
furlough with us & as his OC, Lieu€ol. [Owen]HowellPrice has gone too, | have no information
of either of them as they were the only two men | had in "thinf3 [Battalion], 1st Division.
[Lieutenant Colonel Owen Glendower HoweHlPrice was one of the six sons of the Rev. John
Howell-Price, Vicar of St Silds Chur ch Waterl oo, Sydney. Five e
in the war.]
And now | am going to trespass further upon your kindness. About the 22nd November, Privates EJ
King 847 & JD Grubb 817, of the Lewis Gun Sectior! Battalion, were both aunded. Pte Grubb
shot through the arms & arms broken, & Pte King shell injuries to back. GK®b, ' Anzac
Cyclists, who is Pte Grubbds brother & Pte Kil.l
find out where they were. | expected they woulite me as they do so regularly, but no letter has
come. Can you help me at all, | shall be so gratdiativate Edward James King born in
Traralgon, Victoria, had been wounded in action with shell wounds to his back and legs. He had
become dangerousilit in hospital at Rouen and died on 29 November 1916. He was buried at St
Sever Cemetery Extension in Rou®rmivate 817 John Duncan Grubbmust have recovered and
was to enlist again in WWII. His brotheCompany Quarter Master Sergeant Frederick
Lidding ton Grubb, of the ' Anzac Cyclists, also survived the war.]
Then Pte H Stebbing 1579" 8Machine Gun Co, 2% Battalion, wrote telling me his brother
Signaller A Stebbing 2446, same coy. & battalion, had been taken away he thought sick h the 15
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November. | have had no word of him, could you do anything for me in his case? Forgive me
troubling you so much but the lads look to me to help them just as they would their own & their
people do to [too].[The Stebbing brothers were from Melbourr&ignaler 2446 Alexander
Stebbingwas ill with severe apperaitis on 14 November 191#&nd sent to hospital in England. He
survived the war, returning to Australia in September 1919. His brdthégHarry Stebbing, died

of pneumonia in France on 16 January 7,9and was buried at Heilly Station Cemetery near
Corbie.]

On 25 June 1917, from France, BBishop[left] wrote home:

My last [letters from home] were dated about the middle of
March, over three months ago, they take a terribly long time
getting tous. | want you to address my letters to Miss Clarke

pl ease. Ju Bishom aaMisé EM Glark&yBrynwood,
Dougl as, Il sl e of Man , Engl and. 6
am, & the letters will get to me much quicker by going straight to

her than beingooled about at our headquarters. Auntie is only

too glad to do it for me, she is always wanting to know if there is
anything at all she can do, I 6 m
alright. Dondét send the parcel s
toomuch trouble, keep to the old address with them.

On 21 August 1917, Bert wrote from France:

I hear from Miss Clarke every few days, she has sent me several
parcels since | came back to France, but not one of them reached
me. In a letter yesterday she sadthe was sending one of
chocolates & cakes so | hope it reaches me. | spend nearly all my
pay on chocol ates, but by jingo,

On November 16th, Bert wrote home from near Ypres:

~ The first letters you sent through Miss Clarke arrived this week,

~ they didnot reach me any wearlie
our own headquarters, but it will be much better for her to be
getting them in case | go away from the battalion again as she
always knows where | am. No parcels have yet arrived, but am
hopingt hey 61 | turn wup, especially
looking forward to a great feed of cake.

Obviously, Aunt Pollie was very involved with the young
servicemen who came to ‘Brynwooc
a strong effect on the young soldiers ao from home. On his
first visit, Bert mentioned there were six others there. The
family’s hospitality was remembered by the guest:s
and to their families, and did everything she could to help thesanding on their mail, lending money,
collecting photographs for them, sending food parcels and socks. In a letter home to his family from Douglas
on March 13, 1918, Bert wrote:
| have enjoyed the stay here very much, it is like a second home to medltdo k now what |
done if | hadnét been Il ucky enough to get in t

In a letter home from France on July 8, 1918, Bert mentioned receiving a letter from Aunt Pollie in which
she had told him her brother, John, was being calletl ugbdsbkameBert wrote,he must be all out fifty, &
has hardly a hair on his he adBertwas eraestdohn @larke wasr e h |
indeed fifty at the time.] On 9 May 1919, when Bert Bishop finally sailed from Devonport in Qdaia
the Devanha Aunt Pollie sent a cable to his parents to tell them Bert was on his way home.

In 1925 Bert Bishop wrote to Aunt Pollie telling her that he was getting married and buying a house

to be mnamed ‘Brynwood’. Allandttharik bim forithe tribute,pblit saéd dhe had w i
to admit that she had heard of another 28 houses
Bert used the pseudonym, “Bryn Wood’” or ‘“Snaefell
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Somethirty-five years after the war, in 1953, Ber
Bishop’”s daughters visited
* Br y n Wright]d @nd visited the Clarke family graves i
the old churchyard at Kirk Braddan on the outskirts @«
Douglas. B
The Australian connection had begun with theds
C1 a r dousinssin Victoria. After John Clarke died, there wg
a Death Notice for him 1in
1920:

our n¢e

CLARKE,-On the 24th April,
Douglas, Isle of Man, John Clarke, beloved bestbf
the Misses S and EM Clarke, and cousin of Mrs
Temby, of Traralgon, Mrs F Hebbard, Mooroopng®sss
and Mrs JA Osborne, AscoOt?
Friend. Deeply regretted.

Mrs C Temby, Mrs F Hebbard and Mi#& Osborne were daughters of Alexander and Rebecca Hattersley
who had emigrated to Victoria in 1869 on tB@erona Alexander Hattersley must have been a brother of
Sarah Harriet Clarke, née Hattersley. The sons of these cousins were probably thetfatibAsiso make
contact with the Clarke family.

There were also trib
Man Examiner Annual, 19
interested himself in the Australian Forces.

Several of Bert’s friends also s 650Rrivate (laitet) h t he
Sergeant Joseph Henr yofthedld Battalignpbprn ib Eunobaaaila, NBW, who in
1922 married Madg®ishop, sister of Harold and Ray, who had been killed in action in France in 1916.
Others wer@787 Private Oswald William Knapp Davis 33% Battalion, and 3774 Private Frederick Walter
Ford Chin, both from Milton, NSW.

One Victorian whom Bert met on thele of Man wadHector Waller, then a young midshipman on
HMS Agincourt He later becam€aptain HML Waller DSO, captain of HMASPerth which was sunk in
the Sunda Strait on the night of 28 February 1942. Captain Waller went down with his ship.

There are probably many other letters from Aunt Pollie in other files of the Wounded and Missing.
Two letters she wrote to Harold Bishop have survived or war ded back to Austr
belongings after his death, and now treasured by his
nephew,Bruce Bishop, of Murgon, QIld. Aunt Pollie was a
very devout Christian. In a letter to Harold Bishop dated 14
October 1916, Aunt Pollie remarke@ihese are days when
we are all learning of the things that matter most.

Many of the servicemen accompaniear hto
Sunday morning services in Douglas during their furlough.

Bert remembered Aunt Pollie telling him of being escorted
to church one morning by four Australian Light Horse
servicemen in full uniform, each of them over six feet tall.

Scores of Austradin servicemen must have stayed
with the Clarke family during WW!I and remembered John,

Aunt Pollie and Sarah with affection and gratitude. The
memory of this family has lived on for nearly one hundred
years at thippositeend of the world.

utes to John Clarke 1in ¢ Th
217, whi ch n ®Ouringdtheawatder g h i

[Above: TheEd t or believes that this 1is ¢ Br ysireetviendJ’ t od ay
Endnotes (1) Bert Bishop’s letters to his family 1in
Letters from World War I’ ,tedbyyPanieta GoescB (Sydhey, Brynweod mp i
House, 2010). These letters and his diaries became the sour@es fomeé mo i r : “The Hell,

and the Heartbreak: Br i vat e’ s Vi e w KentfurstWdSWl Kang&aorPreds,” 199Hunt

P o 1 lletters te Bert have not survived. (2) The Editecentlyvisited the Benalla Museum in Victoria,

which contains a display diector Waller, who came fromtatown( as di d “ Weary’” Dunl o

DIGGER 6 Issue 42



Lieutenant Alfred John Hearps, 12" Battalion:

justa boy from ‘fQueenie’?
Andrea Gerrard, New Town, Tas.

Having worked at Rosebery on Tasmania’s rugged we
just how isolated and remote even the more populated places@mas such as Queenstown, Zeehan and
Strahan. The cold, icend snow of winter all add another layer to its remoteness, particularly with snow
covering the hills that loom on every horizon. Add to this the fact that from time to time the roads are closed
due to snow, or the journey made treacherous due to blatkatsits there all day in the many sheltered
bends.

While these places are easily accessed by car today, in 1914 it was a very different story. Access
then was usually via the steamer service out of Strahan or the train service to and from Buaige, situ
several hours away on the nortiest coast. The people who live and work on the west coast of Tasmania are
tough; they know they need to be to live there, but they are also very proud of their heritage, including the
men who went off to fight for Ausdlia beginning with the First AlF.

Mining was and still remains today very much a part of the lifeblood of the west coast. The health or
otherwise of the mining industry and the wealth that it produced is reflected in the townships themselves.
The fact hat a number of communities have been consigned to the history books, while places such as
Gormanston, Dundas and Linda are ghost towns, is an indication of this. Queenstown in 1911 boasted a
population of 3 827 people with just over fijx per cent, iag male! Other industries at the time included
timbergetting and fishing.

In October 1912 the clodanit community of Queenstown was hard hit by a fire at North Lyell in
which 42 men perished. A number of bodies were retrieved but with the firbwstiling days later, the
remains of the last 18 men were not recovered for several months. In the meantime the mine was sealed,
putting men out of work. This whole episode had a devastating impact on the tight community.

No sooner had they recovered rfrothis disaster when hostilities in Europe threatened their
livelihoods once more. Germany was the chief buyer of Australian copper at the time. Until a new buyer was
found, rumours abounded that the mine would close, leaving many out of work at a timthe/iséate was
already suffering a downturn in its economy. The British Munitions Department eventually purchased the
company’s copper and the mine continued to operat
the Australian Imperial Force.

Soon after war was declared in August 1914, around sixty men from Queenstown made their way to
Hobart or to the Pontvillermy camp, intent on enlisting in the hope of a job with a regular pay packet
attached to it, even if only for a short whil&€his compares favourably with the number of enlistments from
Zeehan, a much larger town, with about fifteen men numbered among the First Contingent. The fact that the
vast majority would join the ranks of at&leOnly®ongo
small number joined either the Field Artillery Brigade or the Field Ambulance.

Among the men leaving Queenstown waAHred John Hearps, a |
nineteen year old clefkAnother wasHarry Edward Moncrieff Massey [right : " o

AWM H15810], atwentyt wo year ol d drafts man’ t He :
were friends, having met during their time with the Senior Cadets at Queen

where they were both subalterns. Both came from vastly different backgro -

and it is likely that the Senior @ats was the only thing they had in commo A

Hearps was a farmer’ s s on-westrcaash while 5 ed on

Massey was a Massey entisted as d¥lieutenant in the 12 &
Battalion, was wounded in the face at Gallipoli and lat@nsferred to the 52
Battalion on its formation, before being killed in action at Mouquet Farm o
September 191%.

! Statistics of Tasmania 1911914, p69

2Blainey,G.,ThePeaksofLyeII St David’s Park Publishing, (Hobart, 19
% AIF Project Databasevww.aif.adfa.edu.aw further5 enlisted at Gormanstotocated just outside of Queenstawn

* National Archives of Australia B2455, service record for Alfred John Hearps

®Dr H. M. Massey had been the doctor at Queenstown before he died suddenly in February 1915 whilst attending a
patient. Zeehan and Dundas Herak9 September 1916, p4

® National Archives of Australia B2455, service record for Harry Edward Moncrieff Masse
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By late July 1914 talk of hostilities had been going on for weeks. Each edition of the local
newspapers brought out another storyaftigal manoeuvring or similar. So it was no real surprise to many
when war was finally declared. Such important news as this spread rapidly, even to the more remote areas of
the state. Within days of war being declared, Alfred had handed in his resigrnzicked as many of his
belongings as he could carry and made his way to the Pontville Army Camp. Whether Alfred caught the
Saturday steamer or the Emu Bay Railway as far as Burnie and then a train to Hobart, stopping at Brighton
on its way, history doesot recall. But according to information later provided by his mother, Alfred wasted
little time between war being declared and getting to Pontville to éists he anxious to be part of some
big adventure that was in the offing, or simply being pttriand fulfilling a sense of duty that he would
have learnt first at school and later in the cadet system?

Alfred was the second son, born on 6 March 1895 at Forth,
to Alfred Hearps and his wife Eva Alice, formerly Rus&éfle was
to be the only surving son: his older brother Clarence having died
on 25 November 1893, ag¢lareemonths from inanition.It would
be many years before another child would arrive to join the family
Jane (Jean) Isobel Leitha being born in 181y now, Alfred was
aged stteen, had left school and was making his own way in the
worl d. At the time of Al fred’”s bi
as that of a farmer, working the rich red alluvial soils of the Forth
and Kindred districts in the stat
[Left: Alfred John Hearps prior to his enlistment in the AlIF. Source:
ancestry.com.au.]

Just when Alfred Senior decided that there was no future in farming
and took up mining instead is unclear. For several years the family
lived in Queenstown with its high foreboding mountains, a far cry
from the open expanses of the Forth River valley.iBAtfred Snr
thought he could better provide for his family through mining on
Tasmania’s we st coast t hen h e W ¢
Brighter prospects seadt o have been on offer
mining industry expanded, drawing men with experieinam other
states. Alfred 8r was also attracted by this and moved his wife and
young daughter to Mount Morgan, further still away from family and friehdung Alfred, it appears,
remained in Queenstown; no doubt a steady job and being among friends helped smooth the break. Just how
Eva managed to cope leaving her only son behind is not hard to imagine, given just how distraught she
became when informedahhe was missing in action.

Eva had found the move to Queenstown hard enough, away from hekmitofsemily. According to
family history, Eva spent several months each year staying at Kindred. Whilst visiting family, Alfred
attended the local state sai, with the remainder of the year at Queenstown, where his father was living
and working. A good education was important and time off from school while visiting family was not an
option Eva was prepared to entertain. So along with cousins and variendastiily and friends, Alfred
attended the local schoBl.

Alfred had had a taste of being in the military prior to enlisting in the AIF through his involvement
in the 1 od"Battalioniséning with the Sesidy Cadets as a lieutenant. Olyjdiesenjoyed this
part of his life, which was in stark contrast to his work as a clerk, and when the opportunity arose decided to
join a bigger venture. As the storm clouds gathered over Europe and war seemed inevitable, militiamen all
over the country @re being encouraged to be ready to take the next step in order to be part of whatever
transpired. Me mbe r %Batualfon wehemo exceptidnor cadet s’ 90

The night after war was declared, the commanding officer of tHeBa&ery in Hobart asid all
those present at a parade who would be prepared to enlist in an Expeditionary Force and help the Mother

" National Archives of Australia P1868 War Gratuity file for Alfred John Hearps

SRegisrar General’s Department births.

° Definition of inanition from the Merriam Webster medical dictionary: the exhausted condition that results from lack of
food and vater. www.merriarwebster.com

10 Jean was born 6 February 1910 at Queenstown. RGD 3333/1910 TAHO

! Alfred Hearps 8r was still living at Mount Morgan when war was declazted c or ding to Al fred’s
12 |nformation provided by Mr and MrsiBHearps of Ulverstone in conversation with the author
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Country. According to an eyewitness, ‘“the whole b
unlikely to be accepted due to their & is quite possible then that this same scene was repeated in many
other batteries and militia around the state, if not around Australia, as it geared towards hostilities.

While Britain, and effectively Australia, might have been at war with Germemeg gt August, it
took a couple of weeks before Tasmanian recruitment offices were opened, an army camp established and all
the necessary procedures put in place. The Pontville Army Camp was opened on 15 August 1914 on a large
piece of open and often windept ground bordering the main road between Hobart and Launceston and
adjacent to the picturesque village of Pontville. The site had few, if any, amenities, with the men living under
canvas in what were fairly bleak late winter conditions. Water was putopegt site, but electricity was
non-existent. It did offer an excellent area for drilling and was large enough for all the branches of the army
to have plenty of space for their own movements and ¢amp.

None seemed to complain though, fuelled by eruitiet, the companionship and the possibility of
the forthcoming adventure, whatever that might entail. Those arriving early were briefly interrogated before
being sent off to the orderly sergea®érgeant Frank Wilson  who t ook down ‘ularsch r ¢
as were neces $ Eaclyran was thenlissued withpatliasseand showed a heap of straw
with which to fill it, as well as three blankets. Alfred was allotted to a tent where he was told to deposit what
gear he had brought with him. rf§eant Wilson soon had him and the other men going about the various
duties required as the men acquainted themselves with military etiquette and routines.

Alfred went beforeMajor Harry Nairn Butler for a medical examination on Monday 24 August.
Dr Butler described Alfred as being 19 years and 5 months of age, 5 feet and 8% inches in height and
weighing 10 stone 4 pounds. He was of a dark complexion with brown eyes and black hair. A scar on the
right side neck was noted along with another mark. Alfi@skpd the height requirementldreing passed as
fit to enlistwas allotted by .ieutenant Colonel LF Clarke, the commanding officer,
with a number of other men from the many different mining communities that were dotted along Tasmania
west coast.

As with any new battalion, senior personnel needed to be
appointed. Initially, headquarters and staff for four companies
were appointed to th&2" Battalion, with others added later from
South Australia and Western Australia. Members of the four
original Tasmanian companies were drawn from a particular area
within the state: CAC Company f1
island; ‘B’ L€oampeasyofiramd north
Company from the north west coa
west coast. A company commander with the rank of captain, two
subalterns with the rank of'®lieutenant, a colour sergeant and
four sergeants were appointedgach company. Among the four
company sergeants appointed to

Despite being only 19 years of age and with many older
men to choose from, Alfred managed to impress Lieutenant Colonel Clarke and others sufficiently with his
leat r s hip abilities. His appointment was dated fro
appointed as one of two subalterns to D’ Company

Over the next few weeks the four compani
trained in various aspects of military life, including aqu
and section drill as well as company movements. Witl
fairly high percentage of men who had some previg
experience in the militia, progress was fairly rapid. So
the men were tramping all over the surrounding country
advance g uar d-guard actiomsg taking wp
outposts and attacking imaginary enemies at every poi
the coSmpass’ .

Musketry training was held at the Sandy Bay Ri
Range, a train journey away. But life in the camgHt:

AboveOf fi cers and
Company, 1 October 1914.
Source:rWeekly Couriet, 1/10/14.

[3

13 Brownell, R. J.From Khaki to BlueMilitary History Society of Australia, (ACT, 1978), p2

4 The Mercun22 August 1914, p6

15 Newton, The Story of the TwelftifWestern Australia, 2000 ed), p17

16 Newton, The Story of the Twelftip19
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PontvilleArmy Camp in late 1914804 2 78 C TAHO] was mnot all hard graf
concerts at night, leave parties into Hobart and evenings spent in Pontville itself (cut short by the entrance of
the piquet), fortye i g h t hour s final l eavee .hisghhi fgrimundt’he a¢
entertainments provided by men and their familfes.

There was great excitement on the afternoon of 7 October when one of the local businesses caught
fire. A number of the soldiers turned out to assist the fire brigade. Mdey dould be saved from the
building, which was quickly consumed by the fire. The soldiers, according to the newspaper, helped to
rescue what they could, but were soon beaten back by the ffames.

In late September the four Tasmanian companies weredjdigetwo from South Australia. Kit
inspections soon became the order of the day as preparations for departure were stepped up. On 5 October
the Tasmanian contingent were given the opportunity of being farewelled and of farewelling the citizens of
Hobart wth an official march through the town, commencing at the junction of Augusta Road and Elizabeth
Street. The weather was unseasonably hot and windy which made for very trying conditions for the soldiers
and their families and friends. According to the Watte historian, Leslie Morris Newton, a lack of
enthusiasm was noted among the large crowd that lined the streets. Much of this he felt could be put down to
the seriousness of the occastdhe newspaper report gives a rather more festive picture ofgutiogs
noting that ‘every bit of bunting and every flag
local colour to the festivitie®.

It would be another two weeks before the men left their camp at Pontville one last time, having
rolled and stacked their blankets, struck their tents and left the campsite generally tidy. The rail system
would convey them directly to Ocean Pier and their home for the next few weeks on their way, hopefully, to
England. For many soldiers, England was stilkrefr e d t o or seen as ‘ home’ .
cent of the state’s population said that they ha:q
larger percentage of the population still had connections
there though, istppiy¥en the isla
[Left: A last farewell before the departure of the A2
Geelong Source: Private collection.]

By mid October, theGeelong, the vessel that had
brought the men from South Australi@as now ready to
receive the First @Gntingent of the newly formed
Australian Imperial Force to
Another vessel, thKatuna,was also alongside at Ocean
v / ' Pier, ready to take on the horses and all their gear.

DEPARIIEE OF TASM ANIAN ThOE ' - Despite a newspaper blackout on their departure, word
§ - soon got around and a large crowd fllevery available
space on the pier as the boats were readied. Amid the flag waving, cheers and tears as the boats moved awa
late in the afternoon, a band played “Rule Britan
of the occasion. Manfamilies were saying goodbye for the last time as the ships slipped out of sight.

Life on the high seas soon lost some of its gloss

as the men settled into the tedium of weeks at sea
without stopping to go ashore. The initial euphoria of a
tiptothe: * mot her country’ fadec
Colombo and learnt that their final stop would be Egypt.
While trips to the Pyramids and the Citadel were
popular among the Australian soldiers, less so were the
unending hours of training in the heat and santhas
men prepared to take on the Turks.

[Left: Men of ¢ D"Battbiomrelaxingin 1 2
Egypt. AWM P01987.0017.
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" Newton, The Story of the Twelftp20.

8 The MercunB October 1914, p4ol 7.

9 Newton, The Story of the Twelftp21

20 The Mercurye™ October 1914, p5

% Statistics of Tasmania 1941914, p67 & p81 TAHO
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Sergeant Alfred Hearps went ashore at Anzac Cove with th@&4atalion in the early hours of 25
April 1915. Within hours of landingiHearps and several others from the battalion found themselves in a
position where they may have been able to missthegsht e 1 f i r e b wgun hultets thet weliee ma ¢
whizzing close over their heads, cutting off the leaves and twigs of the bustkes | a s h*arp k

Sergeant Hearps managed to survive his time on Gallipoli without sustaining any wounds or
contracting any illnesses, but this does not mean that he came away unscathed; nor does it mean that his time
there was not without a few closkaves.

In late July, Alfred was evacuated and hospitalised in Alexandria with debility, which was later
referred to as a case of “hysteria’. It was proba
the terrible living conditions than anyeakness of character or inability to stand up to the terrible conditions
there, as suggested by Scott Bennett in his BoBko z i*’e r e s 6

After several months of the campaign at the Dardanelles, conditions were particularly tough, with
drinking water beig rationed and water for personal hygiene being reduced to about-anpefidl a day.

The food was relentlessly monotoneusnned bully beef, harthck biscuits and tea, with mouldy cheese to
accompany it, which many refused to eat.

Accompanying thefood and water on its way to the mouth were the flies that swarmed over
everything in huge numbers. The disposal of human and animal waste was always a problem on the
Peninsula, as was the disposal of garbage. The unburied bodies and the rubbishdtbat guilehe beach
and elsewhere provided a breeding ground for flies. Along with the flies came the lice that caused many a
soldier to scratch to the point of creating sores that became infected. Given the conditions it was little wonder
that illness becamrife among the men. Dysentery spread as men chose to remain in the trenches rather than
seek medical aid until too weak to remain at their posts, thereby spreading infection to others. In one week in
late July, men were being evacuated at a rate of d¥@uper day. Keith Murdoch on reaching the Gallipoli
Peninsula was shocked by the sight of hundreds of sick, exhausted and disillusioiéd men.

Alfred Hearps was evacuated by the Hospital Skgnus, having been first seen at the No. 1
Casualty Clearing Station. Here it was decided that he was in no fit condition to continue in the front line and
was in need of hospital treatment. OAugust he was admitted to the No. 1 Australian General Hospital at
Heliopolis. After an initial period of treatment there he was transferred to the Convalescent Hospital at
Helouan eleven days later. After a further period there he was discharged to Base Details at Zeitoun before
being embarked onto th&ingstonian on 11 September for the return journey to Gallipoli. On
disembarkation he rejoined the battalion, remaining on the Peninsula until the battalion was given leave on
25 November, seven months to the date since their arrival.

In March 1916, on the reorganisatiof the battalions in order to expand the existing divisions,
Alfred Hearps was promoted to the rank of company quartermaster sergeant, which could effectively keep
him out of the front line the next time the battalion went into action. Bennett uses thtdence to suggest
that Alfred had lost his nerve rather than been simply sheltked. Perhaps Alfred simply needed more
time to recover from his many close shaves at Gallipoli or that the battalion needed someone with good
clerical skilsinthesoes and Al fred fitted the bill admirabl:
seems to be without any real evidefite.

The 12" Battalion suffered terrible losses in the battle at Pozieres. In order to bring the battalion up
to strength, the comamders needed to appoint ten new lieutenants from amongst the ranks, but after careful
consideration only nine men were promoted. Among the names put forward was Quartermaster Sergeant
Alfred Hearps; his appointment effective from 5 August 1916. Once rAtfred was back in the front line
and leading the troops, this time as an officer rather than as an NCO.

The next action that the 9Battalion was involved in was the ongoing battle to wrestle Mouquet
Farm out of the hands of the Germans. The attaok tipe Fabeck Graben was still to be undertaken. With
the £' Brigade exhausted, it was decided to use theBBgade which included the 2Battalion. The
brigade went in on 19 August, with th& Battalion on the left, the 12n the centre and f0on the right.

The 11" Battalion was to be in reserve. Lieutenants Alfred HearpsCamdund Roper, a 24 year old clerk
of Battery Point, were detailed to take forward the left section of thé®lieeting little opposition, they
crossed the crater fielsehind a section of bombers under the directiobamice Corporal 84 Hector Lord

22 Newton, The Story of the Twelftp46.

% Bennett, S.Pozieres the Anzac Sto(cribe, 2011), Carlton North, p 235

2 McKernan, M. Gallipoli: A Short History Allen & Unwin (Crows Nest 2010), pp 182

% Bennett, S.Pozieres the Anzac Sto§cribe,2011) Carlton North, p235

% National Archives of Australia B2455 service record of Osmund Joseph Roper, a 24 year old clerk
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of New Town, pushing northwards from P oPozetes 55 t

road, bombed several dugouts’ b ontebeanthe farm puildingsa c he d
Here they threw bombs into its gaping cellars. Whether the two officers realised it or not, they had overshot
their assigned objective by some fifty yards or so, possibly due to the fact that it had been obliterated by
shellfire.

[Left: Mouquet Farm, the site of intense fighting as
part of the Somme offensive of 1916. AWM
E00005.]

According toPrivate 119 William J Winters, the

122"Battalion was ‘forced to
battalion which should have reinforcemh their
left . I n a Carporal eWillem t i o n

Young, he learnt that during the retirement,
Lieutenant Hearps had fallen, mortally wounded in
t he neck. Young was unabl
assistance as he had to go

Lieuterant Hearps was seriously wounded,

' 2 : being hit in the neck by a piece of shell. Bleeding
badly, quite Irkely paralysed from the severrty of his injury and possibly barely conscious, he implored his
batman to go for hel@rivate Arthur Bean, He a r p ’ Id batinan frgne Westerr Australia, remained
with his officer for half an hour, rendering what little assistance he could, before reluctantly leaving him to
go for help and possibly in order to save his own skin. Unable to return, Lieutenant Hearps aed anoth
soldier were left where they fell. Bean finally made his way back to the Australian lines, but despite pleading
with Lieutenant Roper to send some men out to rescue Hearps, such a request was futile given the
circumstances. According to the brigadediar ‘t he enemy shelled af'l. our
being especially viAhygmound cAptusechby she Australians was guickly retaken
by the Germans as they courtdtacked.

At the nextroll call, 2" Lieutenant Alfred Harps was marked dsissing. In mid September his
identity discs were handed in by a member of another battalion. In the heat of battle things can become very
confusing. Men under terrible stress often became confused when later asked for detailsdaly GnesR
Wounded and Missing BuredliAt least nine or ten men thought sufficiently of Alfred Heap$other to
contact the Red Cross with information about his demise. One report suggested that he was a prisoner of war
but most reports were consistent with the fact t]
had been left on the blgtield as the company retired and that his identity disc was handed in later.

While CEW Bean suggests that Hearps was in fact captured by the Germans and died shortly
afterward, it appears more likely that he died of his wounds soon after his bafimais Ede®' Further
information provided byChaplain WK Douglas seems to indicate that Hearps was finally buried by another
battalion in the vicinity of where he fell. Chaplain Douglas passed the same information onto Eva Russell
when he later wrote toeh. The remains of"2Lieutenant Alfred John Hearps along with 200 other men from
the 3° Brigade were never found, deemed to have disappeared under the heavy shelling that the site
sustained over the coming weeks.

2" National Archives of Australia B2455 service record of Hector Edward Lord, a 20 year old labourer of New Town

% National Archives of Australia B2455 service record of Alfred John Hearps. William John Winters was a 19 year old
saw mill hand from Tasmania. William Thomas Young was a 27 year old railway employee of Western Australia who
went on to win the Distinguished Conduct Médnd Military Medal.

2 Appendix No.G, p13, AWM 4.

% Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing Enquiry Bureau Files18904r 1DRL/0428 Australian War
Memorial— 2™ Lieutenant Alfred John Hearps "1Battalion 1310105B

31 Bean, C.E.WThe Offigal History of Australia in the War of 1914918:The AIF In Franc&olume IIl (Sydney,

1921)
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Above left and right: Two views of Mouquet Farm taken by the author in May 201Ear where Lie@nant
Alfred Hearps was killed in action.

Al fred’s name i s "Battaliangproudly etshed on the walhoé thelAwstralian National
Memorial at VillersBretonneux.

On tre surface it would appear thdlt’ Zieutenant Alfred Hearps was simply another young man
among hundreds from around Tasmania who answered the call to arms in August/September 1914, who fell
on the battlefields of France leaving a grieving mother to mdwerolss of her much loved son. But there is
more to this story than at first glance, one that the history of the First AIF does not record, for Alfred was of
aboriginal heritage, being a direct des cetfriagsa nt 0
and leaders.

Alfred was not alone in this, with at least siftye Tasmanian men of aboriginal heritage enlisting
in the First AIF. While Alfred was the first to enlist, he was soon followed by others over the next eighteen
months or so. Nearlgll enlisted well before May 1917 when haHdstes were legally allowed to enlist.

Unlike some from the Furneaux Island group, Alfred and his cousins were substantially of European
origin isr;d quite likely would not have been disbarred based on the aafldbeir skin or their facial
features:

While Reg SaundergCaptain Reginald Walter Saunders MBE,"2& 3™ RAR] is considered by
many to be the first aboriginal soldier to be commissioned as an officer, the cd¢d.ietinant Alfred
Hearpsneeds to be reconsidered imetlight of existing evidenceAlfred was probably aware of his
aboriginal heritage, as it was common knowledge in the district where he was born and grew up that the
family were descendants o figgd)a daughterpflManndlalyennd; yet it isMo u r
doubtful that Alfred Hearps saw himself as aboriginal. To identify himself as an aboriginal would have
denied him access to the cadet system and quite possibly into the AIF. If the standard definition eslaid do
by the Federal Government of aboriginality is applied, tHfi.2 e ut enant Al fred Hear
first aboriginal officer and should be recognised as such. Under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act of 1983 the
definition of an Aboriginal person isgerson who is of Aboriginal desceftSo far, recognition of any sort
for 2" Lieutenant Alfred John Hearps has been conspicuous by its absence but it is hoped that this situation
will change in the near futuré.

For Eva Hearps, back home inQudems,th e ‘ anxi ety and suspense’ wa
could bear at times, as she waited for any news about her much loved son, as to exactly what had happened
to him and where he was buried. To add to her pain in the years to come was the faat meaiage to
Alfred Hearps8r had failed and she was forced to fight
end, Eva was sent his Victory Medal and Memorial Scroll to be among her treasured possessions. Eva also
had to come to terms withthefac t hat Al fred’s remains couldn’t be
of his grave bearing the inscription that she had lovingly prepared for it.

In the opinion of Leslie Newton, official historian and an original member of tHeBa#talion,

Alfred Hearps had an excellent record as an NCO on Gallipoli and it was most unfortunate that he was killed
so soon after being given his commissido@learly, Alfred had shown his potential, and like so many young

%2 The Commonwealth Defence Act of 1903. See 1909 Amendment to Section 61 (h). Also Universal Training
Regulations 1913

33 www.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/lawlinkaccessed 12/7/2012)

3 Contact has been made with staff at the Australian War Memetial have displayed an interest in Alfred Hearps
% Newton, The Story of the Twelftp106
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officers who fell in the line of duty, hispoe nt i al would never be fully act
lost generation of bright young men.

Also serving with the 12 Battalion, and there at the landing at Gallipoli

on 25April, was 1227 John William Miller , a private in
John Miller was the grandson of Fanny Cochrane Smith, whose mother
was Ploorernelle. Fanny saw it as her role as one of the lastalsdf
Tasmanian Aborigines to bridge the white world that she lived in with that

of her ancestrs. All her children and grandchildren were taught how to

hunt in the traditional way, and learnt the stories and ways of their
Aboriginal ancestors.

John Miller was a 25 year old married man with three young sons
when he enlisted in October 1914. ldidy daughter was born after he left
Australia. Prior to enlisting John had been a member of the Derwent
Regiment in Hobart for two years. On enlistment he was allotted to the
12" Battalion, embarking with the first reinforcements.

[Left: Private John \Wiam Miller, 12" Bn, killed in action 25 April 1915.
Source: ‘*Weekly Courier’”, 9 August

Aa _ Private John Miller was described as being of a dark complexion with
brown eyes and Ilght brown hair. After an initial period of traininBraadmeadows, the reinforcements left
Australia to join their various battalions in Egypt. Here the men were allotted to their various companies and
settled down to training in preparation for having a go at the enemy.

Private Miller failed to answer hisame on the first roll call held after the Landing. Initially, it was
thought that he was wounded in action and missing. This information was conveyed to his family, who for
some months lived in the hope that he would be found after getting a letterifinonritien in the days prior
to the Landing. An inquiry held on 5 June 1916 put an end to their waiting, determining that Private John
Miller had been killed in action on 25 April 1915. Whether he was killed as he landed at Anzac Cove or had
made his way riland before being killed is not known. His remains were later buried in Baby 700
Cemetery’?

Also on the Gallipoli Peninsula wayril Charles Hearps, a cousin of Alfred. The son of Thomas
Hearps and his wife EIliza Mamortgwestcoastwhere hie lived witlohisc a me
wife and five childreri’ In August 1916, while serving with the 2B8attalion[Pte 900] he was wounded in
action, receiving a shell splinter wound to one of his ankles which required evacuation to England for
treat ment . Cyril eventwually returned to Australia
long, moving to Euroa in northern Victoria.

Cyril Allen Johnson was also a cousin of Cyril and Alfred Hearps. He enlisted just prior to
Christmas 214 and was allotted to the "1 Battalion. While the battalion was raised in Queensland, it also
comprised two companies from Tasmania, made up of men who had just missed out on joining the First
Contingent. Cyril wasilso of Aboriginal descenlike Alfred Hearps and John Miller, and had spent three
years with the Tasmanian Rangers. On enlistment he was described as being 5 feet 7 inches in height with a
dark complexion, brown eyes and brown Hair.

On 13 July 1915 he was at Reserve Gully undergoindnimagun training when he was seriously
injured in an accident, sustaining a wound to the thorax. Despite being evacuated, Cyril died of his wound
the following day and was buried at sea between Gallipoli and Alexandria. His name is inscribed on the
memoral at Lone Pine.

Cyr i I * sVerbon dohnisan who was living in Sydney at the time, enlisted on 14 April 1915.

He too had served with the Tasmanian Rangers but had resigned after moving state to take up a position as a
machinist in Sydney. Privateevhon Johnson was taken on strength on 6 August 1915. At the beginning of
1916 he joined the Ordnance Depot as an armoury sergeant. After several periods of iliness, Vernon finally

% National Archives of Australia B2455 service record of John William Miller

3" Hearps genealogy compiled by the author as part of a study of Tasmanian Aboriginal soldiers who served in World
Warl.

% National Archives of Australia B2455 service recordgfil Charles Hearps as well as information provided to the
author by Mr and Mrs Bill Hearps of Ulverstane

39 National Archives of Australia B2455 service record of Cyril Allen Johnson
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succumbed to jaundice in December 1918 and was evacuated to Englandtfoertebefore being sent
home shortly after on theorvadd®.

AnotherAboriginal descendarwasEdward Lewis Maynard from Flinders Island. He was among
a group of fortynine men from the Furneaux Group of islands to volunteer to enlist. Around half of the men
were of Aboriginal descent, being the descendants of the early sealers and their native wives; many of whom
weretaken from their tribes on mainland Tasmania to the Bass Strait islands. Edward enlisted on 21 May
1915 and was allotted to the"Battalion along with Cyril Hearps. At the time of his enlistment he was 28
years of age and working as a farmer. On exatiin he was described as being five feet eight inches in
height with a dark complexion, blue eyes and dark hair. He was taken on strength in the field at Gallipoli in
time to take part in the action to take Hill 971 in early August 1915. THerigade siffered substantial
losses, which included Private Edward Maynard. His name also appears on the memorial at Lone Pine along
with that of Cyril Johnsoft:

While Edward Maynard was allotted to the™Battalion, his cousifFrank Maynard, also from
Flinders Island, was allotted to the 2®attalion, another battalion with close links to the state. THe 26
Battalion was raised in Enoggera, Queensland, in April 1915 with a mixture of Queensland and Tasmanian
companiesThe battalion landed at Gallipoli o2 Beptember and played a purely defensive role while there.

At various times the battalion was responsible fo
Top. It withdrew from the Peninsula on 12 December.

Frank Maynard was a 34 yeardosingle farmer whose only previous military service involved
guarding the wireless station at Flinders Island. Keen to be part of the real deal he enlisted on 5 May 1915. A
fraction taller than his cousin at five feet eight and three quarter incheght,He? had a dark complexion,
brown eyes and dark hair. He also sported a number of tattoos which were graphically reproduced on his
attestation form. Frank survived Gallipoli unscathed only to be killed in action on 30 August 1916 in the
battle for Poziges:?

Clearly, Alfred Hearps was not the only Tasmanian soldier of Aboriginal descent to serve at
Gallipoli, with at least seven others; three of whom were his cousins and all the descendants of
Mannalargenna and Tanleeboneyer through their granddau@htéet r y mpl e * Dol 1 y’ Mo u 1
Edward and Frank Maynard were the descendants of
great grandmother was Ploorernelle or TingnootEr&espite the supposed stringent application of the
selection critda for those volunteering to join the First Australian Imperial Force in 1914 and 1915, not
every recruiting officer applied them equally.

A number of questions remain to be answered. 1
enlisting andwhat they hoped would be achieved by enlisting. It is hoped that through the writing of this
article that Alfred Hearps will gain some of the recognition that he rightfully deserveésuast r al i a0 s
army officer of Aboriginal heritagdt is not intended to deny Reg Saunders his place in our military history
or to demean his achievements, but simply to set the record straight.

Book on 1° Division AIF released
Divisional histories are not that common in AIF writing, with Captain AD Els ’ “Story of
Australian Divi s i-known aridaised ly researehersn@iting awividiohal history|is a
major undertaking, as it requires synthesising information on 12 infantry battalions, multiple HQs and many
attached units,uxh as artillery, DACs, engineers, pioneers, field ambulances, signallers, chaplains, etc.
Robert Stevenson of UNSW/ADFA has bitten the bullet pawned To Wi n  t h ¢ AuBtealian|1 ¢ : 1
Division in the Great War, 193149 1 8 ° . Hi s b Australian ArmypHisiory sexe§ and tas been
published by Cambridge University Pré&3BN 978 1-107-028685].
Robert has written on the formation of tHéDivision at the outbreak of the war, its structure and leadership,
before providing accounts of thighting achievements of the division. Maps and photographs are used to
supplement the text. This book would be a worthwhile purchase for those who wish to gain a better
understanding of the’Division, and will especially appeal to those who had amstoc serve witin a unit
of the division. Available at all good military book shops.

0 National Archives of Australia B2455 service record of Vernon Rhikihnson/Johnston.

I National Archives of Australia B2455 service record of Edward Lewis Maynard.

“2 National Archives of Australia B2455 service record of Frank Maynard.

*3Mollison, B and Everitt, Che Tasmanian Aborigines and Their Descendants (Chrggp®enealogies and Social
Data) Part 2 (Hobart, 1976).
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The ANZAC Memorial, Sydney, and the heritage it represents
Jacqueline Wilson, Moss Vale (nee Treloar, daughter of a Fromelles veteran).
Edited by Graeme Hosken.

This 1is about the issue of inscribing ‘“Fromelles?’
Park, Sydney. The survivors of the Great War decided what they wanted to do to remember their service and
sacrifice. Later generations have no owngrshf that heritage, or any reasonnice d d1 ¢ wi t h ve
decisionsAssociated with this, the six other points below, have all been used as part of the argument for
inscription.

To reiterate those seven points, the argurf@rihscription,was about:

1. taking part in a campaign to have FROMELLES inscribed within the existing niche for France and
Belgium,

2. ignoring the official position that FROMELLES
3. believing -dalharte ibrelasdtodhea Sommeat1als,d

4. not believing it was a planned diversionary attack,

5. believing it should have received ‘Battle Hono
6 . believing thewmp ' wadhadnpefifficiteld Tmdwert he 1930s
7. believing that the First AlF, tise men who were there and experienced all the horrors, after extensive
consultation, got their official commemoration within the ANZAC Memorial, and in particular the niche
commemorating France and Belgium, wrong.

Paoints 1 and 7 above are the pivotal poiot which this issue turns.

Points 2 through to 6 are ‘“furphies
Australia in the War of 19314 9 1 ¥olume Il

This issue is based on getting the facts correct, as pointed out above, and kainvledge with
proper research.

The sketchy look earlier at the historical facts has resulted in a gross misconstruing and presentation
of them.

To clarify why the first point is so out of order is that existing memorials cannot be tampered with.
They are dedicated, sacrosanct, and to touch them is desecration. If change is wanted, then it has to be a new
memorial of some description.

What really happened in the lead up to 19 July 19167

These unchallengeable facts of history are to be found ih®e¢ f i ci al History’ an
the Commandefim-Chief as well as those of the generals charged with carrying out the orders.

One does not fight a war without a plan. A plan is developed through straftgidsgies are
developed by the High Camand in consultation with generals who disseminate the information down the
line. They also use maps of the areas under speculation so they know in minute detail how their various
sections will dovetail together. They also note the terrain, the distamdegeather patterns and the strength
of the enemy.

Planning of the Allied Strategy for 1916 began in December WlLThe Commanderin-Chief
and representatives of all Allied powers and Russia and Italy planned a massive joint offensive astride the
River Somme and another on the Eastern Frwffre, the French ©-C and overall leader at that time,
proposed the Western Front part of the 1916 offensives should occur onmigéxtsont in both directions,
astride the Somme.

He also proposed a serigattacks along parts of the Front before the main thrust. Haig declined the
latter but, as early as January 1916, he did order his generals to plan diversionary operations for after the
main thrust of 1 July, to keep the Germans occupied. Provisioms plare presented for these diversions to
occur at Ypres, Messines, or Fleurbaix and the army commanders were told to prepare.

The German attack on Verdun disrupted these Allied plans. French resources were redistributed to
Verdun, leaving Haig and theritish Army, almost without French support, to fight the planned Battles of
the Somme.

With the weakened numbers, the generals had-&ssess their strategies. Of major importance was
preventing Germany transferring troops from the north to the southevthe main thrust would be, on the
Somme.

The Somme main thrust began on 1 July 1916 and Bean delineates the battles as follows.

It all began with the Battle of Albert,-13 July. The second offensive was the Battle of Bazentin
Ridge and Delville Woodl4-1 7 T ul y, and temporarily paused unt.i
again against Delville Wood, with Pozieres Ridge, Guillemont and Ginchy added, commenced.
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All these places, including Aubers Ridge, were linked and were part of the Bazedgie Bften
known as Thiepval Ridge or Ginchy. These battles continued from 14 July to 14 September and the one that
began on 23 July became known as the Battle of Pozieres.

All these battles continued concurrently or one following on from the other anéddhe campaign
known as the Battles of the Somme. The history of World War | for the British forces on the Western Front
in 1916 was totally concentrated on one big offensive known now as the Battles of the Somme.

The Fleurbaix/Fromelles diversionary oagon was ordered for 16 July to prevent German
withdrawal to the southVeather conditions made this impossible and it was postponed until 19 July. If all
had gone as planned, it would have occurred at the same time as the Bazentin Ridge battle wagdzking

The number 5 533 is always quoted as the devastating casualty figure at Fromelles. The dead
numbered P17 which is less than those who died at Pozieres (237JAlygust). The number who died in
the battles round leper (Ypres), e.g. Passchendadl®olygon Wood, as well as Bullecowgre far more.

The < Official Hi st or y -b&VolAlly Bhe AlRih krance L1916y IChW  Wa r
Bean is worth a rea&tart from Chapter 7 commencing on page 188 and continue till the end of ICtiapte
on page 447. This gives a clear description of the Attack at Fromelles and its relationship to the Somme
Of fensives of 1916. After reading t hgetk,standalonewi 1 1
action’. It wa s rtgnatathe whole Samime Offensivet i ¢ s 1 mp o

AHFarrekcHoc kl ey’ s book “The Somme?’ [ Pan Books, Lo
‘Instructions as to preparations for the Battle?’
Somme Offensivecansalo be read. Following are partial but ¢
16 June 1916:

The First and Second Ar mi es, and the Third Ar

misleading and wearing out the enemy and preventing himdemaing reinforcements to the scene

of the main operations é after gaining our fir

the River Ancre and Serre), further local offensives will probably be necessary in order to continue

the battle, to copel the enemy to use up all his reserves, and to prevent him from withdrawing them

el sewhere. Such | ocal of fensives might take th

All this information is enough to know that Fromelles was not a stéok baté but a diversionary attack
which was part of the Battles of the Somm@ 1 6 . 1t wa su phecauserapart fromthe Gearndan
news releases of the battle, faraising for the ANZAC Memorial began in 1916. Battle Honours are never
given to failed battles and Fromelles was a disaster of mammoth proportions, achieving nothing. If more
facts are needk check the website and the Minutes of the AGM 2011 Appendix and the draft Minutes of the
AGM 2012 for both the articles presented on this topic. They are historically accurate.

A policy to have the France and Belgium Niche at the ANZAC Memorial, Hyde Badney re
inscribed is not what Digger Heritage is about, nor would it refledte v edeaisions.nHistory may
repeat itself but ne@ne can change it.

) ) SR

Far left: Photograph of the
ANZAC Memorial in

Hyde Park, Sydney.
Source:
www.medalsgonemissing
com, accessed 21.2.13.
Left: Rayner Hof f’ s
bronz sculpture of a
deceased youth
symbolisinga soldier, held
aloft on a shield by three
women representing his
mother, sister and wife.

. = — s B
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Gold medal winning soldier, Cecil Healy, commemorated on Tour

Chris Munro, Oatley.

The final day of the 2012 FFFAIF Commemorative Tour coincid, g8
with the opening ceremony of the 2012 Olympics in Londc#

Therefore it was fitting that one of the last soldiers to
commemorated by FFFAIF members was an Olympian.
Upon leaving the motel in the bright sunshine of a Fre

summer ’ S day,

which led to the Assevillers New British Cemetery. This sm
cemetery is the final resting placeght] of Australian swimming
chanpion, Cecil Healy. Cecil Healy won a Gold Medal in the 200
freestyle relay and a Silver Medal in the 100m freestyle at
Stockholm Olympics in 1912.

In September 1915, Cecil Healy enlisted in the AIF and ser
with the Army Service Corps in Egypt asqaartermaster sergea
before being transferred to officer training school in England, where
swam rowed, boxed and played rugbiyrhe poster,below left,
Warrant
Battalion recruiting campaign iwustralia in 1917.

featuring

MAN

YOU ARE WANTED!

IN THE

SPORTSMENS
1000

t he coach took

Of ficer Cec

In June 1918, Cecil Heal
was commissioned as a seco
lieutenantinthe 19 Spor t s
Battalion and was killed in his first
action on 29 August 1918.

[Right: A postcard of Cecil Healy.
AWM P04366.007 Below left The
batlefield grave of 2" Lieutenant
Cecil Healy, the Australian
Champion swimmer6523 Private
CF Bentin; 3732 Pte C Craving
and 1669 Pte W Vaughan all
members of the f9Battalion, who
fell in the fighting near Peronne on
29 August 1918. Mont St Quentin
can be seen at top left corner. AWM
E03362.]

Michele ' s

for the Army Campaign

Pubishing, has now released Michel s

y dowr

sed i
WARRANT OFFICER
CECIL, HEALY )
SWIMMER N
PO4366,007
second book r el

A number of members have no doubt by now purchased and
readMichele Bomford® b o o k ,
found it an excellent history of the Mont St Quentin and
Peronne battee Michele was honouredvhen, having spent
several years researching and writing her book, she was
invited by the Army History Unit to write an abrield version

‘Beaten Down b
Series. The AHU, via Big Sky
‘“The Battle

St QuentiAP e r o n n e[ISBN 997188921941962]The book (RRP $19.99) contains many colour maps,
photographs and illustrations, biogréggof commanders and the VC winners, descriptions of the weapons
used by both sides and has a very interesting epilogue on the Australian Remembrance Trail. The layout is a

credit to the publisher and the book is a great addition to your collectionj effen y o u

Down by

already

[\Bale:oltois] with much sadness that members advised of the death of Mickel s

h

husband, Stephen, a fellow teacher, historian and member of the FFFAIF. Stephen will be sadly missed by

all who knew him.]
DIGGER
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Private 289 Sydney William Strike, 30" Battalion:
The 1917 diary

Graeme Hosken and Helen Barber, Dubbo.

Readers first met Sydney Strike in DIGGER 35 when extracts from his 1916 diary took us through his
experiences in Egypt and at Fromelles, convalescenEaghand from septic hands caused by barbed wire,
his return to France and then back to England wi
1917 diary, we can now continue his story using selected edited extracts from his second yedFin the A

Treatment and leave in the UK

Mon, Jan 1 Usual routine this morning. Nothing doing and very quiet day all round. Wrote to Mum.

Tue, Jan 2 Went before Doctor and was marked out for Friday. Stripped the ward of decorations.

Wed, Jan 3 Put bothboote n f o r first time for six weeks. Don”’
Garrison Theatre, which was rather good.

Fri, Jan 5: Did not leave today owing to there being nc¢
go now.

Sun, Jan 7 Had speal tea in the ward, with prize money won for ward, and all hands quite enjoyed
themselves.

Tues, Jan 9 Up 6.30 and drew kit, packed things for returning. Left Netley at 10am for London, where we
arrived at 1.30pm after fair trip. Caught 2.15pm train flioomdon Bridge for Dartford, arriving at 3pm.

Went by motor to 8 Aust. Aux. Hosp. where we were soon fixed up and examinfortable. Place seems

fairly good. Rather colder here than Netley, feetNT@ h ot ti&@h] goodéb

Tue, Jan 11 Had fall of snow latsnight. Doctor round this morning and was marked for treatment.

Wed, Jan 17 Had great surprise when Stan walked in, being over on leave. We went to Dartford and the
pictures and had general walk round. He returned to town by 7.50pm[&dhStanleyHowells Fisk Stan

joined with Sydney and had also been in the AN&MEF where he served as a petty officer in the navy. He was
a 25 year old clerk when he enlisted and still serving in the Naval Reserve. Stan rose to the rank of warrant
officer then 2 lieutenant with the 30Battalion.]

Thu, Jan 18 Stan up again and got me out for four days sick leave. Went to London by 4.15pm train and

hence to Peel House for tea. Went to see “High Ji
and had supper.
Fri, Jan 19: Booked seats for pant omi me. Had tea at Pe ¢

Lane. Scenery splendid, otherwise only middling. Big explosion at Silvertown, which caused quite a stir in

city.

Fri, Jan 26: Received a wire from Stan whieturns to France today, much betfStan had fallen sick while

on leave Ed.]

Mon, Jan 29 Up early this morning and ready to go on furlough at 8.30am, when we fell in. Band marched

us to station, where we caught train for London. Then to our HQesewhe were fixed up with passes &

pay (£15), ready for furlough.

Tue, Jan 30 Joass & | went to Euston Station, but | had to come home owing to bad b@ad.Private

Charles Percy Joass 21 year old labourer from Five Dock when he enlisted in tfeé83d

Thu, Feb 1 Met Cather at breakfast. We went to the zoo at Regents Park, had good look around and was

well pleased with all seen. Went to tea and concert given by General Sir lan Hamilton, where all hands were

made at home and thoroughly enjoyedniBee 1 v e s . Met Cather & O’ Connor

Dazzl1l e’ , wh [Pteh28wRabert Joseph Cathetl year old pastry cook, and stoker with Naval

Reserve, from Paddington, enlisted with Sydney 20/7/15. Transferr&dM& &Battalion from30" Bn. Pte

253 Charl es He30bBnr20 ye@r®l@ painteroand naval reservist from Coogee, enlisted

12/7/15.]
Between February"2and 7, Sydneyo6s busy | eave was taken wu
Col i seum, t h e BudkinghagnéPalac& tViattwrih &emorial, Westminster Abbey, the
Changing of the Guard, St Paul 6s Cathedr al and
theatrical shows and reviews. Like many Australians on leave, he then bought a train ticket to
Edinburgh in Scotland Ed.

Thu, Feb 8 Arrived at Edinburgh at 10am, two hours late. Went out & seen the Forth Bridge and went

across it. It was fine and a great emener. Edinburgh seems most interesting city and rather more homely

than London. Should hawgood time here.
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Fri, Feb 9: Up at 9am and had breakfast. Went to Edinburgh Castle and St Giles Cathedral before dinner and
both places were full of interest. Sent home Book of Views to mother and Barbara.

Sat, Feb 10 Caught 10am express for Glascsic]. Put the day in sightseeing, mostly on trains. Went
through the Art Gallery which was fine. This is a busy city and much like London in that respect. Caught
5pm train to Edinburgh. Went to pictures to cut out time. Caught 10pm express to Londoen{pyite our

stay in Edinburgh.

Tue, Feb 13 Arrived at Perham Downs about 3.30pm. Handed in pay books & passes, thence to huts.

Wed, Feb 14 Classified by Dr. at 9.30am. Not sure what | was marked but | know | was put down for dental
treatment. Things vgrquiet here and time passes very slow.

Thu,Feb1l5 Mi ssed Wareham draft this morning .. expect
Fri, Feb 16 Fell in at 9am, received new pay book and after usual delay, moved off at 11am for Tidworth.
Arrived at the camp 65pm and soon made comfortable. Met Casson and Walter §4®&h.Pte Robert

Owen Casson30" Bn, enlisted 19/7/15, a 21 year old pastry cook and naval reservist from Mosman. Was
given 168 days detention on 14 March 1917 but was sent to France two nabeth&/&lter Smithdoes not

appear to have been from the"®n so is unidentified.]

Sat, Feb 17 Short arm and dental inspection this mor n
went into town after tea. Had rather good time.

Mon, Feb 19 Fell in 8am and went for route march, about five miles. Had another attack of malaria this
afternoon and had to turn in. Was classified at 2pm, getting B3\&Iney was serving in the Royal
Australian Naval Reserve when he enlisted, and it is in this cagheityre sailed for New Guinea with the
AN&MEF, where he contracted malariakd.]

Tue, Feb 20 Went on sick parade & got medicine. | was put on isolation guard and e@mm. Malaria

much better today.

Thu, Feb 22 About noon there was an attack madettan Military Police, but there was nothing serious at
the time .. Mob ran wild after tea and destroyed a
trouble will end seriously.

Fri, Feb 23 Muster parade this morning wheolanel gave lecturd=ell in again after lunch when we were
inspected by General Maclagan. Mob again ran mad and | volunteered for picquet. Got eight of the
ringleaders after quick raid on Sergeants’ Mess.
Sat, Mar 3: Another muster parade & presentation of medals by Siwtdlen More. Missed some jobs as

Bob, Hogan & | went into town, which visit ended rather disastrously for me, being brought home absolutely
useless. After about 2.30pm everything was a blp#d4 Sgt Reginald Clyde Hoga3d" Bn, a 21 year

old clerk fromChatswood.]

Sat, Mar 10 After breakfast drew more clothing preparatory to making another move. Still at the same old
job [mess orderylRu mour here of forming a new Division, b
out.

Sun, Mar 11 Rob & | wentto Bournemouth per motor, had good afternoon. Met two girls after tea, had
another good time, finishing up by nearly missing last car, which got us home at 2am. Raining all day
somewhat marred our day; still we had a good one. (This was entered up ory§Monda

Mon,Mar12: Don’t feel too good. Think I am getting ml
Tue, Mar 13 Fell in at 8. 30, messed around wuntil aft
11.00am & arrived at Hurdcot t, near S adsit is baufary , a
from any town. Feel worse today, think will report sick in the morning.

Wed, Mar 14: Went on sick parade, was marked hospital with mumps. Left at 1pm per car for Parkhouse
Hospital. Fixed up by tea tdomehow. Don’t think this
Sat, Mar 17: Still in bed. News through re revolution in Russia which would do the country good.

Sun, Mar 18 Word through that Bapaume had fallen.

Wed, Mar 28: Wrote Barbara record letter of 15 pages today.

Thu, Mar 29: Had cabbage for luncixhich the lads [had] pinched. It wass bon

Sat, Mar 31 Left No. 33 Hut this afternoon for No. 5, preparatory to being discharged.

Sun, Apr 1. Left Parkhouse at 1pm for Wilton, via Salisbury, arriving there at 3pm. Walked to the camp at
Hurdcott & waghen fixed up at No. 6 Hut, No. 5 Camp.

Mon, Apr 2: Up for another classification this morning, was marked B1A2 again. Was also inoculated again
and given two days no duty. Met Joe and went to the pictures.

Tue, Apr 3: My arm rather sore and aching today.

Fri, Apr 6: Had lecture this afternoon on the old subje
Mon,Apr9: Gardner & I went to the pictures, where we
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Sun, Apr 22 Up again for classification thimorning. Think | got B1A3 again.

Tue, Apr 24: Was marked B1A4 & for the new Division. Our hut isolated today owing to mumps case in
hut. Joe left for France with a draft.

Wed, Apr 25: Anzac Day. Half holiday & sports in most of the camps.

Thu, Apr 26: Pad this morning, 30/ Edgar & | went as far as Barford for a walk.

Tue, May 15 Mot her’s birthday.

Sat,May1l2 Brown and self worked all afternoon to get
Sun, May 2Q Worked hard all the morning at the hut, but only casend on Consolation Prize.

Mon, May 28: Up early and had a shower and medical inspection at 9am preparatory for going on leave.
Caught 1pm train for Exeter and then 7pm for Tavistock. Got there 8pm. Very surprised to see me. Only
Uncle, Aunty and Clarat home.

Thu, May 31: Out on dental parade all the morning. Only had two out and have to get two filled.

Tue, Jun 5 To the dentist again to get an impression taken for top and bottom sets.

Fri, Jun 8: Went on dental parade again this morning and recenyetkéeth. They are not too bad, but seem

very awkward.

Wed, Jun 13 Up early for bath and getting ready for
Perham Downs at 7pm. Met several of the old boys here during the evening.

Thu, Jun 14 Was marked A elss. This afternoon was put into the draft Coy. and volunteered in draft for
France, going tomorrow.

Back to France

Fri, Jun 15: Fell in 8.30 and had sort of ceremonial parade for a while. Left at 2pm for Tidworth, thence per
train to Southampton. Straightb oard t he “ Viper’, casting off at 6]
Le Havre in morning.

Sat, Jun 16 Arrived Le Havre at 4am. Landed at 7.30am and left wharf at 9am. After march of about seven
miles, punctuated with several spells, we arrivietth@ camp, found our room.

Mon, Jun 18 Fell in at lpm and went to the < Bull Ri ng
home early, but as usual lost ourselves going up.

Tue, Jun 19 Went to Bull Ring where we had lectures and drill all dawads interesting and easy.

Wed, Jun 20 In the Bull Ring again and had bombing practice and lectures before lunch, and skirmishing,
snapshooting and fire control after lunch.

Tue, Jun 21 Rained all the morning so we had bayonet lecture in tents.

Sun, Jun 24: Church parade at No. 2 Div. Camp. Bishop Wren opened and dedicated New Church hut there.
Was not much impressed by his address.

Fri, Jun 29: Reveille 5.00. Breakfast 6am. Struck tents and gave lines general clean up for inspection. Done
nothingforr e st of day, only mess around. Fell in 7. 15p
We were the enemy.

Sat, Jun 30 Had rotten night last night. Continual gas alarms and dtas)dsery cold and damp. Had easy

time after breakfast and were mled by Tommies.

Mon, Jul 2: Went to the Bull Ring again today and had musketry all the morning and bayonet assault all the
afternoon.

Tue, Jul 3 Medical inspection, issued with ammunition and spare gear, in preparation for moving off to the
line. Passedmmunition in again this afternoon, the draft standing by indefinitely.

Wed, Jul 4 Fell in for Bull Ring but were dismissed and cleaned up the linessdRed with ammunition

after lunch and packed up ready for leaving. Left at 6pm for Le Havre, arthéng at 8pm.

Thu, Jul 5: Left Le Havre 2am, arriving Rouen at 6am. Detrained and marched to Rest Camp. Spent the day
sleeping and running things easy. Went for route march through Rouen and quite enjoyed the outing. Fell in
and entrained at 10pm, movifrgm station at 11pm.

Fri, Juy6: Not much rest in t-¢rawdirfg.sAhrieed gt Albed at 9amoMarchegto t o ¢
Rest Camp, had breakfast, then to the Divisional Camp at Recourt, arriving about 11.30am. Made ourselves
comfortable. Had a gae of pontoon but no luck.

Sat, Jul 7 Examination of gas helmets again. On fatigues, Rob and | went into Albert for rations and walked
home. It was a soft job>Division Artillery moved next to us today.

Mon, Jul 9: Fell 1in for fatigues after breakfast and w
was not a bad job, although it was showery most of the morning.

Tue, Jul 10 Went to the range this afternoon and fired fifteen rounds rapid. Did na$ dood as | might

have done.
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Thu, Jul 12: Fell in at 9am and went to Henincourt for our inspection and sports meeting by the King. The
second anniversary of our enlistifjgNo t e : Sydneyds service record sho
on 19 July ad being attested on 20 JulyEd.]

Fri, Jul 13: Went for bomb throwing practice. It was a very easy morning.

Sat, Jul 14 No. 3 Platoon played No. 2 Platoon. Scores being®&Rather a bad licking.

Tues, Jul 17 Moved off 7.30am for Corbie, then went alb@ mile further on to lift a couple of pontoon
bridges for the engineers.

Sat, Jul 21 Very heavy bombardment during the night, around Arras front.

Mon, Jul 23: Fall in 8am and all hands who were in the Fromelles stunt were paraded for enquiries re the
mssing. <A’ Chiedpmbulanceldagug and dresv with them 3 all.

Thu,Jul26: On Town Major’s fatigue all day, filling
hard and we did not grouse.

Sat, Jul 28 Had a go at the rifle grenasl but only got a bang in the leg out of it. Spent the afternoon
sleeping and playing cards.

Tue, Jul 32 In the train all last night. Arrived at St Omer at 7am after rather fast though uncomfortable trip.
Detrained, had breakfast, and left at 9am for iBgirem, where we arrived at 8.30pm, all more or less dead
tired after a march of 12 miles. Billets here hardly as good as the last.

Thu, Aug 2: Went to the estaminet after tea with the lads.

Fri, Aug 3: Put the morning 1in widrl, arfdjeetures.sFéll verybdapeyothise t  w
morning.

Sat, Aug 4 | left with Stan at noon via Ebblinghem and intermediate station for Etaples, then to Lewis gun
school at Le Havre where we arrived at 10pm after most dreary trip. There is no reason wadwitite

week here should not be a good one.

Sun, Aug 5 Told off for Sergeants’ Mess fatigue while
of time to spare.

Wed, Aug 8 Received a pass and went into Paris PJageTouquet]after tea. It is indeka fine place, and

well worth a visit, but mine was spoilt owing to the rain.

Sat, Aug 11 Packed up after dinner, ready to move off
we are to stay for the night.

Tue, Aug 14 Fell in 7.30am and went fdirigade route march of about twelve miles, finishing up about
12.30pm, rather tired. Snow and | went to the usual place and had feed of eggs, etc.

Thu, Aug 16. Reveille 6am. Fell in 7.45am and had physics, bayonet and rifle control, and company drill.
Wehad baked rabbit and potatoes for tea. Great da
Sat, Aug 18 Fell in at 6.15am and went for Brigade route march of thirteen miles around the country,
arriving back at 1pm, pretty well more or lesgdir Half holiday again. Went into town to the estaminet.

Sun, Aug 19 The third anniversary of our leaving Sydney for New Guinea.

Mon, Aug 27: Fell in 7.45am and put the morning in at bethiowing, questions, and rifle grenade
shooting, part of a testifdombing badges. | failed in the first but passed the other two.

Wed, Sep 12Issued with good conduct stripe, which caused a moan amongst the lads.

Sun, Sep 16 Finished section of cable trench about 2am. Left about 2.30am, getting home about 5.30am,
pretty well worn out. Slept till dinner time. Fell in at 4pm and walked up to the front line, arriving there and
starting work about 10pm. We were rather lucky going irgme hit. Usual heavy bombardment.

Mon, Sep 17 Worked all night, leaving about 2.30am, having to walk home, getting back about 4.30am.
Fell in at 5pm and went per motor to the line again. Fritz made things very exciting around Hell Fire Road,
but we got in safely. Still in the old caHkying dodge.

Thu, Sep 20 Peachy and | went to Poperinghe for an outing. Arrived back at midnight.

Wed, Sep 26Reveille 7.30am.Feil n i n battle order, marched out at
House’” trench. We were t otdaik butlleft, cather foalishly pedhaps, butitf o r
could not be helped, | had to do it. Our Division hopped over this morning and were sucfBssfus a

rather ambiguous entry. Sydney had not been well for a few days so was he told to stay out of the battle, or
did he 6funk ité and sneak off to avoid the hop o
did temporarily desert hignit, would he have put this entry in his diaiyZd.]

Thu, Sep 27 Put last night in a dugout. Rejoined the lads about 8am and put the day in at the Reserve line,
until about 7pm when we moved off to the Support line, arriving* about midnight aftestia good luck.

Artillery and aeroplanes very busy all day. We put over some heavy barrages early in the morning. Another
great day. * Polygon Wood.
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Fri, Sep 28 Digging in most of the night, with little chance of sleep. A fair number of the enemy came i

this morning and surrendered. More heavy artillery work during the night. Our platoon on wiring fatigue
tonight. Not feeling well | was not with them.

Sat, Sep 29Had to stand to last night, but the attack did not come off. Fritz pretty active wihtihesy

and planes all day. He made a couatitack on our left at 7pm which was repulsed with very heavy result to
himself.

Sun, Sep 30Had to stand to practically all last night. Another couatéack launched at 4.30am with usual

result. Very heay fog this morning, which was not to our advantage. Had a short strafe after breakfast, and
usual artillery fire during the day but no further losses. Were relieved about 7pm by the Tommies and luckily
for us we got out without Fritz knowing. All back debeat, with a long walk ahead of us.

Mon, Oct 1: Arrived at Dickebueh about 1.30am last night all dead beat. Very heavy artitlerybardment
earlythismoming nd continued all day. Must be another Pu:
wherewe arrived at 5pm all dead beat. Feet very sore. Another great day, though warm marching. Went to
estaminet for the evening.

Tue, Oct 2 Had a rough night last night waiting for our pack and blankets. On a digging fatigue before
dinner. Went to the emminet and missed our lunch. Went on bathing parade after lunch but baths being
engaged, were unable to get one. Went to estaminet again after tea.

Thu, Oct 4: Took on batman for Mr HarrisofLieut Frederick William Harrison, 30" Bn]. Another big

push thé morning, which was successful | thifiRattle of Broodseindé Ed.]

Sat, Oct 6 Usual duties for Mr H. He went to the hospital sick just before lunch. Very cold, wet day and
think the wet winter weather has set in. My feet are not feeling too good again

Sun, Oct 7 Reveille 7.30am. We put the clock back an hour last night, so had an extra hour in bed. Rob & |
we nt to Marie’s place again and had the wusual fe
wet, cold and windy day.

Mon,Oct8& P& ked up and moved off at 7. 30am, meeting
Bel ge’ and made ourselves comfortable.[LidBtaDavida n f o
Taylor Brewster 34" Bn.]

Tue, Oct 9 Several officers, NCOsand menwenp t o the line to see our p
evening. Left our camp at 3.30pm for the front line, where after a prolonged, tiring journey, being lost twice,
we arrived in position at 11pm. Am not sure of the name of the position. Heavy r&stalight. Better
conditions today, yet cool and cloudy.

Wed, Oct 1Q In the front line and taking things as easy as Fritz will allow us. A chance shot got twelve of
our men (No. 2), killing three, otherwise things fairly quiet. Very cold in the mudestdtarting to pain.

Thu, Oct 11 More rain last night, making things rather uncomfortaBkan [Fisk] was killed during the

day and on his birthday too. No need for me to pass comment on his death. Were relieved at 9pm and went
back to the reserve$Eyewitness accounts agree that 2/Lieut Fisk was in a trench near Passchendaele
Ridge when a shell exploded, wounding and burying men and killing Fisk with head and body injuries. He
was buried in a shell hole to the rear of the trench. One account state§isk, who was leader of%2

Platoon, was invited to swap to th& Rlatoon position which was drier and at the time Fisk waa wet

uniform. Thisgenerosityr e sul t ed i n Fisko6s atedtliher Stsamldoa23 asy ema
exactolnfd,r mt ng t hat he was killed on his birthda
contacted by the historian for further details. Stan Fisk is buried in Dochy Farm New British CerBetgry

Fri, Oct 12: Up about 9pm and had breakfast and the imgroff. Went on ration fatigue at 1.30pm and

again got a touch of nerves and had to retire. More rain and has every appearance of continuing. Heavy
artillery work this morning and | believe another hop over.

Sat, Oct 13 Done nothing all day, only gotady to be relieved by the 80

Mon, Oct 15 Busy c¢cleaning up own and skipper’s gear a
and family.

Wed, Oct 17 Moved off 1pm for Half Way House, we are in reserves doing fatigues. Had great home in a
deep @rman dug out here. Fritz plane brought down near our camp at lunch time, which pleased the lads a
lot.

Thu, Oct 18 Usual duties all day, the lads on fatigues carrying duckboards.

Fri, Oct 19: The lads were out on fatigue and copped it pretty hot, bwasualties. Fritz sent over pretty

stiff barrage all the afternoon and well into the night, which made our position rather uncomfortable.

Sun, Oct 21 Moved off at 2pm for the Support line at Anzac Ridge, where we arrived at 3.30pm, being
shelled most ofhe time, though we had rame hit. Made ourselves as comfortable as possible, although it
looks like a hot position.
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Thu, Oct 25 Cabby got tight again and | had the job of my life getting him as far as Ypres where | left him

at the ADS. Got back with ¢hboys at 5pm, dead beat after a strenuous day.

Fri, Oct 26: Lots of the old boys came back today, most of whom were in"tBevBsion.

Thu, Nov 1 Kept running about for awhile after tea, getting ready for going to the school in the morning.

Fri, Nov 2: Up at Sam and kept busy packing up, gettin
9.30am for the train. All day in the train and still going at 10pm, having stopped at several places en route,
the last being Etaples.

Sat, Nov 3 Arrived atRomescamps at 4.30am, having been-ceeried, where we stayed all day, leaving

again at 7.20pm for Albert. Had unique experience of being arrested, put in the guard tent and dismissed with
no charge against us (two mates of mobile artillery).

Sun, Nov 4 Arrived at Albert at 11.30 last night and slept in the Church Army Hut. Left the latter at 11am
this morning for the school at Aveluy, where we arrived in time for dinner.

Mon, Nov 5 Usual duties until 9.30 when we fell in and were put on fatiguesiegrduckboards, doing

three trips for the morning. After lunch we were put in a class for lessons for a Runner and a lecture and flag
drill until 4.30pm.

Tue, Nov 8 More lectures on map reading and semaphore for the afternoon.

Fri, Nov 9: The Boss [Mr Bewster] still in bed [sick]. Second anniversary of our departure from Sydney.

Tue, Nov 20 Usual lectures on map reading and our examination with semaphore. | had good result.

Tue, Dec 11 Still the same old duties after breakfast [digging trenchespading timber, carrying
duckboards, pulling up wire]. At 8.30am fell i1in a
Thu, Dec 13 Still the same old job, and at 9.30am went on fatigue for the Engineers. More station work
with the studentsral a semaphore list of one messémethe afternoon. Cass, Jogkn d I went t o
lecture on New Guinea, which was not too bad.

Sat, Dec 15 Reveille 6.30am and there was no sleeping in either. Busy all the morning packing up for
moving out. Moved ff at noon for Varennes where we arrived at 2.15pm after a fairly stiff march. Left per
train again at 4.30, going as far as Abbeville where we are to stay the night in the train. My feet very sore
after the march.

Sun, Dec 16 Had rough and tumble nighhdhe whole. Left Abbeville at 10.30am and arrived at Etaples at
12.30pm and soon settled down at the rest camp. Put the afternoon in at the Army Hut and the night in the
tent, turning in early. Started to snow at 3pm and still doing so atirned Rathercool here. There is no

doubt this is a rotten hole.

Mon, Dec 17 After a cold run, also a slow one, we arrived at Caestre at 6pm where we detrained, had a feed
and got our gear to the rest camp.

Tue, Dec 18 Up and left Caestre at 10.30am for Boulognbere we arrived at 4.45pm. General leave for

all hands into the city after tea.

Wed, Dec 19 Caught a train for Desvres where we arrived after midnight.

Thu, Dec 20 Found the mob after breakfast, meeting a lot of the old boys just back from Blighty. Mr
Brewster went to ‘D’ Coy and went with him, 1eavi:
Sat,Dec22 Out again with the lads at ‘our’ estaminet
Sun, Dec 23 We n't and seen ‘A’ 2Co& ‘vA’  DCo yCow “Sthisc € v y
afternoon. It was not bad football on the whole. Spent another night at our estaminet with the lads and had a
good time.

Mon, Dec 24 The usual cleaning up continued for the morning. Went to see more football betweeri HQ
Sigs v ‘B’ -1Caky ‘SAd ¢ Ceory, v3-0.Baoth verygpod,Rhe lattereextra godd. Duncan,
McKenzie, Casson, Lewis, Foley & self had a great feed and drink night at our estaminet, the best since
being in France. All boozers open until 9pm.

Tue, Dec 25Had a verygood dinner and an issue of beer. Heard the band play very good programme during
afternoon.

Wed, Dec 26 Up at 8.30am for a change. Another holiday for the troops. Very heavy fall of snow last night.
Everything looked very pretty, and it was far from cadMl sports postponed indefinitely.

Sat, Dec 29 Spent the afternoon at the [Cement] works around the fire, trying to keep warm. Wrote to Mrs
Todd.

Sun, Dec 30 After lunch went and seen the Knecku t Comp . for the Dbattalion
d3and a great game-2tanothergdodgamebe ating <D’ , 3

Mon, Dec 31 Up at 7.30am. Had the usual morning duties before lunch. After lunch went and seen Soccer
mat ches bet wele,n anAd ‘&’  Ba&and2 ° D’ , 1 goalteal ]l .weThe;
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usual four’, went to our Estaminet and kept the o
case in Australia. Another misty, cold and frozen day.
[Sydney ruled off at the bottom of the page and then wirbieistheedo f an intere]Jsting vy

Postscript from 6The Pur plRatatnal iGond: by IHiiesutoerya i
¢ T h " Batalion was born at Liverpool (NSW) on th& Bf August, 1915, about orfeurth of its

members consistingofexa val ratings of whom the majority can
number of mnaval reservists, including Sydney, me n
all from NSW.) Theexna val men were pl ac eedloanudescribes the@uivalpohthey a n
Victorians on August 28 Clad in their blue uniforms and marching with that peculiar rolling gait which
marks the seaman, they made a picturesque iemtryhe camp between long lines of cheering onlookers, the
band meanwhile playing “S oshedtheifnavy blue folSkhathiéy reminech g a f
a separate entity in the battalion, never completely submerged, and always expressmgthesezy, but
nevertheless, strong personality.’”> [ p38]

Extracts from ‘' The Ol d Digger’s W
Contributed by Colin Sutcliffe, Birkdale

“Some of us miderses atirda itnhien gOlads Di gger . “Our aim was
the enemy lines, kill a few and bring back some prisoners. We received word one evening that the Fritz were
attempting to break through to the Channel Ports. Two hundred and fifty of us set out with full packs to
march twentyfive miles to where the action was.

‘Our objective was to fill up a bottle neck to prevent the enemy from breaking through and seizing
ports along the coast. We were in position at midnigjast in time for the first German attack. They came
through in seven waves that nighthe last with full packs (they were coming to stay). Our numbers were
being gradually whittled down but the @G@ns were suffering horrific losses. | was hit in the right hand by a

piece of shrapnel. An officer said to me: “You ca
‘Some of the wounded were being sent back to the rear and being taken out. As | walked back one
my cobbers said: “1°11 give you five pounds for i

2

“I1°11 give you my bloody far m.
‘I'n the morning, when r etlwamef stilhholdirigout id the trerickes. ¢  we
Abouthal f the original two hundred and fifty had be

* * * * * *

E

CAfter I was wounded i1in the hand by shrapnel, ]
France. After about a week or so some doctoryveatrihere to assess the condition of the patients, to
ascertain which were fit to go back into the front line, and which were needing more time to recuperate.

‘The fellow in the bed next to mine wasdmpreetty
think I had much chance. | gave myself no chance at all. | was reading a book and, between times, massaging
my hand to try to get the strength back into my fingers when the doctors arrived. There was a lot of bustling
around and some of the doctorsrvgetting a bit shottempered. | think the matron purposely left me till
l ast . As the doctor was about to leave she said 1
here?” “Oh! Matron!” he said s hasomethingdovnypmapiedewfo w I
paper and left.

‘A few minutes later there was an anguished groan from the manentbed next t o 1

bloodyon e, ” he c¢ried. “Back to the bloody f ronemtoo. 1 i ne
‘Anhour or so later an orderly passed by the en:q
cried. I couldn’t believe myreseattosa convdlescenthidme thatwasc r o

run and provided for by an English philanthropistowiad made a fortune in Australia. He asked me what
line I was in and I told him “cattle.” “Sheep are
[Later in the war]'My tear ducts were burned out and it was three mdoefare | could see again. | spent

the next twelve months with tears streaming down my face. | left the hospital with my sight restored. There
was a little boy there whose eyes had been bandaged for some time. He was a happy little fellow who was
always siging little songs and cheering up the patients. He was due to have the bandages on his eyes
removed on the day after | left. He was looking forward to and talking about being able to see again. The
matron told me that he was permanently blind and woulém@gain his eyesight.
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Seeking Private Henry Bell, 29" Battalion
Chris Munro, Oatley.

The Australian Red Cross office in Melbourne received the first of many |edtdesi 17 September 1916
from the Bell family seeking information aboBtivate 191 Henry Bell. In this letter written from his
brother, John Bell, it statdgs wife and all of us are exceedingly anxious concerning him. Though we hope
& pray for the best.

[Left: Private Henry Bell. Australian War Memorial
Negative Number DA09996.]

Mrs Dorothy Bell had previously received an official

cable, dated 21 August, notifying her that her husband
was reported “Missing in Act
states that they hope Private Bell is amongst the
prisoners taken during the battle:

We know nly what the Def. Dpt told us that he was
missing on 18-20" July. | understand the Dpt thinks

that many of the missing men are prisoners of war. Is
there any way in which we could find out?

Private Bell had been a member of theé"29
Battalion during the itfated Battle of Fromelles on 19
July 1916.

Henry Bell was a 39 year old insurance agent
when he enlisted in the AIF on 8 July 1915 at Bendigo,
in country Victoria. Henry Bell was a prominent
member of the Bendigo community, liiy been the
Secretary of the Bendigo Rose Society and a member of
the organising committee for the Bendigo Egg Laying
Competitions. Henry and Dorothy Bell were married
shortly before his enlistment and embarkation aboard
HMAT Ascaniudrom Melbourne in Neember 1915.

The Australian War Memorialvebsite notes:

The 29th Battalion was raised as part of the 8th Brigade at Broadmeadows Camp in Victoria on 10 August
1915. Having enlisted as part of thecruitment drive that followed the landing at Gallipoli, and having seen
the casualty lists, these were men who had offered themselves in full knowledge of their potential fate.

The 29", 30", 31 and 32¢ Battalions formed the"8Brigade which was paof the newly
raised §' Division of the AIF in training camp in Egypthe 24 Battalion fought its first major battle
at Fromelles on 19 July 1916. The nature of this battle was summed up by"one@29d i er : 6t he 1
being a soldier wore ofhi about five seconds ¢é it was |ike a bl
periods in the front line, the #Pplayed no major offensive role for the rest of the year.

Mrs Dorothy Bell remained hopeful that her husband wag =
prisonerofwan nd began a written c¢amp|
She first wrote to Vera Deakin, daughter of former Australian Pri
Minister Alfred Deakin, who headed the Australian Branch of t|
Wounded and Missing Enquiry Bureau in London. e

Four letterstoMis® e a ki n a p p e ar Red @rosB Waunded
and Missing Enquiry Bureau Fil@he first, dated in November, and th
following three, although undated, appear to be written by the en
1916.

[Right: Vera Deakin. AWM Negative Number P02119.001 |
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O0Mossl eyb6
1208 Dana St

Ballarat
Victoria
1510-16
Miss Deakin
Dear Madam

Hearing that you are interesting yourself for the missing soldiers | am writing to know if you could
possibly get anynews of my husband®®9 91 Pri vate Har ry "Batilion, 8 16fAd6 Co
Brigade A.l.F. reported missing since the-2® of July in France. | had a letter from the Chaplain of his
Brigade, saying he went into the Gemmtrenches & that he thoughe was a prisoner of war but we have
had nothing definite. When hearing of you | thought perhaps you could help us for which we would be very
thankful if you could.

Gratefully yours

Dorothy I. Bell

The second letter 1 nd ifandytwerestillthapeful of Joeodnewshy and Harr
O6Mossl eyb
1208 Dana St

Ballarat
Victoria
Miss Deakin
Dear Madam
Some time ago | wrote you asking if you could find any trace of my husbdr®d (Rrivate Harry
Bel I, 6 A 6 " Battatiom,a8hinf. Brigd®, nissing since July 120, 1916) | am enclosing a letter

for him, in case you do hear something as it takes such a long time for a letter to go from here. | thought if
you had one, you could send it to him as soon as you got word. Hoping and trusting yeuabikt to help
me.
| am your truly
Dorothy I. Bell
My husband is a brother of Mrs Oliphant. Bendigo. Mrs Oliphant is also writing you about him.

Dorothy wrote twice more to Miss Deakin, each time enclosing a letter for her husband. By the las of the
letters she is sounding increasingly troubled and dismayed. She kaps: | am not troubling you too much
but | feel | must do something. Hoping you will be able to help me.

At the same time, Mrs Bell also wrote to the Australian Red Cro8&elbourne on five different
occasions, with similar requests and enclosing five more letters to be forwarded to her husband when news is
received of his whereabouts. Sadly her efforts were not rewarded as she received the following letter, dated
12" Decenber 1916:

Dear Mrs Bell,

Inreply toyoursofthe 29 nst . , | extremely regret to inforr

on the German death list which means that they have procured some of his belongings, including his

identity disc, indicating thishe was killed on their side of the trenches, which leaves, | regret to say,
very little hope that he is a prisoner.

Please accept my heartfelt sympathy in your sad bereavement and while | know too well at the

present time the loss of your husband seieraesoncible[sic] with everything, yet in the near future

knowledge that he died fighting bravely for the Empire will be some compensation to you in your
great loss.

Yours very sincerely

Commissioner

On 26 March 1917, an official entry was made in Priatel 1 ° s service record stat
Action’ , 19 July 1916. Hi s n a mec hheards b eceonmprl eect cerdd ebd
Army as they buried the Allied soldiers removed from their trenches after the battle.

The Red Cross Wounded and Missing Enquiry Bureau Rilew/ided give an insight into the

circumstances surrounding the death of Henry Bell. Information recorded from fellow members df the 29
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Battalion reveal tht Private Bell died in the German trenches, held for a short time by the battalion.
Private 223 HF Downerstated:l saw casualty killed in the second line of German trenches at Fleurbaix on
the 2@ July. Casualty was in the trench which we just occupibdn he was destroyed by H.E. shell. The
body was not buried.

Private 317 stidkdtliBEhaawafsym killed by a shell e i
we were coming back to first line.

Mrs Dorothy Bell acted promptly in writing to The Officer inh&ge, Base Records Office,
Mel bourne, requesting her husband’s personal belo
thing that appears to have been returned to his widow was his identity disc.

Sadly,Private Henry Belktill has no known grave but he is likely to be amongst those unidentified
Diggers who now lie in the Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Cemetery.

Extracts from ‘' The Ol d Digger’s W
Contributed by Colin Sutcliffe, Birkdale

Some of the English people invited convalescing soldiers out for the day to various amusements, and
sometimes to their homes. | was taken out by an old &ingkentleman for a day of bowde hadn’t Dbe
thereve y 1l ong when he came up to me after he had beec
won twenty pounds.’ Later on the same thing occu
winning all day. He must have been a champion bowlesh Bane he was successful, of course, we toa
toast his win.

| delivered the old bloke home (in a slightly befuddled statel)waord came back via the grajee
that from then on the old gentleman’s swalidghsoldieror bi d
told me he had a similar experience. In his case, when he delivered the English gentleman home, slightly
under the weather, he knocked on the door and all he saw was an arm reach out. The man was dragged in anc
the door was slammed.
There was a story going around which may or may not have been true of an Australian soldier who spent a
week with some of these generous people. The family this Digger stayed with were deeply religious, and the
first question they asked him drs arrival was what sort of books he liked to read. He tolohthel e t e c t 1 v
yarns .

“Oh!” the lady of the house replied, frostily:
very good timewith his straitlaced, religious hosts. On his retumbarracks he learned that a mate was due
to go for a week to the house where he had been staying. He sought out the man and told him of the cool
reception he had received when his hosts learned of the beadks fitis wont to read. He told his cobbeatth
the couple never read anything but the Bible and were very religious. He advised his friend to study a chapter
in the Bible so he would be better able to converse with his hosts and have a more enjoyable stay with them.

The man chose as the chaptierstudy the story of Samson, who was said to have killed ten thousand
Philistines with the jawbone of an ass. When the
prepared to answer any questions on the subject he had selected. As his mateséel, fibie first question
put to him by hi s ksl addoy yhoous tr ews

‘Oh!'TheB bl e,’” he replied. 1 al“= ble."’
A wide smile spread over thefll i ()
‘And what is your favourite [ poren f i b1 e ?
‘] like tMe Stmpsyombouthe mal e
A puzzled frowdeatsiesr r ed t he 1
‘'l cannot recall anyone of t 4Bible
' Oh! You mu s t have heard 0 e s ol
remember the big, strong fellow who killed ten thousar
Philadelphians whthearsdb one of a Jew.’

Needless to say, that soldier had a worse time than L.

predecessor.

Above right: Nurses, soldiers and a male civilian standing on the steps of the YMCA, prior to leaving on an
excusion to Windsor UK, circa 1918 AWM Negatve Number A03379.
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Experiences of an Indian in the AlIF: Private Cass Mahomet, 10" Bn
Contributed by Sandra Playle, Pinjarra.

Though anxious to enlist early in the war, | had to think long and hard, bec:
being a fultblooded Mahommedalmdian, | would have to fight against men
my own faith— the TRK[Turks]. Being under the age of 21 years, | wrote to r,
dad for permission to enlist, but he would not think of it. However, | was anxi i
to do my bit for the country that was giving my bread and butter, so | decide, §
to join up without letting my parents know. At the recruiting depot at Port P S,
( SA), the NCO in charge said to n
‘Why7’ I asked. C Well we arerngr

Protection Board over you fellows. =

His ignorance in guessing my nationality nearly caused a stink;
because he took me to be an aborigine, as some of my best mates
aborigines, but because they would not accept me, thinking | was pigisieg
In the end | walked out, disgusted.

Some time later | went to Currie Street (Adelaide) recruiting depot, and everything was going fine
until 1t came to my name. The official in charge
‘Awauarea--. ° Another stink and I hopped it again; I

Time went on. | gave up my profession as an acrobat and left the circus | was with, going to work in
the ironstone quarries at ° partypproceBds oftwhich wdnt tatheaAll t ¢ d
British League- the sponsors of a fund farewelling soldiers. Each week | farewelled a mate or two who had
enlisted, so I wrote a pleading letter to @nudrrie
enlist.?” S o t hat weekend I s et out for Adel aide
showground, there was a huge crowd in front of the circus. Not one among them would accept the challenge
to ride the outl aw, ofaMuvangertd thelcitcds,|acteptadythe saddle @ard svenpira r t
Result: a packed house. ‘“Moonlight’” gave meld a t o
doctor there set it buckshee.

At Adelaide | was outed for six weeks. When the haag wight | presented myself again at Currie
Street. Many of the officials were anxious to see the fellow who was once taken for an aborigine then a Turk.

During the examination the MO said, “Hop wupont her e
my left leg, then did a round of flip flaps and a
He said, “Why didn’t you do that at first? It w

Then into camp .. my fir &lktwasdoa the main gageatathe &xhibitioh,1 n «

jabbing at the post with the bayonet when it became jammed in the post. Before | could dislodeg it half
dozen of the heads passed through the gatehatAl’l I
was about to tell me off when he sighted the rifle and bayonet stuck in the post. He laughed like Hell: so did
the others. Good sports they were.

Before | had my first meal in camp | explained to the cooks that | was Mahommedan and did not eat
pig. So that was all right, as | always managed to get something else. Bartlhmafor breakfast the first
day out was bacon; for dinner, stew with the remnants of the breakfast bacon thrown in. For the first three
days all the dishes had some part of pighem. | kept alive by eating ginger biscuits brought from the
canteen, though | eventually became as weak as French beer.

I couldn’t stand it any longer, so I sought t
Their advicewawa.s ThWerlel ,i si tnnsst hing else to do but
and went to the mess table, just in time to see an officer handing out a bottle of beer to every man. | drank a
whole bottle of beer on an empty stomach and then tore infmtke

At Durban | was made a corporal of the guard for duty on the rotunda at Durban Park. The natives
abused and spat at me saying, * Bl a ¢ k this fromanenandb 1 a ¢ k
women my own colour. They could not make oman of colour being in the Australian forces. Their abuse
ended suddenly when | thumped one of my tormentors under the ear.

At Sierra Leone, being motherless broke, | was sad at heart, as the native crafts came over to our
ship’s side wifthhfrnatiets. i@O®nehe boat caught sig
my agent’ . I hauled uwup the fruit for the 1ads anoc
my kit bag full of fruit. Every time the native sent up a dozefrwt, he would add four © t wo f or me
t wo for King George’
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Church leave

On arrival in England we were sent to Lark Hill Camp, Salisbury Plain. The first Sunday on church parade
all the Diggers sorted themselves out according to their denominations. | stood stock still. All eyes were on
me as the RSM c¢cameWhoavte’'rs tuop mnwei tahn dy osua?i’d:I ‘repl i ed:
wish to go to any other church buty own. There is a mosque at Wtng. So | will need two days leave to

attend there.’ “Won’t you go to anySwlwidsgivenadick r ¢ h ?
and a shovel and told to dig a hole 8 foot long, 2 foot wide and 8 foot deep. | was still digging when the mob
returned from the parade. They sang out to me: ‘< (

And so | was, stpping out causing laughter that could have been heard for miles. All the heads
joined in too. After that | seldom missed a church paraees out with one denomination other every
Sunday.

A few weeks in Blighty and then came France. The evening wfamival in Etaples, an
entertainment was held. | gave a few itemiallads, ragtime and comic songs; and acrobatics. Then my
cobbers kidded me to put gloves on. Three chaps were pointed out as willing to put the gloves on with me, so
| picked the smallgt cove. The programme was such a long one however, that three of the boxing bouts were
cancelled, including the one | was to take part in. Just as well, for the adversary whom | selected was Johnny
Summers, crack English fighter.

ljoinedthe 1Battai on after it came out of Bullecourt. We
out two aborigines and myself. | thought Fritz had drawn the colour line and that we were to be sent back to
Aussie. But the shock was to comave were detailed to becomsaipers. | said to the instructing corporal,
“Why pick on me f o rll‘yeu abongingboys Rave alfreat serse df seeinty, hearing and
smelling’”. Well, this is the limit. I pomdativeied. F
and when he gets in they shove him out 1in front o
to me, | was out for promotion, so | joined the rifle grenadiers.

The first night 1in the 1 itheposkietd raykelf.|Heardarustleins t e n
the crops in front of me and before | could collect my wits something rustled past me. | was relieved to find
it was a big white pig. A few minutes later, back near the front line, the pig was shot, put oohestestd
carted back to the cooks. Next day there was nothing to eat but pork, pork, pork!

At Strazeele | was made escort for two prisoners. On the way one of them started to cry, while the
other had the wind up properly. They thought that I, being ekkdmong a lot of whites, was to be their
executioner. | was too insulted to act furtheescort so let them find their own way back to our cage.

Concert parties

| got on very well with the French and Belgians, probably because | used to tell thémislbksad stories,

one of which was that | had come 14 000 miles to fight for their particular village and intended to carry on
till we won the war.

Arriving in England after the Armistice, | accepted an offer to organise a concert party for
headquartes and stayed for seven months on this job.
Leaves’ . We appeared at regular intervals 1in the
given on the estate of the Duke and Duchess of Semers

Our transport, th&onigin Luise on the way back to Aussie, called at Pag
Said. No leave was granted, so | was one of the hundred who took French
My homecoming was sad. My mother had died and my father was killed i
accident, and beforeréturned the home had vanished.

Still, 1 will always remember my experiences with the AlRhe finest
chaps on God’s earth. Colour or c¢r
theatrical activities in France, Belgium, England, Wales, China, Egypt, Philip
Islands, Borneo, StraitSettlements, Java, Africa and British West Indies, | h
given my initial performance in my uniform with my battalion colours up. At
times I have proudly worn my Austr
in my heart for the good old AIFANd if it goesla guerringagain, you can coun
on the Indian Digger, Private Cass Mahomet Battalion, AIF (though | hate
the thought of war).

Above right: Photo of Cass Mahomet fronttp://trove.nla.gov.au/work/12152775?versionld=14333502
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Sourceof article: ‘ R e [dateiunkhowr]

Endnote: Cassim Mahomet enlisted in Adelaide on 27 Octotr
1916 giving his age a&l years and 3 months, having been born
Wee Waa, NSW. He stated that his occupation was a vaude{ - A U 5 T R- A L I- A i
artist and named his next of kin as his mother, Harsharby Maho
11 Junction Street, East Sydney, NSW enlistment, Cassim stoo
56 % t a ldark cemplexion,drown eyes and black hair. K
was allocated the service number 7036, given the rank of pri
and formed part of the fMBattalion (SA andBroken Hill, NSW).
On 18 December 1919, Cassim returned to Australia aboard}
Konigin Luiseand was discharged in Sydney where he died
November 1955. It would appear from a letter written 21 Janu
1942 from 36A Wharf Road, Gladesville, that Cassim was inteng
to serve as a munitions worker during WWAlnumber of pictures
of Cass relatedb his theatrical career can be found on the Inter
by ‘googling his name. .
[Right: A song written by Cass Mahomet in 1920. The sheet my
shows him in AIF uniformSourcehttp://trove.nla.gov.ail/ -

You can have your midnight choo-choo il
And your Jazz Bands too! J

FOR MINE!

Private 5913 Peter Barloge, 18" Battalion
Yves Fohlen, Quessy, France.

The battle of Mont St Quentin was fought over 31 August to 5 September 1918. We know today that it was
one of the most significaéat of arms and a victory for the Diggers in France which lead to the Armistice.
The2Di vi sion’s “‘Digger’ memorial standing astride
the Diggers’deeds.

But the human cost was heavy amongst theadly depleted Australian units of th&, 2 and &’

Infantry Divisions.

More than 3 100 Diggers were killed or wounded in action. Among these casualti€csO¥&s
Private Peter Barloge 18" Battalion AIF.

On 6 March 1916, Peter Barloge joined tieAIF. Aged 21 years and seven months he was a
farmer by trade, born in Cecil Park, Liverpool, NSW. As a member of thRaforcements for the 18
Battalion, he embarked from Sydney on board HMAT &tdamicon 7 October 1916. On 19 March 1917,
Peterjoined the 18 Infantry Battalion in France. On 3 May 1917 he was wounded in action at the Second
Battle of Bullecourt.

Evacuated to England with a gun shot wound to the back, he spent nine months in hospital then
returned to this unit on 1 January 89Barloge fought and survived for another eight months until he was
killed in action on 31 August 1918 at Mont St Quentin. There is no enquiry to be found in the Red Cross files
about the circumstances of his death. It is just noted in his militarphéitene was buried in an isolated grave
between the broad gauge railway and ruined houses half a mile from Peronne.

Later, his body was reinterred in the Peronne Communal Cemetery Extension. Peter Barloge was 23
years old. He was single and left behinorather and his mother, Elizabeth, who was a widow.

Today the visitor can read on Peter’s headston

| NEED THEE

OH | NEED THEE

EVERY HOUR | NEED THEE

Perth to Sydney

A onelegged Digger, of Perth, who had planned to wallSydney, applied to the Westralian executive of
the League for a letter, as proof of his bona fides, but naturally the request was refused, in view of the
disinclination of the League to associate itself with such a hazardous undertaking.
Source  ° R d, dateiunknowncontributed by Sandra Playle, Pinjarra.
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Extract from ‘“"BUD the MONKEY

AND OTHER TALES OF SOLDIERS’ PETS’
Told by Lin MacDonald and illustrated by Angus MacDon@dgus and Robertson, Sydnd®32).
Contributed by Russell CurleBlakehurst.

Frog Farms
Taking a shortcut through a meadow in Northern France one bright spring day, | came acrossailanely
or French Soldier of the Line. The word means ‘' H

they generally letheir whiskers grow, so that the name is apt. The poor French soldiers drew very little pay
and the term is really one of affection.

Watching mypoilu for a few moments, |
thought what a pitiful sight he was. A fine big chap, b\ /8
dressed in the regulation @ brown pants and the " :
badly cut blue ckepionthewi t h
back of his head, and a big pipe in his mouth, he was
evidently a shelshock case, for he was making
funny noises and casting a piece of string, tied to a
long stick, into a pondear some willows. As | drew
nearer | could see he was making quite a business of
it, and yet his cheerff B6 j o ur dichBosseamu r 0 &
at all mad, and | became interested.

Thus | was introduced to the noble art of
frog fishing, for that was what the Frenecbldier
was doing with his stick and string and funny noises.
Having seen several of the lively little chaps brought
ashore and put in a bag with a dratsing at the top,
at theP o i linutétien | tried my luck, and found it
rather sport, although | b my first frog and drew a
perfect hail of unintelligible French on my shamed
head.

e

This is the way to catch frogs in the French
style—try it in a waterhole and see what fun you can
get out of it

Take a long light stick or, better still, a fishingod — and use a piece of line about twelve to fifteen
feet in length, with a thremch square of red cloth tied on the end. Red buntitige stuff from which flags
are made- is the best for it floats well. Then you want a fimeshed landinget abouthe size and shape of
a butterflynet, on a fairly long handle. The rest of the gear you provide yourself, but you have to practise
hard to get it working properly. Fill one cheek with air, and then expel it, opening your lips by tightening
your cheekmudce s, but without opening your t e ethédpolusThi s
do it and smoke a pipe at the same time!

When you find a suitable pond, stand on the side farthest from the sun, so as not to throw a shadow
on the water. Sinkhe landingnet in the pond near the bank with the handle close enough for you to grab
easily. Be sure the net is not too deep, and right side up, for friend frog is remarkably quick in the water, and
everything must be ready to pick him up.

Now make a cast with the red rag well out into the pond, at the same time starting the frog noises. If
you mnotice a little bubble, and then a ring that
where you have to be very cautious, for glaene is to get the slippery fellow to chase that red spot until you
have him over the landiaget, and can bag him.

Remember that all this must be done very quietly if you want to catch more than one frog,
for they are terribly shy, andas you can ga#r from the fact that with a small noise from the bank you can
make them rise- they have a peculiar faculty for hearing under water. Any loud talking or breaking of
branches, and you will go home emyignded.

There are lots of things to learn in this gp@nd these you will pick up as you go along. For
instance, if two frogs rise at the bait, remember to keep your eye on one only, or you will lose them both.

When the French soldiers catch enough frogs for a dish, thddgadre removed, and eithetilbd
in milk or fried in butter, and then eaten with pepper and salt, just as we eat oysters or prawns.

Solemnly watching the little red rag as he makes “frog-noises.”
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The edible frog is the fat green chap, sometimes found with brown spots on his back. His well
developed hindegs are covered with fine, white fleshivat like very tender chicken. It is a tasty dish, much
enjoyed by French people, and the soldiers on leave at the right season spent a lot of their-tishéenfypg
although it is hard work to catch a dishful.

| wonder what those rough peasant soldieosildl say to a shower of frogs? In 1928 | saw it rain
frogs for a minute or two on the coast near Maryborough in Queenslidral. result was quite simply
indescribable, for the 1little Dbeggars ranged fro
guarters of an inch log, and they crawled everywhere in the houses. They climbed the stairs step by step, and
when they had finished hunting for flies and cockroaches, of which latter there are countless thousands in
that part of the world, they just cardewn again and went outside.

The scientific explanation of such a shower is that a big whirlwind out on the western plains had
sucked up a shallow lagoon and given the frogs an aeroplane trip over the mountains to the coast. This is
borne out by the abajinals, who state that the old people have told them that it was a much more common
occurrence in their young days.

o But what has this got to do
the Diggers once started a frog farm, and tried to fatten a pen for

a big dish.They belonged to an Australian battery, whose guns

were in an area surrounded by ponds. Seeing pbidus

industriously fishing for frogs for their supper, the Diggers

decided to collect some of the noisy little chaps and try this

strange meal out properlin view of the length of time that must

elapse before a meal for twerftye hungry gunners could be

caught, they gathered up a claseshed wire chickenoop, with

a bottom of stout wood and a small t@dgor on the top. This

they sank up to the openiiig a nearby pond, and each fisherman as he came home emptied his catch, all

alive-oh, into the frog farm.

None of the Diggers knew exactly what a frog lived on, so these poor creatures were fed on
everything that came handy, just in case some of it naigbeal to froggish appetites.

Catching the elusive frog in quantities soon
twenty for dinner. Before they could get enough, the gunners were relieved by another unit. The newcomers
were promptly initated into the mysteries of frog farming, and the Diggers said that, to save possible loss of
the stock on the road, they would sell the whole outfit cheap for a few pounds of sugar. The deal was
completed, and as a parting gift they left the incomingalhiheir rods with red rags complete.

On the following Sunday the whole battery had a really good boiled pudding, thanks to the extra
sugar supply. The Diggers thought frog farming was worthwhile, after all.

Extracts from ‘The Ol d Digger’s W
Contributed by Colin Sutcliffe, Birkdale

‘The creeping barrage started at daybreakh wass aid
running the show. We heard the signal gun and the barrage on Zonnebeke had begun. We strolled along
behind and the ground we were walking over looked like a ploughed field. Some of the boys reckoned it was
not much different from going to a footbattatch. As we neared the enemy trenches we were met by
German soldiers surrenderinrgnostof them in a site of shock, some offering us lumps of black bread. A
machine gunner was chained to his weapon. The top of his head was missing. You could loakdisaa

his brains. One fellow was burrowed into a hole in a bank. | waved him out with my bayonet and saw he had
one leg half blown off, so | waved him back again. | struck one big bloke, wearing all the regalia, who gave
me a bit of trouble. | threatend@m with the bayonet when an officer must have thought | was fair dinkum.
“Don’t st i c k”héyelled W&want pira foragliestioning.

Captain Jackavas in the habit of making a sortie, alone, behind enemy lines. He would kill a few and, most
times, bring back a prisoner. One of his own men, who should have known better, made the mistake of trying
to rob him when he was asleep one night. He was goihgr ough Jacka’s pockets w
always slept with a revolver under his pillow. He chased the wheillthief and fired a few shots after him.

The man surrendered.
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Private 1374 Roy Stanley Lenholm, 19" Battalion
Harry Willey, Scone.

Roy Stanley Lenholm was the son ofSwedishborn Carl Frederick Lenholm anBloonan Flatborn
Susannah Elizabeth nee Dixon, who had married at Moonan B8 December 1889. The fourth of
their ten childrenRoy was born at Moonan Brook April 1894.

Thef ami ly moved to Newcastle be,fdedirlOMolhréesnore e n y
of his siblings would soon pass awdwo sisters, thregearold Annie and Maisie, an infantied in 1912.
His 14 year old brother Frank died in 19H8s father Carl died in 1915.

One can only imagine the feeling of his mother when Rqgwireery apprenticeenlisted a month
after his 2% birthday on 15 May1915. Roy had servefdur years and seven months of his apprenticeship
with Andrew Coote Ltdandin compliance with the Defencecfhe had trained for two and a half years with
the 16" Infantry Militia Regiment

Roy was assigned as a private‘tdCompany of the 19 Battalion, which had been formed at
Liverpool two months earlier as part of tHe Brigade.He embarked in Sydnegn 25 Juneandupon arrival
in Egypt trained therfor a short timauntil 16 Augustwhen he embarked for the voyage to Gallipoli.

Roy landed on Gallipoli on 21 August and participated in the attack on HithéQast offasive
action bythe Australians on GallipoliThe 19" Battalion from mid-September till it left on the 19
Decemberwass t at i one d ,the plaBeowpeedn AuguktBillylPinkerton [Trooper149, 'LHR]
andEd Kiley [Trooper143, ' LHR] from Moonanhad lost their lives.

On 8 November Roy was giverl0 days field punishmenfor failing to comply withan orderand
wasfound guilty ofthe careless handling crifle.

Disembarking on 7 January at AlexandiRgy trained in Egypt till he left fo Marseilleson 18
March 1916. Tha 9" Battalionentered the fighting around Pozieres late in dnly were there untitlieved
at the end of August and moved to Belgium.

They returned to France in OctolE16to fight in the worst conditions evemeauntaed by the
AlF, according to Charles Bean, the official Australear correspondent who accompanied them.

Between14 and 16 Novemberthe 19" with two Englishbattalions, the 8 and 7', attacked the
enemyoccupied Gird Trenches. Oraking the support trenh they discovered it was waltegged, so
withdrew to Gird Trenchonly to find themselves in mud that reached above their knees.

Roy was wounded on IMovember,receiving a gunshot wound that fractutad right knee, and
was invalided to England on the"8

While convalescing in England he was hospitalised betw®drebruary an® March 1917 \ith
mumps On 19 March he was sent to N® Convalescent Depot at Hurdcofthree days later he was found
guilty of being AWOL for one hour anfined three daypay. Roywas reclassified fit for overseas service
on 15April. He was ent tothe dafting depot at Perham Dowras 2 Juneandreturned to Francen 28 June.

Rejoining the 19 Battalion on 18uly, Roy bok part in the Battle for Menin Rodzbtween 22
Septemberthen on9 October entered the fighting at Poelcappelle, fiingt battle for the village of
Passchendaelerdm this moment his fateas a bit uncertainhe was in turn listed &s aunded inaction”
‘ising, thenctiorkilled in a

Enquiries by the Red Cross indicathat he had entered the fighting at 4060n the ¥, and been
wounded in the bac&nd armwhen hit by shrapneHis wounds veredressed by British soldiers from the
Lancaslire Fusiliers before Roy was covered with a ground sheet to protect him from the inclement weather
by 4452 LanceCorporal Johnson of the 19" Battalion. Later, the next morningRoy was again wounded
when hit in the right arnfnearly severing itand hipby more shrapnelThis wound caused his death about
an hour later.

Roy L e nfite sevemlsthat he was buried on 15 Februd§18 butapparently the location was
not recordedr his grave was losas his hame appears Banel 23 ofthe Menin Gate Mewrial. He is one
of the 6178 Australians who died in Belgiuwho have no known @gve. His name also appears @mé@ 89
at the Australian War MemorigCanberraandonthe Roll of Honour at the Moonan Flat RSL Hall.

Endnote: R o yriephew, 23 year oldlbert Vincent Lenholm [NX4552, 2/3° Bn], was killed in actioron
19 April 1941 in Greece.

Research hint When researching a member of the AIF, place their name into the search pox at
trove.nla.gov.au. You may get lucky and find a letter, marriageathdwtice, photograph, eteEd.

DIGGER 34 Issue 42



“You never know what you will f
Graeme Hoskerubbo.

When on a driving holiday, I will often stop and
time permits may wander through a cemetery looking for the graves of WWI Diggers (and hence possible
stories forDIGGER. On a recent trip throughsbut r n NS W and central Victori:
a quiet back road a link to one of the more eventful incidents of 1¥i& torpedoing of the troopship, the
Southland

Heather (Frev) Ford told the storyIMGGER27 of theSouthland which wasen route to Gallipoli,
mainly with members of the 2&and 2% Battalions, when it was targeted by the German submaiBiet
Though the ship was abandoned, it did not sink, and a volunteer crew (mostly of Australian soldiers) saw the
ship safely intoMudos Harbour where it was beached. Frev’s
who lost their lives. It was one of those men who is honoured in an unusual memorial in the fertile farmland
near Temora, NSW.

Deciding to take a differembuteto normd, Helen and | found ourselves travelling between Temora
and Coolamon on a narrow rural road that runs through the interestingly named -Babdatbpol area of
crop and livestock farms which, in October 2012, was a beautiful patchwork landscape of gatavd
yellow canola paddocks. Helen is always on the outlook for landscapes that her Textiles students can turn
into ‘“textiles art . When we rounded a bend and
suggested it would make agood subjéctti t ¢ often my reaction is to sa
me slow down, perform a-tbirn and pull into the church driveway.

The Anglican churchielow] was in good condition but, as | discovered later, is no longer used by
the local community.

On the wall facing the r oa belowavkichi waaderedhouerto h ’ s
read to see when the c¢church was built. And that?’
o : g ; 4 where you will find a connection to the AlF, for
on the marble stone were the wordd21, St
Stephenos, Erected by wJ
Glory of God and n Memory of Rev R
Cartwright, ' Incumbent Liverpool, NSW, and
Driver BR Cartwright AIF, Died on Service!?

Sept 1915.

My first thought was that Dver Cartwright
must have been killed on Gallipoli, but a near}
information panel detailing the history of the churg
revealed thatThe current building was entirely paid fo
by Mr & Mrs WJ Cartwright as a memorial to their so
Driver Bernard Cartwright, who was drowned off

Gal lipoli when the ship 6éSouthlanddé was torpedoe
Cartwrightos grandfather, the pioneer Anglican mi
Driver 538Bernard Ray Cartwright was bornonthefai | y property, S Boundary V

at Temora and at a high school in Sydney, where he was a member of the cadets for twelve months. He
enlisted in the AIF on 24 August 1914 and was allocated to YHeield Artillery Brigade Ammunition
Column, where his skills as a farmer suited him to the role of driver (in fact, Bernard mentioned that he was

a ‘good horseman’ and “good shot’ on his applicat
monhs when he joined up, stood 57 7”7 tall and wei
Sydney on thérgyllshireon 18 October 1914.

On 6 November 1915, Bernard’ s father sent a t

Melbourne, whib read:Reported Driver BR Cartwright number five three eight the brigade ammunition
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column first field artillery brigade first Australian divisioegypt by letter from his mate drowned is this
correct reply[sic]. Base Records replied thad official reprt has been received concerning 538 Driver BR
Cartwright ¢é but if you forward me the | etter you
of same, if such action is warranted, cause investigation to be instituted and the reply comohtmipaie

The Army’s inquiries discove laceda dederderby ®Courvaf r C:
Inquiry in Egypt held on 21 Septembenineteen days after his death. The explanation for this strange state
of affairs is revealed on page 13Bfe r nar d’ s s e r Diiverd33 Thomas Evan Whitthndsr e
recorded as stating thhe & 538 Cartwright stowawalsic] Egypt to Gallipoli, later drowned, apparently
6Southl and©o, not reported.

It was a letter wr it Cartwrightssthat Wistialerted Mr’William Jamase r  t
Cartwright to his son’s fate and led to the tele
below:

O6Leomabd
Bailey Street
Gulgong
2/11/15

Dear Mr and Mrs Cartwright,

I am writing on behalf of migrother who is at present in the fighting at Gallipoli. He wrote
yesterday asking me to send his deepest sympathy to you in your hour of trouble.

He and your son chummed up in Sydney before sailing and have been together ever since,
until death parted thm.

He writes, ol have | ost one of my best and
friend was on picket so he could not leave with me, he said that he would follow on by the next boat,
which the poor boy did, they were torpedoed 35 mitsa Lemnos and my friend was put in a small
boat, but not for long, they soon sank her, and the poor boy was drowned, another friend was in the
water for 4 hour s, but was saved?©é6, so | suppos

He feels the parting very mhudut asked me to say he died for his King & Country. | am
sure you could not wish for a more glorious death for your dear boy.

Be brave in your trouble. One comfort you know he is beyond all cares and troubles now.

Now my dear friendsrhust concludewih heartfelt sympathy from

My brotherds |l etter was dated 12/9/ 15 from

| remain,

Yours sincerely

Aida Whitton.
P/S.

When Tommy sent his peretc home last August he hae humbés overcoat. v
been able to find out whose it was wuntil i n hi

If you will let me know if this address is right | will forward it to you; we have had it away
waiting.

I'n my brothemés yphot doyibs dra&ken in Egypt.
there let me know and | will forward it on to you as | think the Egypt photos are much better than the
ones taken before they left.

A W.

On 12 November 1915, Mr AD Ness, Secretaryttif Temora Pastoral, Agricultural, Horticultural and
Industrial Association [the “Show Society’ ] sent
and Mrs Cartwright. It appears that he also wired Miss Aida Whitton for more informatione agrGie
back to him:

Dear Mr Ness

I received your wire today. I was sorry |
up ol d letters. Now | am afraid | wondt be ab
boat, but the one my brotherai | ed on was the 6Beltanad which
Cartwright sailed on was the next boat which sailed on the following Monday. | understand by my
brotherdos | etter the boys were tired ®tdnttdbei ng

help their comrades. They decided to stow away on the first boat that came; but when it came Mr
Cartwright was on pickeso hecould not get away so he tolém he would follow by the firbat,
which the poor boy did. | think was the boat tht was sunk the beginning of Sept[ember]. Tommy
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said they were waiting for a banquet to be held on the Anniversary of their enlisting. Well, that was
held about Aug 2Dand it was sometime after that, so | think we can safely say the beginning of
Sept.

Havenodot you hea?ltinotapeapsit isnbgcausebtivey wereistbwaways. |
suppose they really would not know what became of them as they would not know they got in the

boat, therefore coul dnot report thdydimttwent ititee m. T
camp, and have kept together all the time.
My brotherds | etter was awfully sad, |l osin

letter could have been examinpyg the censors Ed.] otherwise it would never have got through, as
they seem to be keeping the sinking of that ship very quiet. | am afraid | cannot give you any other
informati on, I only wish | coul d. I am very
received my ledtr; had | known | would have sent it in some different way, as it must have been an
awful shock. Trusting you have received more information before this. Mr Bargwanna, whom 1 told,
was going to write today.

With deepest sympathy to Mr & Mr
Cartwright & family.

Yours sincerely.

Aida Whitton.
P.S. | do trust there has been no mistake on
brotherdos account, but
His letter was writteron Sept. . AW.

gui t

It was not until 12 February 1916 that the records we
adjusted to show that Bernard Cartwrighbwned from on
board HMAT 6 Sout hl andé whil e e
to Mudros.Ber nar d’ s decision t
comrades’ cost him his 1i

On 9 August 1922, Base Records wrote to
Cartwright advising him
had been manufactured Royi
Cart wr i g h tifyouaanre gpreparedkta asccgpt sam
in its present formMr Cartwright replied, stating thée
waswilling to accept plaque and scroll as it is.

The year Dbefore, St S
had funded in honour of his son, had been opergethuch
grander and more unique memorial.

[Right: Studio portrait of Driver Bernard Cartwright.]

Endnotes. (1) Thomas Evan Whitton was a 22 year old grocer when he enlisted on the same day as
Bernard Cartwright. He was also declared a deserter on 21/9/15 at a Court of Inquiry at Zaheriah, Egypt, but
by 4/10/15 he had been attached to tA@attery on Gllipoli. For being AWL between 289/9/15 he was
awarded Fld PunishmentNo. 2 on 30/10/15 and docked 14 days pay. Thomas was evacuated sick from
Gallipoli in November 1915 and rejoined his unit on 11/2/16. On 18/8/16 he was taken on strengtt'of the 7
Battery AFA but was severely wounded three days later with gunshot wounds to his legs, which led to both
limbs being amputated. He returned to Australia on 16/2/18 and was discharged on 15/8b8td2j

Driver Bernard Ray Cartwright courtesy of Behar Car t wr i ght , Temor a. Dri ver:
grandfather’”s stepbrother. The Cartwright family
me that the contents of the church (to the dismay of the local parishioners) have eitherdeéih o

donated to thelfemora Rural Museum (incidentally, one of the best museums in country Australia).
Temora is also home to tliemora Aviation Museum which is wellworth a visit. Not only does it have
regular flying weekendepentothe publi¢ i t is the home of Australia’s
excellent display on AFC aces of WMHor information on the museum, its collection‘afarbirds and

dates foiflying weekends, go tavww.aviationmuseum.com.au

| Travel tip: When visiting a town, dine out at tlecal RSL Club. Often they have a memorabilia display.
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Driver* Sep’ FIlint: A larrikin of the Li
Geoff Lewis, Raglan.

In the history of the First AIF, there are storie
paid scant regard for the formalities of military life. They have only a passing respect for stripes, pips and
crowns. Offduty, they keepthe MRsn t heir toes. They are always °ir

punished by Field Punishment No. 2 and/or forfeiture of pay.

Such merwere ofteninvaluable at therbnt — in the trenches. Their laconic, dry humour and their
‘“yarmns’ aweré impoxtgntl iro maintaining morale among their mates. All too frequentnd
unexpectedly- many of them reveatla talent for leadership, albeit informal, thautd notbe taught. They
were often capable of extreme acts of unselfish courage and pesaonifice.

Driver 6051 Septimus David Flintof the Australian Light Horse (ALH) 1% Brigade Field Ambulance

was one s uclashmwas univérsally gnownwas born in Cowra (NSW) on 14 October 389

the seventh son of sixteen children born to Frank Stevens Flint and Mary LangfieldHiirfather,
although born in Herefordshif@K), twice enlisted in the Army of the Potomac during the American Civil
War. He saw action at the Battle of Cedar Crge®ctober 1864. Frank migrated to Cowra via the UK ten
years later, rising to become Cowra’s first Town

Young Sep attended Cowra Public School, but left at the edll Gfade He received only a basic
education, ad his attendance atlsool seems to have been irregular. He successfully sought employment as
a farm labourer in the Cowra district until his enlistment on 19 February 1915.

Four of Se p eslistadin the AlFe Private £ércy
Flint MID, 12" Reinforcements of % LH Regiment® LH Brigade  F iNT = . 0,
Field AmbulancelLance Corporal 65980Thom:315 Langfield Flint, 4"
Battalion; Private 50383 Gladstone Flint, 1 ALH Brigade Field ) D
Ambulance; and Private 7238 Charles Langfield Flint, 24" rLlNT o L’
Reinforcements of "2 Battalions3® Battalion86" Battalion8® MG
Battalion [Right: The five Flint brothe FLINT '/:, " ear o
War Memori al in the order of t t . ‘* F
G’ . ] ' &

Initially, the nuggetty Private Sep Flint (five feet four inches FLINT C.
height and weighing 130 pounds), was allocated to tHe 1
Reinforcementsof the 2° Australian General Hospital. He embarke FLENT T. L.
from Sydney on 28 July 1916, joining his unit in Egypt on 2 September.

Later that year, on New Y e &'rAustraliafilight,Horde BrigadeField t r a n s
Ambulance, then at Heliopolis. He remained in that unit until the end of the war. Obviously, his skills with
heavy horses, learnt on the farm, were seen to be more valuable to the army. Many people who knew Sep
confirm that he was ‘pretty good’ with draught hor

At the time, his unit was part of the Anzac Mounted Division, commandelldjgr General
Harry Chauvel — and later byMajor General Edward Chaytor. It was composed of three brigade¥: 1
Brigade (£ 2" and ¥ ALH Regiments); ¥ Brigade (%', 6" and 7" ALH Regiments) and the New Zealand
Mounted Rifles.

The purpose of the ALH Field Ambulance (FA) was to provide medical transport and aid to the
wounded and sick of their brigade. The FA was usutilliged into two sections: the Mobile Section and the
Immobile Section. The former, to which Sep was allocated, was responsible, while travelling with the
brigade and going into combat, for establishing a dressing station, retrieving the wounded fiiefd the f
horse, stretcher or ‘“sand cart and transporting
operated the receiving station. There, surgeons would operate on the wounded. From here the casualties
would be evacuated to a cleaistation and thence to a base hospital.

There were a few methods of transport used, which varied according to the physical environment in
which the brigade fought. Basically, transport had to operate in hot, dry, dusty, sandy or rocky country.
Initially, horses were used, but these animals wadt work effectively due to Turkish gunfire. For
relatively short distances, stretchers were used.
abandoned after the First Battle of Gazdas’ Prdhaebl
wide steel rims on the wheels and were designed for travel over soft sand. These horse or mule drawn
vehicles could carry three stretchers. Their efficiency was not as expected in the rocky terrain of Palestine
and Syria and breakdowns wer n o t unusual. Occasionally, a ‘“sand
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man. Light ambulance wagons drawn by four horses were

the most common and are seen in photographs of the light
horse in action. Finally, camel cacolets were used to carry

the wourded over long distances. No matter what form of
transport was employed; patients always recalled that they
were very uncomfortablg¢Left: A sand cart, which could

carry three wounded. Note the wider rims on the wheels.
Source: ‘The Great Ride’ , H B

Following his transfer to the*1ALH Brigade
Field Ambulance, Sep spent several weeks in hospital
recuperating from the ‘usual

il Anzacs in Egypt. Finally, on 1 April, he rejoined his unit
at Heliopolis with the rank of driveTherefore, he was to see his first action at RomanisMdgust 1917.

Romani was one of the most important outposts in the Sinai. It was to offer protection to the Suez
Canal and, at the time, wa s ma n n--€C ofthe British kotcesdnl > s /
the Middle East from March 1918une 1917General Archibald Murray , quite correctly, believed that the
Turks intended to attack and capture the Suez Canal. Part of the Turkish strategy was to attack in the area
around Ro masmmen hadCearlien beenlordered to go to Romani to acclimatise themselves to the
harsh desert conditions.

The Turks had been quiet for several months, but then the Turkish attack fell on the outposts of the
1%, 2" and 3' Regiments of the ALH on 3 Augu&®16. After three hours of savage fighting, the LH were
ordered to stage an ordered, but slow, withdrawal back towards the town. There were many casualties and
the Field Ambulance was kept busy throughout the night bringing them back to the dressing. stati

Chauvel s aim was to lure the Turks into foll
hidden the % and 3 Brigades in the sand dunes on the Turkish flanks. The NZ Mounted Rifles were forced
from their defensive position of Wellington Ridge. The order went out to stop the withdrawal aridl the 1
Brigade was to link with the New Zealanders and form a line, wtiiely were to hold. Again, massed
attacks by the Turks on the dismounted horsemen, kept the ambulances busy. Supported by artillery, the
division now counteattacked from three sides, forcing the enemy to retreat. They had held Wellington
Ridge, quite lierally, to the last man; all together the Turks lost 5 000 men in the attack.

The F'and 2 Brigades, supported by British Infantry, followed up by taking Katia in a bayonet
charge the next day. Although the town was not completely mopped up, thetahEggpt haddissipated
On 9 August, the Turks abandonBit el Abd; and two days later fell back to Salanda. By 13 August, the
Turks held a line running east from El Arish, an important port on the Mediterranean coast. By now, Sep and
his mates had edtished a camp at Romani, from where they could repair damaged equipment and rest
themselves and their horses and mules, as well as supporting their mates following the Turks across the
waterless desert. The advance, however, could only be as fast amstreation of the railhead and water
pipeline— both absolutely essential to survival and to success in the field.

On 20 December 1916, th& Brigade (minus the"?Regiment) reached the coast to the west of El
Arish. Men and horses were both exhausted thirsty, and so it was decided that an attack was to be
launched against the town to secure, at least, the water supplies. The town had been held by the Turks since
they first entered the war some two years before. It fell without a shot being Yirgithbr side. For some
reason, the Turks had left [Day, p45]. Intelligence reports indicated that the enemy had retreated towards
Rafa.

For Sep and his mates in the field ambulance, this break, at a new camp established at Etmaler, was
an opportunity teexamine their performance under battle conditions in the desert. Of principal interest was
the ways in which casualties were retrieved from the field and transported to help and safety. They had learnt
many lessons. Following the fighting for Bin el Abtiwias thought that the camel cacolets were generally
unsuitable, but could be used if absolutely necessary. The main change, however, was the invention of the
horse or mule drawn ‘sand carts’. Al t houdlityinnot p
realising their a i s o ndespidedhe fact that they could not be easily deployed right at the front line. Men
still had to be brought from the line on horses or on stretchers.

Al so mnoteworthy, wa s a ° p h ictupiedomaryihoussldiscussianc ¢ r n
among the men. Daly asserts [ p36] that “This “1 aHn
dangerous and frowned upon by anonymous high command mandarins, but the men went into action
knowing that if was humanlgossible to be carried out, they would not be allowed to fall into Turkish hands,
or left to the murderous Bedouins who prowled ar
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and the field ambulance’s ¢ onwedmeantobeleftintNme niwe uhdad
The men of the Light Horse Ambulance who had served at Gallipoli brought this article of faith with them to
the Sinai. For Sep Flint, however, it was to have important personal consequences. For the light horse as a
whole, the presence of the Bedouin was to have an unexpected outcome.

The next year, 1917, was to b
April, he was admitted to hospital suffering from gonorrhoea
contracted f iKbamYunusHHenwasg tieated’ at

anddecleed ceased to haOan22Viméheby 1
was back with the field ambulance, on leave at Moascar.

[Left: Driver Septimus Flint. Courtesy of Cowra Shire
Council.]

Things did not improve for Sep. On 9 September he
faced a charge ejddicecofCgoaddndert t o
and military discipline in that he struck a native driver
belonging to the Field Ambulance on 30 June 1917 at

Marakets . Such of fences wer e
level, according to Section 44 of Army Regulations. His

defencewashtat t he man “did not do
case Sep was ‘“Awarded 1 days |1

. and forfeit 1 days pay, 86/ .

Field Punishment No. 2 had been used in British
Armies for a long period of time. Basically, the offender was
placed in fetters and handcuffs for the time sentenced, but
was not attached to a fixed object, such as a cannon. He was
still able to march witthis unit. In pratice, this was usually
modified to include only a couple of hours fettered and to
cut out the remainder of the sentence 1n hard 1at
time; indeed, some men almost wore it as a baddwnour. Many of those who knew Sep claim that such
an assault was out of character, as he was considered to be a likeable person. It is, however, an example of
Sep’s quickly rising and falling temper, a trait

To some extent, he was also reflecting the widespread racism of Australians at that time. It is evident
t hat relations bet ween the l1ight horse and the
beginning of 1917 there were an increasing nurobeaciallyb a s e d ‘i ncidents’ bet wee
invol ved the Bedouin, and which was t Guraf@mdbmiDnat e
December 1918 [SERIGGER31, pp5458].

In the eyes of the ar myderSedp jnomriee t‘thman f hd s c of 1 w
aut hority. On 19 November 1917, he was charged u
order and military discipl ihesitatadth eabey ah erdedgivennby an9 / 1 1
NCO’i veGn S e p-and latera nelationships with people who represented authority, this charge is
not surprising. Not even the sentence of seven days FP No. 2 and two guineas forfeiture of pay would have
upset him. As we will see, given the context dfaivhad taken place earlier in November, the charge almost
becomes a minor incident.

His final serious brush with Military Law took place on 27 November 1917. It seems to be the
beginning of a period of mental and physical decline for Sep. He was cllar@gdMay 1918, again under
Section 40, “for conduct to the prejudice of gooc«
the Hebron Road wadssubordinatet o his superior officer’”. A second
Ayan Kara le was (A) insubordinate to an NCO and (&#pligent in the performance of his duty. There
is no record of his plea, his case or the detail
daysFPNo.2[and]or fei t ur e o flauthooru rs geumprheaassi spla y’

These two incidents provide evidence that Sep had a difficulty in accepting authority figures. Stories
about Sep, after he left the army, abound in Cowra, and his comments and actions are usually directed at
those of higher social status and influence. apears to have become quite depressed and resentful,
spending much time in hospital. Further evidence for this will be seen in later discussion. To see the other
side of his personality, we need to examine his award of the Military Medal, the resdtauftibns in the
field at Tel el Khuweilfe.
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Chauvel was now in a position to take the strategically important city of Gaza. Farl@6 March
1917, defeat had been snatched from the jaws of victory when the Anzac Mounted Division and infantry had
beenordered to retreat on the verge of Gaza being taken. A second attempt was tried on 19 April which
resulted in a rare Turkish success. Chauvel keditenant General Sir Phillip Chetwode — newly
promoted to command XX Corps in the Desert, following a reusgsion— devised tactics based on their
deceiving the enemy as to how they intended to attack Gaza for a third time. The attack was to be masked
through a series of deceptions and feints through southern Palestine by striking Beersheba at the inland end
of the Turkish railway. The aim was to give the false impression to the Turks that Gaza would again be the
focus of an attack. The usual problem was the shortage of water; this could only be obtained near or in the
town. However, all was not to go accorglito plan.

The story of the charge on Beersheba is detlwn. General Frederick Kress von Kressenstein
commander of the Turkish Desert Forces believed 1
move directly north towards Jerusalem, essentially making Gaza a secondary objective. Consequently, he
moved three divisions to at least slow down Allentbs  f orces in the east. This
do, making the attack on Gaza more likely to succeed. The barrier where the Turks made a stand was Tel el
Khuweilfe,ateli n t he Negev Desert that was abyrangesoneithert i ng,
side, but open to the south up a wide valley. It commanded the Hebron Road and that had a good supply of
precious water’ [ Gullett, pd4l16].

On 1 November,Br i gadi er Gr e2if f [ =
Brigade, with the support of the 8&fantry Division, attacked
thetel, hoping to open the Turkish left flanRight: Map of the |-
att ac k. OffiGial Histaryt Yol. VII; p438.]They pushed |
to within 300 metres of the defences but were pinned down|
ferocious rifle and machingun fire, suffering many casualties.
The attackers then had to introduce a system whereby men
horses at the front were rotated back at night 15 miles
Beersheba for water. Consequently, on the evening of
November, the *1 Brigade was brought into action, leging
with the £' Regiment, and then thé“2and 3° Regiments were
gradually brought into the attack.

As usual, the field ambulance was busy supporting t
men on the front line. A collecting station was established g
nine sand carts were sent oubting in the wounded. The carts,

were ‘compelled to gallop al &= , ful
-4 horses were killed’. He a d t he
wa s considered ‘unsafe’ fer , an

brought in [War Diary 3/11/4]. Oneof thetwo carts that could
not return was Sep Flint’s.
The citation for his award of a Military Medal clearly
describes what occurred:
During action at Tel Khuweilfe, Driver Flint with Driver Butler had to gallop with their sand cart containing
wounded aross an open stretch of some 500 yards under heavy shell and gun fire. After proceeding some
200 yards three of the horses were wounded and the cart could not proceed. Driver Flint with much difficulty
was able to free his horses which were struggling.thén attached them to his sand car [sic] so the
wounded would have less chance of being hit. He then unhitched a dead horse and periodically had to
expose himself so as to see to the wounded as the castilvasder fire. Throughout the action he was
compelled to remain [in the] darkLG 19/3, 1917, p3473]

There is no doubt that Sep followed the promise made to the men by the field ambLientsant

Colonel Myles Cave AAMC DSO & Bar, MID, a doctor who was Sep’s CO,
Trooper 955 AJ Bennett and Driver 15506 E Holloway — who was wounded- b e ‘commended
displaying great gallantry on Novembéef 89 1 7 * . No further mention was 1
likely Driver 8457 Arthur John Butler . On 22 November, Sep and Bennett were awarded the Military
Medal. A week later, Holl owaAyweeklaterpalso an 2:Nowermmber, Sep mi |
was once again before his senior regimentlfoi ¢ e r s for Hd was drblyoa @ af a t i on
contradictions and paradoxes.
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Sep’ s obituar yCowmuGhdrdiaRohne d2 7 nOctthoeb e r 1968 1is h
Knocked Back a Recommendation for a VC’ . The obi
Cowra manSergeant443Perc Treasure, 13 ALH Regiment who was supposed to have been wounded in
the stomach. There is no record of Treasure being wounded in the stomach at that time. He was, however,
wounded at Gallipoli in the stomach. Likewise, there is no record of Sep being recommended for a VC for
his actions at Khuweilfe, as was asserted in the obituary.

Tel el Khuweil fe was taken on 7 November, t he
fighting which Daly describes as ‘a piecemeal, r e
plans and systematic reduction, yet the pinprick became a consuming canker that wore down and mauled
three divisions for six days. The Khuweilfe opera

pursuit, yet did much to draw the enemy away fGaza.

An 1 mportant incident at Khuweilfe should not
first time 1t 1is describe dolume Vilitis a@lear desctiption of whatl h e
had occurred and of attitudes dispf e d by men on both sides: “As a ru
Cross rules; but on this day [3 November] all enemy arms fired very deliberately upon three ambulances and
carts which had been sent up over the exposed ground for the woundedtt3 neeoa clearly marked with
the Red Cross, the visibility was good, and the
those they shot at . Gullett then writes an expl e
prisoner ... ex@ined that the ambulance [sic] had been fired on at the urging of a German officer, who
argued that the carts were probably carrying ammu

However, the spirit and conventions established at Gallgpgeared not to have been broken, as he
later asserts that: ‘During the campaign there we
every instance, the offenders were not the cfegirting Turkish riflemen, but Austrian artillerymen o
Ger man machi ne ,pdh7h The rancour fowards thes Arabs and Bedouin that had clearly
developed among the light horsemen, was not directed towards the Turks. The respect and generosity of
spirit was alive and well and continues today.

Durng 1918, Sep’s mental and phy duitheran 8 Huneg het h  a |
injured his knee while chasing and restraining a runaway horse. He suffered the indignity of having-this well
observed incident the subject of an inquiry, inickhit was thought that the injury was saiflicted. The
inquiry found that it was an accident and that nobody was to blame. Already, Sep was in conflict with higher
authority and would have brooded on this perceived indignity and this may have béenthe t st r a w’ .
June he was admitted to hospital “sick”’ in Moas
inflammation of his finger joints), the result of long term use of his hands to work heavy horses. He was re
admitted on 24 August to4f AGH with what was diagnosed as ¢ men
October he was sent to a rest camp where he remained until he boarBed tharwin at Suez bound for
home. He arrived back in Sydney on 7 January 1919 and on 8 March was diseéharged me di cal |l y
However, he rgoined the ALH in a militia unit and remained in the army for 35 years. In World War Il he
served in a garrison unit and was given an honourable discharge in 1952 when he reached retiring age after

ears of service.
- NOT QUITE BEN HUR

What kind of man was Sep Flint? Stories of thi
colourful character are legendary around his hor}
town. No one could recall his being a drinker o
smoker— unusual for the time. He made a living
breeding and dealing in heavy draught horses, as w
as contracting his horses and wagons to business
such asE d g e hrbuhds Cowra[Right: ‘“Sep|
was in charge of novelty horse rides at the Pet
Dol 1 Sh &€ewra Guardiah 18/4/67.]

Sepwa s also “famous’
local council’”s ‘“dunny ector
the town’s gardens . Mo s in t
cour s e of this researc ‘rou
di amond’ . Hi s physical > mar ke

upon; as wa his laconic and dry sense of humou|
The two outstanding features of Sep that every
remembers were his profane language and extre
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loud, somewhat highi t ¢c he d, voice that “could be heard for

his ‘odaimtn’y overturned one day i nby asked Sepidf hemhadanr ¢ et

accident; to which he replied: ‘*No, just stock t:

road on his cart on one occasion, Sep passed His Worshim Binvehom he had scant respect, and invited

him to come and sit on his manure wagon ‘to make
Sep married Olive Jane Carney of Brookvale in 198 ! 4

and they produced nine children. Sep passed away peace
on 23 October 1968 and is buriéd the Salvation Army
section of Cowra Cemetery, along with some members of
family. Olive died on 18 August 1975. Although Sep alwa
claimed he was Church of England, he is interred in
Salvation Army section, whiclpossibly relates to a positive

G MEMORY OF
AND'FAEHER

IN| GURCHEARES

experience he had wwarh t he :l:iP'f[A:‘\US DAVID he
ELINE

[Right: The plaque on Sep’s 0% 22l lonass Ri si

badge and says: “In lovin S and a

forever in our hearts’ . ] ) -

Endnotes: (1) Special thanks tohe Cowra Family HistornyGroup; Cowra Shire Council and those good
citizens of Cowra who willingly spoke to me of Sép) The Editor noticed that Sep was still irascible during

his WWII service. He was charged with disobeying a lawful command given by a superior officer in 1943
and again in1944; continued to shout abusively after being warned not teody the RSM; and had a
couple of short stints of AWL.

References:

(1) ADFA: World War | Records(2) Australian War Memorial: WWI Unit Diaries:*Brigade ALH: Field
Ambulance.(3) National Archives of Australia: WWI Record&) B a 1 y , Lindsay [2003T7]:

By: the Australian Light Ho ;Rosevile.(b) B¥étoeck] HénryWq1982]1 > , S
“The Great Rid®GGul Aet t o o iSial RistapytdBApstralia in the War of 1914

18: Volume VII’HF)PAl &i R,, ®Biydmaryd (Ed) [2008]-: “ An
1918, Hardy (865taanutnt oPnr,a hAmtnhony [2007T7]: “Australdi
Hor se’ , DVA, Canberra.

Menin Gate, leper, 1927
The photo below, mountecho ¢ ar dboar d, was sent to all families
on the Meim Gate. The photo was sent I tBritish War Graves Photographic Association from Arras.
Contributed by Maurice Campbell, whose uncle, Sgt Harold CampBein3is listed at leper.

’
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A mot her  Rrivgiealehm Forrest, 54" Battalion
Chris Munro, Oatley.

During the 2012 FFFAIF Commemorative Tour the group had the opportunity to take part in many
individual commemorations of Diggers who made the ultimate sacrifice during the Great War. One of these
special occasions took place on 20 July when the membéne dour gathered at the gravesidePaf/ate
3046 John Robertson Forreshs part of the dedication service at the Fromelles (Pheasant Wood) Cemetery
for the most recently identified missing soldiers from the Battle of Fromelles. The descendants ef Privat
Forrest were unable to attend the service and the honour fell to those members of the FFFAIF present to pay
tribute to his service and sacrifice at the request of the family.
i 7 John Robertson Forresteft] was born in Scotland and
~ served with the B Gordon Highlanders before immigrating to
" Australia. “Jack’, as he wa s kno
grocer’s carter and was a member
applied for enlistment for active service with the AIF in July 1915 at
Liverpool, Sydney.Private Forrest embarked from Sydney on 8
November 1915bound for Egypt as a member of th¥ Battalion.
On arrival in Egypt he was transferred to th& Battalion.
Private Forrest was amongst the 5 533 casualties in the Battle
of Fromelles. He was amongst the mamwiyo fell in that battlewho
had no known grave until recent times. Jack Forrest was formally
identified in March 2012 and a headstone bearing the following
epitaph was erected on his grave:
IN OUR HEARTS BRIGHT
VISIONS LINGER THAT CAN
NEVER FADE AWAY.

These lines are from a poem by Is:

While standi n gbeldawyight] hhadkthesdutygancapvivilege of reading the poenttem by
Isa, which appears belaw

The Silent Warrior

Silent warrior, vigil keeping

O’er our dear, be
Sadly do we bow before thee,
Reverently unbare the head.

At thy feet we lay our tributes,

That do bloom but for a day;

In our hearts bright visions linger,
That can never fade away.

Mute thy message, yet appealing,
To the hearts of young and old,
Down through all the coming ages,
Glorious deeds wilt thou unfold.
Showing forth to generations,

Noble deeds so bravely done,

On the field of France and Flanders,
That tre victory might be won.
Cherished names, in golden letters,
Tell how heavy was the cost,

Of the long and bitter conflict,

That the cause might not be lost.

At thy shrine, in sad remembrance,
Every heart will hope and pray
Thatthe peace, so dearly purchased,
Prove a peace to last for aye.
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“Three beautiful weeks’: Trooper 3:

3" Machine Gun Squadron
Graeme Hosken, Dubbo.

The stylised Rising Sun insignia on a daui
headstone in the Barmedmaenaetery NSW, first

In fobing IHemorp o
caught my eye. The age of the (_jeceased w é" é g Jﬂ 2 f‘
compared to his date of death confirmed that hg BERTHOLD AUGUST LILLIAN TATE

lay another WWI veteran. His grave was shared

his wife who had died earlier in the same yed piep ';'olg,!iMAEulc_.'ws; DIED E!mmﬁl‘;,; 1957

1957. AGED 68 YEARS. . AGED 76 YEARS.
The second thing that struck me was t @3;3\‘-'“"“’"1 gy, DEAR M4,

s o1 d iGermans name— Berthold August ff & R/-P ’ R-1-P

Fimmel. It must have been difficult at times fo ,
men with German ancestry to serve in the AlF, and | wondered dhlled himself* Be r t °’ t o soun
“Australian’

But what intrigued me most about this headstone was yipticepitaph for Berthold, which reads:

Three Beautiful Weekslis wife, Lillian, was remembered &ear Ma and as she had died in March 1957,
nearly six months before her husband, it could not have been referring to her last three weeks with her
husband Could there be a clue in Berthold’”s service

Berthold August Fimmel was born in Laura, SA, and his father and next of kin was living at
Murray Town, SA, when Berthold enlisted in Cootamundra, NSW, on 11 March 1917. The Barmedman
Temora district ad been settled by many German wkeaaters who had overlanded from South Australia
so this probably accounfor Berthold farming in the area. Berthold Fimmel was aged 31 years and was a
single man when he enlisted. He was granted leave to 9 Aprilagetio get hiaffairs in order before
taking up arms.

On 10 April, Private Fimmel arrived at the Sydney Showground but three days later was allocated as
Trooper 3357 to the"Light Horse Regiment and moved to Menangle for training. Berthold embarked o
the Port Lincolnat Sydney on 11 June 1917 and must have had a slow trip to Suez, as the ship did not arrive
there until 6 August. On that day, Berthold marched into the Moascar Isolation Camp (possibly with
mumps).

One month later, Fimmel was transtairto the 8 Machine Gun Training Squadron. He was
admitted to hospital in Cairo on 21 October 191"
rejoined the training squadron on 9 January and due to being absent from stable parade at 1500 &ours on 2
January, he was docked a dayay. Between 3 and 23 February, Berthold attended th&/i8kers Gun
Course at Zeitoun. He was finally taken on strength of fhd&chine Gun Squadron on 10 April 1918.

During June and again in July, Fimmel sufferecheallness which saw him in hospital. After a
lengthy spell in a rest camp, Fimmel was allocated totfHddbile Veterinary Section on 3 October to work
with thesick horses. However, six days later, Fimmel was taken ill with influenza and was séfetela
hospital at Damascus. He rejoined the machine gunners on 16 October but the war with the Turks would
soon be over. &thold was awarded seven days FielohiBhment No. 2 for being drunk when on active
service at El Mina on 22 January 1919. He returned to Australia on 10 July 1919 for subsequent discharge
from the AIF.

No c¢clue to his epitaph was found i neeBeautifulhol d°’
weeks’” must have had something to do with his mar
thing that | had noticed beforehand was that his wife, Lillian, was eight years older than her husband, which
even today, might be consiged a notable age differenseherethe wife is the eldeof the two).

The BDM website revealed that Berthold had martigéan Tate Thorn in 1936. This means he
must have been around 47 years old when he married Lillian, and Lillian would haveshgmmar$old. Yet
the Dear Maimplied that Lillian had at least one child. As 55 is a little old to bear children, | sought an
earlier marriage for Lilan but could find norecord, sep h a p s B &a f hpethaine for his wife.

No c¢clue tobethatiffhle weeks’ t here. However, t 1
August Fimmel marriedRuby King in Temora in 1957. My supposition is that the couple were married in
August 1957 and spent ‘three beaut idatthe age ef 6& t o
Berthold’”s second wife, Ruby, r e ma r rltiappearsithat the9 5 8§,

period of mourning was fairly short in the Temora district.
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2" Lieutenant William Henry Parsons, 6" LTMB/22" Bn
Yves Fohlen, Qsy, France.

On 25 January 191%illiam Henry Parsons joined the ¥ AIF. Aged 21 years and 6 months, a labourer by
trade, he was born in Panmure, Vic”FInfanﬁryaBattaliHrbandwas a
given regimental number 970.

On 12 May 1916, William was transferred to tffeLéght Trench Mortar Battery and soon promoted
corporal. On 28 June he was evacuated to th&iéld Ambulance suffering from influenza. William
returned to his unit on 19 November 1916. He took partamiinter fighting around Lesboeuf village which
led to the award of the French Croix de Guerre with the following citation:

On the 24 December 1916, at Lesboeufs, for conspicuous gallantry when in charge of a Stokes

mortar which he continued to servedem heavy hostile shell fire and inflicted losses on the enemy.

This NCO has rendered exceptional services to the battery.

On 16 January 1917, William Parsons was appointed lance sergeant then sergeant. He fought with his mortar
team at Second Bullecowhere he was awarded the Military Medal, along with his colleagues. The citation
reads:
970 Sergeant WH Parsons, 844 Corporal RC Laing, 1981 Pte G Nelson, 3798 Pte P Cough, 4470
Pte Donald McQueen, 4509 Pte Robert McShane, 1797 Pte William Fowler
The almve men distinguished themselves in action in the captured trenches near Bullecdtirt on 3
May 1917 by the gallantry and determination with which they continued to serve their mortars
throughout the day and night until relieved at dawn on thedh no ocasion was a request for fire
not complied with, though the battery suffered heavy losses (over half its numbers). No chance of
observing fire or getting targets was thrown away and the casualties the battery inflicted on the
enemy were certainly very hgaOn one occasion a hostile party was barraged first in front, then in
rear, and when brought to a halt blown out with a survivor. In this the NCDand men played a
prominent part.
Parsons was wounded but remaioediuty.

Parsons acted as sergeant major in July 1917, then on 10 August 1917 he joinBdDffieed Cadet
Battalion in England. On 29 November 1917 he was appointed a second lieutenant. One month later, he was
in the field with the 2% Battalion.
On 27 March1918 the 22 Battalion was in the sector of La Basse Ville, south of leper. The
battalion’s ¢ tieutenant Cdloneg ARONiltEhire; wrate in his diary:
Went up the line after dark & saw all the OC Coys. There was andotapany relief omvhich was
carried out quietly and without incident. At 10.30 we put gas over on him, up went his red lights and
we had a rough pasSssadgd yt aedtd@dold®rginals bays, was foend
dead in a dugout this morning, killed by shell last night. Poor Parsons died very bravely this
morning. Realising both legs were off he asked for a revolver to shoot himself but presently he had
less pain. Carrickhk el d him in his arms and he said Alt i
passed out a couple hours later his last words apologies to the stretchbearers for giving
them so much work.

In 1919, Captain E Gorman MC, who wr ot efthe Awentyi Seaond
Bat t al iadded mare BHetail of what happenkiut. Parsons died of wounds
which he bore very bravely. His chief consideration, as he was being carried
the line, was that the stretchbearers should not unduly distreseiselves on his
account.

Originally buried at Red Lodge Cemetery, today, Second Lieute
Parsons, MM, CdeG, is buried in Berks Cemetery Extension, located 12.5 km
of leper[right]. He was just 24 when he died.

Endnotee Scotty PEvathe 64 | Awa t | KiA 260818 elisd buried ESEta

at Berks Cemetery Extension. O’ Neil m Sto
Sources .

1) A History of the Twenty Second B)tieuterlant €aloneAARIWIltshire(diany, tinaMitahell Eibra@/p r ma n
State Library ofNSW, “ARL Wiltshire diardardR D2tLtembe ML MEBYPhotapaph cAirsesy ofiIMatt t e m 4 .

Smith, www.australianwargraves.org.
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Surgeon Probationer Robert Walker: HMS Shark

OWe roam all over the B8eas unchall enge
Andrew Pittaway, Fremantle.

When war was declared in 191Robert Walker w a s one of the many Australdi
Australian Imperial Force, but instead, due to circumstances, offered his services to the British armed forces.

Robert Walker was born in Fremantle on 19 February 1893 to Charles and Annie Whkbes C
Walker was a welknown boat builder in the Fremantle area and the family resided at 21 Tuckfield Street,
Fremantle. From his home, Robert only had a short distance to walk to attend the nearby Fremantle Boys
School where he excelled. His time hemresponded to when the futuifeld Marshall Thomas Blamey
taught at the school and he may have even fallen under his tutelage. Nevertheless, in 1905 Robert was
awarded a scholarship of 50 Pounds value for four years which enabled him to continugyhae$ Sttotch
College in Claremont.
: = For the next six years Robert travelled daily
from his house in Fremantle to attend Scotch
College, where he continued to excel. In his last year
at Scotch in 1910 he was a prefect and also on the
staff of the schooleyws paper, the “Rep
at Scotch, Walker, along with several good friends,
including fellow student Dick Caldwell, spent much
of their spare time sailing and rowing on the Swan
River. However, in the last year at Scotch, leisure
time was sparse beeen the many hours of study.

All the hard work paid off for Robert as in 1910 he
became the Dux of Scotch College.

[Left: The Scotch College prefects in 19Rbbert
Walker is back row second from rightDick
Caldwell, the Rhodes Scholar awedptain inthe 48’

Bn is secondfrom right in front row. Other men who served from this photo inclugait Ernest John
Mellows 32" & 53" Bns, front row first right; Lieut John Leonard Dunstan RFC/RAF, died 280ctober
1918,third left in back row an€harles Craig (52038),Engineering Detaildjrst left of front row]

In 1911 Robert craved to further his education as he wanted to study medicine. He won the first
Western Australian University Exhibition and travelled to Adelaide where he won second plaoe on t
General Honours list of Adelaide University. He received Special Honours in Modern History, Greek, Latin,
French and Pure Mathematics.

It seems he had narrowly missed out on a Rhodes scholarship, but his success at Adelaide University
won him a place sa student of medicine at Edinburgh University in Scotland. His dream realised, Robert
headed for Scotland in 1912. His aptitude soon showed itself very clearly as from 1912 to 1915 he won
Edinburgh University medals for his study in Physics, ChemicasiBlogy and Anatomy.

Although study and course work took up a large amount of jgi
waking hours, Robert still had time for other pursuits and joined
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. The declaration of war coincided
Robert’>s fina lhekad aorhesitatofi in servingliry th
Royal Navy. However, it was not until 23 July 1915 that he was gi
his seniority by the Royal Navy. He was given the rank of Surg
Probationer fight] and a month later was posted to HNM$nx On
arrival at his destination he was told that tlyaxhad been mined in the
North Sea. The authorities reassigned Robert to &k The Shark
was a kClass Torpedo Boat Destroyer built in 1912 of 950 Tons (frt
Royal Navy List & Janes) with-8 inch guns, four 21 inch torpedo
tubes, with 23 000 to 25 000 horsepower which equated-82 ¥hots.

In a letter home to his old college, Robert describes some o
initial experiences:

My experience of the Navy is one that | am not likely to forgepllegbfor my commission and was

appointed t aftethMBy pepasations@nd arrangements were complete | teal/éd

---- to join my ship. It was a long, tedious journey of some days duration, and | was at last glad and

relieved to be able toeport myself to Senior Naval Officer, preparatory to going on board my first
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ship. Can you imagine my feelings when this officer congratulated me on my good luck and narrow
escape. My ship had been mined that very morning, and 74 men were lost! A rerape deed.

I was then recalled to the Admiralty and appo
lucky this time, and | got on board this ship without mishap, and here | have been ever since.

I cannot tell anything concerning this ship or hervament$ only that the latter are sometimes too
numerous and varied for my palate. We roam all over the seas, unchallenged and defiant; and we
are proud to think that we are pretty safe from any hostile submarines, in that we have now disposed
of them all Now | am attached to the Grand Fleet, and, of course, have daily opportunities of seeing
sights that I wi || never forget,; and | am cot
comes, there will only be one in it and that one will certainly netthe Germaf’

HMS Sharkwas then one of the many ships that patrolled the waters of the English Channel on watch for
marauding ships of the German Navy. This was a da
ship.
After receiving some niband news from home, Robert wrote back and congratulated his old mate
Dick Caldwell®f or being awar déwdRhd&essthelaishis, and as fophimself, the ship:
is still tossing round the North Sea, keeping an unceasing vigil in all weathers. We have our times of
excitement and | ately have been having some go
to say, we are ever r afadndstrafé thoeoughpamenambérsheyriket i c ¢
to send against us. The navy is doing a power of work every day and every night, too, of which
nobody knows anything at preséht.

Little did Robert then know that by late May his ship would be destined yagkrge role in the largest sea
battle of the First World War, the Battle of Jutland.

By 31 May 1916 the Battle of Jutland had already begun, with the two great navies trading opening
blows. In response to a German attack on their ships, Admiral Haetdeor HMSShark one of the four
screening destroyers for the Battle Cruiser H\8ncible, to attack the oncoming German ships.

The British Destroyers led by Captain Loftus Jones in the Shark, accompanied by Acasta, Ophelia

and Christopher, turned towds the enemy with thick smoke pouring from their funnels and bow

waves streaming over their narrow fodcob6sl es. 1

twelve torpedoes were fired, all of which were skillfully avoided. But the Shark andasbia Aere

severely mauled.

The attack was made with such fearlessness by the four destroyers that the Germans were forced to turn
away, but at a large cost to tBhark Its commander, Loftus Jones, was mortally wounded as German shells
continued to hitthe ship. Robert Walker attended the many casualties despite being under devastating
German fire.
Under heavy enemy gunfire HMS O6Sharké suffere
torpedo was being hoisted prior to being launched into the twbheas struck by a shell with a
vi ol ent explosion causing heavy casualties. Th
One by one the wounded crawled brokenly into the lee of the casings and funnels in pitiful attempts
to find shelter; amonghem knelt the devoted figure of the surgeon endeigpsinglehanded to
cope with his gallant hopeless task. When last seen he was bandaging a man who had lost a hand
when the torpedo exploded. He was then himself severely wounded and was appareiyly shor
afterwards killed'®

HMS Shark sank shortly afterwards and Robert Walker was never seen alive again, nor was his body
recovered. Along with other missing sailors from the battle, he is commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval
Memorial. TheS h a rcamémsindg Loftus Jones, was later awarded a posthumous Victoria Cross for his
actions.

b}

“Scotch College “Reporter
“® Dick Caldwell delayed his Rhod&cholarship to enlist in the AIF. He served in th& Battalion AIF and reached
the rank of captain. He survived the fighting grast war completed his Rhodesh8larship. He later worked for the
League of Nations in Geneva.

*® Ibid.

47 <Jutland 1916- Costello & Hughes.

“8 “The Navy Eternal Bartimeus p106.
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Robert’s parents back home in Tuckfield Stree:
those giving sympathy a cablegram was received from the Keeper of the Bgeywkhich readThe King &
Queen deeply regret the loss both you and the navy sustained by the death of your son in the service of his
country. Their Majesties truly sympathise with you in your sorrow.
A glowing tribute was also printed in the Edinburgh University magazine:
By thedeath of SurgeofProbationer Robert Walker, who was killed in action ori' 84ay, the
University has lost an especially brilliant and popular student. Before he left his home in Western
Australia, Walker had shown that he was a student of more than passing scholastic ability. His
activities in Edinburgh were mainly confined to tmersuit of his medical studies, and in all the
varied branches of this study he showed consistent brillidneynning in all nine medals. In
Anatomy, perhaps no student has shown such consistent proficiency as Walker, in which he won four
medals, a Mackezie and a John Aitken Carlyle Bursary, the Cunningham Memorial medal, and the
Van Duns Schol arship é
By reason of his almost phenomenal success in various examinations held, Walker had become well
known, and was deservedly popular amongst his fellow rstsidas evidence of his popularity on
HMS o6Shar ko, he was asked by the officers of
honour of promotion to HMS O&6Tipperarydé which
6Shar kd and e ef thosé whg Bhovwwed such aharoic dortitude, when subjected to a
murderous fire as they lay helpless and crippled; and thus perhaps the most brilliant student of this
year has added his name to the already long list of Edinburgh University heroes, dredsaime
time to the roll of loyal Australian sofis.
A Dr R Burns, who knew Robert, wrote another tribute from his position at the Naval Infirmary at
Hull: There is great consolation in that he died like an Australian, in the midst of his duties. The
gunly er of that famous | ast gun and the coxswai
hi ghest t eiroithés kindines® dad ¢kib in the days before the great action, and of his
unquestioned valour when t hhesegenrsay, hidealhemstedrimg b o ¢
gear shot away first of all. Shortly afterwards she was torpedoed in her oil tanks. This prevented her
getting oil to her engines and she became a stationary target. They then got the concentrated fire of
6full yhitpveed,t yewserything being swept off the de

hi mself. Both the coxswain and gunl ayer befor e
The last they saw of him was in striving to reach a badly wounded maritgrstaving attended to
anot her . When O6Bob6 | eft him the coxswain dis

one hand, himself wounded, reaching out towards a wounded comrade with the other. A hurricane of
metal swept the ship and he was killéd glorious death, but sad in that he was so young, so
brilliant, and every inch a man. He was everyb

Had Robert Walker lived who knows to what height his study of medicine would have taken him. By all
reports he had a brilliant mind and hisdovas a tragic one for both his family and the wider community.

Walker R

Above left: The Portsmouth Naval Memori#lboveright: Robert Wal ker’s name on

49 Edinburgh University Magazine.
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The Allonville disaster, 1918
Jonathan Morrison, Geelong West.

By the end of May 1918 the German Spridffensive had been checked and preparations for its repulsion
had begun. TheBBattle of the Aisne, however, showed the Germans still had some fight as they tested the
strength of the American forces. Along the Somme, further north, the Australiarihdnéites and patrolled
Noman’s land in strength.

Thursday, 30 May 1918, was a very hot day. T#e Battalion AIF had been resting at Allonville,

a small village around three miles to the na#ist of Amiens, for a few days and were about to leave onc
more for the front line. The men were upbeat as they prepared their kits for the march the following day. As
the day wore on though, they looked to the shade offered by the nearby woods. Some felt envy at the officers
who claimed the coolest spots. Oth&yoked at their own billets to seek a better way to keep cool.

‘B’ and D’ Companies had been allocated bill
and °C° Companies were bDilleted on the ecmastwoern f
storey brick building along with the bands [pipe and brass] and®ti®i4vi s i on ¢ Smart Set’
CA” Company was put in a big wiedrkaef heldua with massBe t h b
timber beams and uprights. The bamnfoured to belong to the Hennessy familgf brandy fame) had a
wall of straw at one end and a short brick wall supporting timber boards at the other. One side had a large
opening and the other had sliding doors which were kept closed most of the time.

The evening was still very warm and the men entertained themselves before attempting sleep, with
wine, song and, no doubt, gamblinghey had recently been paid! The brass band played a few numbers for
the men in the °C’ Co mpteok gverbenemy planes cold be helard in theaskids o f
and cheers went up as the planes scurried away whenever a search light found its targaheNstjelling
continued as per normal, and few of the men thought much about it at all as Allonvillegaad &0 to 12
miles off the front lines.

Around 1.30 in the morning of the $1a shell landed near Allonville. Most of the men were well
asleep and paid little attention to the ndetant explosion. In five minute intervals more shells followed
withouu any damage. The third or fourth shell, howeyv
high velocity shell, likely 9” calibre, shattered
slate tiles dropping to the ground with suchctathat many of the men sleeping below were literally cut to
pieces. The falling beam crushed others and the general concussion from the blast affected the rest. It could
be argued that the beam actually saved the lives of many of the men, as had @nepkited within the
barn, the damage may well have been greater still. We will never know. What we do know is that 13 men
were killed outright and a further 12 of the 56 wounded died at the various casualty clearing stations and
hospitals in the Amiensestor.

Within minutes of the explosion,
a search and rescue mission was starte
Edgar Rule wrote i
Mo b’ ( p aThe whale debris had
tumbled down on the boys,
disembowelling many, cutting off legs an¢
arms as if they were papednder it the
dead lay silent; the rest made one lon
moan of agony. Of those unhurt, all bu
about half a dozen still stood petrified,
unable to move; the others were working
like fiends, pulling away the timber to ge
to the victims. To add to the terroan
occasional shell would arrive with a
terrific swish and burst not very far awa
and all this contributed to hamper our

work. o s g
[Right: Closeup of the destruction, taken P NN
the morning after. AWM E02462.]
One of those shells also hit a martk h e ° @any bdilding. That blast caused 17 casualties,
including five killed. Amongst the debris were th

and performance gear of the Smart Set.
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It was an extraordinary night with a number of stories ofage shining througiNewton Wanliss

(page 286) described a few of these:
Pte. Dick Radnell, M.M, with a smashed limb and mortally wounded, was carried out of the barn
singing.He died next dayAnother man with both legs severed above the knee, on freifigred
assistance, sai d, il am al | Ondofthetstaunchestandntog b a
sterling men i @plblakd Regholdsp manyupwards of forty years of age, who
lost an arm in the disastefAs he lay lying woundegn the stretcher one of his mates gave him a
cigarette, whilst another offered to light a match forhiimNo , 6 was t he deter mi n
veteran, whose sufferings had failed to quench his indomitable gplrit. have to use on
future,and | wi | | start now, 0 and he |it the match

Harry Reynolds survived his wounds and lived to the age of 78, finally passing away in 1953. (Thanks to
Frev for this info!) It may never be known who was the unnamed man who lost his legs, beheassg

the Red Cross filegprovide a possible
match— George Reddish Of course, the |
Red Cross files are not complete, and eve
if they were someone other than George
may have been the wounded mart
However, | still wish to honour such a
selfless momentraidst the horror of that
night.

The 69 casual'tt
Company gave them the dubious record ¢
the most devastation from a single she
within the AIF throughout the whole of
the war.

There are 18 men buried at
Allonville cemetery— thirteen who died
t hat night from ° A
from the second shell. The eighteenth ma 0 50 Ty
was John Mills, who died of wounds & e e ;b R
within an hour at the"4Field Ambulance
situated in the nearby Bois de Mai. Originally, there was a-haamecross with the names of the 18 but
now, all the men have proper CWGC headstones to commemorate their lives.

Following is a list of the men who died and where they are buried.

Buried at Allonville

1668\ Albert Robert Anderson (aged21) * A’ Co mp a n ¥'shellKIA
6221 Charles Ballis(34) “ A’ Comp a n¥'shellKIA
4760 Sydney Ernest Beverley(24) “A’ Co mp a n ¥'shelKIA
2152 Thomas Brinkworth (27) A’ Comp a n¥'shellKIA
2240 Robert Delaney(21) A’ Comp a n¥'shellKIA
5764 Leopold Arthur Downey(27) “ A’ Comp a n¥'shellKIA
1872 L/Cpl John Herbert Dunn (26) A’ Comp a n¥'shellKIA
7342 Bertie George Englertt (3 1) < C’ Co mp a n39shellKIA
266  Lawrence Hustler (22) “ A’ Comp a n¥'shellKIA
602  L/Cpl Hugh Albert Graham Kent HQ signaller 2" shell KIA
6126 Richard Madigan (21) “C’ Comp a n3shell KIA
1383 L/Cpl Robert Mann® (28) A’ Co mp a n¥'shellKIA
55a  Norman McLeod (38) A’ Co mp a n¥'shellKIA
2491 John Claude Mills (22) “ A’ Comp a n ¥ 'shellDOW
7588 George Walter Powell (18) A’ Comp a n ¥ 'shellKIA
5757 George Ray(29) A’ Co mp a n¥'shellKIA
2730 Arthur Thomas Riley (27) A’ Co mp a n¥'shellKIA
7606 William Wootton* § ( 2 3) “C’ Compa n3shell KIA
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Notes © Original enlistment in 4Battalion October/November 1914.
* Interestingly, William Wootton 1is spelled w
records show clearly it should be twalthough on a letter from the Australian Grave Services both
spellings are used and may be the root of the confusion.
¥ According to a witness 1n the Red Cross filc
since being taken on strength of & Battaliononly a few weeks before the fatal night.

Buried at Crouy (roughly 16km north west of Amiens)

542  Patrick Joseph Barrett (26) HQ scout 2" shell DOW 31/5/18
1868 Leonard Best(22) “ A’ Co mp a n ¥ 'shell DOW 4/6/18

231  Albert V Green (20) “ A’ Comp a n¥'shell DOW 31/5/18
6612 Leslie Egbert Joshua Witcombe A’ Co mp a n}'shell DOW 31/5/18

Note: ° Barrett wa s a hard man to find as he wasn’t
had always been a discrepancy with tluenbers quoted in the war diary, though. Thanks to some
fine detective wor kheisbackinthedoldt her < Fre v’ Ford

Buried at Vignacourt (roughly 16km north north west of Amiens)
5344 Cpl Patrick Brennan (27) “ A’ Co mp a n¥'shell DOW 31/5/18
1734 George Walter Radnell(21) A’ Co mp a n ¥ 'shell DOW 1/6

Buried at Longeau (roughly 5km south east of Amiens)

56827 Alwyn Morris Evans (31) “ A’ Co mp a n}'shell DOW 31/5/18
7522 Charles Edward Leigh (20) “ A’ Co mp a n}'shell DOW 31/5/18
4877 George Valentine Reddish(30) “ A’ Co mp a n¥'shell DOW 31/5/18
7080 Albert Edward Smith (25) “ A’ Co mp a n¥'shell DOW 31/5/18

Buried at St Sever (near Rouen)

3442 Frank Newbold (27) A’ Co mp a n ¥ 'shellDOW 8/6/18

Buried at Lodge Hill (near Birmingham, England)

1805 Henry William Delora (22) A’ Co mp a n}'shellDOW 13/6/18

My grandpa,Ted Graham 1252 was at Allonvillet hat ni ght . As a member of °

point sleeping in the barncertainly his billet was there! Family folklore has it that he was sleeping at the
brick end and, being too hot, moved his bedding to the other end where the straw waativétg, he had

been invited to listen to the band and, perhaps, stayed over there until the first shell hit, whereupon he got out
from there prior to that barn being struck. Either way, | feel particularly fortunate that he was not a casualty.
What is @rtain is that he had just returned from a lengthy recovery with a wounded hand that very day, only
to witness a terrible reminder of the horrors of the war.

Thel#Battalion were due to leave Allonvi-bree at
had the mineset required, let alone the time to be ready. Even so, the battalion were able to march out by
10am. It was an eerie march, at first, as they made their way to the other side of the Somme River at Daours.
One can imagine the silence penétgthe thoughts of the men who had all lost a mate or had had a close
shave of their own. The silence was dominant, too, as there was no band to accompany the marching. It took
many weeks for ‘A’ Company, in p abeforatlkeydouldbe usedin r e c
strength in raids and patrols. By the time of the Battle of Hamel, though, they were all ready to return fire.
Allonville is an out-of-the-way village even now. Therin 1918,it was a considerabldistancefrom the
front and of little military importance so, the question arises, why was it targeted in such a seemingly ad hoc
manner? The first thing we must understand is that artillery from both sides had long range options which
were used throughout the waAnywhere a gathering of military forces settled could be a target.
Reconnaissance had become more easily available with the improved camera technologies used in
conjunction with aeroplanes. Intelligence gathered as many sources of information as ées gnodsnuch
of this came from POWSs. Whether they talked under interrogation or let slip a few words to mates (real and
pretend) that were overheard, such information could turn a rumour to near fact.
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Aaron Pegram wrote an alsstiei5¢) wkere heillustrated the effacts of ma |
such talk. On page 45 he relates the possible bac
diary:

The Germans were really shooting for the chateau. They were told some time ago, apparently,

probably by a man of ours who they captured, that this WaBi@ision headquarters. They got this

fool to talki made him drunk, | suppose, or put him in with a sham Englishman; or perhaps they

simply impressed him with the fact that they knew all absudivision by telling him the name of a

few officers. Anyway if any man of ours gave this news to them he himself killed those 18 [sic]

comrades as directly as if he clubbed them.

Pegram then goes on to say that German Intelligence documents re@\itkdsur-Ancre confirmed that

men of the Y Brigade captured near Morlancourt had revealed the location of thevi3ion at Allonville.
Bean, 1in his VoloniefVipage 20B) gi¥es a dearer,yslightly lessotional, version

of theevents:
About this time, according to the intelligence summary (dated May 17) of tHe&sEdan Division
then holding Ville, the Germans captured prisoners who disclosed that headquarters &f the 3
Australian Division were at Allonville. They also ddihat Brigade headquarters were at Franvillers
and a camp at La Houssoye. The result may well be a warning to all captured men against giving
any information, or even talking of such things among themselves.
He goes on to describe the events of 31 Eagetailed earlier.
Clearly, Bean believed that Allonville was targeted due to the talk of POWSs. While | believe such

talk had an important part to play, it was not the sole information used. Wanliss states (page 289):
Attempts were made to attributdatthe operation of spies but the German flying men had complete
observation and, doubtless, noted and probably reported the parking of motor lorries in the
immediate vicinity of the quarters of the sleeping iin@encombination presenting a most tempting
target. Some think that the shooting was purely accidental and that the fatal shells were either
6shortsdéd fired at the chateau housing Divisio
chance endeavour to explode some of the ammunition dumpdonatiey.

Clearly, Wanliss was more opemninded about the cause of the disaster and without real proof we are still
uncertain of the reasons for the shelling. One aspect which intrigues me is the elapse of time between
information from POWs (mid May) tactually shelling for effect at the end of May.

This brings me to a question which has vexed my research powers for some time. Who fired the
shells? We know that the 19%erman Division held the Morlancourt sector in early May 1918. It was they
who ganered the information from the POWSs. The "19&re relieved by the 18#German Division on 16
May 1918 which may account for the delay in targeting Allonville. Within the"t8@ 157" Artillery
Command wergesponsible for any artillery activity. The FAR 213 and I./b. FUBA 6 were two artillery
regiments under the 1871t is highly likely that the shells were fired from one of these groups but there are
circumstances which prevent actual proof. The mospimg ant , to my mind, is tha
the 213 German Divisions’ compiled fr o"iisianwasl 1 i ge
rested at Cambrai from the "2®lay. The history does not say they were relieved by any ditision, so |
wonder if some members of the division stayed at Morlancourt while others rested at Cambrai, or whether all
were involved. No information has come to light on any of this.

| asked for assistance on two Internet forums for any informatiechwmight confirm or negate any
of the possibilities. Unfortunately, many of the German records have been destroyed, with others taken by
the Americans (some of which are, | believe, becoming available online). There are some records based at
Munich whichare accessible, if you are in the area and can read German. The information which has been
passed onto me is intriguing and offers nothing but more possibilities and questions. One forum member
stated:

In April 1918, the 107. ID had FAR 213 and I./b. PuB. In 1918, a FAR generally had one

detachment of FK 98 n.A., one of FK 16, and one ofd&f.%H. None of these guns was capable of

long range action. I./b. FURBA 6, however, had 2 batteries of 18 €% and one battery of 1€m K

14. These guns had saarimum range of about 13 km.

If this range fits with contemporary front line maps, the Bavarians of Bayerisches FuRattillerie

Regiment 6 might be the ones who shelled the-H@this case you would be lucky, because the

Bavarian Army files havi generaly i survived WWII and are available in Munich. For a start, you

might look into the regimental history of b. FURBA 6ut don't expect too much here. If the range
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doesndét fit, a Fernkampfgruppe might heéllerg been
branch and are almost impossible to track. The army in charge in this sector wa$ #reng, a
Prussian staff, thus files lost thanks to the RAF in April 1945.

This is all very interesting and creates a case for the Fu3a 6 but that is ast fgpess Aaron Pegram
responded to this claim by statingi6 d be surprised if it was FuCa 6
likely equipped with the 7.7cm field gun and not a Siege Artillery unit equipped to fire large calibre rounds.
The quest ges on.
In the end it probably matters little who fired the shots. It happened. The outcome, as awful as
anything could be, was no different in many respects to any event from any day throughout the entire war.
Keeping the memory alive of all the boys wéerved is important and if this article can assist with
that then | am happy. Of course, if anyone out there knows something else or discovers some more
information | am more than willing to revisit thepic.

BUD the MONKEY
AND OTHER TALES OF SOLDIERS’ PETS
Told by Lin. MacDonald and lllustrated by Angus MacDonald (Angus and Robertson, Sydney 1932).
Contributed by Russell Curley, Blakehurst.

Dogs Assorted — The Tyke
On the eve of going back to France after a spell in hospital, | foolishly promised to take a new mascot across

to a Scottish unit that had had a casualty. Throu
me immnensely, and which | never failed to visit on subsequent trips to England.
It was a sort of dogs’ gare~- Bt it ® S ofabee wher

pup while shopping in the big store (to which it formed one of 1
entrances), or dining in the restaurant abdivevas fitted up with neat
little shelves with larger cubicles underneath them; nicely polisk
round rails, t o whi ch wer e f
waterdishes; clean mats; and a nice shiny commissionaire wit
‘“whangee’ c erihe visitoss. Watching this big chap in
grey uniform keeping order amongst his charges, pacifying sc
dame’s dar 1l i n ghiscwil, ar giving it am imitation bone
made of rubber to chew; murmuring things that were evidewotipice
to sane brute that insisted on putting up a howl, | quite forgot 1
important business on hand.

| was brought back to earth when my friend at last succee
in persuading a large, fierd@oking, shaggycoated beast to come ou
of his corner and face the wdrbnd me. Now, although | had bee
assured that he wale @sasomgleyntij
know”, | treated that oversiz
could send myself a wire, putting my trip to France back, or e
forward, a day.

However, it was too late to get out of the contract with my
friend, soThe Tykehad to be my bosom companion for a good many hours in thetnaiopand transport,
until I could deliver him to an e miss gatgowvahd hi s
collect him at the French wharf.

‘Bosom’” ¢ ompani onThevhylkdad gotoiet hjs first apathywoh shynedshave
never decided from which he sufferedhe flung himself, terrified, on my chest whenever any strange noise
occured, such as a siren starting or a-fagnal exploding on the rails. As we had a foggy ttamand a
foggy crossing, my chest got lots of work, and, because the hound kept on collecting the damp air in his
shaggy coat like a piece of blotting papenh s t have reeked of “dog’ from
Divisional Headquarters in the line.

I have often wondered what the General who owned the big limousine really said when he smelled
his nicely heated car next day.

A nice °t haatriked fyonihe Sdottish mess, asking for his name. | replied that the

E

hound’”s name was Egbert, but that wasn’t what I ¢
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Lieutenant Harry Fitzgerald Harlock, 4™ Bn/APC/4™ Div Arty
Trevor Munro, Dubbo.

Harry Harlock was born in the village of Singleton in County
Sussex in July 1890 and was the son of Harry and Caroline Harlock.
Harry (senior) was recorded as being a general practitioner. His son,
Harry [left], was welleducated at Eastbourne and could speak
Spanish ad Italian. For at least two years of his time at Eastbourne

he had been in the Officers’ Trai

Harlock’s application for a c
that he had served for about a year in the Coldstream Guards. He
then spent four months witthe Royal Irish Constabulary. Harry
joined the Fijian Constabulary where he spent some sixteen months
starting in early 1914.

Lieutenant Harlock would have held
subi ns pector ’ s role in
The photo to theight shows one of the ative
policemen from around that time. As well as th+-.
native Fijians, the force also employed a numk”
of Sikhs, as a large population of Indians he &%
come to the islands to live and work and h&' .
considerable commercial dealings in Fiji. %

Unsurprisingly, vith the outbreak of war

ijian

young European men hoping to join the Britig
forces. Many of the officers of the Fijian Polic§ 14
Force had an advantage, as a considerable number of them had seen service wiui
regimentdn Britain prior to moving to Fiji, and were able to obtain indefinite leave in order to enlist (similar
to many police officers in Australia).

i Rl o
SRS

Above is a photo of what is probably the first organised contingent to leave Fiji. Eventually, a mork forma
agreement was struck whereby European volunteers from Fiji travelled to England in batches to enlist. Many
joined the King’s Royal Ri fHelewrighi.r ps, as is 1il1lust
Others joined New Zealand or Australian unit VR —
During the waryears, over 700 men left Fiji to join ~
military units overseas. It was not until 1917 that a Fiji
unit was raised and sent to the Western Front, wher
became part of the transport corps.
Although the Great War had little direct impac:
in the Pacifica force was raised in New Zealand short®
after the declaration of war. Thi$Z force was sent to#
seize the German colony of Samoa. (Australia sen:
similar force— the AN&MEF — to seize the German

THE FIJI PLATOON OF THE KING'S ROYAL RIFLES.
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colonies in the New Guinea region.)
Thus, on 15 Augustdl4 a mixed force of 1 413 men, plus six nursing sisters sailed for Samoa
aboard the S$oerakiand SSMonowai On its voyage the ship stopped at Fiji to collect some guides and
interpreters. It was here that Lieutenant Harlock joined the force in hisabffole asd Mi | i t ary Cens
I nt er .MHe was ilf officially recorded as being part of the Fijian Constabulary.
The force landed on Apia, the main island of Weste
Samoa, on 29 August. They remained in occupation until Ma
1915, when a spatly recruited Samoan Relief Force of 360 me
took over the garrison. Presumably, Lieutenant Harlock had b
on Samoa up until this timeR[ght: The NZ landing force arriving
at Samoa. Source: nzhistory.net.nz.] o
Lieutenant Harlock offered his resigrati from the Fijian = @&
Constabulary on 26 May 1915 in order that he might procee
England tooffer his services to the War Offid&ith his resignation
accepted, Harlock sailed to Australia, rather than continuing ol
England, and so enlisted in the AlF. '

On 14 June 1915, Harry applied for a
commission, having joined up three
days earlier. By now, he was one
month short of being 25 years of age.
Harry’s application
was sk foot tall and weighed 12
stone. Gaining his commission, "2
Lieutenant Harlock took charge of the

6" Reinforcements for the "4
Battalion. Harry’s d:
sailed for Egypt aboard thkaroola

[left], departing Sydney on 16 June
1915.

The photo to theight shows a group of
officers and nurses aboarthe Karoola. Nurse
Coburn is on the left, thenCaptain Maddock,
Matron [?], Captain Morgan (middle, to the rear),
Harry Harloch andStaff Nurse Hilda Moxham.
Sitting next to Hilda at right isvicDonnell. The
obscured figure behind Moxham is not named. &lil
Moxham was t o become
about ten years older than Harry).

After a short time in Egypt,"2 Lieutenant
Harlock joined the @ Battalion on Anzac Cove on
22 August 1915. Less than two weeks before, o
August, Harry had married StafNurse Hilda
Moxham. The pair supposedly married secre
(probably in order for Hilda to continue nursing
However, the marriage took place at the Abbass
Garrison Chapel and wa
Gazette’ on 23 AugusfTh ' ,
Sydney Morning Herald’ B g B0
1915. :

vy (M
Hilda is shown to theight with some of her [T« '+ |
fellow nurses; she is second from the right. Hilg
wa s described® BassebeHm
reinforcement and ended up serving at thé
Australian General Hospital at Cairo. It appears
continue nursing with the Australian Army Nursing service until 25 February 1916. The notebook gives a
brief summary of he rtheaamdindéfoefthewar.s movement for
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Hilda rented a flat in Heliopolis on 29 Marct

to continue being near Harry. She stayed Ma, 505
the flat until 29 May 1916. ifleichalia rblz-:lg
When Harry headed for service o uwvecd ?“"‘ ¢ 1“"11',:5.
the Western Front, Hilda sailed for Englant fgi- (ttese . 'q.1s
and quickly found work in &K hospital as qa.wroh Oea . 1 "5".
matron [see entryight for 24 August 1916]. Ry~ \m.‘»fm Dec. 2095
The birth of their WA,A,N,SFA&ISI’IL n
26.12.17. Hilda rec -FM.\M}\A‘\MIQI.LL

returned to Australia aboard tl@@sterleyon § Ret” tﬁM'( ) X ot
10 January 1919. Harry would not join ther irq \d wie ‘

e
until mid May 1919 O . }“‘“v‘.“’ .q1f8
| A oS t"*wa‘“ 0;‘!"5/"'6 | K FAamee(Pecnle) 2 q-¥

Like so many Anzacs on the Peninsulg, il 7 *Yo OLeeilidia (O-1~
health befell Harry. Only a little over a wee
after arriving he was admitted to a fiell R
hospital suffering diarrhoea and influenz:

Rather than rejoining his battalion, Harry

remained at a reinforcementcampinShpnel Gully. In October, Harlock
found that he was suffering tuberculosis as well as the diarrhoea he continued to suffer. On 27 October 1915,
Harry was admitted to a hospital on Malta, where his condition on admisa®desgcribed as being enteric

fever (typhoid).

In early December, Harlock was transferred to the All Saints Convalescent
Camp on Malta. On 18 December, Harlock disembarked at Alexandria in Egypt and
was then sent to a depot to await transfer to a uid@titenant Harlock was appointed
as Assistant Provost Marshal (APM) at the Heliopolis Camp on 16 January 1916. His
appointment was to replace the previous APNEeutenant Worthington [left].
Worthington and some of the men of his detachment had been gatedtiover their
running of the detachment and their mistreatment of men detained in the Heliopolis
cells. As a result, Worthington was sent home to Austrsdiavicesno longer required
Not surprisingly Harlock was one of the officers formally seconded to join the
fledgling Anzac Provost Corps on 3 April 191
The others wereCapt GL McCallum, Remount
Unit; Capt RP Barbour, AMC; Lieut WF Kensett, 24" Bn; Lieut MLF
Jarvie, 1* Bn; Lieut AF Jordan, 6" LHR; Lieut J Rogers VG 12"
ASC: Lieut RF Howard, 39 Bn; Lieut RA Adams, RemountUnit;
Lieut AT Watts, Remoununit.

The photo of Harryrjght] possibly shows Harry as a militar
police officer at Heliopolis. Harry would appear to be wearing a milit
police amband. The other option is that he is wearing a mourn
armband following the death of a fellow officer. The original photo i
faded small Box Brownie shot loaned by Sarah Harlock of Perth.

Lieutenant Harlock remained (formally) with the provost cor
for a little over three months. The period he spent wittptbgostcorps
was when the bulk of the men were training to be military police
Harry was probably at Heliopolis for most of his time with the An
Provost Corps, although it is likely he digb to Abbassia for som
training himself.

On 10 July 1916 Harlock left the provost corps to join the
Division Artillery. He was sent to an artillery training depot at-@lel
Kebir to begin learning his new skills. Lieutenant Harlock embarked #orderfrom Alexandria in late July
aboard thevernia,arriving at Marseilles on 1 August.

On 8 August 1916 Lieutenant Harlock was formally taken on strength by"tBe\@ (Divisional
Ammunition Column), joining his unit at Acquin in France. THEDIAC had moved to Acquin five days
earlier, where they rested and resumed trainingp@siit waited a return to theoht. The DAC had taken
over the roles of the various individual Brigade Ammunition Columns just prior to the move to France. The
A"DAC’s strength as at July 1916 was 16 officers an
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On 21 AugustHarry was detached td"Divisional Artillery Headquarters to

act as ADC (Aidede-Camp) to the CRA (Commander Royal Artillery). The
CRA for the &' Division wasBrigadier General C Rosenthal[left]. A strong
personality, Rosenthal would end the war highly decorated. He had begun his
military career with the Militia Garrison Artillery in Australia in 1903.
Rosenthal had been twice wounded on Gallipoli, on the second occasi@s he
evacuated to England. Upon his return to duty in Egypt he was given command
of the artillery of the newly formed™Division. Harry held his role as ADC up

until 21 September when he resumed his regular duties.

On 14 October 1916, Harry was detaghto the 11 FAB (Field
Artillery Brigade) headquarters. Harry spent about ten days with théAB
before returning to the™4DAC. On 21 June 1917 Harry was transferred to the
10" FAB, where he remained for a little over three months. Harry was then
transferred back to the 1FAB and formally posted to the %#2Battery. The
photosbelow show an Austigan 18 pounder firing near Neul in 1917 Jeft] and a 4.5 inch howitzer

[right].

By the end of 1917, Harry had become eligible for two weeks laadewas able to spend Christmas and
New Year in the UK. Hilda gave birth to their fir
in the UK on 26 December, Harry being present for the birth. No doubt he also took the opportunity to catch
up with many family and friends that he had not seen for several years.

In mid March 1918Harry was sent for a weskraining at the Corps Gas School. Shortly after
rejoining his unit in late March he was admitted to hospital suffering gingivitis. (Giisgivas a common
gum complaint that both officers and men suffered, which was related to theipufdacteria often due to
the poor conditions while in the line. The sharing of mess tins and utensils also spread the condition.)

Harry was evacuated tBtaples where he received treatment at tH& @dneral Hospital for just
under a week. After a few days convalescence he returned to the Le Havre Depot on 12 April as he awaited
the order to return to his unit. It was not until 24 April that Harry rej@ihis unit.

Officers of the AIF were no different to their men and would occasionallyafoal of the
authorities. Full details of a FGCM (Field Genere
July 1918 he was charged wiflunkenness$or an incident that occurred on 9 July. Harry pleaadguilty.
However,Colonel TIC Williams DSO, from the 18 FAB found him guilty and as a result Harlock forfeited
28 days pay and relinquished his precedence towards his next level of promotiondirigevas reviewed
a few days later, with some minor adjustments to the punishment being made.

On 20 July 1918, Lieutenant Harlock was transferred to tieBaftery, which was also equipped
with the popular 18 pounders. No other major details appedfonr r vy’ s file for the
September he was granted a further two weeks leave to the UK. Upon completion of his leave he rejoined his
unit in France.

On 7 January 1919, Harry was again granted leave, after which he was ordered ttorépert
Headquarters in London. Harry was ‘selected’ to b
early March.

On 7 March 1919 Harry was ordered to prepare for demobilisation and marched into No. 2
Command Depot at Weymouth. On 25 Mafd&19 he was given a berth back to Australia aboardPtre
Dennison For the voyage, Harlock was to be the ship’
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Hilda, who was now living in Balmain, Sydney, madg
enquiries regarding being given tickets to meet her husband.
couplehd not formally c¢ ha n-gfkid,
despite Hilda having resigned due to their marriage. Ha
disembarked at Melbourne and then entrained to Sydney. He
his discharge medical in mid May and his appointment with
AIF was formally teminated a month later on 15 July 1919

Presumably, Hilda had remained in England while Ha
was in France and Belgium. She voyaged to Australia on
Osterleyon 10 January 1919.

Harry and Hilda took Jim to Fiji from Sydney in Augus
1919. PHiip wasborn in Suva on 8 July 1920 and William Mar
in 1921. On the birth certificate, Harry (senior) was describec
being an Inspector of the Constabulary, indicating he ¥
returned to Fiji to his police duties ‘

The Harlocks left Fiji to return to Englandid Sydney)

next

showing their details 1s sh
recorded, and she was in fact some 10 or 11 years older tha
35 years indicated.

SYDNEY ' LONION, Immo(x MR HARRY, .| "WESTGARTH" | 3rd| LAV STUDENT |36 FLII,

f * MRS HILDA, BOLLYMEAD RD | " HOUSEWIFE, & 35 .
} * MASTER HARRY, CHIPSTEAD SURREY. SCHOOL | 8 In
E * * PHILLIP, " " | " " 6 -
£ l ‘ B K WILLIAM . ‘ " L] " n 4 "

In 1926 the Harlockfamily moved to Egypt, where
Harry worked for the British Colonial Service within the
Egyptian Government Service. Although

’\ Britain continued to administer Egypt, th
= French Government had control of th
!
]

country’ s antiquitie
returnng to Egypt, Harry was awarded th
Palmes Academiques(grade of officer
d’ a ¢ a d dghti; cappareptly Harry had
become quite a “Clas
. In 1939, before WWII, Hilda returned

\\ R to Australia with Phiip. Jim joined the

B— i o British Colonial Service, exving in the
b \ ' Malayan Police. He would be interned ¢
: Changi during the war. In 1960 Jim and h

‘ family moved to Perth from Malaya. Pliyl
joined the2™ AIF during the war and was killed in New Guinea

' in May 1945. Hilda never returned to England.
William Mark (¢ B Harlock remained in England, as
did Harry (senior) after his time in Egypt. In 1939, Bill (then
} ‘ only 18) entered the Dartmouth Royal Naval College where he
- trained alongside Prince Philip. He ultimately became a
" commander in the Royal Naviyrom there he moved into Naval
Intelligence, and later into the Government Communications
Headquarters where he became the head of the Arab section.
Hilda ended up in Perth in 1963 and died three years later. Despite being some ten years youngeathan Hild
Harry Harlock diedirst, in 1960 in the UK.

Endnotes: (1) Harlock photos courtesy of Sarah Harlo8kologies for quality of some original@) Phillip
Harlock served as NX101682 in the 2Rattalion. He appears to have no known grave.

DIGGER 59 Issue 42



Survived the Western Front but lost at sea: the HMAS Sydney Diggers
Greg Swinden, Evatt.

On the night of 19/20 November 1941, the Australian cruiser Hi@pdhey(ll) was badly damaged and on

fire after her fateful encounter with the German armed raider K8Knoran off the coast of Western
Australia.Sometimea f t er mi dni ght the c¢cruiser’s bow, which
off and the blazinghip quickly rolled over and sank, taking 645 men with her to the bottom of the Indian
Ocean. Little known today is that some of her crew had previously served iAltie during World War I.

They were:

Surgeon Lieutenant Commander Francis Harison Genge RAN (AIF N95010). Born in
Paddington, NSW, on 21 March 1897. He undertook his medical training at the University of Sydney and
graduated with a Bachelor of Medicine and Master of Surgery; he joined the RAN on 4 November 1935.
Genge was a 21 yeald university student when he joined the AlF (University Unit) on 4 October 1918 but
was discharged on 9 March 1919, following the Armistice, without seeing overseas service.

Chief Petty Officer Engine Room Atrtificer Joseph Henry McBain(RAN 16150/AF 5745). Born
in Glasgow, Scotland, on 28 December 1897, he was an iron welder living at Launceston in Tasmania when
he enlisted in the®1AIF on 11 April 1916 as a private in the™Battalion. He served on the Western Front
and was wounded in the rigtitigh at the battle of Hazebrouck in April 1918. He was discharged from the
AIF on 6 March 1920 and later joined the RAN on 27 January 1925. Joseph McBain was awarded the British
War Medal and the Victory Medal.

Chief Petty Officer Stoker James RobertSturla (RAN 13563/AIF N60429 & 3832). Born in
Pyrmont, NSW, on 8 June 1900, he lied about his age and joined up on 3 September 1915 but was
discharged undeage on 29 September 1915. He is believed to have tried to enlist again in June 1916, but
was agairfound to be undeage and rejected. He finally joined up on 6 December 1916, aged 16%, under
the assumed name @mes Robert Evansind served as a sapper in tiiéPloneer Battalion and later in the
10" Field Company Engineers, until discharged on 21dan1920. He joined the RAN on 16 October 1922.

James Sturla was awarded the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

Chief Petty Officer Cook Thomas Leslie Carey(RAN 11234/AlF V75616 & V81088). Carey was
an 18 year old baker born in Moonambool, Vin, 22 June 1900. He joined the AIF on 17 April 1918 but
was found to be underge and was discharged on 17 May 1918. He then joined the AIF again as a private on
22 October at the Recruit Depot at Broadmeadows. He was discharged on 24 December 1918 after th
Armistice without seeing overseas service. Carey joined the RAN on 6 May 1919.

Engine Room Artificer 1* Class Ivo Ignatius Bibby (RAN
12522AIF V78872). Born in Ballarat, Vic, on 17 July 1899, he was a |
year old private in the 18General Service Reinforcements who had joine
the ' AIF on 29 July 1918. Bibby embarked in the troopship S
Carpentariaon 7 November 1918, bound for Europe, but following th
Armistice the ship was recalled. He was transshipped to thRi&Sina
which arrived back in Australia on 28 November 1918. Bibby wi
discharged on 24 December 1918. He missed out on active war servic
was awarded the British War Medal as he had embarked for over
service. Bibby joined the RAN on 9 July 192Right: Ivo Bibby. AWM
P07517.001.]

Plumber 1% ClassPercy John Christian Willis (RAN 12524AIF
N36665. Born in Sydney, NSWon 3 October 1900. He lied about his ag
and joinedthe AIF on 18 July 1916 at the Royal Agiltural Showground
in Sydney. He was soon found be undefage and as discharged on 29 o
July 1916 Percy Willis joined the RAN on 5 July 1920. PO7517.001

Stoker Petty Officer William Ernest McLean (RAN 13426/AIF
V46500 & 2760). Born in South Melbourne, Vic, on 14 March 1899. He lied about his age and served as a
private in the ¥ Pioneer Battalion from 14 June 1916 until discharged on 28 December 1919. McLean was
gassed while serving on the Western Front in October 1917. He joined the RAN on 15 February 1922.
William McLean was awarded the British War Medal &mel Victory Medal.

Petty Officer Cook Leslie Joseph Crocker(RAN 13203/AIF V81250). Crocker was born in
Kensington, Vic, on 26 December 1899 and served briefly in thalE from 22 October 1918 to 24
December 1918 as a private at the Recruit Depot@dneadows. He was discharged after the Armistice
without seeing overseas service. Crocker joined the RAN on 3 June 1921.
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Petty Officer Steward Donald Ross(RAN 16199/AIF V60543 & 7554). Ross was born in
Chatsworth, Vic, on 5 April 1899, but lied abdus age in order to enlist in thé AIF on 24 January 1917.
He served as a private in the™Battalion and later the™4Machine Gun Battalion on the Western Front.
Donald Ross was discharged from the AIF on 5 March 1920 and joined the RAN on 10y&bata His
brother (ieutenant Thomas Ros¥also served in the™AIF, but was killed in action in August 1918 while
serving with the 7 Battalion. Donald Ross was awarded the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.

Also lost withSydneywas 44 year ol@andmaster Ernest Victor Lloyd Stear (RAN 19523) who
had previously served in the Royal Marines as a bandsman froml926land had joined the RAN on 6
March 1930.

There were also a dozen or so RAN/RN personnel |d8Sydmeywho had sesed in the Navy during
the First World War.

OAWG to fund careforBi r d wo o dVCsw i annndggrages overseas
Through Facebook, FFFAIF memb&andra PlayleandGraeme Hoskenbecame engaged in a discussion
with Gary Stapleton of the Victoria Cross Trust, based in the UKwww.victoriacrosstrust.org]The VC
Trust is a charitable organisation which raises funds to restore and maintain the graves of British VC winners
whose graved o nmeet the criteria for care and oversight by the CWGC.

When researching a WWII aircrew member for a school study in Dece@di#? Graeme
established contact wi t h t historicalénterest inGeanerah Birdwoddr ot h e
t hr ough t he-wagusihte theaMilduska arpacte open a soldettlement scheme. The topic of the
poor condition of Birdwood’ s grave in TwGr&emdam
thought was that the FFFAIF may be abléagilitate a tidyup of the grave.

e e Sandra suggesteéd@raemecontact Gary who immediately facilitated the
taking and forwarding dléft]. phobugh notsa V& f Bi
winner, Garyfelt t h a t t he VC Trust should incl
projects given his leadership of the ANZAC/AIFGary soon issued a press
release, was interviewed on ABC Radio and opened his website to donations.
Within 24 hours, the Australian Government, through DVA, advised Gary that
they wouldacceptresponsibiliy f or t he restoration of ¢
Great newsnumberond By the end of January the restoration had been compleggdat news number
two! [See vision of the repaired graveh#tip://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uknglandlondon21258494

Sandraalsoexpressed a wish that the FFFAIF take up the case for the restorafimdefick Bell
VC’ s grave. Bell wa s from Perth, WA, and 6%WWMA his
Mounted Infantry. He served with the British Army in WWII, risit@ythe rank of Lieutenant Coloneind
died in England irl9%4.

Remembering that he had read somewhere that the DVA
announced it was going to take responsibility for all Australian \\
winners'’ graves, and after R[see ¢
http://minister.dva.gov.au/media_releases/2011/aug/va069.ht@laene

contacted DVA (who forwarded th WG) :
grave [right] woul d me et t hetia. Kelr Regrae aDeputy

Director Operations,OAWG, replied: Thank you for your enquiry

regarding the grave of Frederick Bell VC located in Canford Cemetgigst

Bristol. I confirm that his gr &% OvVer e

Bravest 6 pr @gasdstinspdctectby grepegentative of the London based Australlan Defence
Attaché in mid 2012. The grave is located in an area of the cemetery that has minimal maintenance; this
program will not address cemetery maintenance issues. The personk detdie grave are legible and the
grave is structurally sound. #ppears to be regularly maintained (unknown by whom at this time) as it is
weed free. The grave would benefit from a biocidal treatment to reduce theamdosmprove the
appearance of thgrave. An appropriate service provider is to be approached.

Mr Pearce then contacted the VC Trust and Gary advisemh confirm that today we have been
contacted by Kel Pearce with a request to undertake ALL work regarding Australian VCs that Isiyito re
the UK. This would cover the cleaning and restoration of all graves and also ensuring suitable/allowable
memorials to be placed at cremation sites. This is obviously subject to them agreeing to our costings and
family/grave owner permissioifhe menconcerned would bePercy Storkey VC Guy Wylly VG Frank
McNamara VG Frederick Bell VCandNeville Howse VCGreat newsiumberthree
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Follow-up: Private Jack Sweeney and the Peronne photographs
Geoff Lewis, Raglan, with additional research by Chris @otleen Hills, Waramanga.

In DIGGER41 Il r evealed the backg
Hubert Wilkins photograph of men of the™SDivision at fs
Peronne, taken on 2 September 19ighf]. The site of the
photograph was identified and the context in which it a
others were taken was explained. HowevV@&guld only make
an educated guess at the fatdPalvate 3249 Jack Sweeney e, -
As a result of a <c¢hance hdah sl L e o f ]
now be completedRight: Jack Sweeney is sitting right in th oy & : .
photo taken on the day of his mortal wounding. AW
E03183.]
Jack’s grand niece and
Hills of the ACT, were doing some family history research in
the Dixon Library at the University of New Englandyvhere they wereperusinga copy of theArmidale
Chronicle of 31 December 1918. On page eight they discovered a letter writt€apiain Reginald
George Downing MC & Bar, OCo f J a c ks 'BBattalibn. Mpsathe first discavery was that
Jack was Downing’s company runner 6nknowntothe familg mo n't
Jack was the soldier charged with taking Wilkins around the meppeateas of Peronne that fateful
afternoon, referredbt i n Be aan ’cso milpiaanryy :c ommander €é sent a man
set up by the battaliodo wni ng’s HQ was a couple of blocks to
was takerthatafternoooon Jack’s “tour’
ReginaldDowning was arEnglishman who had completed a degree in Agriculture at the University
of Sydney and had served at Gallipoli as a member of th_F Regiment. He was transferred to thé 2
Battalion and then to the 88attalion when the " Division was being formeih Egypt. He ended the war
in the 56" Battalion. Downing knew Jack very well, as he stated in his letter. He continued:
On the afternoon of the"2[September], when things were comparatively quiet, as most of the
fighting was over, he left me to takereessage to an officer about a hundred yards away, when a
stray shell landed twenty yards or so from my headquarters. A few minutes later, one of the boys
reported that Jack Sweeney had been hit badly. The Colaeet{Col Norman Marshall DSQ&. 2
Bars, MC] who had just arrived at my HQ and | immediately rushed out, and when we reached Jack
he was being attenddd by a couple of our stretchéearers ... He was hit in the neck by a piece of
shell, and although not in much pain seemed to think he had no&ha/e encouraged him as much
as we could, but he seemed to think it was all up with him. His last words to me as they carried him
away were; €hopmasorry moaredtd Helhppdy ou fdrnyul ty
as he showed right ttihe last that fine unselfishness that characterises the real Australian soldier.
About an hour before he was killed the Australian official photographer [Wilkins] (a very
enterprising chap) took a photo of the gate by which the Battalion entered Perdttm&aak in the
foreground é JF&CXK( think) erdthe 8/9/18fahdes bdrigd near there.

A few comments need to be made a bufferedashrapwel wourg’ s 1 e
theupper armat Nonne Boschen in the Batté Polygon Wood, so he would have known, in his own mind

and heart, the extent of his wound. Sedpnthe story is convincing and reliable evidence tha3196

shows theentrancento Peronnecaptured by Corporal Arthur Hallvhich allowed the 54 Battalon to rush

into the town Thirdly, thatitis Jack Sweeney °is gateway torPgrongghelow left’ on
AWM E03196]

Many thanks to Chris and Col for alerting me to the
letter. Even though a piece from the bottom has been torn off
and it is quite difficult to read, such reliable and useful sources
are always a delight to discover to complete a story from our
AIF history.

Endnote: JackSweeneycan be seeninclosep i nmo he’ ° f a
photo on the back cover of Mickel Bomf or d’ s ¢ The
Mont St QuentilP e r onne 1918’ [ Australi.:

Series- 11], published by the Army History Unit, 2012.
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Captain Arthur William Ross: AlF Postal Service
Captain Rupert DalleyRFD, Kyneton.

Background: Rupert was posted (and is still attached) to 39 Personnel Support Battalion at Randwick, which
at the time was responsible for all military post offices for Australians serving overseas. A new military post
office was being builat Townsvilleand Rupert was asked to research a suitable military figftexy whom

to name the post officéde selected CaptaiArthur William Ross who established the first post office in
Egypt, then Gallipoli, before establishing the AIF postal mevin England and on the Western Front. The
postal service had to cater for mail sent home from the soldiers and those letters and parcels sent from
Australia to sons, husbands and brothers scattered over the Middle East, the UK, France and Belgium.

Arthur William Rosswas born in 1876 on French Island in Victoria. During the Boer War he served as a
corporal (1629) with the"5Victorian (Mounted Rifles) Contingent.

Ross enlisted in the AIF on 31 Au gsiaffatVictdrid 4 a n
Barracks to make all the necessary postal arrangements fof' thastralian Division prior to and after
embarkation for overseas. This position was due t

Arthur embarked for overssaservice on 2
October 1914 on board th@rvieto and was put in
charge of the 1 Divisional Train Field Post Office
when he arrived in Egypt. The Australian Base Post
Office was opened on 22 January 1915 and Staff
Sergeant Ross was placed in charge aséhimr postal
NCO.

In February the L ANZAC Corps was formed
and headquégers was located in the ShepheHatel in
Cairo. General Bridges appointed Ross as the Assistant

3 : Director of Australian Army Postal Service and
promoted Ross to lieutenantjove: The arrival of 161 mail bags at Mena. Delivery was delayed due to the
mail being wronglylabelledln Australlato *GPO

For the greater part of the Gallipoli campaigi=: o o s
Lieutenant Ross served at Anzacv€antil his return S
to Egypt following the evacuation.R[ght: Troops B =
lining up to collect mail from the Post Officef
established on Gallipoli. AWM A05384.] >

On 14 March 1916, an advance party was St s g
to France to establish an Australian Base Post Officef=4 £ &
Calais (underm Lieutenant Wilson). By June 1916, thn&\ 7.

Base PO had been moved to London. Ross had Lt A . W
sent to assist with the establishment of the pogw.” W= :
services in France, and took over from Wilson on 6 April 1916 as Deputy Assistant Director of Postal
Services of the1JANZAC Corps.

In November 1916, Ross was promoted to captain and the position of Deputy Director of the
Australian Army Postal Service. In December, he handed over to Lieutenant CJ Fletcher, whose posting was
Senior Postal Officer faihe AIF in France.

Ross then transferred back to the Middle East and from 1 May 1918 was Deputy Director of the
Army Postal Serwce for the AIF in Egypt He received leave to London on 11 March 1919 and thus

x e embarked from Port Said on thadarra four days later.
Ross remained in England until he departed for home in
i November 1919. He later resi
Street, South Yarra.

The operation of an efficient postal service was
vital for morale in an army so far from home, so it is
fitting that the new Townsville mail centre was named

3 - . - = after Captain Arthur William Ross.
i e o o [Left: The Australian Field PO and staff at Anzac, 2
i ‘ “aozees | October 195. Photo by Arthur Ross. AWM J02429.]
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Fromelles Inscription — feedback result
FFFAIF Committee of Manageent.

The Committee of Management would like to express its appreciation to members who responded to our
reques:t for feedback and opinion on the 1issue o
Memorials that list battles by name. By the @igsdate of 1 February, 103 validated responses had been
received by email or post.

We believe that a 24% member response is a satisfactory indicator of membership opinion. The
result is almost three to one in favour of retaining the existing positionpgfost FOR inscription and
reinforces the resolution carried at the 2010 Annual General Meeting.

Each FFFAIF member was assigned a Uniqgue Member Identifier (UMI) for the purposes of
recording feedback so that responses could be verified while providingpar@ncy and accountability
whil st maintaining members’ privacy. Th eDdGGERf o u r
address label. Each response was recorded and allocated a sequential number after being validated. Eact
email and postal returhas also been archived in a separate PDF UiMIs for participating FFFAIF
memberas r e published in the Members’ area on the fff

Results Summary-al s o published in the Members’ area o
Eligible Responses FOR AGAINST UNDECIDED UNCLEAR
Members
426 103 74 26 3 0

Participation
rate 24% 72% 25% 3% 0%
[103 responses were validated, 103 UMls are recorded in the table & 103 responses are accounted for in the summary table.]

The feedback response is now known and tHéommittee is satisfied that the current FFFAIF policy is
consistent with the view of the majority of members who have wished to express their view. This
means that the current policy will be retained and puts the issue to resuntil the desired outcome is
achieved or a majority in a future AGM or membership survey overturns this decision.

[* Please note: Jacqueli®é 1 s on’ s a r t-1i7 arfived afien theppuablishing deadiine RIGGER
41 and has been published in this issue to honoamanitment madé herat the 2012 AGM.]

Accordingly, the Committee will continue with the job it was elected to do.

The Committee has its focus on the 10 Objectives of the FFFAIF (onvilefffaif.org.auwebsite go to
Aboutand selecObjectives and Constitutigrfor:

1. Preserving for future generations of Australians the sense of national identity and values that the
First AIF created, beginning with the ANZAC tradition at Gallipoli.

2. Preserving the memory of the soldiers, sailors, airmen and nurses who served irmtWabrE914
1918.

3. Supporting those serving units entrusted with carrying on the traditions passed on to them by
predecessor units of the Great War 1:9948.

4. Helping to bring together the families and friends of those who served in the Great Wd913814

5. Helping to educate all Australians seeking knowledge and guidance in understanding the campaigns
in which Australians participated.

6. Helping Australians to conduct research and publication concerning those who served in the Great
War 19141918.

7. Encoun gi ng and supporting the provision of cours
19141918, in primary, secondary and tertiary education.

8 Providing scholarships, principally to support
in the Great War 1914918.

9. Workinginccoper ation with the Department of Veteran
Returned & Services League and like minded organisations to further the objectives of the FFFAIF.

10. Promoting FFFAIF objectives through theedia, with particular emphasis on raising the standards
of reporting of Great War 191#918 history.
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In addition to the general administration and management of the Association, other recent or current
activities undertaken in accordance with our Objedtiinclude:

1. Publication of the high quality and significantly expanded quarterly mag@®BEER with WWI-
related articles and photographs mostly supplied by members and never before published.

2. Maintaining &cess to FFFAIF websiteyww.fffaif.org.au with topical news as well as more than
300 historical News and Research postings and

3. Enabling members to visit battlefields of the Great War, including organising commemorative tours
for membersn 2010 and 2012, with future tours planned for 2014 and possibly 2016.

4. Representation at commemorations and wreath laying services and dedications, such as recently with
the Mayor of Pozieregjedication of commemorative plaques for Australian Infanijtations at
the AWM, dedication of bridges, parks and roadshonour of AIF soldiers in addition to
participation in regular commemorative events on ANZACDay\ 11 y < Fromel l es Da
service in July and Remembrance Day services.

5. Facilitating the recognition of the war service of Great War soldiers who died in Australia without
adequate recognition by affixing appropriate plaques on their headstones, initially in Tasmania
through the Headstone Project SDbmmittee of Andrea Gerrmuand John Trethewey.

6. Facilitating the recognition of the war service of Great War soldiers who died and are buried in
unmarked graves in Australia without adequate recognition and are at risk of the grave sites being
reused by identification of such gesites and erecting appropriate headstones, initially for returned
soldiers who were buried in cemeteries associated with hospitals and medical facilities.

7. Preserving the memory of the soldiers, sailors, airmen and nurses who served in the Great War 1914
1918 through:

0 advocating for the exhumation, identification and dignified reburial in individual graves with full
military honours for the soldiers buried at Pheasant Wood, near Fromelles;

o advocating for the upgrading and enhancement of the museum at Bullecourt as the Jean and
Denise Letaille Museum;

0 advocating to the local government authorities in leper for the maximum preservation of vistas
toward Teper fr om t h ecoriahai Hilt 60 bylsympatheti€ dewetopnientse r s °’
nearby;

O input on the development of < ANZAC Trails’> i

0 promoting awareness of projects to commemorate AIF involvement on the Western Front
including the Brotherin-Arms Project in Belgim, Pozieres Remembrance, etc.

8. Promoting awareness of the sacrifice of those who served in Great War through the importation and
sale of Rembrella ‘“poppy umbrellas?’

9. Facilitating networking of members including recently informal gathering of members iteMvVes
Australia, the annual John Laffin Memorial Lecture and the establishment of a FFFAIF Facebook
group.

10. Renegotiation of the John Laffin Travel Scholarship to increase awareness of the Great War among
tertiary students and to enable an outstanding studdravel to the Great War battlefields, thereby
increasing their exposure to and competence to teach history related to the Great War. In support of
this, fundraising includes sales of donated books and donations.

We look forward to your continued suppt as we strive to Keep The Memory Alive.

Pheasant Wood Diggers names to pbe r

Source:http://www.dva.gov.au/commems_oawg/OAWG/war_memorials/overseas_memorials/france/Pages/fromelles.aspx

The Australian casualties buried at Pheasant Wood were previously listed by the CWGC as having no known
grave, and accordingly there presentlycommemorated by name on theemorials to the Missingt VC
Corner Australian Cemetery or the Australian National Memorial at \iBeesonneux.

When casualties recovered from Pheasant Wood are identified, headstones, inscribed with the
following informaion, will be provided[and have been in 1T&ses- Ed.]:
Service badgdin the case of Australians, this will be the Rising Sun A#eélge); name (initials an
surname); rank; unit; date of death; age (optional); religious emblem (optional); a persmifionschosen
by relatives (optional).

In due course, the name of each identified casuaillybe removed from the Memorial to the
Missingwhere it is now found as the casualty will have a known gfdVés is normal practice Ed.]

o
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Poppy Day
JudithGreen, Fitzroy (SA).

Colonel John McCrag a Canadian doctor, was serving as a medical officer in the battle of Ypres in 1915
when he wrote the poem:
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns bel owé.

Take up our quarrel with the foe
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch, be yours to hold it high
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

John McCrae died in a military hospital in 1918 but lives on in his poem which is recited on Remembrance
Day, and in the poppies which were the first flowers to bloom on the ravaged battlefields. These red field
poppies blooming in the nddy fields of the Somme became symbols of the blood of the fallen soldiers and
came to be known as ‘Flanders poppies’. The s ame
war, Moina Michael, an American woman, was iwnote pieplye-d Thy Mc
Victory Emblem’ or “ We Shall Keep the Faith?’.

Oh! Ye who sleep in Flanders fields

Sleepswedtt o ri se anew ¢é

And now the torch and Poppy red
Wear in honour of our dead.

Moina and her friends wore red poppies every day and thededeto make silk poppies and sell them to

help families of men who fell in World War |. At the same time, a FrenchwoMadame Anne Guerin,

was seeking ways to help French orphans and villagers whose homes and livelihoods had been devastated by
the warAnne followed Moina’s example and began maki:
England on Armistice Day, Idovember 1921, and the first poppies were those made in France. The idea
quickly spread to all countries which had sent soldiers tbdkitefields.

Poppy Day began in Australia in 1922 and when my fatWélter Cecil Vandenbergh MBE,
became honorary secretary of t hesedPoppytDayappralstandr n e d
inaugurated the Remembrance Day Concerts in Sydney HallfseeDIGGERs 40and 41].

My father was a wonderful gardener and he grew Flanders poppies in our garden at Willoughby,
Sydney. Poppy seeds lie dormant in the ground and begin to germinate in Spring if the soil is disturbed. |
remember my fathersayig “t hr ow the seed around on Anzac Day,
be poppies on Poppy Day’.

The Legacy Club was founded in Melbourne in 1923 in a spirit of mutual self help. On the battlefields
the Diggers had sgaoi dwetsot ,t hleoiork maftteesr: myl fmils s us an
its emblem the torch from McCrae’s poem, and on L

are sold to raise money for war widows and orphans. My father,
‘Vandy’ , wand helped orgamise Legacy fundraisers
—concerts a n d— aS belated io dhe drticlg sn’
DIGGERA40.

Left: Singer, Gladys Moncrieff rides a poppyaden float
donated by Holeproof Hosiery Company, 11 November 1927
1930. Source:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/statelibraryofnsw/3380561129
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Trooper 2898 Walter Rupert Tink, 7" Light Horse Regiment
Graeme Hoskemubbo, with thanks to Brian Tink

Walter Rupert Tink was a 24 year old grazier when he enlisted on 14 March 1916 at Menangle Park,
Sydney. He named his mother, Mar garet Tink, of ¢
deceased) . Rupert stood 5’77 t allukeyeswanrdifag hairdHe was 8 1 b ,
allocated to the 2DReinforcements for theé™Light Horse Regiment (NSW).

Not long after he arrived in Egypt,

Rupert was admitted to the isolation camp at
Moascar with mumps on 25 August 1916. He
was moved to the $4Stationary Hospital on
12 September and stayed there until 3 October,
when he rejoined the"2Light Horse Training
Regiment. However, Rupert was returned to
the isolation camp between 15 November and
: - . ' 10 December (reason unknown).

s ' = g i | Trooper Tink was taken ostrength of

' ‘ & the 7" LHR on 11 December 1916. On 26
March 1917, Rupert waseported killed in
action at Gaza. A note on his file states that
. - - ‘ = “t his ma n wa s not bur i ¢
retirement of regiment’ . He i s ¢ o mmetaryo fbeve ¢eft 1 n  t
Walter Tink is standing on the right of this photo of members of theHR taken at Menangle Camp.

AWM P05093.011.]

Churchesare common places for members of the First AlF to be remembered. A marble or brassmplaque o
a wall, a pew, silverwa, an honour roll or a staingdlass window may carry the name of a parishioner who
did not return from the Great War. How many churches, though, would depict the soldier in AIF uniform,
rather than justarry his name? How manyasnedglass windows feature a .303 SMLE?

The (for mer) St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
answer of ‘at l east one’ t o andea fora bnagnicenigstaiagthssi o n s .
window to ke installed in their family church to honour their dead son and brother.

The window [eft] shows Jesus preparing
to crown Walter Tink as Walter kneels before
him, rifle in hand. Angels appear to be
welcoming Walter to heaven, while a child holds
his hat replete with emu feathers.

The biblical verse on the window state
Be Thou Faithful unto Death and | will give Thee
a Crown of Life[Revelation 2:10]and To the
glory of God.At the bottom of the window idn
loving memory of Walter Rupert Tinkilled in
action at Gaza, March 27 1917. Presented by
his Mother, Brothers, and Sisters 1927.

The unveiling of the window and the
opening of the church took place ten years after
Walter’”s deat h.

Postscriptl: The Tink famofl y’ s
Walter’ s death 1S t hat h
advance patrol as thé"1HR moved towards

Gaza. When the order to withdraw from Gaza

was received, his body had to be left behind.

S gL d Wh il e it was searched for

N LOVING MEMORY OF

body could not be found:he 7" LHR history on
page 43 statesOur own casualties weregne
man killed and two woundedin the First Battle
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of Gazal- this single deatimust have been Walter Tink. However, in reading@®é f i ¢ i a IVolufhe s t o r
VII (Gullett) , another possible expl aMientthe order to breakvaffiwas r * s
received by the"7LHR, on the extreme right, Onslow concentrated his men upon the beach. Ryrie stood
firmly to his declaration that he would not move as long atgle man was unaccounted {p284]. The

bodies of the few Anzacs who had been killed were strapped to limbers and carried back to Belah; and so
thorough had been the search, that at dawn only one man oftiBrigade [which included the 7] was

missngi and it was remembered that he had been asleep close to the pohatsskrablyp285]. After two

nights without sleep, had Walter fallen sound asleep and been missed in the dark, to be captured and shot by
the Turks? Unfortunately, no Red Crdide exists for WalterTink to provide further information on his

death.

Postscript2z  Wal ter Tink’s file contains a copy of his
than those sometimes found in service records. Most wills gave the decedsédesol > s e s t-af-t ¢ t o
kin — usually the father or motherb ut Wal ter s will shows he gave cz¢
family. It reads:

e | a plerleit Thomas Tinkof
60Kamer ukabéd, Raws
aforesaid, Albert Henry Sutton of
Macquarie Street, Dubbaaforesaid,
Executors and Trustees of this my wi
| give and bequeath one hundre
pounds to each of my two nephe
Mervyn Lloyd Robinsonand John
Leonard Lawson Tink son of my
brother Samuel John Tink as the
attain the ageof twentyone years and
one hundred pounds to my niec
Barbara Eileen Tink, daughter of my
brother, the said Samuel John Tink, o
her attaining the age of twentne or
on her marriage, and in the event ¢
any the said beneficiaries dying befo
the date & payment of the aforesaio
legacy to the said beneficiary the sai
gift shall form part of my residuary
estate. | give my gold chain to m
brother Ernest Albert Tink | give,
devise and bequeath all the rest a
residue of my estate, real and persong
to my Trustees upon trust to convert a
such as is not money into money and
hold the said estate upon trust to divid
it equally between my brothers an
sisters, share and share alike, and i
the event of any brother or sister c
mine dying before me leiang issue,
such issue shall take the share of t
parent so dying, if more than one
equally and if only one absolutel
such share to be paid to such issue ¢
his or her attaining the age of twent
one years and in the event of a
brother or sister of mia dying before
me without issue the share or shares of the one or more so dying shall be divided among the survivors and
the issue of those pr edec[vilsecodgd 18€1918,gwo menthe bieforb e f o 1
Walter enlisted- Ed.]

Above: Framed portrait photograph of Walter Rupert Tio&urtesy of the Tink family.
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‘ To THE GLORY oF GOD
WALTER RUPERT TINK

MARCH 27™ 1917
MOTHER, BROTHERS,

[Left: A closer view of thebottom left half of
the window. Note how thetainedglass artist
has produced a good likeness of Waltather
thanjusta generic image of soldier]

Endnotes (1) Walter Tink was educated at
Newington College, Sydney. (2) On the ROH
Circular, his mother give
as 27March, but officially it is the day before.

Note that the stained glass window also gives

the incorrect dte of death. (There is some
confusion in Walter s s e
date of death, which is sometimes given a®26

27 March. However, the official records show

26 March.The confusion may have come from

no-o n e actually witnessin,;
which would strengthen th
of his death. (3) Photos of the window supplied

by member and WalBrianr > s g
Tink. If any member would like colour photos
of the window, email the Editor or ask for a pdf
copy of this issue.( 4 ) Ernest
Gordon, can recall his father wearing the gold
chain (and Walter’s gold
seen them since Ernest passed away. They are
believed to be still in the family. (5) St
Andrew’s Presbyterian
community concern in 2012 when it was put up
for sale by the Uniting Church. The church has
always had strong links to WWI heritage and the
remaining parishioners were worried that the
church would be demolished or converted to an

Ti nk

Chu

unsympathetlc commerci@ndwse Fortunately, a local funeral director purchased the church and adjoining
hall and it is now being used as a funeral and wedding chapel. The Tink window fier shfetime being.

(6) T Dady Liberaf
the winds of Heaven blow swift§,6 e r
brother, Millie and Ernes(7) An

t hat

I nternet

ne ws p2d Marah 194 %arried the followingn Memoriam for Walter May

hal | insededl byshiz tond sistém-law and/ n .
search found the foll ow

entry fromTrooper McRae Archibald Cameron, % LHR, 27 March 1917Poor old Walter Tink was

killed yesterday. He came over with me with th&. 20h ¢

us e of the wor d “killec

KIA rather than takemrisoner after falling asleep.dwever, Cameromas not in the same regimesb is

unlikely to have been an eydgtnesst o

Wa |l t eSpurce:

death

http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/64423/20090%a289/www.lighthorse.org.au/pershist/macameron.html

COUNTRY VICTORIA’S
OWN

NEIL LECKIE

150-YEAR HISTORY OF 87tk BATTALION

OB
o
) m r-nmrcssom

Phone: 02-9542-6771

COUNTRY VI

Unit history of the g"7" Infantry Battalion that started as a Ballarat infantry unit in 1858. The
battalion also had men serving from Mildura, Bendigo, Geelong and smaller towns, as well as
southern NSW areas i covers 150 years to 2008 and includes WWI & WWIL.

[ 380 PAGES ] — Hardback
$39 Retail A $29 FFFAIF Members [Postage free in Australia]

WAR BOOK SHOP
13 Veronica Place, Loftus NSW 2232
Fax: 02-9542-6787

CT OR NeAeckiscd O

Web: www.warbooks.com.au
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“On active service with the A

Private 495 Griffith John Owen, 28" Battalion
Contributed by Mauric€ampbell, DubboReprinted witfOwen familypermission.

When | was absorbed in civilian life, over three years ago, little did | think | should ever have seen what it
has been my lot to witness, nor to have had the many wonderful escapes which was fastga®avhile in
action.

I enlisted when | was 22 years of age at the Perth Drill Hall, on M&kchoa 5, and went into camp
four days later. After three months training | was sent abroad with thBat&lion on June™ 1915, by the
SSAscanius

After three weeks steaming we reached our first-pbdall, which was Port Suez. We remained
aboard four days, and then disembarked, and proceeded by train to our allotted camping place, Abbassia.
From thence we had seven and a half hours train joumeizh provided many interesting sights. We
remained at Abbassia four weeks, during which time we underwent some solid training.

From Abbassia into the Citadel, where we were placed on garrison duty, and remained there for two
weeks.

After this brief peiod we were moved to the famous camp of Heliopolis, but only remained there for
one night, after which we entrained for Alexandria, there to embark for the journey towards Turkish soil. We
arrived at Alexandria after an allght journey; and there embatkéor our frst portof-call, Lemnos Island,
which we reached after 3% days sail. We remained aboard the troopship, Iteen®&S for four day, and
had a welcome rest before we boarded our steamer for the Dardanelles. We were given rations for 48 hours,
and then ordered aboard the small steamers which came alongside our ship, and within 3% hours we were
fronting the heights of Gallipoli.

We disembarked into a punt, which would hold about 50 men packed close together, and then, after
our unpleasant i fr om the steamer to the shores of Galld:i
September 1% 1915.

We were soon moved towards the front line to relieve the New Zealanders and Maoris, who had
been there for some months. On the following day Wewved our tired mates, and were warmly welcomed,
as you may well imagine. What they had of cigarettes and other luxuries they insistently forced upon us.

Our battalion remained on the Peninsula untiléiaacuationand in that arduous and anxious pério
paid a heavy toll for their holding of the line.

When my company went into the line on the first night, | had a marvellous escape from death. We
had only been two hours in the line, where | was placed behind a parapet of sand bags, when suddenly | was
staggered by the force of a bullet against my body. | recovered quickly, and to my surprise did not feel any
pain or observe any blood marks. | had been shot alright, for further search revealed to my astonishment that
a bullet had penetrated my greaiat hrough my equipment, and then into my tunic pocket, inside of which
| had a wallet containing a Testament, and inside that again a little book, in the centre of which the bullet had
lodged.

After that exciting event | fell a victim to the prevailing eiteiever, and had to be removed to
hospital.

When convalescent | was able to thoroughly appreciate the luxury of a wash, a shave, a change of
clothes, after six weeks without any of these aids to comfort.

When | left Gallipoli on the hospital ship, ourst portof-call was Lemnos Island, where there was
a lack of accommodation, and from thence to Malta, where the same condition of affairs obtained. We had
therefore to continue on the voyage to England, at which beloved isle we arrived after sixteeoydggs
landing at Southampton.

There, many of us were taken off and transferred to the University War Hospital, where | remained
for 10 weeks.

From the Southampton Hospital | was transferred to the Crescent Road Military Hospital,
Manchester, and renmegd there for seven weeks in that great industrial centre. Here | visited, in company of
two of my mates, the High Openshaw School, and there we had a very enjoyable afternoon. My next transfer
was to the Sweeping Hill Military Hospital, Stockport, andidgimmy time there | visited the Bon Ton Hat
Factory, which was interesting; also the Preston Clothing Works, which were making the khaki for the
British Army.

After three weeks in Stockport, | was discharged from hospital for mylesasle, which was six
weeks.
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During my leave | visited South Wales, the land of my forefathers, for the double purpose of seeing
the sights and visiting some relatives of mine, who were very pleased to see me, as | was their first cousin
from Australia.

| also visited my reli@ves in North Wales, and was subsequently taken over the historic Carnarvon
Castle and the home of the Hon. Lloyd George, in Criccieth, which is a beautiful home, standing in lovely
grounds.

At the expiry of my leave | was sent back into camp at SalysBlain for training, preparatory to
going to France, and after two months of this | was shipped across the Channel to join my battalion, which
was atthe time fighting on the Sommednt. After returning | saw quite a number of new faces and also
some ofl mates, but not half the number that left the West with me, as the battalion had been badly cut about
in different engagements.

| had not been back more than nine months before | receiv|
piece of shell in the right eyfat Lagnicourti Ed]. | was the sent to
hospital in Rouen, France, where | remained for two weeks. Was
shipped across to Blighty, and found myself in the Southern Ge
Hospital, Ki n g’ s Right: ahelphoto BfiGriffith
Owen shows him wearing an eye patch.]

After four months treatment there | was sent to Secg
Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Southall, where | remained for a mon
after which | was transferred to the First Australian Auxiliary Hospi
in Harefield.

After two more months at Harefield | was grahteirlough,
and again visited South Wales on my final visit before sailing
home.

When my leave was finished, | was transferred to a camj
Portland called the Verne Citadel, and there | remained for one m
before | was shipped for Australia.

We ommenced the homeward voyage on Februafy 1618,
calling at Sierra Leone en voyage, and remaining there for eight o
thence to Cape Town, where we remained five days.

Homeward bound once more, we arrived at Fremantle on Ahril®18.

During my travels | visited the following cities and towns: Manchester, Birmingham, London,
Southampton, Woolwich, Stockport, Southall, Swansea (South Wales), Pwhelli, Carnarvon (North Wales),
Harefield, Weymouth, Windsor, Slough, Portland, and also the WindsdeGalsere Princess Alice regaled
us with afternoon tea.

PoemarrcowEscape of Private Owen’
who, while exchanging shots with the enemy on 14" September, 1915,
had a bullet turned by a pocket Testament.

|l 6ve often heard knowBiolsdvee has at
A soldier when in battle from a swift and early grave;

What doubts | had regarding same have now been set at rest,

On beholding how a Testameniday withstood the test,

And stopped a deadly bullet from causing death to one.

Those who heaabout it scarcely comprehend how it was done;

But the fact is undisputdédthe Testament will show

A bullet which would otherwise e Ofi
Young Owe n"9i aednsciéntionsdlad,2 8

Who leads a clean and righteous life, stoogimgothing bad

Was on duty in the trenches, attending to his work,

As ordered by his officers, fighting the wily Turk,

When suddenly a blow received gave him an ugly start,

And nearly knocked himdowrt 6 was i n the regio : |t

He coul dnot under stand it but rr—cTose—r insoecti o
A more wonderful escape than his had seldom been seen before. Above: Griffit h O we n, Which heu r

was wearing at the
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An elongated bullet from a Turkish rifle shot,

By the barest shave hathged its course right on the vital spot
You may see it in the centre of that tiny little book,

And anyone who doubts it, let him come and have ailook

T h e meawhys pleased to show the book that saved his life.
Let us hope his luck continugsough this present cruel strife;

But if he should receive a call from Him, our Lord of All,

As a Christian he has lived, as a soldier he will fall.

Far away in East Fremantle, a mother learns with joy

That his early childhood teaching has been ugefhier boy,

And prays for his salvation, a swift and safe retiurn

When hisshipis sailing homeward, her heart will cease to yearn
Whilst father tells his friends about theings of his son.
Hoping that peace wil/l bring
Sisters and brothers likewise are proud of the ol khve.

And pleased to learn his faith is still centred in Him above.

Above: The bullet hole in the tunic pocket is

. t 6r
arrowed A miraculousescape!

The poem was ritten in the trenches byrivate E St lves Bilston  * C°  C o"BattalionyTo furthe

confirm the truth of the tald,ieutenant GAF Smith wrote: | saw the bullet which stuck in the Bhbhich

was carried by Private GJ Owen, No. 495. Private Owen is one of my lads of Rd. 2t oon, 6 C6 Cc
28" Battalion.

wion ILCORINTHIANS HMpreratlil ool GALATIANS 1. i auzi Left: Private  Griffith

an angel from heaven, | mine own Dition Owen’ s Bible w1
which we n‘)mchim W
" ~ 3 oae o . . .
od Wl POW 1 in situ. Photos of tunic and
separated
, | Holy Ghost, be with
of one mind, live in | The second epistle to than tha
with you.

, be.
@ reach any othe goe- | ing more exCedingiy H i
D miaygo t that | zexlousol the ruigey | Turkish Mauser bullet still
the love of God, and HOAS we said.Rfbn
b s v L 9 As we sal T/ i
| y A Bible courtesy of Ray
{::e:x ell. l!k x[wr:ect, you all. Amen. s:,l,;rm:‘-p:{ O
of good comfort, be s 3 4 wen.
peace; and the God of | SOr : edie .
love and peace shall be | ia, by T} 1
Lucas.

THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE AP(5S%
TO THE

GALATTA

Endnotes. (1) Griffith John Owen published his memoirs in 1918. Thamphlet was 4
reprinted in 1992 bygrandsonsGeoff and Ray Owein a limited run of 200 copies
(Maurice has copy number 174). Thanks to Geoff and Ray for permissiorrittt iep
DIGGER (2) Griffith married Sarah Jones on 15/11/(3. Gr i f f i Ptk 96%
Will iam Ernest Owen, served in thel4" Battalionas a headquartérsignaller and in
the Postal Corp$ollowing the Armistice [Right: William Owen. Rot o fr o
Fighting Sons of the Emp {4y The poetRrivate 398c | £&
Euliseus St Ives Bilstonenlisted on 7/1/15 and RTA 24/6/fghellshock/senility] The |
AWM has twomore of his poems in their collectiot: he f i r st toi,t
written prior to departure from Australithe second written ataBipoli after a fruitless |
search of the Loneie battlefield for the ddy of his nephewPrivate 1125 Charles
Chetwynd Currie of the 7" Battalion. (4) Captain Gordon Arthur Friend Smith
returned to Australia in 1918le served also in the 4 Battalion, 15" Battalin and the
4" Training Battalion in the UK.
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Narrative by 2716 Corporal Len Jones, 3" Battalion AlF, Part 4
Transcribed and contributed by Phillip Manne#t Andrewsand Christine Dessertaine.
In Part 4, Len Jones describes the hell of Pozierdslly 1916 Note: containsgraphic descriptions.

Our job was to keep up with Don [ ° D’ ] Coy and 111
Don Coy split into two, so we diour best to tail on behind Captditarris[Captain John Redford Oberlin
Harris].

Of course, the Hun knew that an attack on Pozieres could be expected any day, but this 12:30 a.m.
attack instead of dawn caught him a bitthehunt he h
soon woke up. A salvo dropped just lmehwe two sigs and somehow | felt the line had gone already. There
was only one thing to do; go back and mend it. So back we went and in the gloom we worked round in
circles to find the two ends. The HuwosggOREwdsarrag
ni ghtmare of exploding 5. 9s. Choked by fumes, st
intensity of fire was terrific, but we had to find those wires and we did, and squatting in a very recently made
shell hole we somehobared the joints and made good.

We were in a desperate hurry so as to not to lose Don Coy altogether, so we plunged forward
through the barrage and found ourselves in a quiet zone. Away in front was a mass of fire andflame
objective. About anothiel00 yards a bullet whistled just over uMac’ [Cpl 294 Alexander Sawers
McKenzie,Cde@yel l ed, “By Cripes, that’s one of ours!?”
yelled out and we suddenly found ourselves on a crowd of Digfgaieg ourway. All was confusion.

There was an officer on the ground shot through the stomach, NCOs excitedly arguing, and about 30 men
trying to deepen a shallow trench. They wefeB8igade chaps. We told them who we were and that they
were facing the wrong wagnd on the wrong track, but nothing would do but that they had reached their line
and were doing right. Mac realised the situation was fraught with possibly very dangerous consequences.
These chaps might do untold damage. We tried ringing up on our lwarto HQ but the line was cut.

Probably cut into mincemeat. He said: “aRchandingdHQ mu
over the phone he told me to push on and make contact and that he would bring up another reel. Off he went.
Well, Itriedt o argue with these chaps, all to no avail.

come along and join with somebody, somewhere. No, they were right and | was mad, so away | staggered
with rifle, equipment, phone, lamp and reel.

In front was a furious, almost incredible, Hell. | felt very lonely and horribly frightened. | was going
straight for an inferno of fire. The Hun had shortened range and shells were crashing into Pozieres. Bricks,
plaster, trees were going up in the air, and ékerlot hung a pall of dust coloured by the burning timber.
Machine guns were going hell for leather, and bullets whistled round like angry bees. One struck the reel and
bent it up jamming my hand on the handle. | dumped the reel, now useless anywaye@rahd dropped
into a trench manned by Diggers working like demons deepening a trédtfdlion men. Goodo. | found
an officer, a cool calm individual who quietly sat down and listened to my tale, wrote it down then told me to
hop in and stay till tould find the 3.

There vere some Hun guns just in front knocked dkigh by our shells but some gunners were
sniping us, so half a dozen of us suddenly rushed forward and got them. Only two, dlutkvem like
sticking a knife into cheese. Cripes d oesn’t a bayonet go in easily.
routed around quickly and got back into the trench.

Shelling eased off, but MG fire kept going. Our shells were passing the back of the village,
screaming over head in salvoes. Damas breaking and what a queer sight. We were right on the edge of a
onetime fairly large village, now in shambles. Planes were up but it seemed unearthly quiet. Surely the night
was a horrible dream. Goodonowi. It t 1 ¢ we knew. I Heerioand picked yp my toddf i ¢ e
and along the top set off to find Don Coy. Everywhere were men digging in and consolidgdiod work.
Eventually | found Cajgtin Harris and reported. He was urging the men on to deepen the trench, assuring
them thatthe Hunwould shell and counteattack. Every man except those engaging snipers and on watch
was to dig. Bombs, SAA, flares etanade as safeas possible. | hopped in and got busy. There was
considerable sniping. We were near the main road to Bapaume.

Therecamg he drone of a pla-RERTI ynnMMotiteoew amddhi hek
hearingCag@inHar ri s singing out, “Where i1is that signall
strafed for leaving him, and was requested to make contactthétiplane and ask for more SAA. So,
holding the sig. lamp to my forehead | followed him round and got Harry MitcRéd 743 Henry
Mitchell],a Coy S i g-R CGR % ous addncall orf Gallip[oli]. He could see something but evidently
coul dn tup prpperty.kTheie was only one thing to-dget out in the open. CallaghaRtg¢ 1716
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Alfred Callaghan], the Lewisgunner, saw what | was going to do, so hopped out in front into a shell hole

and made it his business to engage the snipeesplane kepan altitude of about 8@nd flew round in a

circle. There was a deafening-tat of hostilemachine gunsat him, mostly from the rear of the village.

Harry Mitch [Mitchellk e pt on -RERINNX’ “ Cammuni tion required)
kneeling down, too concentrated to duck bullets w
yelling to Harry to s eRGR sNN wikeddl’coraéaily) framithe planey and affe a r d
he went, waving his hand, and 1 d‘Cal[Callagvanjsaidke a ny
had a good possy and was staying there.

In turn, we had some ° Anzac s ’llinggradually indrdasing, Th e
mostly 5.9s and | was hoping to see Mac come along with wire. We had a strong position now with Fritz
searching all the place and our guns firing way b
the Battalion H@somewhere on the right and slightly rear. (Mac, | learnt afterwards, had started out to me
and had been hit 1in t hRte980cEsnkst Whittakei alsohhadabpem it in theWh i t
eyes.) Off | went across the top. Shelling was now muchevarsl there seemed a lot of stuff dropping
where | was making for. Now and again | pegd into a shell hole and kept low. No one seemed to know
where HQ was. With salvoes dropping all round me
Colonéd Price [Lieutenant Colonel Owen Glendower HowelPrice] with Colonel Heane Ljieutenant
Colonel James Hearlg 1° Battalion.

Shelling was hot, and sensing one salvo would surely drop, we fell flat, me full length. It just went
over the top. The earth hesd and shook and clods fell on us. Feeling something warm under me | found |
was lying on the naked remains of our s ge ant , St v2cwilliand AubreysOatéd. There was

only the trunk left with the ° Ctooeagndis backAAloggthes ° ,
trench was an arm holding a D3 phone. This was hi
war Jonny, July 23, 1916° ful filled. The most r € n

of this? | thoght | would soon follow too.

The olonel [HowellPrice] told me‘Huggy [Private 732 George Hugmah and CochraneHte
3047 Athol Brien Cochrang were in the rear, trying to get wire to link with Brigade. Actually, they went
miles foritbutasfarasthe t ried to run it it was cut up. Th e
Chapman l[ieut 1311 Henry Stanley Chapmaih Clarrie Page [/Cpl 1166 Clarence Garfield Page
MM] , ¢ [Pte 8182 Frank Hessell Pickerinpand Clark Pte 3048 Rupert Clar were Buckley
[probablyPte 1098 Alec Thomas, alias William Buckldywas wounded. | found the wire, got through and
reported OK. Tried again, silence. Actually the whole four were killed at once.

It was now shelling like mad. Pozieres was one upheaval of houses
and dust. | believed thfdgeen]from Brigade it was one huge cloud of smoke,
dust and exploding shells. Tke 1 onel > s gr oRter010Jaohrt k Be
James Berny and myself dug into thedmk, making an egghaped possy.

The colonel went off, telling me to stay and sit tight and take any messages

that came by runner. The noise was terrifying. One shell hit the parapet; my

tin hat was smashed over my nose. The now useless phone betweeast my fe
was neatly cut in two. My rifle propped up was bent double, and men were
screaming and running about; one man running round and round with blood
coming from his nose and mouth. There seemed to be millions of stars and
hammers in my head, and dimly | héalLieutenant Howie lieut 2444

Clarence Malcolm Howig come rushing along yell.:
right!” Automatically I grabbed my ¢
seemed to clear me, so | jumped up, grabbed another rifle and tore after
Howie. [Left: Captain Clarence Howie. Sourc&andwick to Hargicoutt

Eric Wren.]

But t he attack didn’t cC ome of f, f
Price. He told me to work in with a mob on our left and to tell all hands to
conserve their strength, not to trgdadig trenches, but to make shell holes as strong as possible and not to
bunch together, try to rest if possible and to watch the front in turn. | got in with four chaps near a sap with a
big fallen tree across a shell hole. We made a good possy, butranr t of sand bags. The
put. It was all crumbly, having been continually blown to dust. We were now under a constant stream of HE
from the front and half right. We could tell that it was coming fronoreglway back, probably Bapaume
Ridge. Nearly all 59 bl wi t zer and atumpmes A8%rentl&wWdrd@: -that .
UUMMP’ . We cursed our gunners for mnot getting on

CAPTAIN C. HOWIE,
M.C.
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the air for not spotting better. Actually, owrrgs were going like Hell, and what a mass there was in Sausage
Gully, but we couldn’t hear t hem. Small parties
village. Themmwetal *noamd, of course, looking the

Night cane on with a little relief from shelling. We tried to get some sort of rest but continually we
climbed across to similar possies, bandaging up wounded men and digging others out, and in this manner a
man somehow wandered far from his own possy. One ctapdmber quite well. Struck somewhere in the
neck, he bled like hell. It seemed an awful thing, trying to stop the flow. | did my best but he died in my
arms. Somehow the earth seemed to soak everything up. | was a gruesome sight: bloody, dirty strides and
puttees torn and hanging.

Morning came but no relief from the hurricane of shells. The air was thick and choking. Several
times we had alarms of attack but nothing seemed
battalion was being slowly denated. Our possy had several narrow escapes from direct hits, for all along
the line, similar positions were simply being blown $kgh with their occupants. We scraped around after
water bottles and tucker but dandlached for home definibewetidn. 1 u c
Somethingto take our mindsfafhi ngs a bit. Weren’t we going to ad
It would certainly only be a matter of time and up we would go. He hit Pozieres with everything he had. Men
were looking glazed. Some were going silly. We crouched in our shell hole like rats. Wounded and dying
were all over the place. Screams and unearthly yells of unconscious men filled the air. The day wore on.

Another night of horror. Men crawling around ggianywhere or somewhere. We made our possy
stronger, and kept watch in turns. Helping wounded, digging men out. We called up every atom of reserve in
our bodies, working like maniacs to get men out of buried positions.

Early in the morning of Tuesday, opossy got the inevitable. We were near a sap. One shell hit just
bet ween the sap and us, blowing one of the five’
don’t recall much of it but s e e me dingtomthebchest.d mustn g a
have been blown into the sap and wandered about dazed for some time, for the next | remember | was sitting
down in a strange place picking the entrails of a mamgfputtees. There | was, just like picking bfts of
strawasw wused to do in the billets, only it was a 7
slime.

| staggered along and picked up a rifle and some gear. | was now in some sort of a communication
trench, all blown in with bits of men hanging onDixies. | found a tin of milk, swigged it, but fetched it all
up. Those TNT fumes played the devil inside a man.

Ther e didn’t seem to g i , b ut
presently | came across a small party of good chaps. Tk e
was Sergeant MESM378 Colit ddwson %
Smith], Corporal‘Hughi€ Robb[L/Sgt 2900 Hugh Douglas |
Robb], and about 30 more in a sap. Col Smith had evider
gathered them together and was making plans to forrf
stronger point. Shelling was easier here, but still bad eno
| felt all in and sat down. A salvo came over and a huge p
of earth landed fair on my stomach, winding me. Two m
were hit, one having the side of his face taken off and |
screaming away. Hight: CSM Colin Smith, a hero of |
Pozieres. Courtesy Maurice Canafitzollection]

Captain Price of the *1Battalion [Captain Philip
Llewellyn Howell-Price] came along and cursed us fc
staying here and wanted us to get into the village be
blown to bits. | remember he had a bandage round his
and revolver in &nd. Col Smith had a better ideawe =
would, one by one, advance through the village and dig if
possible. We might thus miss some shelling and yet hol
good possy. 3

We made our way in singfde along the sap to the:
edge of the village, passing myidopossy. | recall the
smashed tree and the dead cobbers in the-hallekilled by F=
that shell- then one by one we jumped and ran along a fairly
wide road. | was about the third and the two in front were fired on but escaped. Through the village | ran,
heard the c¢crack of a rifle and a bullet sizzle ac
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bearded Hun, hatless, in a shallow trench near the road, with a rifle lying on a mound in front, near a fallen
tree. | saw real red and chargedhim t he point in a flash. I couldn’:
up one arm which was smashed, but | tumbled up on my knees and bringing over the butt and sliding my
hands down the barrel, like using an axe, | smashed his head in against tiédreeghts on my gun
lacerated my fingers, but on | went, joining some of the crowd in a trench against a high bank.

We were now on t h’e [oPtohzeire rseisd]le aonfd ‘oPno stshye 1 e ft
of the road. It wasn’t too good here, for the Hu
onto the bank, breaking it in, buryi nughamPied263Ri | 1 i 1
Harry Maughan] untouched, but yelling for St Patrick and numerous sdintdar ry wasEJGo60i o t
Then someone spotted a shallow trench running at right angles on the other side of the road. We would nick
across and risk the hail of Mullets along the road. A sergeant went first and as | jumped up to follow, the
mad cow levelled his rifle at me and threatened to shoot. The mob behind were yelling at me not to squib it,
but Sergeant Smith saw the antics of the chap opposite and elled, o p t hat ri fl el ” anc
went and booted his bagikle and pulled him along the narrow trench to make room for the mob.

All got over. The trench was only waist high and short. Hughie Robb got up our end and Col Smith
the other. Hurriedlywe dug deeper. There were scores of dead Huns, evidently caught by our shells whilst
digging this trench. We had a splendid field of fire and overlooked the valley into Martinpuich and
Courcelette. We were rather crowded but worked like tigers with HurveshdNo bombs and no Lewis
guns.

It didn’t take long for the enemy artiller ymen
miss a target. (Only oncewhen the attack on Bullecourt was called off and th@&rdgade had to get back
in droves to their trenches, and he made up for that later). He duly registered, gave us a few more, then a
party of Huns debouched about 100 yards away and came on. We gave it to them hot and strong and they
broke. We soon had a good trench but no fire stepamd bags. So he shelled some more. (The enemy at
Pozieres mystified me but | learnt later that our barrage broke up many of his attempts, and also that a
German colonel lost his job through messing things up. Never thooghtvere guilty of that.) He hh
another go to attack but only hd&léarted and we did some good shooting. M@ to. If he had got close
with bombs, it would have beégood night nurse

More shelling- several hits and our ranks were thinningnly about 15 now. We thought we were
about the last of the Third. He put three big “du
buried. I managed t o winatigestified] mowing undenthe tdp, practically fevielr o wn
with the top of the ground the tench was filled in. | set to work with a Hun spade, lying flat and working
the spade down till | found the end of his feghere was now an MG spraying the trench and | managed to
lever Brownie out backwards. He was okay so we scraped for the otheutweelp were dead and a lot of
clothing blown off them. Things were looking pretty rotten. If the Hun came again there were only ten men
left. Brownie said, “Oh well, we elihgpiettygldomy kwas 1 1 t
alright doing something but reaction set in when we spelled, as we had to, from sheer exhaustion. We were
pastsleepandtuckerwh i ¢ h  we h a d hadadrog af water ifb aurtbottbes. i 1 1

Col Smith called for a volunteer to take a message to Prf
[probably LieutenanColonel HowellPrice] if possible. | took the job
on, if only to move about. Just as | was about to go, behold Cap
[Philip Llewellyn] Price again stalked up. Well, we helped him sket
the possy, take bearings etc., and he wenfldfings were quieter now.
[Right: Captain Philip HowelPrice. AWM P00267.004.]

Late afternoon | told Brownie | had a queer feeling that v
would be relieved soon and before night. He called me a-gualiefs
don’t take pl ace right The Heads wehe wise ang
sent up relief about 4 p.m. so as the new treop¥' Division — could
find us. I don’ t —Irkaowm ¢heytckeeredwshup by
telling us that Fritz was shelling the back area now like hell. Our gt
had lengbened and giving the distant ridge a bad time. It was one cl¢
of dense white smoke and we could hear our big chaps whistling ove

droves. But a fearful l ot of t] duds
a chat. Showed the new mob their front. ColtShai y e 1 1 e d : J

men (about eight of us) pass out and make their way out to the rear __LL__;

find shelt AR’ ntewtr dbauor’ t° Rhang a poo;_feﬂ;clu’:} “dr aw
crabs’”
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We got, believe me. Di d a s ing out. Rlehtyofitroapd abaut; < 1 o p
Pioneers working like maniacs on the communication trench, incidentally finding many ration parties still
carrying their loads meant for us buried and blown about. Back we went. Found the regimental aid post and
up to the right into someegp trenches, just as some 5.9s came over and blew up some of the wounded lying
on stretchers. Wean, Brownie and |, although | was carrying a petrol tin of water and Brownie a sand bag
of tucker. We dropped into a trench. The water had been put intim tiwth remains of petrol in it and we
were violently sick. Got some more and tore into crumbed bread with condensed milk spread on. Then some
Maconochie (bless him) and | think we slept where we lay.

Bits of the Third dribbled in during the nightamda 1 ke d on wus, but we were
have moved for a stearoller. Early morning we found we were all surprised to see other Third men. | think
each little party reckoned they were the only survivors. About 100 moved out and back, beinggained
and again by s nRrivate 27p&HenryiNeika.n d° P olPrivage’y > L L
2717 Arthur Lyndon Knowles] came from Brigade. The Padmi¢ton Clemence ’
Wilson] came up and | could see him trying to count us, his Third Battalion.

What a sight wanust have looked. More men joined us but we must hg
looked a pitiful few. Sergeant Smit
later on became RSM thefflLi e ut enant, and was kil
one of those silly little straighteniftheline stunts: the sort of thing Fritz was tog
sensible to do. Brownie survived and at our reunions in Sydney, when he gets
full, he comes and shakes my hand about every minute and reckons | saved h
He saved my morale at a critical time witltadoubt. The old Padre shook as mar
of us by the hand as he could with his eyes roaming for faces he would not see
—~here. He 1l ooked as 1if he had also |
much on our way out to the rear of Albert wieve billeted. Cleaned ourselves up o, CCBAPLAIN
bit and had a good feedt her e was whips of “‘scram —Tor The T1oO0
strength. Above right: Chaplain Bicton Wilson. SourceRandwick to Hargicoutt Eric Wren.]

Somehow we didn’t say much to each other. Por
Huggy and Cochrane had spent a lot of valuable time gmingvire and trying to link up HQL/Cpl
Kirkwood [Lance Corporal 1549 Albert Kirkwood] joined us up, hang been under a minor operation.
Lieutenant Chapman€ft: AWM H12682] had been his cobber from Lithgow
and he missed him. Nobody seemed to sleep well that night. A man would think
he was the only one awake, but found the others the same. The gung #egt u
rumble and angry mutter, with now and then one from Fritz into Albert. Next day
we marched out through Warloy, full of troops due for their stint in the furnace.

Up along the sunken road, swinging alon@nd the 3 could march. Colonel

ahead, the a handful of us sigs, then the companies like platoons. All our
company commanders had gone and the RSM (Moriisd9 RSM George

Alfred Morris MC ], the first warrant officer in the A to get the NC. No

sergeant majorbut Col Smih. The men, for all #ir nighs spell, looked gaunt

and glazed. We marched like automatons. A kilted Jock stood on the bank.
“Where have you been, chums ?” Someone
turned and yelled: “Hi , come and see t
came from all directions: Jocks, Tommies, Aussié'éIZQMsion | think) and we

marched through them. | noticed one thing. It was the usual thing when a battalion passed through others to
give a bit of backchhagzanewbombwaiians g f“Budiupcto yoils pesk,up Fr i t
theretcetddhe onlookers did start a bit about t he
very silent, as 1if they sens e dbagpipaselthinkwegllfeltdre J oc
when we swung into the opening rolling Picardy.

lowni e
ctere

To be continued in the next issue.

Vi ctori an We€seanch project s
New membefTim Reynolds is commencinga project looking at Victoria Cross winners who are buried in
Victoria, particularly from the angle of the trials and tribulations they endured once they returndteiiom
war. If you are family, a friend, or you just know some interesting stories dhesgbrave menTim would
love to hear from yowPlease contadim attimofporirua@yahoo.com.auor via the Editor.
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ETCHED IN STONE

(Edited by Russell Curley with additional detail sourced from CWGC b dirkery.)
This is the fortyfirst in a series of extracts, from John LaffisWefNill Remember TheimAlF Epitaphs of

Worl d Wawhil®oeh will appear in successive issues of
T‘ The fifth episode on the themew’ ABri e
‘ Place names in bold type are cemetery names ‘

THERE®S A LI NK DEATH C PteF.C.Charter, 2Bn, 223-18 (23)
SWEET REMEMBRANCE LIVES FOREVER Berks Cemetery ExtensionBelgium

A WORTHY SON Lt K. C. Radford, Field Arty, #-18 (28)
A LOVING BROTHER Heilly Station, France
A GALLANT SOLDIER

A PERFECT MAN

PEACE BE WITH THE FALLEN BRAVE Pte C. O. Fancelli, 27Bn, 511-16 (24)
HONOUR CROWN AIF Burial Ground , France
THEIR LONELY GRAVE
OUR DEAR BERT Pte H. L. Hughes, %8Bn, 27-3-18 (26)
St PolBritish Cemetery, France
REST AFTER TOIL Lt O. G. Lewis, 3 Sqn AFC, 12-18
PORT AFTER STORMY SEAS Vignacourt, France
HE GIVETH HIS BELOVED SLEEP Pte D. F. Mansfield, 7Bn, 1010-17
Ypres Reservoir, Belgium
LIFE FOR LOVE Bmdr L. F. FaulderField Arty, 294-17 (22)
R.1.P. Beaumetz CrossroadsFrance
BELOVED BY ALL WHO KNEW HIM Pte A. Mills, 11" Bn, 246-18 (33)
HE LIVED AND DIED A MAN Borre British Cemetery, Frane
AT REST
ONE BELOVED Pte E. L. Norman, 30Bn, 24-17 (25)
Noreuil Australian, France
MY BELOVED HUSBAND L/Cpl J. Lofthouse, 29Bn, 233-17
DEEDS NOT WORDS Beaumetz CrossroadsFrance
BORN MUDGEE, AUSTRALIA Pte S. Morrison, r?,Bn, 226-18 (23)
Outtersteene Communal Cemetery ExtnBelgium
BEAUTIFULLY SLEEPING PteJ. M. Gregory,57 Bn, 154-18
Etaples Cemetery France
GO FORWARD Gnr W. H. Brown, Field Arty, 2@1-18 (19)
M®r i court | 6 Abb® Comm
France
HIS LAST POST Pte V. Kay, 48 Bn, 54-18
M®r i court | 6 Abb® Comm
France
REST DEAR WALLY Pte W. G. Kidd, B Pnr Bn, 309-17 (23)
IN PEACEFUL SLEEP White House, Belgium
WHILE HE LIES IN SILENT SLEEP Pte J. C. Black, 2%Bn, 126-18 (24)
HIS MEMORY WE WILL ALWAYS KEEP Vignacourt, France
HIS LIFE FOR ONES HE LOVED Pte C. RQuelch, MG Corps, 18-18 (23)
Roisel Communal Cemetery Extn France
LOVE AND REMEMBRANCE Sgt A. Y.E. Turner MM, M-G Corps, 39-18 (24)
OUTLAST ALL Herbécourt, France

Continued next issue.
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Captain Charles William Snook, RFC

Andrew PittawayFremantle.

Charles Snookwas born in North Fremantle in 1891. He spent his early years in the Fremantle area until he
moved with his mother to Sydney, where he completed his schooling. In 1914 Snook unsuccessfully applied
for a position of pilot at Poinfook, and although he missed out on a spot, he kept up his love of flying. In
1915 he departed for England, where he joined the Royal Flying Corps. Snook was posted to No. 5 Squadron
as an instructor and stayed in England in this role until March 1916) Wwkesquadron was posted to the
Western Front. He soon rose from the rank of lieutenant to captain and by August had carried out many
missions.

On August 2, Snook and another pilot took off on a long flight to bomb the Gezmppelin shed
nearBrussels. Both planes completed the long journey and had dropped their bombs successfully, but on the
return journey, shrapnel fired at the aeroplanes
damage tahe propeller caused the plateshake tremendously, with the result that he had to reduce his
engine power, which subsequently slowed the plane.

With the other plane now far ahead of hi m, Sn
Fokkers. They t ook a dwplane anddired sevéral Bunsis into it.sThough Snopkl e
managed to duck and weave, there was only going to be one result, and his engine soon received a direct hit.
With the Germans coming in for the kill, Snook still managed to weave around, spirallimgveloyg as he
kept manoeuvring out of the path of the German bullets.

Fortunately, as he neared the ground he spied a flat grassy field and was able to land his heavily
damaged plane. The bad news was that this field was some distance behind the Gesmdpdimlanding,

Snook torched his plane and documents that might have been of use to the Germans.

One of his German adversaries landed in the same field and chatted to Snook while German soldiers
stationed nearby quickly arrived to take him prisoi®mook was to be a prisoner until mid 1918 when he
was repatriated to England through Holland.

Postwar, Snook took up flying again
in Melbourne, Sydney, then Perth, where |
joined Western Air Services. Through th
1920s and 30s, Snook continued with h
work in the WA aviation industry and in
WWII set up the Air Training Corps and ros
to the rank of wing commander. He died i
1948.

[Right: The main building at @ughal lager

(prisoner of warcamp) Germany that was a | @S c
hotel before the war. Standing in th 2!5"!! ﬁ;'r

foreground is Captain Charles William

Snook Royal Flying Corps, from North

Fremantle, Western Australia AWM #5 v
Negative number A01713.] T e

—_m.l {4
\

DIGGER QuizNo0.42:'Campbel | ' s '<ThaHRirst Eongrgent’ sonvoy
Maurice has been reading up on the First Convoy t
He wonders if Australia could replicate this fediogisticstoday.

. Where did the convoy carrying the First Contingent assemble?

. Whatwas theexpectediestination for the convoy?

. By what date were the ships all expected to assemble?

. How many men and horssailed inthe First Contingent?

. How many of the convoy were transport ships?

. What ships formed the escort for the corvoy

. Which ship carried the Australian Headquarters Staff?

. How were the escort vessels positioned around the convoy?

. When did the convoy finally leave tii¢A harbour?

0. Why was the First Congient directed to disembark at Alexandria in Egypt?

P OOoOO~NOUIh, WNPE
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Answers to DIGGER Quiz No. 42

1. King George’s Sound, Albany, on the southwest coast of WA
2. The convoy wasriginally expected to sail to the Ugon 21 September) where the men would be trained prior to fighting on the
Western Front

3. 28 October 1914.

4.21529menand7882hor§eS our ce: ‘ Po st a.INotdl Bearn recordsthe nuRlier oEharses gs 7 843.]

5. 28 Australian Transpog&hipsplus 10 New Zealand Transpart

6. Escort consisted of: HM8linotaur (armoured cruiser, 14 600 tonshetJapanese battle cruistyuki (14 600 tons); HMAS
Melbourne(light cruiser 5 400 tons); HMASydney(light cruiser 5 400 tons)he Minotaur left the convoy on 8 November and
Melbournetook her place.

7. A3 SSOrvietoof 12 13 tons.

8. TheMinotaurwas 5 miles (8km) in advance of the convoy, which followed in three lines ab8salsteywas on the leftjbuki on

the right andMelbournefive miles astern.

9.1 November 1914.

10. Turkey had declared war on the Allies on 31 October 1914 and the War\@ffited the Australians and NZers to help defend
the Suez Canal from Turkish attack. Also, it was thought inadvisable to bring the troops from the southern hemisprereryo Sali
Plain in an English wintewith a lack of suiable accommodation.

Strange Coincidence

April 6, 1917, had been a strenuous day in th® Basualty Clearing Station on the Poperinghe rodtbunded

soldiers had been pouring in all day. A request went around for a volunteer from among the nursing staff for a blood
transfusion foa poor fellow lying almost at the door of death.

Feeling that | should get a rest from the horrors around me, | volunteered. A test was taken of my blood, and | was
chosen. After the transfusion | had 24 hours rest, and when | resumed my duties | Wggheldoctor that the man to

whom | had given my blood wished to see me. | made my way to his side, and when | saw his face | promptly fainted
across the bed.

He was my own brother, who had been repor fdivedoday.ki Il 1 ed
“Spr i pPgrtho k’

Snippet from &6A I RIcdRBIEIR S WddterA Radl @Perti)c onduct e dCobm , A Nvchri ¢ h
published brief accounts drreminiscences from eservicenen. Thursday, 22 December1932. Contributed by Heather
(Frev) Ford, Montrose[According to the CWGC the $4CCS was at La Chapellette, Peronne, France fromJalyr

1917 which casts some doubt on the reliability of the story
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