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Trench talk
Graeme Hosken.

This issue

DIGGERA47 contains a huge number of articles on a wideety of topics. The memoirs of Eric Churches
concludesn this issuewhile Len Jones is getting closer to the endhisfwar. The majority of fillershave

been taken f3entinedt hpuldlSiasxloeabpskipsaxanondthe twhyehomk in 1919.

Thanks to all contributors for their continued suppoEBGER (Subs are now due foroatmembers.)

Welcome to new members

Rod CarpenteBob Lamond Har ol d OO6Keef e, E me r and Susan Pongoef e ssor .
Digital copies of DIGGER

A number of members have taken up the option of receDIGGERDby email as a PDF file which they

can view on their computer or tablet. Some receive only the electronic copy while others are sent both the
paper and the digital copy. If you would like receiveDIGGER electronically (with some colour images),

contact the Editor [see bottom of pdge detailg.

Members can now download all the back issudsIGFGERfrom our website usintheme mber 6 s passv
Now that is a lot of reading!

Updates on relocation of the Miranda war memorial

1. A time capsule was discovered buried under the Miravatanemorial while it was being dismantled and

shifted to a nearby park. The time capsule was made from a WWI artillery shell, soldered shut. It was buried
with two tobacco pouches and Zig Zag cigarette papers. The rumour that the concrete statue of a Digger
(once on the top of the statue) was buried inside the memorial was put to rest when no statue was found.
[Source: O6The Leaderd, 13/ 3/ 14.]

2. The time capde discovered buried under the Miranda war memorial has been opened and found to
contain a 1967 copy of O0The Sydney Mowhichfeamredhe r al c
photograph of a crane rebuilding the war memorial when it was movednival Avenue. There was also a
copy of Mi randa RSL Clubdés annual report for t
placelli nsi de the relocated memorial. [ Source: O6The
One hundred years on

DIGGERwould like to featue articles over the next four years that reflect the events of 100 years prior. For
example, the September 2014 issue will carry a major article by Tony Cunneen on the events in Sydney in
August 1914. In a similar vein, if a member wishe contribute ararticle on the establishment of the AlF,

the sailing of the First Contingent or their arrival in Egypt in 1914, it could be run in the September or
December 2014 issues. Next yeards issues could fe
2018. An opportunity like this comes along only once every one hundred years!

Identifying Diggers

A glance at thdIGGERindexes (currently available for Issues 1 tofebin the websitgreveals thenany
hundred=f AIF servicemen and women who have be®mntioned in articles. Efforts are made to establish
each per s oni@gmerntall mumkei ang unibty acknowledge their service and honour their
memory. If contributors can search and includénese details in their articlesviill save some time for the

Editor and IndexefThe nominal roll, embarkation roll, ROH or their NAA service record wiltatrythese

details! f you cannot fi nd {1 theEdiiomnillstili emdedvouotodosod ondt worr

ha:
L

Copyright ©DIGGER?2014. Al material inDIGGERIs copyright.[Note: Opinions expressedy authors in this magazine are not necessarily those of the FFFAIF
Subject to the fair dealing provisions of the Copyright Act 1968, reproduction in any form is not permitted withoutperitiession of the Editor or Author/BIGGER

is published four times per year and is available to members only. Images from the AWM are downloaded with kind perrtiiesieSadés unit. Contributions of
possible articles and illustrative material RIGGERand any feedback should be senGimeme Hosken, Editor of DIGGER, 2 Colony Crescent, Dubbo NSW 2830
or emailed toghoskenaif@bigpond.canMembership inquiries should be forwardedMembership Secretary FAFAIF Inc, PO Box 4208, Oatley West NSW 2223
(Australia) or email to membership@fffaif.org.auStandard membership is $50 pa and concessional membership (studentsl8sndemiors) is $40 pa. Family
membership is $50 for the first member, then $30 for each additional member residing at the same address. Only ob¢GE®BRR &f included with each Family
Membership. Gift and two or three year memberships are availabiembership form can be downloaded from website www.fffaif.org.au Telephone inquiries
can be made t0401 467 819Please leave a message if not answered and a committee member will return your call.
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New Patron-in-Chief for FFFAIF
Submitted by Russell Curley, Blakehurst.
[Biographies and photos courtebitp://www.gg.gov.au/ghio-cosgrové

His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter Cosgrove AKIC (Retd), Governor-General of the
Commonwealth of Australia, has accepted our invitation and agreed to become FFFAIF Pat@irief,
succeedinghe Honourablé®ame Quentin Bryce AD CVO. Thank you, Sir
Peter, for granting us this honour and welcome taassociation.

Peter Cosgrove was born in Sydney in 1947. The son of a soldi
he attended Waverley College in Sydney and graduated in 1968 from t
Royal Military College, Duntroon.

Early in his military career, he fought in Vietham, commanding a
rifle platoon. He was awarded the Military Cross in 1971 for his
performance and leadership during an assault on enemy positions.

In 1972, he served as Aide de Camp to Gove@Gemeral Sir Paul
Hasluck. He returned to regimental life as second in command of
Company, rising to Adjutant t he™
Battalion Royal Australian Regiment (5 RAR), then 5/7 RAR i
Holsworthy, Sydney. Subsequent appointments included a period a
tactics instructor at the Nemy&sut hf Wai eg; Canyear
States Marine Corps Staff College in Quantico, USA; extended periods of duty in the United Kingdom and
India; and command of 1 RAR. He was appointed a Member in the Military Division of the Order of
Australia(AM) for his service in command in 19&3!.

Peter Cosgrove came to national attention in 1999 when, as Commander of the International Task
Force East Timor (I NTERFET), he was responsi bl e f
For his leadership in this role he was promoted to Companion in the Military Division of the Order of
Australia (AC).

Promoted to Lieutenant General, he was appointed Chief of Army in 2000. After further promotion
to General, he served as Chief of the Defence Foooe20022005. He retired from the Australian Defence
Force in 2005.

Subsequently, he accepted positions on several boards, including QANTAS, Cardno and the
Australian Rugby Union. He was appointed by the Queensland Government to lead the taskfodirgebuil
communities in the Innisfail region following the devastation caused by Cyclone Larry in 2006. From 2007
to 2012, he chaired the Council of the Australian War Memorial, and served as Chancellor of the Australian
Catholic University from 2010 until €lgr2014.

On 25 March 2014, Prime Minister Tony Abbott announced that General Cosgrove would become a
Knight in the Order of Australia when sworn in as Govei@eneral.

Gener al Sir Peter Cosgrove gave the Biogred IiL®eC
20009. Hi s autobiography fAMy Storyo was published
An avid sports follower, General Sir Peter Cosgrove takes particular interest in rugby and cricket.

He and his wife Lady Cosgrove have threeltasstons and one grandson.

mander

Her Excellency Lady Cosgrove
Lynne Cosgrove (n®e Payne) was born an
After attending Penshurst Girls High School, she studied art, then worked as a
layout artist and copywriter in the a@tfashion industry before spending several
years in the finance sector. She travelled widely overseas during this period.
She met Peter Cosgrove in early 1975 and they married in 1976. They

have three adult sons and one grandson.

; ‘s\> During Si rmiliiag taecerbske atcampanied him on postings
' % 3 throughout Australia and in several overseas countries including the United
'Po' J" / ?;'. States of America, the United Kingdom and India.
1. *e

Lady Cosgrove has been actively involved in the welfare of partners in
é the defence&ommunity and became the inaugural Patron of Partners of Veterans
ﬁ .tt . ® Australia. She has worked with numerous voluntary organisations supporting
aged and disabled people, and endangered Australian wilblée.personal
interests include art and architecturaiure and gardens, and she is a keen sports follower.
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History, high ranks and the 40" Battalion of 1918 at Heilly Station
Brett Arnfield, Mentone.

Brett and his mate 6Crookyo6 continue theirthetrave
southern banks of the Ancre at Heilly Station Cemetery.

Leaving Dartmoor Cemetetfisee DIGGER 44], we followed the D120, hugging thewhern bank of the
Ancre Riveras it passed through the village of VilarAncrei the scene of the 22Battaliord Sergeant

William 6RuGd yWi RtuahiveanCross action duri ng"AtFhe dr
Brigade in May, 1918.
On through Treux and a couple of kilometres pa

T Heilly Station Cemeteryi situated down a side road to our left, opposite the small railway station it was
named for. This area wagell known to Australian troopgiswell as the AlFmaintaining a transit camp at
nearby Mericourt LO6Abbe, the village of Heilly, |
onetime also contained a Brigade H@d provided billets for the troops.

The cemetery here at
Heilly [right] came into being
with the 36" and 38" Casualty
Clearing Stations moving into
this area in April and May, 1916 .
respectively. With the Somme -sd
offensive that began on 1 Jul
they were soon joined by the 212
London CCS, and the cemeter
here really began to takshape.
Thi s, as | 61 I d
due to the poor organisation an
later execution of the plans for th
evacuation and tré@ment of the
wounded the poweithatbe knew
must accompany such a stunt. B
to demonstrate just how poorly i
was all hanttd and how Heilly
copped such an influx of cases,
bit of background is needed.

The basic plan oBeneral Sir Henry Rawlinson the commander of the British Fourth Army and the man in
charge of the show was, in theory, simple enottgintended to unlesh an intensive artillery bombardment
that would (hoptully) destroy the German fro#line defences that occupied the high ground overlooking the
British line. Waves of heavig qui pped attacking troops from Rawl.
General Sir Edward Allenbyés Third Army would then move forward
any counteiattacks. The artillery would then destroy the second line and the process would be repeated.
Having thus broken through the Germiare, the Reserve Amy underLieutenant General Sir Hubert
Gough, with its three cavalry divisions would then break through into the clear country beyond and sweep
north towards Arras, ting up the German line. Talio!

For all three men, the Somme would be their firgti®an command of an Army, and as we now
know, it didmdpanngdui t e wor k out

The extent of the catastrophe that befell the British Army on the first day of the Somme offensive
was truly mindsnapping. But for the thousands of men left lying outhenbattlefield among pieces of their
mates t hat first night, as youbre about to see, t

From a medical standpojrihe planning had, in theory, been detailed. Arrangements had been made
for the reception of (the seeminghevitable) heavy casualties and the line of evacuation set out:

1. For quick evacuation to tiieegimental Aid Posts(RAPS), the number of stretchdrearers per

battalion was firstly doubled from 16 to 32.

2. From the RAB, wounded were to be collected Bield Ambulancesusing wheeled stretchers,

hand carriages on trolley lines aing@articularly at night horse wagons or motor ambulances.
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3. The Field Ambulance would then distribute the woundedatonvalking wounded collection

points, from which theywould rmake their own way to the rear; (Bdvanced Dressing Stations

(ADS); (c) An advanced operating centreof 40 beds for urgent cases (especially severe abdominal
wounds).

4. From the ADSwounded were then to be evacuatetin Dressing Stations manly via motor
ambulance, but they could also be sent directly from the ADS to the advanced operating centre or to
a Casualty Clearing Station(CCS) allocated for urgent cases.

5. From the casualty clearing statiopstients were then to be evacuated mainly by ambulance
trains, but also by motor ambulance convoys and canal béodese hospitals

The RAR could only provide the most basic first aid, perhaps supplemented by a shot of morphia. At the
Field Ambulane, essential lifesaving surgery was carried out. This would mainly involve the amputation of
smashed limbs and control of haemorrhage. The bulk of the surgical work however was carried out at the
CCSs. At times of great pressure, this sometimes meanp#tignts would have to be passed further to the
rear before even emergency surgery was possible.

Heilly, where weare now was the first one of four major groups of G08catedone behind the
other, alongside the railway line that ran sowtkst away fom the front linei at Heilly, Corbie, La
Neuville andDaours. Back in the day, those here at Heilly were literally across the road from the cemetery,
about 250 metres north of it, immediately along the south side of the railway track, stretching 8btout 10
150 méres either side of the presatdy station and level crossing.

The CCS were to be the mainstay of dealing with the most urgent cases and were designed to cope
with between 150 and 300 casualties at a time. A rotation system was also engolayeck dealt with,
thesepatientscould be rapidly cleared for new cases. At the beginning of thesofeethe Fourth Army had
14 CCS as well as the aforementionedraidced operating centre witls 40 beds set up and available to it.

The base hospitalin France had 6200 beds between theimhalf of these being vacant in anticipation of
casualties from the offensive. The essential ingredient in getting the wounded back to these hospitals for
proper care however were the ambulance trairis a fact Rawinson recognised, ando hepersonally
requested 18 to be made available for ferrying the wounded to the rear on the first day of the battle. He was
assuredy the qartermasterLieutenant General Ronald C Maxwell that the needs of his Army would be

met

In the event, 5000 casualties were suffered on 1 July by the BritjshMore than the combined
losses for the Crimean, Boer and Korean Wars.

In an attempt to make some sort of sense of a number like thaintinthof it in these terms:

57000 casualties sustained over a front aigwouadue r oug
livesi permetrd Over 29 kilometres. Think about it.

During the first day863 officers and 2826 other ranks passed through tleédfiambulances and of
these, 14 000 were evacuated to €0O8hose usual allocation of staffoearing in mind the enormity of
what they were now facing amounted to a paltry 15 medical offrs, 15 nurses* and about 70 N€énd
other ranks acting as orderligsCasualty Cledng Stations were the closest women got to the Front during
WWI ]

To say they were absolutely swamped is something of an understatement.

Now for the disappointing even amazing par t : After al | Maxwell 6s pr
morning of 1 July,one solitary ambulance train stood ready to receive casualties. Two more ran that
afternoon (but left partly filled before the bulk of twunded had been brought in), and two more ran at
midnight. Between them, tke five trains evacuated som&@0 casualties, butnothe night of 12 July the

CCSs were choked with over DPO case$ far in excess of their capacity. Biliatwas only thebeginning.

On 2 July another 1800 casualties arrived at the alreadyrflowing CCSs, followed by a further80 the

following day.

Men who had been wounded on tirst day of the battle were still coming back in considerable
numbers by 5 Julyi suchwas the strain on the medical services that some of the wounded passed right
through the system, arriving in hospitals in England still wearing their original field drefstmge man,
wounded on 1 July near Beaumatamel, was finally brought in on tHeurteenthday]

One man who witnessed this misery finsind was thdreverend J Stanhope Walker who had
swapped life at his quigtincolnshire rectory for voluntary service at a CCS at Corltiee next one down
from Heilly at the junction of the Somnand Ancre rivers. He was there when the human tsunami arrived.
Obviously busy at the outset, he later found time to sit down and write to his family back home:
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Now | know something of the horrors of war; the staff is redoubled but what of that, imadife 1 0
badly wounded PER DIEM. The surgeons are beginning to get sleep, because after working night
and day they realise we may be at this for some months ...

That 0 $ly gnoughtbackground for noiwyou get the picture. What all this really meant for ughest

point, was that during the first days of the Somme offensivethiiee CCS here at Heilly were the closest

to the battlefield and the ambulance train fiasco on the first day meant that they bore the brunt of it all.

Jumping out of the car, was&mbled our geaasind on entering the cemetery were immediately struck by one
of the unique features of this plateone born beyond any thought of trivial decoration, but out of a grim
necessityincorporated into the entrance is a cloister containing eescwall about 20 metres in length.
Even though Heilly was a hospite¢émetery, & uncomfortable proximity to the front line, coupled with the
fact that due to the aforementioned shortage of trains no casualties could be moved on for up to 72 hours
after arrival, the death toll here was so great that the burials in this cemetery were carried out hastily and
under extreme pressure. Graves were dug either too close together to be individually marked, or more
practically, to save both time and space, men
were often buried stacked on top of each
other, sometimes (and not uncommonly)
| three to a grave. The result is that some
headstones here carry as many as three sets
of casualty details and in cases like this, the
mends regiment al badges
However, in many, many cases henghere
the headstone carries the names of twy
men, the regimental badges different) are
conjoined at the top of the headstofieeft:
Examples of &6triple grav

According to he CWGC, there are a
total of 2951 identiied burials here at Heilly
T 2 890 of them from the First World War.

ot -\\ Only 12 of these are unidentified. Added to
w1 all this is a row of special memorial

headstones that have been erected to 21 casualties whose graves during tharlatersetting up the
cemetery could not be exactly located. These are lined up next to the cloister against the northern wall of the
cemetery and include among their number, two of the 402 Australiansnkiwobye buried here, namely,
Privates 7494 Alexander Gale and2796George Carruthers of the 4@ Battalion, who were both killed in
action nearby on 28 March, 1918. But wedll get to

The Australian burials here basically fall into two distinct categdri¢isose from the winter of
191617 who predominantlylied of woundsand those from the period March to May, 1918, who were
pretty much exclusivelkilled in action For the purpose dhis particular story, it is the latter group we will
be concentrating on.

And here we come to another distinction held by Heillythe slightly r ﬁﬂ ‘

complicated fact that lying among the rows of headstones here etorging to the
most senior AlFofficer (who was in fact a Scot), to be killed in FrancBrigadier
General Duncan Glasfurd (Grave V.A.17)i who commanded the f2Infantry
Brigadei and it was to his grave, sitting just outside the cloister in the front row of
first plot inside the entrce, that we now headed. | s@lightly complicated because 4
while Glasfurd is the most senior Albificer to actually bekilled in France, the

dubious distintion of being the most senior Albfficer to beburiedin France is held s

by Major General Willi am Holmes CMG, DSO, VDi GOCof the 4" AIF Division _.

[right, AWM13440] who was killed by shell fire while showingilliam Holman, ; —

the Premier of New South Wales, over the negdptured ground at Messine

[Belgium] on 2 July, 1917. He lies just over theeRch border from where he dieith Trois Arbres
Cemetery, Steenwerck, just west of Armentieres.

Moving on, down in the southern corner of the cemetery, we came to the start of two lorig rows
more like ranks of headstones that make up the long, skiRlog VII, which form a physical barrier tand
seemingly standing guard over, the Great Cross nestled against the back wall that looms above them. It is
here that another higlanking Australian officei Lieutenant Colonel Walter Churchus DSQ the COof
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the 7" Brigade Australian Field Artillery lies (VII.A.26)]Below right: Studio portrait of Lieutenant Colonel

Walter Churchus, "7Field Artillery Brigade AWM H19191.]

A builder from Elsternwick, Victoria, Churchus had beemaor of
artillery in the CMF(Citizen Military Force, themilitia of the day)before the
war, and had no doubt followed the AFs f or t unes on
interest, but on their evacuation, he got his business affairs in order
enlisted on April Fool 6s Day, 19

Arriving in England in July, he was in France with th& Battery of
the 8th Brigade AR by the end of Decembeand put in a very full 1917: 4
year that was to culmimbae wi t h hi m being awar
Day, 1918.

Churchus was promoted to teporary lieutenant olonel the
following July and given temporary command of tH& Australian Field
Artillery Brigade, before being moved across in October to temporg
command the "8Division Ammunition Column.

Mentioned in Sir chhodUuNpYemter, 195Er g
... distinguished and gallant service and devotion to duty in the diefohg
the period 26 February to 20 September, December of 1917 saw him s¢
abri gade commander 6s course bef or
and took charge of thé"Australian Field Artillery Brigade.

On the night of 27 March, having come down from Flanders,
batteries o"fFABCbol upcpositisné beflveen Franvillers ar

t h

Heilly, between the AlbeiAmiens road and the River Ancre, covering the

front line from Ribemont on the Ancre to SailgrSec on the Somme&hurchus set up his Brigade H®

Franvillers fwo kilometres northwegd of here).

It was a very fluid stwardiaynotihgtteatf f ai r s,
Open warfare conditions prevailed. Firing Battery Wagons remained alongside their guns, no
ammunition dumps were made and Battery Wagon Lines were in closeifyroxim
The next day orders were received for bhigade to cross the Ancre and set up between it and the
Somme. Churchus followed on, movihig Brigade HQo Heilly the day afteron the 28.
a n leingptayed @eubat the
time between the Australian and German batteries, with the Australians involved in everything from putting

By the sounds of it, there seems to havenbedair bit of6 ¢ a t

wi t h

down barrages to cover infantry advances, to cdimtyiconcentrated fire on crassds to hamper enemy

movementieven harassing the enemyos

field

kitchens.

Because of the nature of the ground being fought bwerd the fluid conditions it affordeidthere
was al so t he us ua tbattéry exahdnges @vhen they dould ginpoinbeaah btleershat

One such occasion was on 30 March, when it was noted that:

... a hostile battery came into action in the open. Information (as to its position) was passed to the

Oheavi eso.
And the following day:

18 pounders expended ... 90 rounds on enemy gurith.goed effect, a direct hit being obtained on

one gun ...
Churchus himself summed up the month thus:

gr

N €

t he

... Batteries were given a free hand to engage all opportunity targets, and to seize every opportunity
of killing the enemy and to harass him day aight The Brigade quickly adapted itself to the open

conditions ... and the men began to thoroughly enjoy themselves.

He concluded by noting the striking differences between Flaridérs om wher e

comei to where they now found themselves:
This was the Brigadeds first

experience
the general aspect of the country, whose valleys and hills afforded a great relief after the plains of
Flanders. The civilians too, seemed totally diffelemd a far better type than the northerners.

t hey o«

of

It was the last appreciation of his surroundings he would make, as the next motnaygyil, exactly two
years to the daginceh e 6 d e ithe Gesmarsdsomehow found and then prdedeo rain shells arodn

his HQ. The very businedike Brigadewar diary dispassionately noted the outcome:
The CO, Lt Colonel Churchus, DSO, the Adjutant, Captain GS Greenshields and the Orderly Officer

Lt K C Radford were killed in the office ...
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Lieutenant Ken Watson however, who was nearby and under the same shells, was later able to
provide a bit mog detail as to the end of his CO
Lt. Colonel Churchg, DSQ was killed whilst in a hut which was blown to pieces by a direct hit from
an enemy 5.9 shell. One leg wasviah off and his head was badly gashed. Death was instantaneous.
He was buried by the men of Headquartef Alistralian Field Artillery Brigadein a cemetery
(approx. 1,500 yards south of Heilly).
His adjutant, 22 yeaold Ballarat boyCaptain George Greenshieldsa Duntroon graduate who had already
earned a Mention in Despatches, lies next to him (VILA.2Eutenant Ken Radford, a 28 yearold
grazier from Quirindi, NSW, who had risen to commissioned rank from the rank of Gunner and was also in
the hd that morning, completes the sad triext to Greenshields (VII.A.24).

On Closer inspection, ROW A Ofl(ﬂ V” Heilly Station Cemetery, Mericourt-L’Abbe
[shadedright] has another story to tell;ne
that took place only daysefore that of
Walter ChurchusRow A holds the graves
of 24 men ofthe 40" Battalion who fell in
an attack they carried out in conjunctio

with the 4f' Battalion on the village of 3 ! T c—

Morlancourti only a matter offive or so
kilometres due east of heireon the evening
of 28 March, 1918. |
The first hint of this became
appaent to us only half a dozen grave
further along as we passed four of the
lying sideby-side: Lance Corporals 1909
Hugh Milbourne and 730 George Y}
Richards; Corporal 734 Edward Stevens  ™wawne —
(who had earned a Military Medal a yee Taa e REESREE
earlier at Armentieres), anfdrivate 2866 Frederick Pratchett (VIILA.32, 33, 34 and 35). Their officer,
Lieutenant Bill Grubb (VII.A.39), was just a little further on.
Having enlisted in Launceston in May, 1988l Grubb sailed to Egypt as an originmivate of the
26" Battalion,arriving there in August obviously fuelled by the propaganda so prevalent at the time. On 1
September while in camp at Abbassia, north of Cairo, he corifidad diary:
| feel calm and fit and just a little eager to get out into the line ofifis#enge some of the wrongs
committed on defenceless women. | shall hate to take life, but | feel justified in wreaking vengeance
on these allies of the Un $p seathasahds of tvduedadgrhthec u |
hospitals here and the hundredswing in daily... could the theatre Johnnies in Australia see and
know these disfigured and broken down heroes, and then see thesbdd@il peninsuldsic] of
Gallipoli, they would hesitate no longer.

Uptothispoi nt , h e h a é¢nmn8ula dbrnhienself, but anly tert shoet dalys after writing this entry
he was there.
For all his fervour t loowebeay, ét tooktomly emht wgelss dor him tb h  t |

instead fall foul of the atrocious conditions that had been lying in wait fonthédnia freskfaced comrades.

On 12 November he reported to the Field Ambulance with severe dysentery and was evacuated the following
day to hospital in Egypt, where he remained until the New Year, finally being invalided to Australia on 21
January, 1916.

As he sat on a ship headed east for home, prohsitigknownsto him, his older brothefFrank,
having enlisted three months after him, was on one heading in the opposite diraatiefiect, replacing
himi with the 7" Reinforcements to the #6Shorty after his arrival in Egypthowever, he was transferred
to the 12" Battalion and stepped onto French soil with them in Marseilles in April.

In July, while Bill was regaining his strength back in an Australian winter, Frank moved up with the
rest of tle 3° Brigade to a little village whose name at that stage would have meant nothing to tHose bac
home, but was soon to seas itame into the collective psyches of succeeding generations of Australians:
Pozieres.

On 23 July, the 8Brigade, led by the™and 11" Battalions, launched an attack on the village itself,
with Frank and the rest of the 1 Battalion later moving through to secure and holdtthé gade ds obj
on the outskirts of Pozieres. Two days later Frank, along with a third of theva2 gone. Théattalion
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d ary tells the story. For those who survived the
of hell:

Fighting continues. Pozieres position heavily shelled from 4am toi6gm trenches dug by us

obliterated ad many of our men buried ... At about 10pn? R8ttalion took over our sector of the

line ... Casualties, other ranks 67 killed, 235 wounded and 63 missing. Making in all, our casualties

for the operation 3 officers killed, 4 wounded, 1 gassed, 2-shetlk = 365 ...

For the record, Frankdés body was recovered, and
cemetery he was reported to have ended up in. Due to the vague wording of the initial burial report, it was
first thought that he and weral other 12 Battalion men who lost their lives at the same time and place had
been interred at the Sunken Road Cemetery, located on the side of the road running due south of Pozieres,
halfway between it and Contalmaison. It was later found that Faadkthe others had been buried at
Pozieres British Cemetery, only a matter of barely a kilometre west of there, on the side of the modern day
D929, which runs through Pozieres between Bapaume and Albert. lustfzes fdetermined in 1922 that:

..duetohe exigencies [urgent demands Joalltraceofdh®s 6 of

grave sites was obliterated and, of course, it was quite impossible to establish identification (of the

remadns) after such a lapse of time.
In all probability, Frank lies today out amongst the ranks of headstones at Pozieres British Cénogte rgf
t hose &éKnown u nhoweveGeohedilstoneTthere wigh his same, full regimental details and
date of death on it one of 22 Special Memorials that line gmutheast wall of the cemetery justside the
entrance to the left.IAbearthsr i der i nscri bed across the top: #fnABel
grave unknowno.

Bill Grubbwoul d have been with his p adeathteachedtheammat ne w
the family home at 208 York Street, Launceston. He was sod®@e on his way back to thedit himself
however. Newlymarried, and newkgommissioned, he sailed from Adelaide on 10 February,, 317
lieutenant with the "7 Reinforcements to the allasmanian 49 Battalion, arriving in England in May. He
was taken on strength of the"™40who were in the midst of resting and reorganising after their baptism of
fire at Messines in Jung just in time to take part in thenex efforts, first at Broodsinde and téen
Passchendaele that Octobeéghfing that would prove to be almost the equal of that Frank had endured at
Pozieres the previous year. Bhlowever, survived.

By the afternoon of 28 March, 1918, he was dowrricerdie as a fulllieutenant in charge of a
platoon and preparing to lead his men forward in an attempt to take the high ground to the west of the
village of Morlancourt, nestled in the confluence of the Ancre and Somme Rivers, south of Albert.

I f we Gstndibhgeakttine same spot ninety and a half years ago, they would have passed right by
us, as at 3.40pm Bill and his men crossed the railway line just across the road from here at Heilly Station
and, moving souteast and then east, worked their way altmg BrayCorbie road around to a starting
position just soutlwest of Morlancourt.

Asthy cr ossed t he-Sallgle Seraad mowevdr, thédybcame under wellirected
artillery fire from guns that could be seen on the ridge ealstasfancourt...

The ground they had to cross at this point was
to having to negotiate. Thmttalionhistory described their advance as:

... quite a paradground movement, the automatic precisiénvbich was probably due to recent

training for platoon competitions, and also possibly to the fact that we were advancing under fire

over open grassy country for the first time. There were few old trenches and practically no shell
holes. The ground overhich we were attacking would have been a pleasure to plough; as a golf
links or football ground it was ideal; but as a place to advance over under heavy mgahifiee, it

was a failure ...

It was at about this time BilGrubb was first wounded, hit inhe shoulder by one of the thousands of
machinegun bullets that were now whipping aboutamgst the advancing Tasmaniafi$ie stretcher

bearers dressed his wound, but he refused to go back. Just over an hour later another bullet found him.
Private 4021John Beamswas virtually beside him;

| saw him killed instantly by a bullet through the forehead and out through the back of his head at

6pm ... | was about three yards from him. He had been wounded about an hour before, but pluckily

insisted on remaining with the boys and carrying on. Hdybeas taken back and | saw it put on a

limber with those of Ptes AJ Gale, who had been killed by shock and G Carruthers, killed outright by

a shell, and G Wright, killed by a bullet ... Lt Grubb was the only officer of the name in the battalion.

He was da k |, about 30 and 56100. A very nice man.
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Stretching away off to t he irithgtetxcepton d siximerdosthe3r a v e ,
Battalion (who also fell in the attack on Morlancourt that dai§ made up of 40Battalion menwho died

the same evening &ill did. If you look closely however, there is one exception, and that is the grave of
Private 2098 Norman Hodges(VII.A.50), the lone South Australian among this patch of Tasmanians. He
had enlisted in Adelaide and sailedEngland with the "4 Reinforcements to the #3Battalion, but shortly

after arrival there was transferred to th& 48d went to France with it instead.

The date of death inscribed on his headstone is one day later than the others, as he died of some
paticularly nasty wounds suffered in the advamc&a Mor | ancourt . Descrdetbed a
¢ h alpedvas Nol on a Lewigyun team and like Bill Grubb, was hit about the head by machinéullets
that evening. He was found by the stretdbeaers as they followed the advance and admitted to the 10
Field Ambulance with gunshot wounds to his mouth and trachea (windpipe), where he lingered for just over
24 hours before passing away.

Many of the others lying in this row of
Australian graves, e Bill Grubb, would
not be the only sons that would be grieved
back homehowever. A perfect example of
which is the grave oPrivate 2650 Henry
Tilyard, right next to that of Bill

(VILA.40).
A 35 year old farmer from
Gl enorchy, T a s nmesa any He

brothers, but his death that evening at
Morlancourt was the last of no less than five
that occurred within his extended family and
would provide the final chapter in their
sorrow.[Above: Successive rows of headstones featuring conjoined baégessenting the units of the two
men buried in each gravRight: Henry Claude Tilyard. AWM P07244.002.] T g

Henry had earlier lost two cousiné brothers Lance Corporal 2033 :
Norman Hall andSergeant1218Eric Hall i both of the 5% Battalion, who had
both also previously seen service on Gallipoli with thé"1Rlorman died at
Pozieres in August, 1916, while Eric lasted just over a year longer, fallin
Passchendaele Ridge in October, 1917. He also lost two nephews in rema
similar circumstances agan, brothersi Privates 2531 Robert Wing and 2408
Allan Wing of the 18" and 48 Battalions respectively. Robert, like Norman Hal
fell at Pozieres in August, 1916, while Allan fell the same month as Ericg
Passchendaele. Of the five, only Henry hereeilly and Eric have known graves.:

Twenty-nine yearold Sergeant158 Norman Carey, a draper from West §£%
Kentish, who lies a little further on (VII.A.43), had lost his little brotRdB85 =N N\
Mervyn [23A MTMB] in the lead up to the Battle of Menin Road, orikyraonths = ¥
before his own death.

Continuing on, we passed the gravePoivate 799 Edwin Collings (VII.A.46) also 29, who had onlgix
months earlier, earned an Midr his part in taking out an enemy strepgint on Boodseinde Ridge during
the 406 sdvaace there on 4 October, 191fe(isame day that Sgt LewidcGee of the 40 earned the VC
for a similar feat).
Co | | citatignsdéscribes how when ldismpany was$eld up, and the nearest Lewisn had been
put out @ action:
... Pte Collings rushetbrward with his rifle, shot two of the enemy and took the remainder prisoner,
thus enabling his Company to go forwardhe displayed great courage and initiative and set a fine
example to the rest

Down near theend of the row, 27 yeayld Lance Corporal 731 Percy Smith (VII.A.55) was one of four
brothers to enlist and the last of three of them to lose their lives. The other two lie ianBsdj. The
youngest, 19 yeanld 273A Eric, lost his life on 12 October, 191during the 51 B at t a lliefofrings r e
49" at Dairy and Risy Woods, norteast of Broodeinde. He has no known grave. The middle brether
1649Hedley, died under a rain of shells only two weeks before Percy whdmatiidion, the 19, took over
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the trenches on the Ypr&ominesCanal at Hollebeke from the .0Today he lies not far from where he
died, a couple of kilometres west at Spoilbank Cemetery. Their surviving brotartantofficer with the
Camel Corps in Palestine, was the only one to return home.

Right next to Pary Smith is the grave of a young Tasmanian whose headstone bears one of the numbers |
most hate to see in places like this: 17. It is the age B4 Reuben [ s o met i me RadfardRu b i n &
(VI'l . A.56) met his end alongside his older o&ébrot
when he froted up to enlist aged just 14& { t h  hi s f at),loretheflast dayefr August,s1916, n
standing at | ustnaobflo dodd 5koi laonsd (wperiogbhaibnlgy idr i ppi ng we

He was turned away however. Not because of his age, but because during his physical, the doctor
detected a varicocelein other words, a varicose vein of the left testis. While congelde would be fit for
home service, he was advised that if he wanted to go and fight, an operation would be necessary to rectify
the problem. Come back later son.

Obviously determined not to miss out, youRgube got himself fixed up and just six weelaer,
on 11 October, was back. This time he was passed fit.

Embarking with the 406 s" R&inforcements on 10 February, 1917, he finally set foot on English
soil on 2 May when he disembarked at Devonport at tbetimof the River Plym in DevorHe then
travelled on to camp, where he was to spend the next five months traiBingiagtonon the chalky plains
of Wiltshire, before leaving for the real thing in France on 14 October.

Reuben was taken on strength of thattalion on the Somme six days la#&t Becourt on the eastern
outskirts of Albert, where the #thad come to regroup (and reinforce) after the Battles od®einde and
Passchendaele earlier in the month.

A couple of months later, on 5 Janyat918, he did what no 17 yeald should eer have to dé he
made out his will. With his mother having pileceased him, he left what little he had accumulated during
his short life to his father Charles. Somewhat ironically, the witness to all this, whose name appears at the
bottom of the form, was his officefi a man destined to die at almost exactly the same time he did and who
today lies only 16 graves away from hinbieutenan8ill Grubb.

Barely eleven weeks after completing this giirbut necessary bit of paperwork, they were both
gone.

In 1923 Ruben 6 s fGhtahrelre s, in accordance with the |
request, submitted an epitaph to be inscribed on
long and had to later be adjust@de limit was a totabf 66 characters, including spaces), but the middle
paragrapli way too long in itself is worth recording here:

Like ivy on the withered oak,

When all things else decay,

Our love for you will still keep green

And never fade away.

The last in this londine of 40" Battalion men is one of its original membérSergeant699 Hector Long
DCM (VII.A.59), a carpenter from Hobart.

After arriving with thebattalion in England on 22 August, 1916, the subsequent route that took him
to his fate at Morlancourt pved to be an interesting one.

Arriving in France on 24 November, he went into the line withbhgalion for the first time in
French Flanders more specifically at Houplines, near Armentiemas 9 December. The Third Division, of
which the 48 was a part, was the last thfe AIF6 s  divisions to reach the Western Front, and they had
arrived at O6The Nurseryd, whertmostlyinheamidimgtadivdty. s had be

Back at this timgArmentieres was a forward base and eation centre for the troops, and while it
was intermittently shelled, ihad sustained little damage. The outer eastern suburb of Houplines where
Hector had landedhowever, was subject to regular heavy shelling and not too much of this part of town was
still standing. The defences did not quite live up to expectations either, for if they thought they could gain
any comfort from a nice, deep dogt, they were wrong.

The Tasmanians discovered that the trenches they were to man were not really treaibies at
merely breastworks, made of earth and rubbledpaleove the level of the groundh éffect,aboveground
trenche@ The parapets were not bulletproof, the breastworks themselves could not withstand the impact of a
heavy shell, and soggy ground asfteets of stagnant water made life more than a little unpleasant.

Their first tour of the line here lasted a week, and it had been enough. They were however, to get to
know this part of the world very well, as they would be in and out of it for the oextrionths.
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At the end of April, 1917, Hector and the rest of th& afbved across the River Lys and into
Belgium for the first time, at Ploegsteert Wood. By this time he wasoral in the bombing section and it
was here on 1 May, that he was woundiedthe first timei not any fault of the enemy, but through an
experiment with a Mills bomb.
A Court of Enquiry into the accident was held the following day. One of the first witnesses called
wasthebat t al i onds assi st ant,LeudenantFamkiGreenrHe stated that:t u a | hi
... Some time prior to 1 May, 1917, Cpl H Long informed me that he was experimenting with Mills
rifle grenades with the object of increasing their range. As | knew him to be an experienced bomber,
| gave him leavdo proceed with his experiments. He had previously done excellent experimental
work.
Another who was there and actually withessed the explosioRhage 666 John Freestone
... Cpl Long was using an MLE (short) rifle, the barrel of which had been fcat thfe back site. He
had previously fired two dummy grenades and h
The rifle was fixed to a stand. Cpl Long stood back from the stand to which the rifle was fixed and
released the trigger with a pick. Tgeenade immediately exploded and Cpl Long was injured.
Wounded in the right side, neck, shoulder, elbow, back and thigh, Hector had copped the full blast of a
grenade at a pi bekwashvary ey Ridkysto ek Bliset a n c e
Four days after hiaccident he was on the Channel coast at tffeAlétralian General Hospital at
Wimereux, just north of Boulogne.uB such was the severity of his wounds, that he was soon transferred
6across the ditchd to begi n ainEoglamddhatovés tolseeshimitakea | s
the next five and a half months to regain his health. Fortunately, the Court of Enquiry that had
understandably been held in his absence and presided over by"the 40 Ciétenant Colonel John
Lord, ruled out anysggestion of the disgrace of a siiflicted
wound, fnding instead that he had been conducting
experiments in the interests of the servicieutenantColonel
Lordbdés final w o r at heovas ot theepinm@a t t e r
that ...the NCO was accid¢ally wounded and that no blame
=~ attaches to him
After leaving England on 20 October, 1917, Hector
finally caught upwith his comrades while they were out of the
line at Becourt on the Somme (around the same time young
Reuben Radford joined théattalion).

[Left: Studio portrait of 699 Sergeant Hector Charles Long
(alias Nestor Charles Warwick), %0 Battalion. AWM
P05469.004.]

The upshot of the initiative and enterprise he had shown in
trying to get more out of the weapons available to himaas
member of the bombing section, meant that he had missed
probably some of the heaviest fighting thd#@re to take part

in during the warat Messines Ridge and around Ypres.

e S e L Hector was soon in the thick of it however, as the next
o | month thebattalion was moved back up to Flanders to the
PUETRALA AR HEORAL UHEST Warneton sector, which lay south of Ypres and east of
Messines, ware on the night of 30 Novemb&rDecember, he took part in a trench raid. Da#alion
history described events as they unfolded that night:

The wholeparty (4 officers and 82 men) moved up the Warneton tnattiout incident and went

into Noma nlénd at 12.55am where they remained, while scouts went forward. All the officers and

scouts had been to the enemy wire at the points to be raided on pneigbtssand they were quite

familiar with the ground in front. At 1.15am the (prarranged) barrage opened on the enemy front
line and remained there for three minutes, when it lifted and formed a box around the area to be
raided...

Immediately the bmage lifted, the men of the #0vere up and into the trenches. The right
storming party met with no resistance before getting into the trench, but on jumping in, they found the line
full of bewildered Germans and this apparently, is where Hectwho was with tle right party, came to the
fore:
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... bombs were thrown amongst these, and they offered no resistance, but ran in all directions into
dugouts and over the parapet ... The party then made their way along the front line and into the
communic#éon trench, bombing several occupied eugs on the way. In the communication trench
they met with organised resistance in the shape of a bombing party, and a short fight resulted, the
enemy being ultimately driven back, leaving many dead. Sgt Hectgr, d was remarkably
expert with bombs, did brilliant work in overcoming resistance by dropping bomb after bomb among
the enemy ...
For his outstanding work during the raid, Hector was one of those whose nhame wast latewgrd for a
gallantry awardhis recommendation outlining how on the night,.hehowed conspicuous bravery and fine
leadership and how, after making his way through the enemy wire and disposing of two Germans, he
entered the trench,. got his bombers together and cleared it. HB gersonally dealt with several enemy
dugouts, entering (them) with total disregard for personal risk. His determination and offensive spirit was a
splendid example to his men and his work during the operation was invaluable.

Like the others involvediector probably came out from the raid and moved on, busying himself
with the next task to be accomplished, but behind the scesegscbmmendation was making ivay up the
paper trail to where those who sat in judgement on the actions of men thadmadalried out in a world
totally removed from their own, made the decisions as to who would be rewarded for their grim skills and
who would not.

It took nearly four full months, and Hector had, in all probability, completely forgotten about the
Warnetonraid, but as he spent the day of 26 March, 19bh8rching from billets at Campagies
Wardrecques to the railway station at Simer to move south to the Somme, his name was published in the
London Gazette as having been awarded the Distinguished Cdviddati an award second only to the
Victoria Crossi for his work that night. He was not to enjoy the news for long however. Two days later he
was just over 100 kilometres sotghst of StOmer lying dead in a grassy field just outside the little village
of Morlancourt.

With a smal.l pl ot of German graves at our backs,
ofthe4"Battalion mends stories. Walking back down t
isolated row of 21 headstones that were neatly liqgégainst the northern wadll special memorials to

me n , 6Buried in this c e mketlastrtywg stordes heteacbnce rthe \earlieru n k

mentionedPrivates Alexander Galeand George Carruthersi coincidentally both Victorians who had
moved to Tasmania before the wand after both having initially been rejected, managed to enlist there as
well. The final two memorial headstones nearest the clojster notation on previous maatknowledge

their presence somewhere within these walls

That of the first of the two, Alexander Gale (Special Memorial 20), is interesting because, with
dwindling recruitment numbers, he demonstrates just how far the enlistment requirements had fallen by the
time he was accepted on 17 April, 1917. The bronzetbsier days of Gallipoli were clearly long gone.

A sailor from Burnie on the north coast of Tasmanialgjug from the details listed on his
enlistmenpapers t sounds as if hedd have been more at hon
(the racecourses at Hobart and Launceston respectively) as standing-an Bafeget tall and weighing in at
justa tick over 52 kilograms, hewat muc h bi g g eldsoh (atahe tinma pf wiitiBg).y e a r

Nevertheless, he was accepted and embarked for active service on 14 June, 1917. Like so many
others webve heard of h e r en Emglandvhe ovasstrangferredsto thdi40 a f t e
Battalion and went to France as a reinforcement,
Just nine and a half weeks later the poor little bloke was dead.

Private 7518Walter Mudge, who had traglled to England in the same batch of reinforcements as
Gale and, like him, been transferred to thd"4@as wounded in the same attack on Morlancourt and
witnesseds a | #nél soments:

We went over the top on March™28t 4 o6 c | oc k wasright Alangside of henr amc o n .

saw him fall after we had gone about half a mile. He was quite dead. | was in the Dressing Station

when he was brought in and took a good deal of notice of him. There was no sign of a wound on him,
but there was blood comirfgom his nose and mouth. He had died from concussion. He was buried
the day afterwards ... in the afternoon, in the graveyard at (Heilly). The usual cross was erected.

Gale was a little dark chap and had been transferred from tfedlthe 40
At the end of the ling  r i ght next {istheAnhemorial hahdstone ® Gearge Carruthers
(Special Memorial 21), who, like him, had tried to enlist earlier in the war but in his case had been rejected
because of a deformed knee joint.
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On 18 October1916 however, the butcher from Queenstown fronted up once again and this time,
got through. Two months later he was on his way to England with tfée &0 Réinforcements, and after
five months in camp there, was finally taken on strength obaltalion on 10 August, 1917 just in time to
go into batté with them at Broogkinde and Passchendaele. Luckily, he got through without a scratch, but his
fate was fast approaching.
Five months laterCorporal 2124 Allen Oates was with him as they advanced asahe fields
south of Morlancourt:
In March when we were near Amiens, | was in the Lewis gun team with Carruthers. A few shells
were coming over and Carruthers got one which blew both his legs off. | put him in a shell hole but
he died in a few minutes. We had to push on and advancedagaih 1,000 yards. The Germans
did not get over that ground while we were there ...

There is an added poi gnaghnocwe vieoar . GeWwerdd e  Ghaervrewrt hkenroswd
as he lay dying in that shell hole half a world away from hame,thing was probably foremost in his mind:

On the morning of the day he died, heéd received
their engagement. She had already married another man.

As the ground was hel ds late eetsievedefronCther batiletield dy lsé b o
comrades and taken back to the cemetery at Heilly. Judging by their accounts given of his hasty burial there,
itds not hard to see how tPhniwate 2606Albeet Ratarsort was aefwhoh i s g
helped in this grim, but necessary task:

.. went back the same day and took his body back to the military cemetery at Heilly where | helped
to bury him. No mark erected, no time to do this ...

Although they were obviously in a hurrigrivate 7454 Leslie Belbin, who was also in the burial
party, did remember erecting a rudimentary cross:

.. | helped to bury him near Battalion Headquarters on the side of the road at Heilly. We put his disc

on the cross that was erected over the grave.

No mention ofany marking of his details or just a simple name on the cross, they just hung his
identitydiscsover i t. |t was n &anisalated bdttlefible gbasie;ebbede nb ebeunr iberdo uig
established, fullyoperating cemetery, but on such a thirgga burial party being in too much of a hurry to
properly mark his grave, he was condemned to lie forever unknown.

In an added twist to the stories of Alexander Gale and George Carruthers, when news of their deaths
was delivered to their nexif-kin, bah their parents happened to be living in Hawthorn, Victaetizhe time.

So that was Heilly Station Cemetery, a sad, but very beautiful place, set amongst the kind of country that
now seems so far away from the tragedies that would have been occuarardpily basis here afdd years

ago. ltdés well worth a visit however, and I 6m gl a

As we wal ked out through the cloister to the ¢
been standing here looking back over the cemetery onge tiveeks after the 4B at t al i onds ac
Morl ancourt, wedd have seen a bright red Fokker t

was barely a kilometre south of here, just the other side of the@ehje road near the north baaf the
Somme, thaManfred von Richthofen, aka 6The Red
Barorfy was finally brought down and killed on 21 April -
1918. Right now however, we were heading in tl
opposite directiofi north (or northwest to be precisé)
to anothe three places just likeHeilly: the CCS | f
cemeteries at Contay, Puchevillers and Vignacourt,
uncover some of the stories that lie within their walls.
Jumping into the Twingo, as we crossed t
D120 that hugs the southern bank of the Ancre as it lig
Corbi e and Mea tiaio was agproaching
As we sat at the barrier listening to the bedisd
watching it shoot padright], it was hard to imagine
that this quaint little country station was once the fod}
point for no less than three busy Casualty Cleari
Stations.
Nowadays the line is used by the TG¥rain Grande Vitesg®r High Speed Train) that links Paris
to Lille, where it then branches @ther Brussels or the Chunn@oing at a more sedate pace, the Orient

DIGGER 14 Issue 47



Express passes through this little crossingdéwieekly as well (once each way), but neither it nor the TGV
trains stop here.

With the train receding into the distance, we crossed the Ancre and drove up into the village of
Heilly itself, before crossing the main AmieAtbert road and entering thellaige of Franvillers. Following
the sign there to Contay, on to our next stop.

Death of Major James McManamey, 19" Battalion
John Mulford, MacMasters Beach.

John is a former first grade Ruglplayer, first grade referee, President of the Sydney Rugby Union,
Chairman of the NSWRU, and on his retirement became the foundation archivist for the Australian Rugby
Union. His father played Rugby for the™Battalion behind the lines on the Somme.hviiermission of

ABC Books, 6Dl GGER® is pleased to publi shi Taen ext
History of the New South Wales Rugby Union, 18010 4 6 . The extract deal s wi:
Major James Whiteside Fraser McMarmaey.

The death at Gallipoli ofames McManamey the president of the New South Wales Rugby Union in
September 1915 was a stunning blow because of his standing in the leadership of the game and the affection
in which he was held. The New South Wales Rugbjon archives treasures a letter written on the day of
his death bySergeant Syd Middleton himself a Waratah and Wallaby and Gold Medallist at the 1908

Ol ympics, who was by his friendbdbs side as he died
Gallipoli

5 September 1915

Dear Jim,

It is my misfortune to record the sad death of our old and esteemed pal, Jim McManamey. | have to
write to you in haste as | am sent out on duty, but you will allow for that; the plain facts of this unhappy
business are that we have been consgdnsing men since our arrival here through them congregating at a
well drawing water, in an exposed position about 800 yards in rear of our trenches. The Colonel and Major
McManamey left here at about 7.30 am this morning to view the position prepat@teeiting our men to
work digging a safe communication trench to it and a parafit [parapet] round it, so that the risk of loss
through shell fire might be avoided. It was while this inspection was in progress that a shrapnel shell burst
and Major McManamg was struck down, being practically killed outrighpart of the contents of the shell
entered the body one side and came out the dtipéercing the abdomeh and although the Major lived
some ten minutes, he was unconscious and never spoke.

We buriedhim this morning at 10.30 am just in rear of our lines, and so passed out one of my best
friends and one of the finest soldiers on the Peninsula. It will come as no surprise to you folk at home who
knew Jim McManamey so well that he was the most respe@adn his regiment and though we have
become accustomed to see our men knocked over, his loss has affected Men and Officers alike. They simply
worshipped Jim and all were down in the dumps today. Just as | write these few lines | hear officially that he
was to be given command of his battalion tomorrow (the irony of fate), so that you will understand that his
knowledge, fine manly parts, and ability to get the best out of men were recognised by his commanding
of ficers é To the t hoewdir Malanamely | waudgrathfudlyl sayahat$ie prokied
himself the same fine type of man over here where the going was so different and the dangers many, as you
know in Australia. He set about his work with a cheery smile that was always welcome henorentand
went about things in the coolest possible manner.

He was always there to smooth over difficulties and encourage those that were feeling the strain. We
have been in the place long enough to realise what is in front of us and that there wélliogm wh o won
make it back. The Men understand all that side o
been hit very hard and | think that a great tribute to the fine manly qualities and soldierly spirit of our old
friend Jim McManamey.

Kindest regards,

Syd Middleton.

Endnote: A profile of Sydney Middleton (by George Franki) was publishedliBGER46.
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Memoirs of Private 747A Herbert Eric Churches, 17" Bn: Part 4
Eric Churches, Bathurst.
Contributed by Peter BensoBathurstwithgr at ef ul t hanks to Ericés dal
We t ake u pasthe & Brighde ersersahe Battle of Mont St Quentin

Crossing the Somme

| was now a lance corporal, not that that makes much difference, but | was
being solemnlycongratulated and advised not to be too hard on the privates
6remember you were a private yourself
and assured them | would always remember.

We soon got moving orders and were on our way up for a big job. We
were o the south side of the river [the Somme] and the job was on the north
side if we could get there. The engineers were supposed to be building a
pontoon bridge for us to cross the river by, so we marched up close enough to
be seen by the Germans and wesmnttold to split up into small groups and sit
down.

So we sat and mooched about till sundown, then marched back again
nearly to the camp, then we turned to the right and headed for the fallen bridge
T and believe it or nat one half of it had been raisaed put back across the
river and we crossed over and marched back towards the line.

We went about two miles and then on dark were told to scatter
ourselves amongst the shell holes, have a meal and get as much sleep as we
could. Breakfast would be servedrly and we would go into action about daylight. We guessed that our
walk in the morning had been to give the enemy the idea that we would attack there at night or morning, and
they would be waitingn massen the river bank.

Anyhow, we ate whatweda | eft of the dayds rations and th
handy and got a bit of sleep, but during the night Fritz got suspicious and set out to make some more shell
holes and made so much noise that he spoiled our sleep.

The Battle for Mont St Quentin

It made no difference; we got called very early and after a quick meal were soon on our way to Mont St
Quentin, our objective. We soon reached the front line but the two companies ahead of us had broken it and
turned to the right along théver bank, which must have been pretty heavily manned as they took 1 500
prisoners, but as the attack was on the end of their line they had no chance to put up a fight.

We were not so lucky. We had about thgemrters of a mile to go and before we ot several
machine guns opened up. It was at pretty long range, but we could see the bullets buzzing past. We kept
going in extended order (about four or five yards apart), leaving plenty of room for the bullets to go between,
and no groups, or even twaen together, so they had no real target.

It was not long before we had our first casualty. One of my team got a bullet in the tummy. We got
him to a shell hole and when | took his equipment off, | saw that it had gone through the buckle. That meant
it had gone in just about the navel, but the buckle must have turned it a bit as it came out his right buttock. |
felt more hopeful. | left one man to get a stretdbhearer for him and pushed on.

We were hoping to get to our objective without any more cassaind were nearly there when
another man got only just a tip by a bullet through the nick in the jaw, but it was enough to cut the artery
which goes through the neck. | said to help him to the trench which was only a few yards ahead, but they had
to cary him the last few yards. There were no first aid men there so we had a job to really stop the bleeding
but succeeded at last. Then we had time to look around and were not very pleased with what we saw. The
trench we had capt ur ed ant thal sidést hadifadlen in and ghés chad snade ¢them 1 9
shallow, with wide sloping sides, not deep enough to stand in without exposing your head and shoulders.

There were a few trees just in front of us but enough undergrowth to hide an army, and on our left
was a sunken road too deep to see out of without climbing up the sloping sides. Just behind us was a cutting
about 10 feet deep, running to nothing about 500 yards away. It was the worst position anybody could
imagine. Anybody in the scrub with a machmen could mow down an army and a gunner on our left could
do the same through the cutting.

There was an officer with us whom | had never seen before and he seemed to want to defend this
trap. There was a mound near the cutting so he told me to go epnitlermy gun and see if | could get any
cover there. Anybody would know that there would be no cover there, but of course | had to go. | hardly got
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there when | was nearly blasted out of it by an-tartk gun, so | soon got away from there. | got badkéo
cutting and found that deserted and a buzz of maghinebullets going through it, so | made for the road,
where they had a lot of casualties, so we moved up the road a little way.

We knew where the enemy was now, but did not know how many or leywwre situated. As we
had | ost a good number by casualties, we decided
if you showed a bit of steel helmet, a bullet whizzed past before you could get a chance to see anything. One
chap climbed uphe sloping bank and had just the top of his helmet over WiBKNG i a bullet went into
the front of his helmet and across the top and down the back. It gave him a fright and nothing worse, but the
hand of a man kneeling on the road behind him was héy Both looked surprised.

[Left: A view of Mont St Quatin taken from a
hill near Cley. Mont St Quentin was taken by
troops of the 2 Division on 1 September 1918.
AWM E03577.]

Anyhow, we left that position and went
back to the old and wide trenethich would
put us on a more even footing with Jerry. They
were certainly shooting well. As | said before,
the trench was only about three feet deep so we
had to stoop to walk along it. | was walking
along and something hit the heel of my boot. |
looked and was shocked to see the man who
was following me quite dead. He had got a
bullet through the back of his head, just above
the hair line. He had died instantly.

When we had settled down, we had a bit to eat and a drink of water and took up our dositf@ns
night. It was alright for a while but when it got dark the real battle started. The enemy this tirskeepas
The sloping sides on the trench were no good to lean on so we just stood and stared at the undergrowth that
was in front of ustobesutehat no bogey man in uniform came out
night | caught myself falling and awoke with a start. At dawn the next morning, a very welcome sight met
our tired eyes. Another battalion had come up behind us to carry attdbk, and we were surprised to find
that the enemy had fallen back during the night. We had missed a good chance to have a sleep.

We were relieved soon after and only went back about 200 yards where the rest of the battalion was
resting. We had a bit direakfast and a sleep. Shortly after there was an unusually loud explosion and a
cloud of black smoke rose ahead of us. Then we noticed that there was dust rising from a railway line which
we had crossed a short time ago. When we crossed it again weseewwhat had happened. The sketch
below will show you what | mean:

Belsre expfosmn After Expfosmn

The explosion must have been half a mile or more away and had been placed to do as much damage
as possible. Nasty people those Germans.

After a rest we set about gathering up our deedes. | looked for the chap | left with the first
casualty and asked how he had got on. Answer was,
Anyhow, | got a stretcher and a mate and went to get the body to bring it to where the trangidoptakat
up. We | ooked where | thought he should be, but w
him. Then went back to the coot who said that he
he would di estted avmad wiol dditslpaut | wasnbét game t o s|

We soon got to the quiet camp near the bridge. Briefly, this stunt was looked upon as a great success.
We had gone in at half strengthabout 500 mefi and took 1 500 prisoners and captured a position the
French Army had about a dozen tries for in 1916. It also opened the way for" tAeisfralian
Division to carry on up the bank and capture the town of Peronne.
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Following the advance

The following day, thanks to our new coloneidut Col RM Sadler] who had taken over
Boot Pol i sLiedt Cqdl pF Matiira]pwe yad a pretty easy day. Time to shave and clean up and

talk over our experiences. One of the boys had a bullet hole in his uniform; one of them touched his skin and
left amark like a slight burn. You might wonder how the one with the bullet through the helmet never got
hurt, but the helmet has a band inside which serves as a hat band to fit the head and, when properly adjusted,
leaves the steel about half an inch cleahefhead and allows air space to keep the head cool in summer.

And how about the mate who got a bullet in the tummy? He was seen at the dressing station the next
day after being out all night and was cheerful and confident of being alright.

A day or so #er that | was promoted to corporal and got the job of training a new gun team. That
would be a rush job to have them ready for our next trip into the line.

We soon got moving orders but | donbét remember
weeks; | think because we were moving forward by night marches, so seeing nothing about our camps in the
daytime and nothing on our night marches. We were following the advance by some of our boys. | think we
might have been in the line once, butifsalté6t recall anything about it.

But | do remember taking charge of the guns and packing them on a limber and another chap
packing signalling gear on the same limber about that time, and we had to walk with the limber (not on it).
Naturally, we started talk. | found out he came from Wattle Flat and his nameBwdsMackie. He found
out | was from 6Wyagdondé and who | was. We were ¢

One afternoon, about 4pm, we saw a lot of our planes going home als hedgehopping and
stunting about sundown. A few minutes after we saw, | think, five or six German planes, the leader all bright
red, two others nearly all red and two more less red, more white, and the last one some red, more white. They
looked a pictee in V formation. They circled once and went back home.

We guessed that this was a challenge to our bt
crack German fighter, claimed about 50 victinRRichthofen is recordedsehaving 80 confirmed victies|
Ed] The next morning they were over again, still in the sai@ formation. They circled and it was
noticeable that they were gaining height. They kept on spiralling up until they were out of sight and all you
could see was a flash when the sun shone on something on a certain angle. Soon after that we could hear
machie guns and guessed that our boys were up there
we could hear guns for some time and now and again see a flash and a column of smoke coming down. They
never carried parachutes those days, so everyyiimesaw smoke you knew that a man had died. | never
heard the result of that fight.

Attacking the Beaurevoir Line

It was only a day or so after that we went in again for another push. | had no idea where we were but it was
the Beaurevoir, the last Germiame of defence, we were attacking. Thé" Battalion were to take the trench

where the Germans were. But first the tanks were to come and roll down the barbed wire and we were to
follow on and go forward from there.

The 19" were stuck up at the wire @dmo tank had arrived; we were stuck behind them. Somebody
noticed that a tank had got through on our side so guessed there would be a gap, so we dropped back to an
old trench and worked our way along to the gap and then | started to look for an offioex tolead, but
none in sight, so | had to take the lead myself. We went back along the trench and collected a few prisoners,
still looking forward and so surprised to see us they put up their hands. We threw their rifles into the barbed
wire, searchedhem for revolvers, and then noticed a dug out. There could have been a lot of Germans down
there. | got a bomb in my hand, showed it to a German, pointedtotieditg and sai d, 6 Comr
something down the dugut and five or six Germans came, tpen | pulled the pin and threw the bomb
down. No more came up.

Then a 19 Battalion sergeant came along from the other way. As it was their job to take this trench |
handed our prisoners to them and got my party together and went forward. | coskeera officer or
sergeant to take charge so | had to take it on myself to go ahead. Not far ahead there was a fairly big building
and one of our planes had been diving at it and machimen ni ng i t . We didndt kno
somebody there, oméy suspected, so we approached it with caution. When we got there we found nobody.

It was a big building with very big windows and big rooms. It was locked, so as we could see right through
the place through the windows there was nobody there, we weittoarh half a mile. We could see another

half a mile over a valley and up the slope. Clear around, there was not a soul in sight, so we sat down and
had a conference.
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Some of the boys (only about 20 of us there) were getting sore eyes. There had lgbesraeli of
gas where we had been waiting in the morning, but as we had only expected to be there a few minutes, we
didndét put gas hel mets on. We decided to dig a bi
officer and about 10 more me&ame along.

After a short talk he decided that to dig 1in
the sore eyes closed up and they couldndét see. T
Before it got dark | had a quigtlk with him. | told him that some of them could see enough to find their
way before dark, and they would only be a liability if we struck trouble, so he let them go.

Soon after sundown the good old™Battalion came through in attack formation and warer the
valley and over the next ridge without opposition. After a few hours, when it was as dark as it could get, the
officer asked for a volunteer to go to Headquarters to report back and ask for orders. Nobody offered, so |
said | would go. He saidy Wi | | you come back?d | sai d, 6 Of cour
Headquarters would be and he told me somewhere in the village. So | set off and at last found the first sign
of a trench and luckily struck a gap in the barbed wire. The villageclosedy, and only a very dim light
showing here and there. One of those was HQ and a captain who had left us in the morning was in charge.
He had found all HQ staff gassed and had to take over himself.

Anyhow, | made my report and explained the pasion and asked for order s
back here and 1611 l et you knowd. So away | went.
shouting, walked and shouted for about half an hour before | got an answer. | think they musdmave
asleep. They were soon awake when | told them we were to go back to HQ. When we got there the captain
told us to go down the road a little way and find a place where we could get a sleep. We did just that.

To hospital and convalescent camp

Next mornng, when we were just coming to life, breakfast arrived. After that, roll call. Only 62 answered
that call out of a battalion! We started to wonder if we were going to finish it. Well, sick parade came next. |
thought | had better let the Quack have a labkny leg, get an injection or something, and was surprised to

be evacuated, first to a dressing station and then by ambulance to the railway and then by train to goodness
knows where. Finished up at a Scottish hospital somewhere near the [FrenchHDobastree or four days

there and on the puffuff again and finished up at Le Havre Convalescent Camp. There the doctor examined
me every fortnight wunti/l it got near Christmas.
took a job that wuld keep me at that camp for a month.

| was in charge of a line of tents.

Cal | the roll every ni
report., 0Al Il correct,
every morning, see that they were swept

clean and blankets folded and everything

tidy. Only about a dozen tents to look after

T best job | ever had. Ten bob a day and
everything found. | was due for leave and

the cash was mounting up in my pay book,

which was kept like a bank passbook.

I was there when the Armistice
was signed. Of coursd, caused a lot of
excitement. The camp was empty and very
few there for roll call, so | just went to the
sergeant and said, OYolL
only ones presentao. He
[Above: EPIP tents pitched in the grounds of a convalescent caangheeAustralian General Base Depot at
Le Havre. Note the Australian flag flying from the pole on the right, and the large YMCA building in the
background (centre). AWM C03264.]

I was still there for Christmas and the cooks put up a good show. Thergyewteshowers and
steam baths there and | was pretty clean agai n, I
vermin or not. Maybe there would be a few hangars

When the Armistice was signed everybody made for the town of Le Hawtdsranch citizens as
well as troops all went mad. As | said before, there was practically nobody there for roll call that night, but
the next ni ght there was one absent and | was Wwo
t h ou g h ter, dndtlle ndéxtdaythe was found dead in a canal in the town.

. g R
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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One day there was a new lot came into the camp. Some came to my line of tents so | had to take their

names and units. Took one chapds nafMmbiwandl dsbaed,
Divy what?86 He said in a whisper, OAPCO6. TARC mea
popular! | kept his secret but he was uneasy all the time and soon managed to get back to his unit.

To help me put in time | had joinedtheoc k ey t e a m, but didnéti know

most of the others were the same. We soon picked up the main points of the game and had some good times
and some exercise, which we needed.

The next time the doctor saw my leg he got hold of the sdtbthumb and finger and worked it
about backwards and forwards and side to side until it finally came out. | was surprised to see that it had
been in about threguarters of an inch. He put me down for another month in camp. That would put me over
Chrigmas, but | wanted to get away as soon as possible after that. | was due for leave from the battalion as
soon as | could get there and then there would be a good chance of another leave before sailing for home.

It seemed there are no short cuts in theyavdhen | left | only went to Australian Base Camp,
about half a mile away and had to wait there for a draft (a party) going thatMsayfirst man | met in that
camp wasSergeant[5581] Aub Flanagan, one of four brothers from Peel. He was a C3 man (forfiront
line) but was in charge of our part of the camp. The first question was: did | know anything of his brothers,
as he had not heard anything of them for some time. I could tell him only that | had seen Bill a few months
before.

It seemed that Would have to earn my tucker here. | had to go on guard at the hospital for all the
infectious diseases it is possible to get. That was at Rouen, about 20 miles away. There were about 20 of us
travelling in an army truck (covered as all the army trucksween). | was itchy and felt queer as soon as |
knew | was going there, but of course we didnét c
to put up with was a German prisoner who used to bring our meals and take away the dishes. ¢#blas
from Berlin and spoke pretty good Engl i sh. We f el
survive and were none the worse for the experience.

Back to the battalion
I dondét remember any mor e abywtus sehtapgto joirathepoatthliant t h
whi ch wasndét the same as | had | eft a few months
one. The 19 Battalion had been broken up and some sent to thel8?and 20" Battalions. | felt a stranger
amongst them.

The trip (by train) of course took all day and most of the night. We travelled through a lot of the
places we knew too well but soon got to places we had only heard of, one of which was Mons where the
British Army first me the German Army. The town was pretty much knocked about, but showed some signs
of rebuilding. It was getting very cold as it was starting to get dark and we could see snow in some places.
The journey finished at last and we found ourselve€harleroi in Belgium at about one or two in the
morning. With nobody knowing anything we looked about and found an empty railway truck. We climbed in
and kept dry but not warin far from it. The daylight came at last as it generally does, and we found ou
somehow where the battalion was and how to get there. It was about 10 miles out on the edge of the town. |
canodot think of the name of the place noweTleut we g
a suburb of Charlerdi Ed.] s 3 s Ter

As | sad before, they were nearly al@
strangers. Some had rejoined after being awa
long time, some from the T'%nd, of course, a &=
lot of the ones | had known had gone homejj&==
soon settled down and as they were short
sergeants and corporals | got a big shartheir —
work. | think there was only one sergeant |cgms
and he was acting sergeant major and ordes:
sergeant all the time, and wg the poor |
overworked corporalshad t o do :
job.

[Right: An outdoors group portrait off
unidentified member of the Headquarters of theSs= =
5" Australian Infantry Brigade. Taken @& i vssons
Montigniesle-Tilleul, Belgium,12 February 1919. AWM E04392.]
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The main job was guard and |, being a [Lewis]
so was right out of prddice in any of the ceremonial stuff. You would ask: what was there to guard? | would
have asked the same question a week or so befor e,
France who were now sneaking back to their units in the hopeird§ sent home, but they were imprisoned
and had to be guarded while awaiting trial for desertion.

Some of them with bad records had to be handcuffed at sundown as well. The handcuffing was a
joke, as they could get them off in two seconds. | used io gb sundown, call their names, throw them a
pair each and say to have them on when an officer came, and they did. A week or two later five of them
escaped but they didnot have a guard that night.
wart to go.

Postscript

This is a story | heard about the Australian Navy and the first ship of the Navy back in Australia following
the war. The first place they landed was Brisbane. A group of them walked about window shopping for a
while and, getting somattention, decided to put on a show.

They went into a gener al store and bought the
then into a pub and got it filled with beer; then got some saveloys and dropped them in.

They put it down on the footffa and sat around it. One would pick it up and have a drink and
another would grab a saveloy and bite a bit off and drop it in again, and passed it around until the beer was
gone.

By that time there was a traffic jam and the Sergeant of Police askedtdherave on. They
solemnly formed a ring around him, joined hands a

Endnotes 1. 6 Bo b PNate &661eRdberviamlyn Hughes Mackie 17" Battalion, of Wattle

Flat via Bathurst. Bob was wounded 96 April 1918 and gassed on 3 October 1918. Mackie returned to
Australia but his postva r address is not known. 2. Téngperang e ant
Sergeant5581 Aubrey Arthur Flanagan MM, HQ AIBD. Aubrey was from Bathurst and was initially
appointed to the Z0Battalion. He was awarded his Military Medal for his courage and devotion to duty as a
runner at Hanebeke Wood, 20 September 1917. On his return to Australia he was admitted to hospital with
jaundice at Fremantle. When he departed VeAdit his MM with a nurse, who seems to have ignored his
written requests to return it to him. The Army advised Aubrey to use his rights under civil law [Section 80c
80f of the Defence Act] to obtain the medal back from her.

That c o n ¢ Imerdoéss It Hag bieen @ Privilege to have been able to make them available to our
me mber s. Thanks go to Car ol Churches for all owing
Benson for bringing them to our attention. The Editor hopes you haweyesjd Er i citse 18 x p | o
Battalion during the Great Waif any member has something similar in their collection, and would like to

see it in print, please contact the Editor.

Codes for cables
Graeme Hosken, Dubbo.

In the service record dforporal 3534 Brian Donovan 30"Battalion, | came acros
seen beforeMajor Leane, of Base Records f ame, advised Briant
Waverley Street, Wanrley, that if he wished to send a private cable to his son (then recovering from a
serious wound), that he should address it to:

3534 Donovan

Elrop

Mocug,

Care Stralis,

London.
Maj or Leane advised that dBhtopbdbiwas BMecaogdewwsr
Military Hos pi t al and O0Stralisdéd was <code f oasecwetorieif He a d g

Leane was telling people aboutfresumably, the shortened namese devised to redudbe cost of cabke
and transmission timdf anyone has a list of the codes for other units or institutions, please contact the
Editor.
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BUD the MONKEY
AND OTHER TALES OF SOLDIERSOPETS
Told by Lin. MacDonald and illustrated by Angus MacDor@dgus and Robertson, Sydney3P9.
Contributed by Russell Curley, Blakehurst.

The lamb that got too fat
One morning in the wagelines, after ten days in the front area, | heard a plaintive
bleat from somewhere outside. In answer to a question, one of the boys said casually,

AfoOh,hat 6s our | ambo. He offered no furthi
just how that | amb arrived or became HfAou
After breakfast | found the new pet, and burst out laughiag everyone else
did when they first sighted
Tommy. He had beechristened, ,ﬁ;\:\l
| dm afraid, after our adjutﬁa’j’ﬁ/&;{. He
was a little, fluffy, soft thing, m A
about twelve inches long, and '.'»7/%%3_
quite black except for a patch in front that was at the /7' =

moment creanygrey from a mixture of mud and milk.
He was busy at a le, lmadbhjs6 s
volunteer nurse was the farrisergeant. At home this
chap was a blacksmith in the railways, and he was
certainly the last person imaginable to take on such\&¥{ X,
job as handeeding a lamb.

Two weeks later Tommy was sprinting about
everywhere. Wh his shiny black, woolly coat, clean
white shirt front extending from his chin to just between
his front legs, two white socks on his sturdy pins, and a
bravely held head with a tawny muzzle, he was a
handsome gentleman and a credit to his nurse. Alreadvas butting any fist shown to him, and like all the
animals that grew up in direct contact with the boys, he had no fear of anyone or anything.

A doctor, who was a bit of a hard case himself, saw Tommy sucking away at his bottle, and
remarkedgoufigatea 6dummyo6é for him?d6 A wag of a dr |

Engl and: AWe have a |ittle | amb with us. I wonder
The 6dummyoé duly arrived, bl ue r i bbbout toahed al |
delight of wvisitors, with a babyds comforter hung

By the time we moved out for a spell, Tommy marched with the rear party, at the end of a big dog
chain. He was as big as an Airedale, and full of life,
for the growth of grass around the camp had been
wonderful. The black mascot, with the cheeky lift of
the thoroughbred about his head, created a lot of
interest on the road and at halts. Of course, the boys
had taught him tricks, and he had learned whom he
might with impunity butt and whom he might not,
and just how hard he would be allowed to bump. It
was no good trying to hit him, because his
tremendous coat of closmirled wool made any
knock harmless, so to punish him they switched his
clean legs with agjht cane.

Tommy was groomed regularly and his
hooves were kept polished, as were his horns when
they commenced to grow. On long marches he
% would often ride on the footboard of a wagon,
curling up comfortably for miles.
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One morning, when we were wiaij to go
into the line, the veterinary officer dropped in for
breakfast. Tommy came into the group, in his
usual way, to get his special bit of bread and jam.
There was always a certain ritual to go through
before he got it. First of all he stamped three(|
times, but no one took any notice. Then he buttef
you gently on the leg and stamped again. Aft
that, he waited for room to be made for him to p
his forefeet on the seat. :

When he was in that position he seemed to
be a terribly big chap, and the vetpking at him

professionally, sai d: i ing a bi
mistakei he is gettingoo fat 0
There was a chorus i n

splendid condition, o to feplied: fi $
a lot of people think. You will lose him if you ) &= '
donét IBaudk dudt .you take my ]
e a t h | m. C‘) Tommy the lamb goes through his paces to the delight of the mess.

Our own boys had become much too
attached to Tommy to have any idea of making a dinner of him, but there were plenty of folk about with no
such scruples, and our chaps guarded that black sheep jealously.

They were teased unmercifully, especially by a Pioneer Battalion which had been in rest near us
when Tommy was very much younger. These fellows o
dared them to try. Attempts were made, and several skirmisbleplace, but they were doomed to failure
from the first.

The veterinary officerdéds words made us all thi
a mascot, and his blagndwhite effect was so uncommon that it attracted a lot of attention, wi@stvery
pleasing to his owners. The white wool sfidnt was blued regularly to keep the coldua trick suggested
by a village mademoiselle.

Next time we went out to rest, the Pioneers, passing our bivouac on the road early one morning,

greetedtheby s wi th fABaal! Baa! Baa! 0 which started muct
al ong. A group of their officers twitted ours, s
him, will you?o

When the laughing and joking had finisheahd the battalion was well away, someone discovered
that Tommy had vanished from the grass patch behind the camp where he had been tethered! Furious men
asked leave to chase the Pioneers, but wiser counsels prevailed, for Tommy had obviously notrbbgn take
the column on the road. Some more subtle scheme had to be thought out, and when we started, about an houl
afterwards, a mounted party was sent ahead to ride round the marching Pioneers and keep them under
observation. That day and the next they weatcived constantly by the scouts, but not a trace of Tommy
could be found. After that, the search had to be abandoned, as we went off in quite another direction.
Tommybs days as a mascot had come to an end, and
A little while later a packet arrived by post for one of the
officers, who had a pal in the Pioneer Battalion. When unwrapped
it was found to be one of those little cardboard boxes with silver
edges, in which you send away little pieces of weddage. It
had evidatly originally been sent from Australia to the Pioneer
chap whose address was on the box. Inside was a lump of black
curly wool tied with a bit of wh
Baa! o
During the joking and chaffing with the passing troops,
y'the adwnced billeting party of the Pioneers had successfully
6souveniredd Tommy from the rea
direct to the rest area, where a feast was prepared. After that we
got ABaa! Baa!odo from everyone in
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The Coronation Cadets
Sue Tongue\arrabundah.

The Coronation, or Commonwealth, Cadiesome of whom served and died in World War Binenay be
remembered as we appfoach that wards centenary.

The Commonwealth began in 1901 and King George V was crowned on 22 June 19910,In 1
Lord Roberts, a hero of the Boer War, invited nations of the Empire to sertd taéangland to participate
in the cormation, a competition at Bisleynd to review the fleet at Spithe®d.

In 1909, Federal Parliament passed Beéence Actwhich came into force in July 1911 and made
naval and military training compulsory for boys and men between the ages of 12 ‘ahdr@&itchener
had visited Australia in 1909 and recommended such trainirayd Roberts told Australian cadets in
London that Australia and New Zealand were the only Empire countries to have compulsory military service.
He said other countries should follow their examp
happening 9n your | andbo.

By 1911 some Australiaschools already had well established cadet corps. For example, the cadet
corps at the Kings School and Newington College in Sydney dated back to the 1860s. A Victorian cadet
corps was formed in 1858. | pswi ¢ch GoohmdacadetSargso ol
from 1863, and in 1909 almost every boy joined the cadet unit, with many of them seeing active service in
World War Oné€. Public schools, such as Fort Street High School, also had égdéisse who attended
Fort Streetare known@&sFor )i ans 6

About 180 Australian cadets were chosen to attend the coronation celebrations. Australian military
personnel, who were already on assignment in England, were the official representatives but the cadets wore
a Commonwealth uniforfrand forned an unofficial representative group from Australia.

Cadets were selected on the basis of their ability to represent Australia. Their physical presentation,
marksmanship and sporting ability were noteBor exampleGeorge Hansel a junior Fortian cadetho
later served in World War On@08, AFC] and died of meningitis, was a NSW running and swimming
champion! It was hoped that the cadets would arrive in time to compete in the English School Swimming
Championships?

The NSW contingent had fivieattalions with the second, fourth and fifth battalions coming from
country area$® Fort Street High School was heavily represented in the metropolitan group with 33 boys
among the senior and junior cad¥tsater, old boys at the front would report to $ehool that they often
ran into another Fortian’

The Coronation Cadets were funded by parents and public contributions. Concerts were held to raise
funds!® £5 000 was raised by pareht®kegional communities were proud to support their local cadets. Fo
example Cadet SergeanWalter Host of Kiama was given a gold watéh.

On departure day 22 April 19117 the contingent formed at Victoria Barracks and marched to
Dal getybs Wharf via Oxford, Coll ege, ftst cogtingentsi e B
left for South Africa had a ship been given such a sg¢hdseneral Gordon, the State commandant, told the
cadets he wanted them to be an example to the rest of the Empire and show how national life is developing in

! e.g.junior cadets GN Draper, GE Hansel, WHC Rose,S\herlad and D Webber (Fortians) and Bémerville (Christian Bros,
Lewisham) who died in World War One.

2 Australian War MemoriaAWM) website:Federationi the first 20 years

3 Mercury, 19 November 19105

*5.20 inserting s.125 in tH2efence Act 190FExemptions were limited: Part Xl

° National Archives of Australia fact sheet 130

6 Barrier Miner Broken Hill 16 Sept B.

" SophieChurch,TheStory of Ipswich Grammar School 188613 pp 161-2.

8L Ettles GentFort Street Centenary Bopk949 [i72. 1343 old boys enlisttand 186 were killed: RonaldoranFort Street:
the schoql1989 chap 11.

® Sydney Morning Heral®9 March 1911 po0.

10e.g.Sydney Morning Herald April 1911 [6.

1 AWM Roll of Honour,

2The Fortian 11 April 1911 431

13 see list of names and towns of origirSpdney Morning Heral®1 April p10.

4 Ettles Gent n.4 p5; The Fortian 11 April 1911 431

5 Ettles Gent n.4 pp170.

16 & g.Sydney Morning HeraldL5 April p9.

17 Sydney Morning Herald April 1911 (6.

18 Kiama Independen9 April 1911 (8.
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this country. Thenas theThermistoclessailed through the Heads, some soldiers training at Watsons Bay
lined up to give the cadets a final ch&er.

Captain Parsonage who was in charge of the Fort Street cadets, reported that the ship travelled at
the rate of 14 knots, with slight roll. On the first Sunday out, when divine service was held, he salkthat
had never heard the prayers for those at sea bettef’read.

The cadets sent descriptive letters home that were printed in local newspapers. They reported on
rural Englaad, congestion in London and an orderly suffragette nfardfhe coronation procession
i mpressed them as they saw soldiers from many nat
attention to the Australian cadets as they passed by in theirgedfria London they were billeted at the
Crystal Palace and attracted much interest.

On the return voyage aboard tBemostheneghey stopped at Durban and visited the Boer War
battlefields at Ladysmith and Colensa. They laid a wreath at the gravedof LBro b e t s 6 s on.

When they returned on Saturday, 14 October ¥91Hiey were met by a great crowd and marched
through the streets to Victoria Barracks. They wi
servicebo.

On 30 January, 1912, theo@®rnorGeneral presented Coronation Medals to the NSW contingent of
cadets. They mustered at the Queendés statue i n Ki
headed by the NSW Police Bafid.

One of the junior Coronationa@ets wastaff Sergeant WHC (Will) Rose CSMwho attended Fort Street
High School prior to enlisting and serving at Gallipoli and Fromelles. He was aged 15 in 1911 and received a
Coronation Medal.

He is not my relative, but forty years ago my grandmoth
Sister Nell Pike of the ' Al F, gave me hi s|
Written on the back it s aelKebiri
with Love Wil 20.2.160. My
Willds family home wiettdmantCharlésr
Laffin).

Will was the eldest son of Frederick and Henrietta Rose *
60Cufnell sé6 at Strathfield. TH
family to arrive in the colony aboard thgellona and the Rose
Family Society per pet ua tostriutionh
to Australia. Right: Will Rose is standing left, with his sister Haz¢
seatedRoy Smithi s on the right. Thel
sister Molly or his girlfriend.] ]

Britain declared war on 4 August 1914. Will Rose was g §
of the firstto enlisti on 18 Augusti and embarked on 20 Octobs
1914. He died at Fromelles on 20 July 1916, aged 20, when he
serving as company sergeant major of th& B@ttalion. He is
commemorated at VC Corner Australian Cemetery and Memorid
Fromelles.

In Wi ll és war records, av
site, are his fatherods |l etter
sonbd6s deat h, seeking informati
visit the cemetery.

As we know, the Australian War Maal is peerless in perpetuating the memory of fallen soldiers
and the Fromelles Project has done superb work in identifying soldiers buried at Fromelles.

on or

19 sydney Morning Herald2 April 1911 [i5.
2 The Fortian May 1911 148

2L sydnewlorning Herald 1 August 1911 §.
22 sydney Morning Heral®2 April 1911 5.
2 sydney Morning Heral®7 June f.

24 sydney Morning Heraldl6 October 1911%
2 Sydney Morning HeraldB0 January 19127
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For some ti me | had been searching for Wil/l |
wondeful news. | heard from Karen Rose, Secretary of the Rose Family Society, that they had been
contacted about providing DNA in the hope that Will Rose may be identified as one of those found at
Pheasant Wood and receive a headstone.

Wi | | 8s g r RaaltGibsoregh Waoehill Mountain Winery at Berry, kindly sent me photos,
including one of my grandmother in her uniform and another of a group where Will and she appear together.
He al so has a postcard sent t o WivihglinbEgyptrandtgbirgto t h at
Mena.

For many years | have thought about the soldier who was important to my grandmother, died at the
age of 20, and was buried i n annowthatkid was a Qoronation. Un
Cadet and hafleen to London and South Africaas well as Egypt, Turkey and Frariceefore he died, or
that Will and my grandmother knew each other before they left Sydney.

My family is grateful that so many have worked to remember the fallen and that he mayhaval
a headstone.

Coming home
Quotes contributed by Sean McManBanania

As dusk closed in our churning propellers pushed us away from France. With a few others | leaned on the
taffrail, throat full, eyes moist, the last bit of France fading in the darkness.

One of our O0Crown and Anchor6é kings set up hi
thick and fast while the game lasts. You came here barefooted and you ride away inamot®r.c6 He di
business. He spotted me, AHey Bishop, come and he
old heart to start?o

He was not a frodine man.

fGo to hell , o | told him. I k new o lgazedhoeeathet al r
taffrail again. France had faded away. The lump in my throat had not. It never has.
Bert Bishop,58"Bn, 6The Hell, the Humour

Wonderful times we had, but underlying all was an indefinable sadness. The battalitatheuand our
mother of unforgettable years, was drifting to pieces. The links that connected us with the unforgotten dead
seemed to be snapping one by one. As each draft left, mateships were sundered, too often never to be
renewed in the stress andrfie demands of civilian life.

Four and a half years after | left Australia, | again stood by the rail of a transport, steaming out of
Pl ymout h, with men who were strangers to me &

| stood watching as night closed over the coasts of England. Againgtahemists of distance
showed welremembered faces in an endless gallery. Those who marched beside us a while and died that
our people might live.

They died but did not fail. We who were left must yet fight on.

Slowly, very slowly, night and distancéosed over the English shores.

Strongly our ship lunged towards the Southern Seas.

George Mitchell, 48'Bn, 6Backs to t |

Left: Tilbury, England, c1919. A troopship leaving the
dock tocommence the journey home fougtralian
personnel omoard.

AWM H01365B.

I
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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Lieutenant Charles Edye Manning, AN&MEF/24" Battalion AIF
Greg Knight, Kareela.

Lieutenant Charles Edye Manning (Barrister at Law) embarked on the HMABerrima with the

AN& MEF convoy from Sydney on 19 August 1914. On 12 September, he was appointed as Judge Advocate
General of the Military occupation of German New Guinea in Raba@ldignel William Holmes. His role

was to fié act as Judge o bdicial hre otli@odutesoydinarilg cadiedtowt byc a r r
the Bezirksrichte{District Judge] and thBezirksgerichf Di st ri ct Court] . o

~ T NS e -

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL ' H15065
Above: Outdoor group portrait of officers of the Rabaul Garrison of the Australian Naval and Military
Expeditionary Force. Alexcept two went on to serve overseas with the M&or (thenCaptain) Charles

Edye Manningis sitting at right. AWMH15065.

Colonel Holmes had retainederr Gustav Weber, the Bezirksrichterat Rabaul, from who Manning
initially received valuable help innderstanding German substantive law. But in December, Weber resigned
his position in protest against the public flogging of the German settlers implicated in the assault of
missionary Cox, leaving Manning at a distinct disadvantage in German judiciarsnat

Manning was keen to leave Rabaul and New Guinea and as soon as Holmes had appointed a
successor , Manning returned to Aust Lieutenaat Colooneh 4 A|
SS Mackenzie the author ofVolume X &6 The Of fof Austlia in kthe $Varomf 19148: The
Australians at Rabaul 0.

Manning embarked on HMAEuripides (A14) on 10 May 1915 with the Z4Battalion AIF and
landed at Gallipoli with the 24on 6 September, 1915. He was promoted to the rank of major on %®ctob
The battalion occupied trenches at Whitebs Val |l
November and admitted to hospital with Acontusi or
burial caused by Turkish artillery bombardment. #Was evacuated to Malta on HSarapara on 7
December, and after treatment rejoined th&Rttalion at Tekel-Kebir.

The28'Battalion di sembarked at Marseill es, Fran
training per i aboutavwkilométresasbuthoebst af Steewerck)anning acted as 94
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Battalion CO whileLieutenant Colonel Watsonwas on leave in England from 4 to 15 May. Afkéajor
General Gellibrand was wounded (31 May), Watson assumed command of'tigrigade and Manning
was again temporally in command of thé" Battalion.

During the battle at Pozieres Heights, on the night alugust 1916 the battalion withdrew to a
bivouac site at Tara Hill (which is roughly between Albert and Pozieres)sitthecame under a heavy
German artillery bombardment and a shell landed in a trench occupied by"tiBatdlion HQ, killing
Major CE Manning (2IC)Captain WH Tutnall (Adjutant),Lieutenant JBN Carvick (Assistant Adjutant)
andCaptain HFH Plant (Medical Officer) where they were sleeping. The commanding officer, Lieutenant
Col onel R Watson was rescued Ain a state of coll a

Manning was buried at Becourt Military Cemetery (Grave Ref 1.V.2) which is two kilometres east of
Albert on the Becourflbert Raad.

Hi s posthumous mention in Sir Douglas Haigbs ¢

Major Charles Edye Manning. Throughout the operations of [61& Brigade in France and

Gallipoli, Major Manning proved himself a most reliable and valeabfficer whose steadfast

devotion to duty was as conspicuous as his cheerful gallantry in action. His death in action, after

holding temporary command of his Battalion, is a severe loss to the Brigade.

References and Acknowledgments

Mackenzie SSGThe Official History of Australia in the War of 19148, Vol X, The Australians at Rabdul
Bean CEW@The Official History of Australia in the War of 1948, Vol Ill, The Australian Imperial Force
in France, 191&

National Archives of Ausalia, WWI Service Recordsyww.naa.gov.au

Australian War Memorial, WWI 22Battalion diary.

The Pearce brothers
Stephen Brooks, Barooga.

Private 5745 StanleyGarrett Pearce, 5" Battalion AIF, was killed at the age of 22 on 20 August 1916. He

was the son of Richard and Ester Pearce, born at Buninyong near Ballarat, Victoria, and attended Garibaldi
State School. He was one of four brothers killed in action: one killed at Gallgai died of Gallipoli
wounds in Egypt; one killed at Mouquet Farm and one killed with the Camel Corps near Jerusalem in 1918.
All were born in the Ballarat district.

Corporal 2/1762 Herbert Pearceenlisted in the Auckland Regiment, NZEF, and died infEgn
17 August 1915 from wounds received at Gallipoli, aged 25. He is buried in the Chatby War Memorial
Cemetery, Alexandria.

Private 2184 Richard Henry Pearce 15" Battalion AIF, was killed in action at Gallipoli during the
Battle for Hill 60 on 27 Augst 1915, aged 39.

Trooper 488 Carl Pearce 1 Australian Battalion Imperial
Camel Corps, was killed in action in Jordan on 30 March 1918, age 27
fought through the entire Gallipoli campaign with thé& Béttalion AlF. '

During 1917 wrot€ta thé A5 tryd te hager Car
sent home, and he would have been had they acted faster. In April
General Birdwood himself gave permission for Carl to be sent home|
to the fact his three brothers had been killed. However, Carl was kilked|
before salvation arrived a fact then unknown to General Birdwood.
[Right: Trooper Carl Pearce. AWM P07095.003.] :

Only Herbert has a grave; the other three are remembered ol
Lone Pine, VillersBretonneux and Jerusalem Memorials. A

Richard was the oldebtotherat 39 years of age and left a wido\ #
and four children. Herbert was also married and left a widow.

A fifth brother, Private 826 Edward James Pearce 51
Battalion, enlisted in Tasmania, originally in thé® 3ight Horse
Regment, and served though Gallipoli with this unit until evacuated s
with enteric at the end of the campaign. He was wounded twice mo IS==g
France with the 51 Battalion, and when General Birdwood found out
Edward was the only survivor of the five brathiehe was sent back to Australia.
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Football team identified
Graeme Hosken, Dubbo.

.J‘A N .

~

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL ‘ » - AD3387

Member Paul Stenhousee-mailed a blurry photograph of a sporting team containing his grandfather,
Sergeant James Stenhouse, B®Battalion, seated left in the middle row. Paul was hoping that someone
could identify the name of the team and any other members. The photograph was posted on the FFFAIF
Facebook Group wall and it did not take long befommberStephen Brookslocated the origingbhoto on
the AWM website §bove A03387].
It turns out that the photograph is of tiéCommand Depot Rugby Union Teanof 1918. Better
still, the AWM websitenamed all those in the photo:
Back row, left to right: Private (Pte)3376 EH Stephens, 33Battalion Pte B] Marmey, 4% Bn; Pte E
Brown, 13" Bn; Sergean130DV Moss, 3% Bn, Honorary Secretary; Bombardi#0064CG Maunders3™
FAB, captain; ®| EW Elliott, 20" Bn; Cpl 245 A Gray, 3% Bn; Sgt3038 William Drummond, 5% Bn.
Second row Sgt 1256J Stenhouse, $58n; Pte J Rowlands,"8Trench Mortar Battery; Cpl E Shike, %1
Bn; Lieutenant Colonel \W Mansbridge DSO, 44Bn; DSM McCarthy, 6" Bn; Sgt1304J Stubbings, 17
Bn; Sgt3955L Webb, 49 Bn; Pte J Darling, 35Bn.
Front row: Sgt2435MS Eaton, 4' Pioneers; Company Sergeant Maj§d26JH Gummow, 28 Bn; Driver
J Wallace, 38 Battery.
The Premiers team played twelve matches, lost one, scored 131 points for, with twenty eight points
against.
Endnote: Some of the above namdo not appear to be on the nominal roll, so accuracy cannot be ensured.

redit r

Al most every regiment has c¢cl aimed the ¢ f o
AfCaptured b

of inscriptions have been written on the monster in chalk. The latestone e a d s :
assisted by the WAACs. 0
The 24 Battalion Journalcontributed by Margaret Clark

1%
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The Turner and Benham brothers, Drysdale men in the AIF
Stephen G Ager, CSIg8t Leonards, Vic.

Unselfishly, you left your fathers and youothers. You left behind your sisters and your brothers.
Leaving your beloved children and wives, You put on hold, your driegmg lives.
On foreign soil, you found yourself planted. To fight for those whose freedom you gtanted.
Without your sacrificetheir cause would be lost. But you carried onward, no matter the cost.
Many horrors you had endured and seen. Many faces had haunted your dYeancbeered as your
enemies littered the grounygou cried as your brothers fell all around.
When it was overyou all came back home, some were left with memories to face all alone.
Some found themselves in the company of friends, as their crosses cast shadows across the land.
Those who survived were forever scarred. Emotionally, physically, permanently rGarred.
Thosewmo di d not n ongathstHe greupd treey had givenithkiylives to keep free.
With a hand upon my heart, | feel the pride and respect; my reverence is raneledears that now
stream down my upturned face, as our flag waves ajpmyein her glory and grac&
Freedom was the gift that you unselfishly gave. Pain and death was the price that you ultimatély paid.
Every day, | give my utmost admiration to those who had fought to defend our*hation.

Another local memorial reveals twaets of brothers from a
once small farming/lighindustrial community. Displaying
only those mends names from t
WWI, the Turner and Benham brothers would have been a
sudden and great loss to the community of which they were
part.

The following is my interpretation of the Tuner and
Benham brother s, Drysdal e me n
service in the 1 AIF.

Left: The names on the Drysdale memorial in Victdfia.

Private 3650 Leopold Turner was the son of Ernest and
Sarah OMinni e éborm Austealian and\farnma t u r
labourer, described as a frefsha ¢ e d | 56510 tall,
a haltyearold, he enlisted o 4 August 1915 with his
parensd permission. With 12 months of training frorhet
68" Regiment Militia under his belt, Leopold was initially
drafted into the 8 Reinforcements to the $Battalion. On
arrival in the Middle East he was transferred to th& 58
Battalion in March, 1916. He was further transferred to the

= 5™ Division Artillery and reallocated as a driver within the
5™ Divisional Artillery Column (DAC), with effect 6 June 1916. Leoppibceeded to France on 20 June
and was appointed a driver on 13 February, replabiriger 1392 John Albert Harrell who had been
killed in actionon 4 February

In his short term of appointments, Leopold was quickly picked up in the expansion the AlIF was

undergoing while in the Middle East after the evacuation from Gallipoli. His movements did not stop when
posted in France. He was fiuer transferred from thé"®AC into the 14 Field Artillery Brigade (FAB) on
3 December 1917 and further onto thé"58\B on 7 December 1917. Just this quick snapshot of his service
shows that, without doubt, the men who made up the AIF were trugbleapf vast quantities of military
training. For Leopold, between 1915 to 1917, he had been put through initial recruit training, sent to the
Middle East and trained as an infantryman, transferred to the artillery, possibly commenced training as a
gunnerthen allocated as a driver and then reallocated as a driver at brigade level. A true example of the old
saying: O06The needs of the service are al ways take

% Anonymous- http://www.angelfire.com/ct/deerwhasisoldierpoem.html.
2" Photoby the author
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Unfortunately, following a short period of leave in the UK, Leopold Turnest dfewounds received on 24
April 1918, due to a gunshot wound to the head that fractured his skull. He is buried and remembered with
honour in the Querrieu British War Cemetery, Row B, Grave 34.

35852 Stanley Gordon Turner Leop®i/ |
brother, and a 26ear old farmer on enlistment.
had been previously rejected for AIF service di*
to his teeth. The military experience notated «
his application indicated rifle shooting with hi<
local and State rifle club.
On reapplication on 17 February 1917
Stanley wa accepted and drafted to the™2g, :
Reinforcements for the Field Artillery in Marck'$
1917. On completion of training, Gunner Turng
was dispatched to the Middle East, arriving ¢
12 December 1917. Stanley soon thereaf:
contracted an illnes&erebrespinal meningitis) 2
and died on 6 January 190ile admitted to the F=e
Government Hospital, Suez, Egypt. He is burigsusiw }
and remembered with honour in the Suez War Memorial Cemetery, Row A, GrivAbve: The horse
lines of the 112 Howitzer Battery, 12 Brigade, Australian Field Artillery. AWM E02290.

T
E02290

1436A Frederick Reuben Benham, son of Mary Ann and James Benham, enlisted into the AIF originally
as a |light horseman and wa § LightHorserRegiment ent2 daauary 1906. i n
After a short stay in hospital with a case of the mumps, on 11 March 1916ci€kendas transferred to the
2" DAC and was deployed to France on 20 March 1916. In June of that year, he was further transferred to
10" FAB and posted as a gun number (&mjiman) to the 10Battery as a gunner.

Between December 1916 and April 1917, dusufberinga fractured foot, Frediek was transferred
to England to recuperate and returned to France on 20 June 1917. On arrival he was taken on strength as a
private into the ¥ Battalion AIF (possibly to serve with another brother). With a few more visits to hospital
due to bronchitis and dysentery, he was further temporarily attached for duty with the 177 Tunnelling
Company Royal Engineers, returning to tHeBattalion in March 1918.

Fredeick was killed in action on 27 April 1918. He is remembered with honour at the Borre British
Cemetery, grave reference |, Row B, Grav&.20

Once again the ability of these men to be trained and employed in several roigstitkir service
is evident. To commence as a trooper, go on as a driver and then gunner in the artillery and end as a private
in the infantry, with some engineer work thrown in, shows how flexible and diverse the Australian Digger
could be.

2542 RaymondAlfred Benham, a 19 year old farmer, enlisted on 11 May 1916. After completing initial
training he was allocated to the™Battalion AIF, arriving in France on 22 December 1916 and taken on
strength of the 46on 27 January 1917. Reported as missing in action on 11 April 1917, he was further
classified as KIA as a result of a Court of Inquiry held by his CO on 26 November, 1917."TBatt8ion

was involved in the operations in the vicinity of Bullecourtaree, when Raymond was killed.
Unfortunately, Raymondbés final resting place was
on the Australian National Memorial, VilleBretonneux, France.

As a side not e, both Ragmbhdabk Wad Beotvhpaensie ddE:
residence in the same package on 16 November’1922n only imagine the pain and suffering reignited in

their family when this event took place. The bright part of the story would have to be brthiivdr,3690

Herman Claude Benham who also enlisted but survived the war. Enlisting on 13 August 1915, he was
allocated to the 8BBattalion and later transferred to th® &d then the 7 Battalion, as was his brother

2 Turner Personal File NAA.

2 CWGC Register.

30 CWGC Register.

31 Letter contained on Personal file.
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Stanley. This may have been ttetalyst for Stanley to request transfer from the artillery to serve with his
brother. Herman was given permission to enlist by his parents, who at this time now had three sons under
ar ms. I nterestingly, the name mostdkelynasmadesuit o theantd s s e d
German sentiments at that time. Being wounded (slight and remained on duty) in August 1916 and after
again being wounded (gunshot wound, left leg) on 4 October dHrbodseinde RidgeHerman remained
in the UK postedo AIF Headquarters, London, for the remainder of his tenure. Whether his posting was as a
result of his wound or that the fact that two brothers had already paid the supreme sacrifice is not known.
Herman was repatriated to th® Blilitary District ard discharged from the AIF on 25 March 1919.
According to military records Herman passed on 2 June 1961.
The Benham brothersdé parents | ay at rest in th
Lest We Forget.

A visit to the Western Front
Louise ComanCarselding recently led a group dfer school students on a Mat McLachlan tour of the
Western Front battlefields and Paris. She has provided these photos taken on her trip.

Clockwise from top
left: Louise and two
students of Aviation
High, Qld, had the
honour of laying a
wreath at Menin
Gate; The village of
Hamel; the grave of
Loui gread sincle
L/Cpl 482 James
Gavin 31" Bn, 5"
Div AIF, KIA at
Fromelles; the tour
group at VB School;
the graves of the
Clayton brothers at
Noreuil (both killed
on 12 April 1917).
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Provos and swords
Trevor Munro, Dubbo.

Not being a regular reader of Great War for ums, I
the AIF. | have seen various snippets over the years in relation to the light horse and some New Zealand
mounted units carrying swords at variousggmHowever, | have collected several articles and photos about
members of thénzac (later Australian) Provost Corpscarrying swords for various ceremonial purposes

and it would seem, early in the war, while on prisoner escorts.

The photo at left comes
from the collection of
Sergeant 438 Edward
( Tedd )McCristal. Ted
(arrowed) is one of the
dismounted guards at the
head of the column. The
mounted  troops are
probably mostly MMP
(some armbands are
clearly visible). The lead
mounted figure in the
middle of this image is
most likely a provost
officer; the others men
from the corps. All appear
to have sword scabbards
hanging to the left of their
mounts and most appear

to have their swords at the carry in their right hands.

Obviously, all officers were enkitd to (and were issued with) swords at times for their various
duties, but so too apparently were military police for special events. The photo below Bdrpanal 829
JmBrazeldbs coll ection. The i mage i s o fouldhavabeen taksnen f a
either Egypt or France.

Jim was a member of th q

wears puttees rather than Iegglngs J 7 “
clearly has a sword by his side. Perhaps ¥
was to be part of the ceremonial escd %
described bysergeart Major 339 George
Ernest Boyd Klllworth [see page35] or

Etaples depot were mounted in such - i .
fashion to carry out their duties. The pho{ =5
is more likely to be from Egypt as anoth
phot o i n tdnishowsa gmooplof
Australian Military Police mounted on
mainly grey horses in the desert. -
Recently | came upon a wonderfu™
image [AWM DO00500] that shows a grou|
of military policemen forming an arch
during the wedding otieutenant Frank
Craig (alsoknown as Colin) and his bride
Constance 6 Na.n(¥eg, &she
was the daughter of General Birdwood.)
The couple had met in Englan e & : . &
during 1916. Frank was from Wester e + = iy =
Australia, but had joined the Royal Flyin

J
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Corps in England. His plane was fodcgown in France in April 1917 and he then spent several years as a
prisoner of war in Germany. The couple married in London in early March 1919.

AWM image D00504 helow] shows the group of thirty military policemen awaiting the wedding. No officer
appers to be with the group, so apparently the warrant officer on the lefe gfhtbto was in immediate
charge (pssibly their officer may be have been getting a briefing or similar at the time the photo was taken
The men are all standing at ease withrtheis wor ds 6at the sl oped as they
immaculately turned out and, interestingly, all are wearing a white ceremonial belt, which would not be out
of place on a military policeman of any era.

The men are all decked out highly-polished Rising Sun badges and the
distinctive Provost Corps shoulder titles (the corps retained their use rathel
adopting a colour patch). Some of the men still wear their original unit co{’

patches, and many o fshowirg d%145 seraioe.eThet *
bulk of the men are not displaying any colour patches on their tunics, whi
typical of military police from late in the war.
Al t hough only just visible in the photos, ma |
cevrons on their right | ower sl eeve. Visible on s

reward system that the AlIF adopted for a time.
As a passionate researcher of WWI Military Police | obviously love these images. The 1919 photo
shows the level of professionalism that the corps had reached towards the end of the war.
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Endnotes (1) Below left: a letterby Stafer geant Maj or Kill worth, APC,
swords to juggle with in our cavalry regiment, 155 strong,dhly Australians to possess swords in Al
Forceso. (2) Centre: a second |l etter from Kill wor
6first occasion on which Australian soldierim have
place of the more accustomed rifle, but the Anzacs this morning showed howaedsimartly they have
adapted themsel ves t o -upoktheNEWinthergmupldholo@agph. Ri ght : a

Sergeant-Major Killworth, Anzane Provost Corps, ’
Writing to 8. J. Eades, of A,M, Corps, who has LR 7 RPN
just nnlleg per Oriontlin'or b Mnlwn,"rJ Staff-Ser- Staﬁ-Squeant Major Killworth, of the An-
geant Major Killworth = says:—“ Have just zac Porvost Corps, forwards n clipping to his
heard you have enlisted, Congratulations. I| |Parents from .an Jgyptian paper concerning
have hed close on two yearn—quite sufficient for| |the’ celebration of King's Birthday in Ab-
this place (Egypt). I<am losing all adispose, it din Square, Calro, whici s interesting, more
being rather hot, but am thankful I shall be out| | particularly heecnuse of its reference.to the
of itin a few days, I don't: think you fellows| | Australlans, Some 3000 troaps participated,
will touch here at all, and thank your luoky| [and at 7 o'elock n Royal salute of 21 guns
ﬁ:}i.?;zﬁ:';lilt:veu;'o‘llgtyogzlozz%n di%l(‘::r"e\\";ﬁo% m‘é was fired from the ecltadel by n battery of
o) S . » “ o

will take that outolg you if you do land l,fgrr:a. ’,;f,‘,’,';"g, ?;,OE'H ‘;:m:%?fl?in.m,gﬂ c;gc;o:ctnf_o M :’Rg
‘We have big long swords to juggle with in our = " 3
cavalry regimont, 155 strong, tho only Austra-| (LCPOTt states, "was furnished hy that splen-
lians to possess awoids in A.J. Forces, Norm did bhody of men, the Anzac Provost Corps,
Proctor is hera with -mne. - Kind regards to all| |and it Is doubtful whether a finer looking
from your old pal.. 339, A, Squadron, Anzac lot of horsemen cver trotted. through the
Provost Corps, - Abbassin, Staff Sergeant-Major| |#treets of Calro. It is worthy ‘of note that
Killworth." ‘ pi this is the flrst occasion on which Australlan

o

soldlers«have ever tnken part in such n fune-
tion armed with the sword in place of the
more ‘accustomed rifle, but the Anzacs this
morning showed how easily and smartly
they ‘hn\'c adapted themselves. to the new
arm,’ :

\

(4) Trevor would like to hedrom any members who have further knowledge of
wearing of swords by members of the AlF. He can be contacted via the Editor.

The APM 1 a brilliant analysis
fCenturiondSakoahd 1f1Bé&8

An APM has more acquaintances and fewer friends t
know everyone wisely, but not to know anyone too well. He should never accept hospitality, and rarely offer
it, unless it be a ldging for the night. Ihe offers you this form of entertainment, you cannot refuse. He has
to know all about etiquette; if he asks an Officer for his name and regiment he must be careful to have his
armlet on, and i f he enteequal carefd tb hawerit ofA Hvbbauld km@waat h €
|l ady when he sees one. He may ask an Officer for

He should never swear, except at a couwattial, and then not profanely. It is never safe to ask h
the way, as he is naturally suspicious, and may think you know it but cannot walk it. The fact that he is called
the Assistant Provost Marshal does not mean that he is meant to assist Officers home, though he sometimes
offers to do so. When he does tHa¢ sure you ask for a Medical Officer as soon as you get there, and say
you donodét feel at all well

The APM has few equals and no superiors. He can ask any Office
likes to go for a walk with him, though it is a mistake to suppose it i
compliment,and it is unwise to refuse. He is privileged to attend executic
which he does with a pocket handkerchief, not for blowing his nose. He is
fond of exercise. He takes other
distrust of human nature, but e seldom indignant and never surprised. It
very difficult to make him see a jokeespecially a practical one. His manne
are indeed more subdued than jovial; he will sometimes touch an Officer o
shoulder, but he rarely claps him on the back. isldond of frequenting
estaminets, especially after 8pm, but this does not mean that he has cor |
tastes. He has the insatiable curiosity of a child without its ingenuousnes: |
curiosity lacks charm. From all of this it will be gathered that an A&Kough
invariably a man of parts, is usually more feared than loved.

He is a lonely man. —_—
Source Author unknownd Saxon Sentinel 6, producc.ce o... e a0, 7
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Lieutenant John Robert Lee, 24" & 215 Battalions
Margo Piggott, Gilgandra.

John Robert Lee was the Methodist minister in Gilgandra in 1Hr811914. He was transferred to another
Methodist Circuit but was not happy there, so had returned to Gilgandra in 1914 to take up sharefarming on
O0Eul ongabé, five miles out of town.

He enlisted in Gilgandra db October 191%nd joined theéCoo-ee Marcidto Sydney. This was the
first of the many recruiting marches organised in New South Wales. Gilgandra local plumber and rifle club
member William T Hitchen (&Captain Bil) proposed aoute march from Gilgandra to Sydneypllecting
volunteers at every town, where there would be a demonstrationui@ seore recruits. Despite themyd s
disinterestBill Hitchen went ahead with the help of Mr A Miller, a hairdresser of Gilgandracastaey.

LieutenahLee served as the Cem$chaplain and their leading speaker, as he was a skilled.orator
Thirty-five men left Gilgandra on Sunday0 October1915 to march to Sydney through Dubbo, Molong
Orange, Bathurst, Lithgow and over the untains through Katoomba, Penrith, Parramatta, Burwood,
Ashfield and then the city of Sydney. They arrived with 265 recruits and it was the most successful of all the
recruiting marches that followed.

After four months of training at the Liverpool cainmost of the Coaes embarked on 8 March
1916 on theStar of Englandor Egypt where some stayed with the™Battalion, while others joined the
45" Battalion[both 4" Division units]. All served in France.

John Robert Lee was 30 years old whenméda st ed at Gil gandr astore@d wa s
pounds, withdark complexion, blue eyes and dark hair. His mother was listédsamext of kin, Mrs J
SandersOliver Ford, Conrett, Durham, UK.

John was born in Lancastddurham on 19 October1885, to coalminer James Lee and Jessie
Watson. He was educated at public schools in Leadgate and Durham before attending Cliff College in
Sheffield. He worked as a wateorks engineer for ten years and became a Methodist minister before
coming to Australia in 1910, preaching at Yanco and Gilgandra.

When he marched off with the Cees he had left the farm with 350 acres of ripening wheat. When
the wheat was ripe, hisiglbours moved in with 16 harvesters and horse teams and took it off, whilst others
sewed the bags and cartdw twheat to the silos for John. [SouréeWwh er e Two or Three
Toget her 6, Hi st o anyMethddist énid UnitiagrCturchy Bettg Battieyy

Second Lieutenaniohn Lee[right] embarked
from Sydney with the 2% Battalion on 30 October,
1916, on théArgylishireand disembarked at Devonpor
on 10 January1917.(He hadstayed behind in Sydney
to attend amfficersdcourse.)

On 14 January 1917John Lee marched ito
Larkhill. Following a perd of training he left from
Tidworth, England, to Etaples, France and was taken
strengthon 23 March 1917. Thebattalionhadlittle rest
during the bleak winter of 191867, alternating between
the Font and ldouring tasks. When patrolling o\
mands | and, t 'hRattalipeadopted a
unique form of snow camouflagelarge white nighties
bought in Amiens.

Early in April 1917 Leewas transferred tthe
21 Battalion and was promoted tdieutenant on 17
May, 1917.

In early May 1917, the 21Battalion fought at
Bullecourt, and then in October participated intthee
kilometre advance that captured Broodseinde Rid
east of Ypres. Like the rest of the AtRe battalim saw
out the year recuperating from the trials of the Ypr
sector.

From 3 to 9 September 191 7John went tca
Lewis gun shool. He vas on leave in England from 26
October until3 November 1917. Unfortunately, shortly after he returned from leave headanitted to the
2" General Hospital at Boulogmeith a problem with his knee.

DIGGER 36 Issue 47



On 30 November 1917 he wasamsferred on the hospital st Davidto the 3' London General
Hospital with adislocationto hisright knee

By 12 March 1918, John wasratc k o f f strength because amf a @
embarked for Australia on theenilworth Castle He left Durban or23 April 1918 and Cape dwn on 2
May 1918 on theKanowna disembarkng at Sydney on24 May 1918 His appointmenin the AIF was
terminated or22 June 1918.

After he returned to AustraliaJohn Leeworked in a recruiting depot until demobdd in
September, but remained on the reserve of officers list. He worked at Liverpool Camp, where he received
and lectured recruits, and then afterward he was appointed to Kogarah and Hurstville Citizen Military Force
(CMF) with thelight horse andctadets.

On 28 February 19200ohn Robert Ledright] married Gladys Irene
Dickinson; the couplénad nochildren. In 1920 Lee was elected to the NS
Legislative Assembly as the Nationalist member fortaBy. Following the
abolition of proportional representation 1927 he was electeMlember for
Drummoyne.Lee was Nationalist Whip from 1922 to 1927 and Minisfer
Justice from 1927 to 1930n 11931 he joined the United Australia Party. Fro
1934 to 1937 he was also an alderman at Drummoyne, serving as maga6in
He left the Assembly in 1941, and from 1940 to 1943 served again in the
assising with recruiting and seiug as a staff captain with the Citizen Militar
Forces From 1944 to 1945 he was a taip attached tdhe United States Army
[source: Wikpedia].

John Robert Lee diedn 2 November 1957 at Pymble. His wife survive

him.
He is commemorated in the Gilgandra Heritage Centre, thee€o
Memorial Gateway, and the Gilgandra Uniting Church

A Message to the Men of the Third Australian Division

Major General John Monash, November 1916
Contributed by Rod Carpenter, Callala Bay.

6You are about to embark for France i nkimsmed,evho t o t
in Gallipoli and France, by their valour and endurance, have made Australia famous throughout the world.
6ln the name of our Commonwealth, I cal l upon

lies ahead, you will endeavour to diaplthe highest qualities of sedacrifice, discipline, devotion to duty,
and selfrestraint, under all temptations; in order that the reputation you are to earn may rank second to none.

6You have undergone traini ng thewgondud ef a digciplised o f n
soldiery. Remember to apply everything that you have learned at all times, and in all places; for on the
manner in which you do this you will be judged.

OWhil e your future renown wi kslyoureosrage iothe facé of y u
the enemy, and your perseverance under hardships, it will depend also on your soldierly behaviour, whether
on or off duty, your prompt obedience, your respect for your military superiors, your smartness of
appearance and bwgg, and, particularly, your regard for the welfare and
property of the women and children of France whose-folknare away from
their homes helping us to fight our common enemy.

6Keep in mind the crimes of that e
andhumanity, and be determined, now that the opportunity for which you have
waited so long has come at last, to work and to fight with all the strength and all

A

the skildl of which you are capable. o

Endnote: Rod says that these messages were placed dnside cover of the
pay books of 8 Division men in November 1916, just before the division moved
from training in England to the Western Front. On 7 June 1917, tvBsion
would go into their first major battle at Messines.

Left: Portrait of Lieuenant General Sir John Monash, circa 1918.

AWM A02697.
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Narrative by 2716 Corporal Len Jones, 3" Battalion AIF, Part 9
Transcribed and contributed by Phillip and Ma«@hristine Mannell, St Andrews.

Although | knew that | was getting near Bliglityur | ough again | didndot expec:
time and so Captain HowieChptain 2444 Clarence Malcolm Howig¢ sai d, ACorpor al
[Sergeant 294 Alexander Sawers McKenzi€deG] and yourself have been carrying buckshee stripes too
long.I't i snét right that men should do a job indefin
6Macdé was made sergeant and myself corporal. A

the sergeant [unknown] left for furlough and taking sick, had not returnetisAsént back some months, it

meant an extra wad in the pay book. | thanked the adjutant, naturally. It was decent of him. It showed me that

the 6headsd6 were fully alive even to things as sm
And so, with another HQ chap, | made for the QM est@way back near Locre [Loker, Belgium].

We intended to stay a night here but the place was a quagmire. Doug Qaklégrfant 360 Douglas

Gordon Oakley MC] , t he QM, advised, AYou chaps push on t
thisaddresasnd here is a drop of rum to help you up tha
This drop helped to fild]l up an Enodés bottl e |

was a long, wet trudge uphill to Bailleul, but what mattered was that we were going to Blightyotlibe
was half empty by the time we staggered up to Bai
being had by all 6.
There was an aerodrome, nearby, that was being visite("
Gothas [German bomberight, AWM P00826.174].

We made for te house, on the advice of Doug. One of tl
old, tall, lacemaking houses. Two elderly ladies answered the dc
| explained the reason of our call, a bed for the night. They couldaEEE:
feed us, but there were cafes near. We dumped our gear and £
feed (torse steak and eggs). The horse was not bad, rather swee
darker than beef. Back to our possy. 3T e

Our bedroom was right on top. A fine Froggy bed wit
board sides, curtains etc. Madame insisted that we placed our* .
muddy, lousy clothes out in the pags. She was emphatic that they would be OK.

AAfraid of getting |l ousy bedso, said my compan

I had other ideas. So, in absolute birthday suits, we slept well. In the morning, our clothes, all of
them were there: clean, dry, free of lice and ironed. | should think they had made a night of it and all for one
franc. Ma dame 6 s e ysofgharkd andl thgste@ ah fivea ranasy wor d

We had a feed, boarded the train and after quite a good trip, we reached Boulogne. Quite a fresh
clean place.

We could see the Channel and in no time we were tossing to a heavy sea. Two destroyers were
handy,half-hidden in a smother of green seas. Quite a different trip across to the last one from Le Havre.

No waiting at Folkestone either, straight through to London but a longer wait at HQ. Men were not
allowed to leave without good clothes, a lecture, ahelcalipment had to be left there.

| sent a wire home and eventually arrived there. | spent my furlough in a similar fashion to my other
one, O6knocking about homed, enjoying the countrys
but hisdevob n was amazi ng. Simply would not |l eave me,
devoted dog (quite a mongrel terrier, rothgdired, longtailed) that ever lived. He had been spared hoping
that | would come again but then was painlessly put tdideat

| found that it was an accepted fact that Fritz was preparing for a big offensive in the spring. As if |

knew all about it [ was asked where he would pu
perhaps be weakest, where we joined thed~terd . | wasnét far out, It seeme

An aunt of mine was very angry because her son had been called up. He was earning £10 a week,
Afand al l going into saving certificateso.

There was aboutO pound a week going into their house of four people. | am afi@itd i c ked 6 h
off.

| was told | was ol der , more reserved, graver
same nowo. And, I suppose we wer e. I had noticed

So back to the boys but thisne a two day wait at Folkestone where we camped in houses by the
sea. The Channel was O0cl osedo. Then across we w

Hazebrouck. What a difference this trip, much better arrangements all around, via Barggmy.
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| located the boys at Meteren, and for some reason the section reckoned | was married. Good days
here, route marches, tactics, good evenings around the estaminet stove and good comradeship.

Mac was a good sergeant and had scrounged a bitletvined. Saw that we kept up to scratch, gave
us a good spin and with a good crowd, the section was happy.

We all seemed to realise that there would be something doing soon and many the arguments we had.
And there was some sound reasoning too. Fritz thad very great advantages over us. The absolute
cooperation between his infantry and artillery, practically absent with us in my opinion, and greatest of all,
the fact that we faced east. Although | have never heard of this enlarged upon, | do bdlieveatha very
big natur al advantage, taken ful/l use of. The O0ma
into the sun shadows, etc, but all of vital importance in warfare. Every masamiines came under the
powerful glassesfdserman observers. Sun or not, they had the ligtiteditbacks and of course the morning
rays of light are the most intense. We had visibility in the evening, but with the setting sun the result was not
comparable. Our planes could hardly see a thilgarGerman lines until they were returning.

Another surprise for me, | was detailed for Army Sig School. At long last | had my chance of getting
the 6ACK |1 6 certificate (Assistant I nstructor). C
Zuytpeene, near Cassel, Army HQ. | had good old Mac to thank for this. The other chap had taken care to
never give me a chance.

| had to go to the Doc to have my eyes tested. There was a casualty in the room. An AMC cobber
told me about it. Some of tHmys back from the estaminet had kicked over a tin of crude carbolic (kept in
the billet for disinfecting after much diluting) over the straw. This chap came off guard and sat down on it to
get undressed. It burned right through his clothes and attackdkksh. He certainly was a rotten sight and
listed as SIW too (self inflicted wound)! Of course he would be cleared. Practically all injuries in the back
area now came under this heading. Mac did later on by cutting his foot bathing in a pond wheschaitice
potted at bottles.

So away | went. The b owaslucky.droekSey Schdolomas irbaypod spbt B a r
and quite a 6permanentd camp. With Nissen hut s,
from each unit in the Allender Army Command. They separated us out, about three per hut. | cobbered with
an AIF gunner with polished badges and buttons (a factwaeth recording). On my left was a man from
the Tyne. To this day I coul d Inrealisedr as navat befoetti@en d h
dialects of England. It was rather serious actually, taking down a message from them.

It was a good school and also good tucker.

| put all that | knew into it. Too much time was spent on stuff that did not touch active service
conditions. | was hoping to get welérsed in enemy phones, etc and actually broached the subject, but no, it
was not on the subject and could not be broughiThey carried on just as they always had done with all the
ot her cour ses. We had field exercises and |l earne
wireless sets, dogs, pigeons and lots of new methods. There was a great deal ait stofflthnever be of
use to a battalion signaller, but as they had to cater for all, it had to be assimilated.

| was picked for a soccer competition and acquitted myself well. We had some hard games and won
the final, for which we received a recreationdake We had leave into Cassel, which place, being Army HQ,
was very quiet and select. | had some good times with two Tommy sergeants, a Devon and a Worcester, fine
fellows.

We had our exams and all done in schoolroom fashion: maps, theory, wiringd ébeanall of the
practical work. | felt very satisfied with my efforts. Sometime after, | received mgektificate There
remained several days of intensive training.

One night in March | went into Cassel and enjoyed a quiet time in an estamin&t.\vigre half a
dozen Army HQ men there. Presently a corporal came in and called them out. As he turned to go out he
looked at me and came across.

ASurely your name is Jones?0
fiYeso, | sai d, Aquite right. o
ACould hardly beli evei arlyl yeyiers,h toh ehte ureipfladrend., DOce syce
6Ginger 6, of my old school days. I sat next to hi
few remarks he told me why.

iwe are all of f in a Hel |Huonf gae thsurtrhye rfeorf i Quser
back, Hell! AThe Hun has smashed through the Fift
get your gear together, you wonot be at Zuytpeen

unbelieving.
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He went on, il suppose everyone wil/ know soort

al | the Aussies are on the move south. ltbés serio
a handshake, away he rushed.
Cripes, | thoug t hereds a mess. Better go to camp, at

School there came the faint but unmistakeable thud of gunfire. In the night air it sounded like someone
thumping a very slack muffled drum. When | reached my possy llygiet my gear down, saw to buckles,

fixed my pack and 6got ready to movebd. Surpri sing
bought some tinned stuff.

My gunner mate came i n, saw my stuff timelyét, r ead
another week to go.0 So we went to a cosy Ilittle
It rid me of a bit of the blues. One of the Tommies had a banjo and sang Cockney ditties by the score. His
favourite wapqgl Y¥WOhuvwer auged yt o mi ked. We buzzed

It must have been 3am when there came a heavy
out and be ready to join your units. Go down to the QM and draw 48 hours rations andnbalu ni t i on o .

A sl eepy voice replied, AOh, go away and sl eep

The outside voice simply said, iAny man not r
dealt with. o We coul drhitse@aduallyjthe boyoreaksedrthgt therp was mogokep t h
no joke at all and then what a scurry.

Sai d myYomkanteew, sfomet hing | ast night. No wonder
Aknew 6nuffinéd. o

Down to the Quartermaster, a bit of breakfand off for Bavinchove Station. Lorry after lorry was
on the move down the road. So, it was the big attack and mighty successful, too. Yet, in spite of the critical
time, the dislocation of traffic and the big movement of troops, we eventually entfansdmewhere
south. What a journey, we were shunted to sidings and left for hours. Back again and along another route. At
one place we picked up a jumbled crowd of Aussies, among them being Lieutenant Shiellnint
3130 Eric Ralph Shelley MG and,glory be, Sergeant Joe Wegé&uofporal 2101 Ernest Charles Wegér
and about 50 new men for tB8 Battalion, just over from England.

These latter days, there were no special reinforcements for units. | think we reached the twenties and
then there camédnite 6 Gener al Reinforcement sd. I ran a pract
26" Reinforcement of the8Battalion embarked in February 1918. These men were actually fromthe 25
Reinforcement and were taken on strength ShAil, 19187 Phil.]

fJoe, where the hell did you pick up this crowd??9d
fiDonot ask me, Jonno, | 6ve been to a bomb school
Shell ey, thank heavens, was a quiet, det er mi ne

I
of order but st anadwvwhare we are goieg) exeept we arectloasint the hattalion down
sout h. o

The air seemed electric. One could feel the tenseness everywhere. Perhaps it was ourselves. It took
us days,byaroundbout way, to at | ast be dwsdp d-l@s@drdois],yal |
our old resting place after Poziéres. | knew it at @rait was full of refugees

We camped in a barn near the water mill and Lieutenant Shelley scoured the place for rations. | went
over to the old mill and after repeatedokking, the door opened an inch. It took a long time and taxed my

French to induce the old chap to open up. This ga
be, he did and in fact was still wearing my old socks. It looked as if he hadtakearthem off. With the
result that the mob tackled bully and biscuits wh

was rather meagre but good fare, mostly vegetable soup, good wheaten bread, cheese, thin wine and boiled
bacon.

Shelley was worried. Here he was, going God knows where and like
be pushed into the line at any time with Joe, myself and a crowd of m
growlers and whiners. These were always boasting of some riot or other
helped play a part in at LiverpodSW. A lot were flatfooted, longhaired and

slovenly. There was one good chap, ckshe
make good and asked all sorts of sensible questiSesg¢ant 7528 Owen
Edward McCann]. He was killed later, first day in the &n The first night, with
Hun Gothas coming over, they woul their

socked one on the jaw. Bombs fell down the road and they were around all
There was nothing much to do but keep them in order somgioght: Studio
portrait of 7528 Sergeant Owen Edward McCarthBattalion of Granville, NSW.
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A soldier prior to enlisting, he embarked from Sydney aboard HMAfpideson 31 October 1917. He was
wounded in action at Strazeele, France, on 20 June 1918, and died dvimtime 2 Australian Casualty
Clearing Station on 30 June 1918, aged 24. He is buried in the Longuenesse (St Omer) Souvenir Cemetery,
France. AWM P08624.188.]

We quite expected to go into action but after a day or so we entrained and heddeghdley told
us that the 3 Division had been rushed back again. Something doing up there, eh! What a journey. We
passed through St Pol [Saipblsur-Mer] all bashed about. Pulled up as about six bombers came along. The
train crew bolted and bombs fell about us. We just had to sit tight and listen to the hiss of falling bombs.
Heavy | umps of dirt and stuff banged on the roof
candt speak for Joe, but | had a bad attack of o6ow

After some hours, on we went by a route | had never traversed. We detrained a few miles from town,
at Aire [Aire-surla-Lys]. This was the Bethune area and we billeted here for some days. We saw some of the
Portuguese Army. We heard all about them lateaictically all one size, shape and colour. They looked
queer in British equipment, somehow.

Then on we went to country we knew better and billeted north of Ebblinghem area.

A guide came from the battalion and we eagerly absorbed news of the boysa Wvhgificent job
of work the [£f] Di vision had done. How the Hun had broke
There is no doubt at all that the old division had saved the Channel Ports and stopped the Hun dividing the
British Army at Hazebrouck, ith dire consequences. And, the line, ye gods, was at Strazeele, but that the
famous O6éBrasserie du Norddé and its beer were on
bashed about, with huge 15 inch craters all about the station. The battadiautzaf the line and most of
the division, such was the critical situation.

| was mighty glad to be back, at last | was with the boys. Home! The feeling was indescribable. If a
man had to be in this war business, let him be with the men he knew andhikmelMjoined the boys in the
Borre sector. All this area was our old stomping ground and we knew every road, hedge and farmhouse. The
boys gave me a great welcome. The boys had their tails well up.

| heard all the news. Porkyfivate 2758 Henry Nei] was a casualty, hit near the right eye; Bill
Howitt [Lance Corporal 730 William Albert Howitt ] in the arm. Good old GilRrivate 2831 George
Albert Edward Gilbert ] had a Bar on his MM for great work on the lines. The magnificent work of the
division is recoded elsewhere but very inadequately. The events down south overshadowed their work, but

without doubt, they had saved t he Pri@ttealdd7 Richar€Por t s .
Tipper] had put 50 Lewis gun O6cakeréemadkbafiYeui esun
stack 6emd, and he passed out the next day.

Somehow, there was a wonderful sense of security with these boys. | could never visualise any
enemy breaking them.

We were in clean country, crops were all up, spuds andfpe#ise picking. We took up the front
line position at Meteren, on the right side of me was the Moolenacker baths mentioned earlier in the piece.
The enemy held the village. He was welcome to it for our artillery pasted it nicely, whilst our positions were
well-scattered with a new form of defence: posts in echelon so there was really no front line for him to shell.

Bailleul, up on the hill, was in flames. Away on our flank was the monastery on Godewaersvelde
Ridge. He had many tries to hit the bell towat failed.

We had lines to companies and lamp lights to company headquarters.

Raids were in order and we were definitely 6on

| saw some beautiful gunnery one day. We had a battery of [18] pounders and howitzers at our rear and one
daythemajr came to our observation polseutenanblll® €ecis o me
Olbers Clark MC, MM ], our Intelligence Officer, bet him 50 francs that he could not put a 4.5 howitzer
shell in a hole in the Chateau wall that Fritz had been sggong | was up there at the time. The third shell

went clean in and four Germans ran out into the orchard. The guns chased them around, cornered them and
finished them off with a beautifully timed bit of pounder shrapnel. Somehow, | felt a twinge, ftne by
equipment they carried, they were obviously signallers.

Enemy guns were not so active but we did not know whether he had overrun himself or was
gathering forces for another big attack. One thing we did know: that he had troops of quality in fittuat and
every day of delay enabled us to consolidate the position. The engineers now had all of the bridges mined.
We had strong posts in the rear but were not too
never saw them in better spirits
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We were relieved by thé"Battalion in four days and moved slightly back and to the left in reserve.
Evidently a general reserve, but the Yorkshire chaps came along and we went back via Flétre and Caéstre
(both badly shelled) and then by bus to dgdrWallon Cappel of 1916 memory, but a different place. The
people were still obviously nervous and our high spirits puzzled them. Evidently, the position here was okay
for we had nine nights here with baths, sports and clean clothes. Night bombirggwisirisome big stuff
was dropping very near.

May 19" and back we went to the Strazeele sector. He was shelling and gassing Caéstre and singly
we hurried through the village between burning houses (and how these old Froggy places did burn) with our
gas nasks on.

Our position now was at Strazeele Railway Station, with headquarters just in the rear in a farm
house, and we were warned not to tidy up the surroundings, for enemy planes were busy on photography.

I't was a new har dtuckeo but, to®ur &narethent) dnel dak wehspoted a pig
bet ween headquarters and the front | ine. So, we |
there were many caustic remarks about our aim. At night we dragged him back and he haddazeut
bullets in his neck and head. Down to the quartermaster he was carted but our share was on the small side.

Under cover by day was the order.

Brigade sent us up a message dog for a trial run. Unfortunately for me, headquarters petted and fed

him, so when the colonel, at | ast, decided to send
AAny sig here knows how to deal with message dogs
Not knowing he had been petted etc, | tried him out. | soon told the adjutanbtble.

AWel , he has to go, Jones. 0

So, | had no alternative, but, in full view of Fritz, to shoo and stone the mongrel along the road back
to brigade. | cussed the dog and headquarters to the full extent of my knowledge for it could all have been
obviated if the dog had been sent straight to us. | finished up dragging the poor thing into brigade
headquarters. Needless to say, we didndt get any

Daylight raids were now in full operation. Sergeant Brug8grfeant 308/6149 John Matthew
Bruggy MM] crawled through a crop and mopped up a Hu
headquarters, so with Pat KinchingtoBefgeant 2623 Patrick Kinchingto he went back again and
proved it with two dead, two wounded and trails of blood. | aftersawd the plane photos of the area and
Bruggyods feet marks in the dew could easily be se

Whilst here, | saw a magnificent spectacle. One morning, leisurely pushing a pram full of bottled
bock [German beer], towards the line waseBattalion Digger. Afirst glance he looked sober. Steadily he
pushed al ong, but , coming nearer, we coul d see he
on a top hat, frock coat, a lovely canary waistcoat, long pointed Froggy shoes and a very nice patsof co
Over these, he had his equipment, rifle on one shoulder and an umbrella up. Colonel Liéonemdnt
Colonel Donald Ticehurst Moord also saw him.

AfGet hold of that bird, Jones. 0

| did, but when | managed to stop him, he fell down and whilst Idwagging him under cover the
pram vani shed. This was m®a douwmssytamd batield, thesep of dourse,r e p ¢
was the beer. Looking at it | reported that the D
i Co nated, dames, buter e 6 s t Wlwo dubof dboue2D.) Bventually, the artist sobered up, the
colonel gave him a dressing down and let him go.

Daylight raids and constant night patrols had the Hun worried, but he was mighty quiet, which was
ominous.We worked hard strengthening our area and also had a fine telephone wire system similar to the old
ladder idea at Fleurbaix in 1916. We could work in the day by keeping low in the crops.

On the day before the $Battalion relieved us, word came thapdsoner reported a big attack
coming with gas, sothé’3 when relieved, spent the night and e
area. But nothing happened and in small parties, we made for La Kruele near Hontlegedmuck.

There was a tangle of railway lines here and also a 15 inch howitzer, which the Hun bombed every night.

He certainly frightened us for we were in the top of a barn about 100 yards from the gun. Regular as
clockwor k, over Fritz came. thd eldhlmam waulid lshake avich. bombh e ¢
concussions.

June & and back further to Sercus. This looked good; a nice-avdéired district. Sport, our usual
training and then to our intensegret a visit by General LesslidBfigadier William Buck Lesslie CB,

CMG] to say goodbye. He evidently didnét I ike it.
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ABoys, I 6m going to the Naval Di vision. I dondét w

t hey wil|l do No man ever had such a grepthbngghd

asked you to do and never | et me down. Dondét forg
Forget him, never! (I wrote him in 1934 to tell him so and his answer is a treasured letter.) It is

useless to write about him; one had to know him to appreciate him. lime¢h&nld out, we knew that he was
planning all the time for us.

One day he called in, ARBoys, I dondot | i ke the
some good stuffodo and he sent two | or rep avwayforaddys. of t
Many gave it up as a Oblue duckdé [stood up] and s

bottled Bass [English beer], if you please. With the result that instead of two per man there were 12 for those
in cash. Mac, ouBergeant, was away with a cut foot through swimming in a pond where officers had been
pelting at bottles, and | wrote him with the news that | had 20 bottles corralled in a corner but was afraid that
t hey would not keep. Ofd ctohuams ear athredy tdd dtnhog ,s & ocotri
the card game now all the rage. | was in charge but the section was rather weak, for Gil and Fishlock [one of
two brothersPrivate 301 George Fishlock MSMor 125 Lomas Fishlock were away with scabies.

Back we went to La Kreule, with Colonel Macka@dlonel Iven Giffard Mackay], late of 4
Battalion as brigadier, then to Strazeele in support with signs of enemy activity. There was nothing particular
to support the statemetit somehow we could sense it.

Here | played a lovdown trick. Nearby was a 12 inch howitzer firing very regularly on the Bailleul
area. We used to stand behind the gun and watch the shell go way up into the air. Tiring of this one day, |
startedtoscrauge around, and O6force of habité directed n
there, ye gods, piled up on one of those round garden sieves were some spuds. All were abesizedarble
and by infinite | abour ,havascduredfordaypte get them foewe dddddeb | e |
over the area pretty well. A glance around and | was out the back with them. Hurrying back to signals, |
shouted out, AQuUIiI ck, Dick (Dick May danee&aporalllé2ay s r
Richard Stanley Mayd. We fried them and polished them off.

Lying back, wishing never to see a spud again for we had had many feeds in the last month, when
along came a worried looking Tommy.

il say c¢chums, I aindét daed tmeaorffiixcerSonedibhmght @
row. |1 d6ve got to find 6em. o

nNo, oh no, spuds! Matter of fact we had so many
about . o

AiNo fear, Aussi e, | had thesieevdlitchkel earttd e iomefsou
Off he went.

AfJonnoo, said Dick, Ayoudre going from bad to wor
it to hide it.o

And, he di d! |l 6ve often wonder ed whaekinitdplaemy sai d w

Up we went into the |l ine at Straze
daylight attack on an enemy post, with the help of trench mortars. The pos
taken but fiercely counteaattacked. They had several goes to take itf&iled. At
about 5.00 pm they put down an artillery barrage and had another go but f
We lost tvo good officers in Captain Higbotham {Captain Lindon Howard
Russell Higinbotham, rightt AWM P02358.001] and Lieutenant Taylo
[Lieutenant Frank William T aylor, below left, AWM P05413.077].
Our [signal] lines held right through until near t
end. Short of men, we had a hard time. The lines
down and we had no news but could hear the scrap. E
man was out on the line. The Majdvigjor 568 Athol
Frederick Burrett DSO] kept worrying me.
AWhat are we doing?o
| told him, nAIl I we can. o
Shortly, we were through and the news of all positions held, etc sent along.
Then, Bill Kevin [Private 5122 William Thomas Kevin MM] tapped in
and told me that the sewd in command of the company [unknown] had taken the
signallers off their job to help with the wounded and the break was right at company
headquarters. To get the boys out was necessary but so, also, was the vital necessity
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to get the news through regardirthe position. Headquarters was helpless to do anything with no
communications. Some officers never seemed to realise that a unit without communications was as useful as
a baby with its nervous system destroyed. | say most emphatically that some dfficexst give their
signallers any consideration or help. In fact, they did not have the brains to realise their vital worth.

Some extraordinary things were done. Brigade sent up some pigeons for this stunt. They were sent
direct to the orderly room andkhew nothing at all about them.

Then | was asked, iwWwhat are you going to do &
days. o
il dondét know anything about them, Sir.oo
AWell, you should know. 0
I let them go.

| was having a terrible time tuning wuller phones. Still somewhat in the experimental stage, they often
caused us trouble. On the next night, | was half dead for want of sleep. | was trying to get one to work when
a largesized officer pushed in.

Aiwhat are you doing with that?od

| looked up.Cripes, Major GordonNlajor Grosvenor George Stuart Gordor], officer commanding %

Division Signals.

il dondét answer questions from strange officers.
I thought he would choke.

AGo on, outside. | dondt know you. o

Back he came with the adjutant, h, danési Yo shalilld kngwe r s .
hi m. o

nSorry, Sir, but he has never been in the forward

Anyway, we got friendly and | actlig got a promise that Division would not keep our good phones
and send us back old ones, and also for two miles of windich never came, so we had to keep on
salvaging wire, again against orders.

Things got lively. Next night, the Hun attacked in fo@gainst a post but failed. Then we had a visit from

some Yank officers and NCOs. They, very naturally, interested us. Their clothes and equipment looked good
and they had some weird and wonderful personal effects: they never tired of showing us leotlsipsiimd
extendable that and very naturally, half of them they never saw again. Their ideas of warfare were (in spite of
al | the training handed on to them), most vague.
that the trenchesweeene straight | ine packed with men, all/l r
guy sticking Germans?060 This was to old Dick Mayo

Some of them found their way to the front line just in time for adwm in conjunction with the"2
Battalion at midnight on the 224" June. This stunt was decidedly a nasty one with about 500 yards to go.
Actual |l vy, | suppose only a éminor raidé, but not
[Lieutenant Lindsay William Stewart Loveday] boys met uncut wire and strong opposition and although
they carried the pos Lieuiermant 378 CdlireLavisen SaithMC] @as killedbandS mi t h
Loveday badly hit. Altogether, a hectic time in theel

We pulled out and not sorry, either, and back to La Kreule again. Here we had a visit from a staff
officer from our sister divisions to the south.

In a big barn, he got wup and said, il have be
woncerful deeds done by your brothers down south, but it seems to me that my job is to hurry back and tell
them about your great bit of wor-BretonpeuxhHamed, etébutHe g
kept harking back to our stunts and was vethesiastic about it all.

Some of our officers went to Division to say goodbye to General Walejof General Sir
Harold Bridgewater Walker], who had had charge of umst e May 1915. Gbeowhs ol d
mighty proud of his 1 Division.

Continuedn the next issue.

A Digger salvaged a horse in a recent stamid took the moke along to the transport lines, wherg he
endeavoured to persuade the | ads that -altgroomakdel a go
got his answosdofVilledBrye tAursse ©x ! 0

The 24 Battalion Journal contributed by Margaret Clarks

A1
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OHomeward boundbq: By a senti men
Corporal A Kelly, ,19&81% Contiibnted byoRay BlabkeDum@alS a x o n 6

The gangway is lowered, the last rope fbats us to Blighty is casttothetilea | oud bl ast fro
siren and we heave off. But not until the wharf and its occupants are receding into the fog of a December
afternoon do we realise fully the significance of the occasion. How pregridgnimemories are these final
moment s, how the thoughts crowd to oneds brain.
future. Blighty! We leave you with many regrets, we forget the hours of pain, and the days of weariness.
Only precious memoriesurvive. Blighty in a few hours will be a memory, but one that will endure, for few

of us are not leaving staunch friends, and fewer still have not spent many happy dayAuhenir,

Blighty, but not goodbye, for many of us will see you again, bay @od it shall be on a different mission to

the one in which our friendship was founded.

The lights of Liverpool are stildl twinkling t
trackless main, to home and all it means and we fervently thankf@dus goodness. We Britons are
accused of being a very undemonstrative people, b

are deep indeed, and although the Joy Bells are ringing, in our hearts we are fully conscious of the
tremendous acrifice our victory has entailed. We pay solemn if silent tribute to our deéadhe glorious
legions of a deathless Army who can only be with us in spirit, to celebrate his victory for humanity. We are
forgetting the grand sacrifice of our womenfdtkave we not read somewher e, i
mu st weepo. Wh a't a | ie! Women have worked and s
shouldered a heavy responsibility, and contributed as much towards victory as the grandest unit in the field
We know them, and posterity shall know them, as heroines of the Great War.

Words are paltry things, but they serve to show that we are acutely conscious of the conflicting
emotions of the moment, that we are truly thankful to the stout hearts onltheffieattle and at home,
which have conducted us through the darkness of war, to the glorious sunshine of peace.

To try and depict the joy that we feel, as each day lessens the number of watery miles ahead, only
serves to expose the inadequacy of warlisne, be it a mansion or cottage, holds our all.

God speed th8axon

Endnote by the Editor: The author is believed to B@orporal 20737 Arthur John Kelly [aka Arthur

Joseph Kelly], 5" FAB, who returned on th8axonwith orchitis. Enlisted 21/9/15, gassed 26/9/17, did not
return to the Front. He was a timiggtter from Queensland but seems to have lived in Enmore, Sydney,
after 1919.

Source 6 Saxon Sentinel &, produec SupliedbyRay8lach.6, 7 Janua

DIGGERQui z No. 47: ¢6éCampbell 6s chall enged: The| sink
Source: OTorpedoed! QgPhilpleRaMses Lei nster Disaster

. On what date did the RMinstersink in the Irish Sea?

. Where was theeinsterheading when she was sunk?

. How many passengers of the 771 on board lost their lives in the sinking?

. How many troops were on board ttenstef?

. What caused the sinking of the ship?

. How many Australians lost their lives in the sinking?

. Whatwas the fate of the submarine?

. How did the sinking of theeinsterimpact on the peace talks then taking place?
. Why did the sinking of thkeeinsterand the greatest loss of life in the Irish Sea become overlooked in later
years?

O©CoO~NOUITA,WNPEF

Answers to the quiare onpage 72.

Note: An article on the sinking of thieeinster with particular reference to the lossRyivate 4530 Michael
Ernest Smith, 19" Bn, can be read iDIGGER24, pp4851.

Membership subscriptions are now due for those whose membership expires on June 30, 2014.
Details on payment are on the back of the mail insert sheet for these members. Make sure your name
appears on any direct depo$§ paytotlay!DGSEBRA8 oudin SeptBroberdét del ay
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Private 4572 Bert Vandenbergh, 3" Battalion
Judith Green, Adelaide.

Bert Vandenberghwas born on 15 April, 1889, at Robertson in the Southern Highlands of NSW where his
parent s, Henry and Mary Ann Vandenber gh, had a f
Charlotte Vadenbergh, had migrated to Australia in 1854 onHlaeoverfrom Chelsea in London. The

family settled in Sydney but after receiving a land grant in 1862 moved to Robertson where they established
a dairy farm.

After leaving school, Bert entered the poseivice, working first at Robertson, then at Katoomba
and later at Guyra. Sociable and popular, Bert often won the billiards tournaments at the Katoomba School of
Arts. He enlisted at Armidale in August 1915 and served with "frigaBtalion, 4' Reinforements AIF.

He embarked for Egypt on 15 January, 1916, on RD4&rleyand was then sent to France. Bert
Vandenbergh was reported missing in action in July, 1916 and confirmed as killed in action on 24 July at
Pozieres. The following obituary appeare@dimf he Bl ue Mountain Echod on 27

HEROES WHO HAVE FALLEN

BERT VANDENBERGH

Another welknown Mountain man has fallen at the Front, the cables recording the death of Private

Bert Vandenbergh, for over seven years a courteous and capable mentberstaff of the local

Post Office staff.

Bert Vandenbergh answered the call in 1915. After seeing service in Egypt, he went with the
first contingent to France. Letters from time to time reported his progress, the erstwhile courteous
clerk stating tha he liked the life of a soldier. Early in August, word came through that he was
missing, and now the official notification records his death. Simultaneously with the tiding, came a
letter fromWill Spain of the Field Ambulance stating that death was intstacous. A giant shell
dropped in the midst of his squad, and few were left to tell the tale, poor Bert being of the fatalities.

In private life, the young hero was of quiet disposition, and was well liked by his colleagues.
Immediately upon receipt ofi¢ sad news the Post Master Mr HA Wetherall forwarded a letter of
condolence to the bereaved parents conveying the sympathy of the staff, a message which will be
endorsed by all Mountaineers.

The Honour Roll at the local office is slowly mounting, thalités to date reading W
Derritt (letter carrier), AL Leplaw (telephonist), and Bert Vandenbergh (official).
dVay the sands rest lightly on the threé

Bert lies in an unknown grave in the vicinity of Pozieres and is remembered on Panel 38 in thie Roll
Honour at the Australian War Memorial, the Australian Memorial at VilByetonneux, the Moss Vale war
memori al and on his parentsod gravestone in Robert
Wi | | Spai n, who wr o tPeivaté 8622B , was
William Spain of the %" Field Ambulance, 8 Reinforcements. Will
was an lIriskborn dentist, who embarked in Sydney on 20 Decemk
1915. Will survived the war and returned to Australia on@nhenteson
21 May, 1919. Charl es Bean i n |
of 19141 9 1 ¥dume Ill, quoted the description bgaptain James
Harris of the 3 Battalion of the terrible bombardment at Pozieres on|
July when Bert was killed: ,
As fast as one portion of the trench was cleared another
blown in. There were no dugeuin which men on post coul
take shelter ... the only thing to do was grin and bear it. T
shells, which were dropping almost perpendicularly, could
clearly seen in the last forty feet of their descent ...
bombardment lasted all day and at its wioperiod four shells a
minute were falling. The men who were not wounded were
busy digging out men who were buried alive

Right: Group studio portrait of members of the Australian Ar A
Medical Corps. Included in the photo but exact position unknawen b
8622 Private William Spain 9066 Private Sydney Owen Lovelock il
9694 Private Walter Kenneth McMillan MM, 9067 Private FrederiCh™"™ ™"

Crawford MM and 8457 Private Arthur John ButlakWM P10484.003.

Hi sto
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My father(B e r t 6 9), Privatau2828Walter Vandenbergh [see profile inDIGGER40], served
with Bert in the 8 Battalion and was with him at Pozieres. My father often quoted the motto of‘the 3
Battalion:Fortis cadere, cadere non poté:The br ave man may fall, he cann
Bert was wunmarried and only 26 when he died.
al ways marched on Anzac Day wearing his own meda
After my fathero6s deat h, Biidy iartd dree of tiner daaghters mpamiedsaamalal t o
of ficer who also marches on Anzac Day wearing Ber

Endnote by the Editor: Having found the photograph which included Will Spain [previous page] | was just

about to cl os-leoktearelr AMMIOts mage when | saw the word
photo lurking at the bottom of my screen. | clicked on the photo number and found that it also contained a

Private Spaini b u t not identified as Will. Thete BBpAin capt i
(probably 5093 Pte Ernest John Spain) However , it seems |l ikely that ¢

Ernest served with the B3@attalion and the Spain in the photo below is wearing the AMC shoulder patch.
By comparing faces, | beliewhat Will Spain is the soldier standiagright in the previous photo.

Left: Studio portrait of the
6Kat oo mb a, sdilierg s 6
connected with Katoomba, NSW.
Back row, left to right: Private P
Smith; Pte T Wallace (probably
1624 Pte Thomas Wallace); Pte B
' Breman; 2639 Pte George Eades;
and 2621 Pte Frederick Goodwin
Clark.

Second row Pte B Campbell;
3251 Pte William Henry Scope;
Pte C Curtain; Pte W Brown; and
Pte J Baker.

Front row: Pte B Spain
(probably 5093 Pte Ernest John
Spain); 3381 Pte Thomas
Clement McNamara; Pte F
Oliver. Photo taken Egypt, 27
Feb, 1916. AWM P07564.002.

= kY ST MEN
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL P07564.002

Poppy tile released

The Centenary Poppy Tileis a decorative packed kit that contains two smaghlyi glazed Australian
made white porcelain tiles with a striking red Flanders Poppy printed onto the surface in a slightly raised
finish. The packaging features the original Flanders Poem plus the Ode of Remembrance.

Thistile is designed for those who returned and do not have war service recognition on their graves.
Those who did in war are already recognised with a War Grave, and should not be adorned with the Poppy
Tile.

Those who served in war then returned and liget their lives in their
communities often do not have their service recognised, unless it was record
their family on their inscription.

In recognition of this and to commemorate the centenary of World W:
the Greater Metropolitan Cemeteries §ir  GMCT), in conjunction with the
Returned Services League of Australia (RSL Victorian Branch), has produc
special poppy tile that can be affixed to headstones and cremation niches.

The tile becomes a permanent record of their service on t
memoial. Contact: poppytile@gmct.com.au [Courtesy of member Graham
Hutchinson, who believes that this project may be of interest to some families.]
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Private 4227 Cecil Hilton Smyth, 17" Battalion
Greg Smyth, Dubbgrandson of Cecil.

Cecil Hilton ( 6 H e rSmythiwas theeldestson 0f4228 Private Walter Smyth 17" Battalion AIF, who
wasprofiled in DIGGERA45.

Date of enlistment 3September, 1915. \
Place of enlistment Holdsworthy Camp, NSW.

Age on enlistment 16 years.

Date of birth: 5 August, 1899.

Place of birth: Sydney, NSW.

Address 39 MacKenzie Street, Waverley, Sydney.

Trade/Calling: Apprentice compositor.

Date of embarkation 8 March, 1916%tar of Englanyl

Next of kin: Walter (father); Polly Ann EfiabethSmythneeGardiner (mother).
Units served 22" Infantry Militia (prewar); 10" Reinf/17" Battalion; 61 Bn,
62"Bn; AA Postal Corps.

Years of service Service towards completion of engagement, four years
days; service abroad, three yedi®5 days

Marital status: Married Ellen Greig, Leighton, Glasgow, Scotland,March,
19109.

Returned to Australia: Hospital Shigndarra, with spouse, 12 July, 1919.
Disembarked 9September, 1919.

Discharged 16March, 1920 due to medical unfitness.

Cecil Smyth enlisted when he was 16 years of age, even though official documents state he was 18 years old.
He joined up as did his father, Walter, at Holdsworthy, Sydney in 1915. They were both assigned'to the 17
Battalion, Br i gade. C &ValierlLénse Smythq33hl}ained the & Light Horse Regiment.

Ceci | 6 sCucioNeslle (1264, 17 Bn) andEdgar Reuben Robards(2228, 18 Bn, DOW,
Gallipoli, 1915) andWilliam Neville (2651, 2Bn, KIA, Gallipoli, 1915) from Molong, NSW, alsenlisted
in the AIF.

Cecil 6s service record indicates bouts of sick
receiving a gun shot wound (chest) on 3 May 1917 at Bullecourt.

Walter, his father, attempted on more than one occasion to haildr&esferred to a corps stationed
in England away from the trenches.

Wal terbés diary entries also show that Austral’
remarked in 1916Mon. Oct. 2°. Cecil went on fatigue at 3am and was spoken tGéyeral Birdwoodin

the trenches. Was told he was too young to be the
And in 1917:Sat. Jan. 271 Enqui red again at H6dguacCdoret s r e
Griffiths.. Have put in an application to have him withc

Ce c iplodgi-war employment

19191921: Wilson and Smytlgrocers of Bondi, Sydney.

1921.: Civil Service Capperative Society of NSW Ltd, 182Pitt Street, Sydney. Senior grocer.

19221929: AA Marks Limitedgcigar importers andbacconists, 352 Geor&treet, Sydney.

1929:Anthony Hordern & Sons Limited, universalgpiders, Brickfield Hill, Sydney.

19301 9 31: S p aiClads hopaktco Sthire, ¢ /MHunter Street, Sydney.

19321948: Commonwealth Service, role unknown, and retail grocery manager.

19481958: Postal Officer, Postmastére ner al 6 s Depart ment , Gener al Post

In 1942, at the age of 43 years, Cecil attempted to enlist in the Australian Military Forces. However, after
being medically examined he was rejected on the grounds otahedifitness, due to wounds sustained
during his time in France, 191918.
In his later years, circa 1958, this condition resulted in Cecil receiving a war service pension based
on his total and permanent disability. He lived at 2 Hannan Street, Mar@ala war service home)ntil
his passing at the Repatriation General Hospital, Concord, Sydney on 2 August, 1966, due to heart disease.
Lest We Forget.
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Above: Recruits of the 17 Battalion, 1 February 191®ack row, | to r: 4165 Albert Henry Moore, 4189

Pet er O &227 CesilcHitonl Smyth Front row, | to r: 4214 Alexander Davidson SamudR28

Walter Smyth, 4265 James Kenneth Witt. Walter and Cecil were father and son. Cecil was 16 years old at
this time and wejhed 9st 1lb on enlistment, which would account for him not quite filling out his uniform.
Walter was aged 38 years on enlistment. Five of the men returnedihtireeexception being Alexander
Samuel who was killed at Bullecourt on 3 May 1917. The phopbgia believed to have been taken at
Holdsworthy Camp.

Anzac uniforms functional but heavy
Sourced from AAP (author not stated)tdtp://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2014/04/17/annaiforms
functionatheavy 18 April 2014. lllustration courtesy of Rod Carpenter.

Australiabds World War [ sol diers went to war we i
tools and kit. Thenitial contingent of 20 000 Australian soldiers who sailed out on November 1, 1914, and
who landed in Egypt (and later went to Gallipoli), were dressed in uniforms that were, in general, designed to
be comfortable and serviceable, from their famous slbathright down to their laegp boots.

The uniform varied between mounted troops and other soldiers, and between officers and other
ranks. (The Light Horse, for instance, wore leather leggings rather than putteeg strips of fabric
wrapped aroundaeh leg).

Herebds how a typical s ol idalthugh, asntimd pasediomGallipolt r vy
the men played a bit fast and loose with the uniform:

Slouch hat The iconic fuffelt hat, with chinstrap and brim turned up on the left siée, & khaki hatband

and a | arge Rising Sun badge (the | atterés proper
Cap: Soldiers were also issued with the felt British Service cap, onto which would be pinned a small Rising
Sun badge. Many of the Amalians who landed on Anzac were wearing this rather than a slouch hat.
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Tunic: This loosefitting khaki woollen jacket, with buttons, four baggy pockets on the front (plus an inside
pocket to carry a field dressing), had a doylésat on the back for wanth.
Badges A Kingbés-s@movwmdmgies iweq t on the end of each
shoulder titles were pinned at the end of the epaulettes. At the start of the war, a metal badge spelling out the
sol dierds unittweulbdugorpusbanbdabadge, but shortly
cloth patch denoting the soldierés unit that was
colour patch.) Badges indicating rank were worn on the tunic: officertdwegar them on their shoulders,
while warrant officers and NCOs wore theirs on their right sleeve.
Breeches made from khaki woollen cord fabric, with side pockets and button flies. Soldiers were issued
with two pairs of breeches, plus a pair of dungaréée breeches ended above the ankles and the gap was
filled with puttees.
Braces worn with breeches.
Puttees The men wound these strips of woollen cloth, almost three metres long, upwards from the ankle to
just below the knee. Soldiers disliked the pa#f, probably with good reason: the tight binding restricted
circulation and might even have contributed to the high incidence of trench foot. Mounted troops wore
leather leggings.
Shirt: Soldiers were given two grey, collarless, flannel shirts, plusitargishirt.
Ankle boots. brown and laceip.
Socks Made from wool or cotton. Soldiers were issued with three pairs.
Greatcoat t he khaki wooll en coat (which weighed about
his chief protection against theold and wet. The coat came into its own when snow hit Gallipoli in
November 1915 and also on the Western Front.
Singlets Soldiers were issued with two woollen singlets.
Cott on O(dndeapants)y. Sofiliers were issued with two pairs.
Abdominal belts: a sort of cummerbund that was issued to keep soldiers warm and supposedly ward off
disease.
Backpacks and webbing The main backpack was a rectangular sack measuring about 15 inches x 13
inches, closed at the top by a folding cover secured by two strapswé&bbing included a web belt,
cartridge pouches, small haversack, bayonet frog, an entrenching tool holder (plus another holder for its
handle), and a watdrottle holder.
Identitydisc: Sol di ers were initially ibutdateeidthewarthby wera e me
given two tags, made of compressed fibre.
Sol diers wer e aduswifdi s sewirgdkit aontatinimg sach ifems as needles, thimble,
thread, wool and button, so they could carry out running repairs.
Also in theirkit were a shormagazineLee-Enfield (SMLE) rifle , arifle sling, abayonetandscabbard
and earanchingtoob (t hey were 6Diggersd af t e helva(thahd)e) Thi
separate from thgpadepatrt.
Soldiers were issued witteting equipment (knife, fork, spoon, an enamel mug, water bottle with-pird
capacity), and a mess tin with carrier.
They also had alasp knife (With marlin spike, THE WW1 DIGGERS KIT
tin-opener and lanyard)razor, shaving Kit,
soap comb, two towels field dressing (cariied
in the tunicods hold-allid e
which they could pack their private poSSessions  sackpack-food
No item was probably looked after more careful = **® <"
than their servicgpay book privates were paid
six shillings aday[before allotment$ Ed].
Later inthe war, soldiers were issued with othe
items, especially as fighting on the Western Frc
dragged on and gas became a serious threat.
The men on Gallipoli had little head protectior
but from 1916 to 1918 Australian troops got tf
standard Britishssuesteel helmet
Gas masksof various types were also issued ¢ Gas mask (respirator)

. In a pouch slung over the neck
the Western Front as wegas/rain capesfrom
late 1917, to keep off the damp and to protect from the corrosive effects of gas attacks.

Ammunition -
10 pouches @ 10 rounds
per clip (= 100 rounds)

Bayonet and
trenching tool

Water bottle
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An unlucky number: Private Robert Holl, 3" Battalion, 1% MGC
Graeme Hosken, Dubbo.

| had seen the headstone numerous times on my visits to the Old Dubbo
Cemetery, but had never paid close attention to it. From the roadway, a
husbanddéds name could be seen on the b
of Rokert Holl in 1909, aged 45 years.

I't wasnot unt il [ wa | doealbt expeosivea d t h
headstone that | discovered it also commextent a soldier of the Great War:
the son of Robert and Hettie (Henrietta) Holl.

Private RR wéskiBed bt®DglvilleiWwdod on 6 November
1916, aged 21 years. He was serving with fh@&ttalion AIF. But what struck
me the most was his service humibea number that probably more than any
ot her number reminds us of the war: 03

The LeeEnfield .303 was the rifle used by all AlIF soldiers, from
Gallipoli to the Armistice, whether they were infantry or light horse. The rifle
continued in use throughout WWII and the Korean War. Its distinctive
appearance would be known to all with an interest irAtke

Bob Holl is the secondsoldier to be featured iIrDIGGER with the
service number of 303rom a totalof about 70 enlistments with that number,
according to the NAA websitd~or Robert Holl, 303 was not to be a lucky
number.

= Robert Randolph Holl wasborn in Dubbo, NSW, but enlisted in Sydney on 17

w4 August 1914, giving his age as 21 years. (A later death notice found on Trove

2 states that he enlisted at the age of 19 yemnich is consistent with the 21

years inscribed on the headstgnBob Holl wasa shop hand with military
experience in the school cadets and the CMF. His mother and next of kin,
Hettie, was I|living at o6Blair Gowried, Oberon Stre
Dubbo after her husb a heatdddressiveas Chbarch SiteetpDudb®)1 7 and 192

Bob was placed wi t%hBattlbrdas &oorigina priyate oPfresumébly, h&@ sailed
with the First Contingent; however, if he served on Gallipoli, it was not for long. Private Holl boarded the
Derfflingerfor the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force on 5 April 1915. The next entry in his record shows
him at Alexandria on 31 May, from where he was transferred teER@m with gonorrhoea.

Holl was sent to Cairo for further treatment on 31 July andiéuision was then made to send him
back to Australia per th@ort Lincoln on 4 August. At this time, VD cases were sent to a camp at
Langwarrin in Victoria. Bob was discharged from 1
On 3 February 19, Bob Holl was allocated to the i Reinforcements for the Victoriad"@attalion and
sent to Broadmeadows Camp. On 24 February, he was crossed off the roll and a warrant issued for his arrest
for being AWL. It appears as though Bob was not happy fia beVictorian unit, as he returned to duty on
10 March in Sydney.

Bob Holl was given a new service number of 4820 and reappointed t8 Bettalion, but it seems
he then reverted to his original 303 number. The second time he left Australia wagpah1916 and he
disembarked at Suez on 3 May. Bob then sailedoothe UK and he was appointed an acting corporal
(without pay) at Durrington on 10 July 1916 while stationed at tHerdining Battalion.

On 20 July, Bob went absent without leave dme week and evaded the draft (to France) while
under orders from his CO. This saw Bob revert to private and lose eight days pay. He arrived in France soon
after on 1 August and was taken on strength of thauktralian Machine Gun Company on 5 September
However, a deliberate delay in reporting to camp resulted in a forfeiture of five days pay.

Private Robert Holl was killed on 6 November 1916. The circumstances of his death can be found in
the Red Cross files.

Private 1754 CH Hinde 1 MGC, stated:He [Hol] was ki |l | ed at FIl ers i1
informants were Pte E Cox and Pte O6Scottydé OO6Neil
bringing rations up to the front line when a shell landed near them and Holl got a splinter threupbad
and was killed instantly. | know nothing about his burial. Holl lived at Woollahra a year before the war and
after that was away in the country. He was tall and tsiek dark complexion, and aged about 22. He was
my tent mate in a militisamp atLiverpool in 1912.
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Private 744F Kennewellinformed the Red Cross: knew Hol | we l | € He wa:
behind the lines at [Montauban] in the Fricourt sector before he was killed, up to a couple of hours before
his death. | was actingostCorporal at the time and he was a reserve man at the time when he was sent for
é | was told the day it happened by DW Ackl and t|
going up with the rations ¢€é hawdsken hisagsavelihere with d crdssm D e
on it with his name. It was a single grave.

Private DDR Sheridan On either 8' or 6" November he came up to the trenches to take the place
of a wounded man. A shell burst and killed him immediately.

Lieutenant R Cumming pr ovi ded an i nsight i nt oThehabave Ho | |
mentioned soldier was killed or18-16 having come up to replace casualties & calling on my gun on his
way, expressed the wish to stay, but circumstances not permitting, he left &mvrhgun, which he never
reached, having been hit by a shell, which blew him to pieces, and there was no hope of burying him.

In early 1922, Mrs Holl wrote the following letter to the Army:
6Sajandr aé
110 Darlinghurst Road
Darlinghurst

Dear Sir

Could you give me information as to the exact place where Private RR Holl 4820 is buried?
Hi s regi mental number was 303 ¢é

We | eave by SS 60Orvietod for France to try

soon as possible. We have been trying for sime tb get this information & gather by the papers
re inscription on graves that you can give us the necessary information.

Hoping to hear from you at your earliest convenience.

We are

Yours faithfully

H & | Holl

Mother & sister of Deceased Soldier

The Army replied, saying that his grave had not yet been discovered, and advised that they should call at the
Commonwealth Offices, Australia House, Strand, London, to see if they had any later information.

Bob Holl is remembered on the VilleByretonnex National Memorial so his grave must have been
lost or, if found, he could not be identified. Mrs Holl must have had a dispiriting journey to France. One can
only imagine that Delville Wood was still a ghastly place in 1922.

According to a lettertothAr my wr i tten on 12 August 1922 by E
of Mount Druitt, Mrs Holl was then in America, presumably on the way back to Australia.

Endnotes. (1) I n May 1921, a typistos " b Hol
Medal returned to BaseeRords, claiming that the surname embossed i
the medal should have been OHaj
rectified a month later 2§ Not too many Australians could have affordeiset s
to travel overseas in 1922. This, and the elaborate headstoneblim,D #
indicated that Mrs Holl must have been quiteelvoff. A search on Trove &
revealedhat her late husband owned a saddlery shop and was a pronmg
bookmakerin Western NSW (3) &rew Ford found BDM records for o
Vera AvisHoll (b. 189); Robert (b. 893) and Hettie Iris Edna (b. 1895)F4#*
Assuming this year of birth is correct, Bob Holl would have been 23 ye
old when he was kill ed. The que 4=
have not known his true age at death when composing the inscifitio
the headstone?4) Right: Bobbds details on
Dubbo.§) The AWMG6s Rol |l of Honour @&
630306 to die in t hiexanda BeattieT26"eBn; ok
Henry Blake, 12" Bn; Robert Cowan, 10" Bn; John Garden, 11" Bn;
Thomas Hutchins 3% LHR; Thomas Keenan 2" Bn; James Lovatt 9"
Bn; Stanley Page 17" Bn; Sydney Parr, 18" Bn; George Tibbetts 1 ATC; Leonard Wickham, 41 Bn
andFrancis Yorath, 5" Bn[ see Fr e v@GGER36]t Tihat makeshirteen6 303sd6 i n all,
definitely an unlucky number.
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An interview with Marc le Moal
Graeme Hosken, Dubbo.

Marc le Moal is one of our younger members and lives in France. Members who are in our Facebook group
wi || have seen photographs of Marcb6s growing col
interviewed for DIGGER so that we could learn mofdnis interest in the Australians who fought around

his village in WWI and of higrowingmilitaria collection.

Editor: Marc, how did you develop your interest in the Great War?
| was born on June 26, 1991, in Paris. When | was four my parents wantetja ohkfestyle so we moved
to the countryside to the village of VatNsraucourt. When clearing the garden my parents discovered many
objects related to the First World War, so itods I
youth.

Later we learned that our garden was, in 1917, occupied by Australian troops as a headquarters,
cookhouse, etc. They called these buildings the
War was born, especially for the troops of the AlF.

Below: A cookhouse of the"5Division at Vaulx in France. Note the signoaie the cookhouse which reads,
060The Vaul x.GChhemsgnskadl e 6 Abode of Loved, 6Bar 6, 6Bi l
60Good beds6 and 6 Good ineentifiedsadied ard eashing dix@slahd paskihge t
them through a window to someone inside. AWM EO020
seen at AWM EO02008. The photos were taken at the time of the fighting at Bullecourt.

7‘3?‘(@‘.,*—\ = _\-—___.-. z

(HE VAbLX /-\ ?ﬁ

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL \ 02009

Where do you obta items for your collection of AIF memorabilia?
Today, to find al/l my Australian items, I use the

is sometimes possible to find and buy Aussie souvenirs.

What is your favourite item in youcollection?

In my collection are many objects close to my heart, but my favourite is an identity disc once owned by
Norman Frank Read of the 48' Battalion[Pte 5749)which | found at Bullecourt. This object is particularly
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moving because this soldier rég serious injuries, and his battalion suffered heavy losses, at Bulldcourt.
would now like to find his family in Australia where he returned in 1919 as he survived the war.
What items are you on the lookout for?
Naturally, | search for objects relatéd the soldiers of the AIF. One day | would like to have a full
Australian uniform but | also dream of having a D
In what other ways do you demonstrate your interest in military history?
I participated in the &é6Sound and LAlgehlackddurindgitbew at
battle for the village.

I have served several times as a guide for tourists. | have also discovered my collection has allowed
me to create good @ionships with Australians and | have made friendships that still last today. In April
2015 I will serve as a guide for a friend from Adelaide and some of his friends.

I wi || soon be explaining to my viltssgethihg sch
which 1 6m very proud to participate in. | also do
people its local history. With the centenary of the GreatWarm gr eatly i n demand.

My parents support me in my passion, evenghbu | 6 m t aking over their h
lacking in space for my collection. People are usually surprised to see a young person interested in the Great
War because it is very rare. They are often surprised by my knowledge.

How did you learn of thé=FFAIF?

| knew of the FFFAIF through my dear friend Elizabeth Williamson [a fellow meinke&l. | want to thank

her again because without her support | would never have done this interview.

Would you like to visit Australia one day?

My fiancée and | woul like to come to Australia, most particularly to visit Canberra to see the AWM, but
also to see Melbourne and Sydney. We would also like to meet Aborigines and see kangaroos and koalas in
their natural environment.

Thank you for thinking of me for antine r vi e w. | 6 m v er yDIGGERmadgaziteo par
and send my regards to the members of the FFRAN be contacted atarc93@live.fr.

14-18 en Somme

ltems from Marcés
from top left: An Australan bottle Marc
found in his garden; AIF cigarette cards
: : Mar ¢ O6i n rightf wifeouttens@Gn ;
their pouch; Australian | ambattlesanda ™ L : gi nge
snipero6s | ooframdMae c 6Al IFaicmdbpeok page.

Endnote: Thanks to June Downs, Dubbo School of Distance Education, for help with the translation of
Marcds responses from French to English.
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Lieutenant Alan Kendrick Evelyn Maney-Lake, 7" LHR
Trevor Munro, Dubbo.

Alan Maney-Lake was born at Mayfair in LondoiBy the outbreak of war hand his family were living in
Sydney. Alandescribed himself as a grazieingle and25 years of age when he firenhlisted on2

September 1914. Alan was welllucated in England and Sydnagd during his time at university hadrnt
his commission with theadlets and then the militia.e-had qualified for his commission in 1909.

Not surprisingly ManeyLake was offered a commission in the A#6,2™ Lieutenant Maney.ake
joined the ¥ Light Horse Regiment at the HisworthyC a mp . Al andés file shows t
was nearly 13 stone and stood just over six foot tall.

The 7" LH Regimenthad begurtheir training at Liverpool and a short time later moved to the
Holdsworthy Camp. The regiment sailed i
late Decemberl914. Al a nG® Squadlron
and the Machine Gun Section sailed aboe
the Ajana [right], embarking on 19
December. e remainder of the regimen
sailed aboard three other vessels on tie 20 .

Shortly before his regiment sailed
Alan becameengaged The engagement is
announced of Miss Beryl Maddrell, thirc
daughter of Mr and Mrs Henry Maddrell,
of 0 MBraidav@od, to Lieutenant Alan ) ) -

ManeyLake, 7' Light Horse, Australian Expeditionary Forces, only son of Réginald Maney.ake, of
Sydney.

The cawvoy briefly stopped at Colomband although no formal leave was granted, a few men did
break ship. The convoy reached Aden towards the end of January 1915, and good progress was made across
the RedSea and through the Suez Cafart Said was reached on t@", where the ships coaled up, the
then continued on to Alexandria, where on 1 February the regiment began disembarking.

From Alexandria the regimergrnrained for
Cairo, and from there the men and their mounts
walked to a campsite at Maadi (owing both men
and mounts havintheir Gsea leg§. The Maadi camp
was reached on 2 February. Luckily for the regiment
the camp had not long been vacated by theight
Horse Brigade, so that horse troughs and other
permanent fixtures of a camp were stillréne

Maadi [shown left, AWM B02778] was a
littte English suburb of Cairo. The regiment quickly
adopted a training syllabus with instruction in

: musketry, rifle exercises, marching, as well as
constantly carrying outoop and squadron drill¥he men werelso allowed a liberal amount &ee timeto
see the sites of Cairo and its surrounds.

As the men acclimatisedfurther
mounted exaises were undertakenThe
photo to theright [AWM A03049] shows the
original officers and the *1 Reinforcement
officers for the 7" Light Horse Regiment.
Lieutenant Maney ake is circled standing in
the back row.

On 23 March1915the ' Light Horse
Brigade undertook a mock attack against t
7Light Hor se REmlgmoetr
April the regiment worked hard on tjag
their equipment up to scratch.

With the news of theinf ant|
landing on Gallipoli came great excitement.
early May theregiment began making plans to head to Anzac Cove, minus their mounts. On 15 May 1915
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the 7" Light Horse Regiment marched the Cairorailway station and entrained back to Alexandria. At
Alexandria the regiment boarded ﬂheztzowready for their trip to Gallipoli.

The Lutzow was anchored off Anzac
Cove by the evening of 19 Maylieutenant
ManeyLake landed on Anzac Covearaund
midday d the 20", the regiment doing so without
any casualties. The regimewls given a site to
dig in at Shrapnel Gullyi ominously it was
call ed 6 DeTha W ReGimént wede.
attached to the®1Australian Division.The photo
to the left shows troops offloading at Gallipoli
from theLutzow

Lieutenant Maney akereceivedshrapnel
wounds tohis right foot on 3 June 1915.idH
wound was recorded as being severe and he was
evacuated to Malta aboard the Hospital Ship
Sicilia on 5 JuneThe Sicilia arrived at Malta on 20 Junghere Alan was admitted to the Blue Sisters
Hospital[right] for treatment.

On 26 July 1915Alan was transferred to England aboa
the hospital ship Loyalty. In England Alan was admitted to th& 3
London General Hog$al at Wandsworthbelow]. This hospital
primarily treated officers.

On 22 November ManeylLake was
placed on a supernunaey List in the UK. This
meant that he was taken off the nominal roll of
the 7" Light Horse Regnent. On 12 December
1915 Alan was sent back to Australia aboard the
Star of England

The Star of England docked at
Melbourne on 29 January 191#hdfrom Melbourne Maney.ake probably entrained to Sydne&n article
in a Sydney newspaper dated 1lamh 198, reported:Lieut. Aan ManeylLake, a returned Gallipoli
soldier, was married recently to Miss Ida Gell, a Melbourne damsel of attractive propéektas had

obviously not kept in touch with Beryl Maddrell and it appears he married Ida in London in December 1915.

A formal medi@l board held at No4 AGH at Randwick on 15 May 1916 recorded that Alan still
had a wek foot asa result of the gunshot wound am@és dso suffering from rheumatisnThe doctors
recommended Maneyake be granted two months leave andHer convalescertteatmentTheb o asr d 6
further recommendation was that Alan be discharged from the AlF, but retained for home duty.

Lieutenant ManegLake appears to have bee e
taken on st r'lmgtanthyy,
was almost immediately employed with thes@ralian *
Garrison Military at théDarlinghurst Detention Centre
[right]. Al a wodnmandingofficer appears to have
been Captain Godsall (the APM at Victoria
Barracks)The detention centr
have been the internment of Irish and Germg
nationals. ie Darlinghurst Gaol had closed in earlg
1914 but had been r@pened during the war for this gk
purpose. , ,
A further set of attestation papeirs Al a n; % ? e
file shows him rejoining the AIF in order to head : ' '
overseasThefilesaredat ed 15 March 1917, &ddullyfii until 8aVaypldla.r((kis h e
file is a little ambiguoushi s attestation papers state that he
Tr ans porinhtheSviddle Bast, ddbter a clerk gpears to have recorded Sea Transport Sejvice.
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Alan sailed for Egypt aboard th@ort
Sydney[left], leaving Sydney on 8 MayAt the
completion ofthe voyage Alan was to be sent to
Abbassia where the CamElr ansport &s
was. However, iappeast h at he didnodt
unit. Instead on 21 June 191 he was admitted to
the 14" Australian General Hospital suffering from
appendicitis.

His appendicitis was enough to get Alan
sent baclonce again to AustralidaneyLake left
Egypt, aboard thé>ort Sydneyon 11 July 1917.

w fort the secdne timd ih Sydnsyaos 24tAagusnioh7a t e c

Al anods

appointment

andhe once again resumed Home Duties. It is unclear ietwened tahe Garrison Military Policehut he
appears to have spent some time in 1918 at the Liverpool Camp.

Although Alan had recorded Ida as his nexkiof

in mid 1917 it seemsthat heading into 1918 the
relationship was over and that Ida hadturned to

Melbourne to live. Alan ManeyLake ded in tragic

circumstances on 4 November 1918.

The tagedy made newspapers Australige,
with some of the papers printingery detailed accounts
[see example atight, found using Trove].A later
co r 0 n eepok grovided further details which several
papers reproduce®ne paper even published details of
6l ove | et t e r-bBakebaedt MiseTerrylt vida 1
apparent that Alan had been involved in a love triangle t
ultimately led to the deaths of Alan abdisy Terry.

Several newspapers gavetalls from Lieutenant
Arthur W Hobbs of the Liverpool CampHobbs stated
that some money (of his) was missing and that at the ti
of his death Lieutenant Maneyake was in fact
6sus pende d @lanfhadoappardntlyt kpown the
Terrys for several yearsyith JohnTerry dating that he
and Alan had beefyood friendé

Initially, ManeyLake was not issued with a deat
plaque,but this was later mnsiderecand he was deemeg
eligible due tohis service with

the GMP in Austalia. It

appears the Armydd trouble
l ocating Al &m @
(Ida). Ida, still going by the
name Maey-Lake, died in July

the floor of the Langham Hotel
in London, apparently dying
peacefully with a cigarette in
her hand.

Interestingly a few
years ago Alan ManeyL a k e
Victory Medal [left] turned up
amongst themedal group of

Private 1063  Lawrence
Mobilia (9" Bn, KIA at Gallipoli 25 April). Despite
several attempi$® at ri cia Smith (th
medals) ha been unable to locate anyosk relatives of

1926. $ie was found dead on |

MURDER AND SUICIDE.
EVIDENCE AT INQUEST.

Bydney, Nov. 15.

The City Coroner held an ingue_tﬁ'
| into the cirguiustances of the death
Iof Mrs. Daisy Terry, wife of Joha
| Terry, and Lieutenant Maney Lake,
and found that Mrs. Terry was mur-
dered by Lake, who then commatted ;
suicide 1‘

Mrs. Isabel Crutli said that on
November 4, the date of the tragedy,
| both of the deceased had lunch with
her at her flat. After lunch, witness

| turning, heard Mrs, Terry say,
“Don’t, don’t.” Then she heard two
revolver shots, Witness was not ab-
sent more than five minutes. Bhe haa
left Lake and Mrs. Terry in her
room, but when she returned they
were in Lake's room, Lake had been’
on active service, and appearea
moody at times, but she attributed
that to the effecta of the war.

Mrs. Adele MoCabe, landlady of
: Naringla Flats, deposed that, afte:
| hearing the revolver shots, she went
| upstairs, met Mrs, Crutli, and Oﬂen-
ed the door of Lake’s room. rs.
Terry was in the corner of the room
| near the door, and Lake was lying
, aoross the doorway, with his head
near the wall. Witness saw a revol-
| ver in his hand. Both were alive,
| but unconscious. Lake only occu-
. pied his room on Saturday night, |
and had complained to witness thav
he could not sleep. ‘

Lieut, Art.hureg’&"illiam Hobbs, of;
' Liverpool, said that he had made out
i report that some money was miss-|
ing, and Lake was suspended. !

. ——————————

went to the basement, and while re-

ManeyLake.
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Lance Corporal 1804 John Carroll VC, 33" Battalion
Andrew Pittaway, Fremantle.

John Carroll was born in Brisbane, Queensland, on 16 August 1891 to John and Catherine Carroll. When he
was only two years old the family moved to Western Australia, where they firstly resided in the country town
of Donnybrook. The Carrolls then moved to Yarloop beftinally settling in the Goldfields location of
Kurrawang. Presentl vy, Kurrawang is a ghost enown ©b
Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie e it an importance to the region. The Carrolls began work for the Gdklfie
Firewood Supply Company. Firstly, John worked with his father but he then obtained employment with the
railways as a guard.

On 10 April 1916, John went to the Kalgoorlie Drill Hall to enlist in the AlIF. He was found to be
medically fit for servicewi h t he exami ner recording Johnds physi
Height: 5 feet 8 inches

Weight: 158lbs

Chest Measurement: 3810

Complexion: Ruddy

Eyes: Blue

Hair: Dark Brown

Religious Denomination: Roman Catholic

Distinctive Marks: Scar on rightheek and upper lip

Upon his successful enlistment, John was sent to Blackboy Hill Ce
and allotted to No. 65 Training Depot. John had a week of b
infantry training here but on 4 May he was transferred to Clare
Showgrounds Camp where he was assigto the ?' Reinforcements
to the 44' Battalion AIF. John would train with his new group whil
they waited for their embarkation orders to arrive.

These finally came through and, on 9 August 1916 John
the 2° Reinforcements boarded the HMAWIiltiades in Fremantle
Harbour and set sail for England. The journey took seven weeks _
John got into trouble on the voyage when he failed to appear at g e
call on 30 August. He was given seven days detention on the ship and had to forfeit nine daye pay.
Miltiades berthed at Plymouth Harbour on 25 September 194BoVe right: Studio portrait of Lance
Corporal John Carroll VC, &3Battalion AWM P02939.022.]

After being disembarked the men were marched into th& fdining Battalion at Codird Campon
the Salisbury PlainOn 13 October 1916, John was taken on strength of {h&aalion; however, on 11
November the men from"2Reinforcements to the %4Battalion were transferred to the 8and 34’
Battalions of the ® Brigade AIF. John wouljointhe 3¥Bat t al i on but he didnot
unit in England, as the $3mbarked from Southampton on 21 November 1916.

The 3% Division units were sent to what was called the Nursery sector near Armentieres. It was so
called as at thistage it was a quiet part of the front line for new troops to acclimatise to the conditions of the
Western Front. John spent Christmas 1916 in the winter snow near Armentieres.

John served with the %3Battalion through their frodine service at Armeigres up until 27
January, when he was evacuated sick, eventually returning to the battalion on 13 February. In late April 1917
he was assigned duty with a New Zealand Working Battalion. On 3 May 1917 John got into trouble as stated
in the crime sheetVhie on active service failing to appear at a place of rendezvous appointed by his C.O.
in that he at Regina Camp on 2.5.17 when in billets at that place failed to appear on parade at 2pm. (2) In
that he when at billets at Regina Camp failed to appear oadsaground at 9.45pn\s a punishment, John
was awarded two days of Field Punishment No. 2.

Anot her infraction appeared on Johndéds record
Battalion. The charge readVhile on active service losing by negldus equipment and regimental
necessities in that he in the field on about 2/5/17 was deficient of one small box respiratdravdlesd.
Johndés puni shment was to pay the cost of replacin

Carroll soon rejoined the $3Battalion in timefor their move to the Ploegsteert front in southern
Belgium. The 3% Battalion were now in the Messines sector preparing for their role in the upcoming
offensive. Prior to the advance on Juré the British, Canadian and Australian Tunnellers had been
preparing large mines under the German positions which would be detonated prior to the attack. The 33
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Battalion would be assaulting the Germans on the flank and there was a danger that they would receive fire
from that open quarter.
Despite heavy firérom the open flank, the $3Battalion did succeed in taking their objectives, and
John came through the assault unscathed and his bravery in the assault had come to the attention of his
battalion officers, who recommended him for the highest individoiabbr, the Victoria Cross.
The recommendation reads:
At St Yves during the offensive of ?YI2ine 1917 this soldier showed most conspicuous gallantry
and devotion to duty. On Juné Private John Carroll acted as a Mopper Up. Immediately the
barrage f t ed he rushed the enemyb6s trench and ba
comrade in difficulties with one of the enemy,;
killed the German. He continued working ahead with grim determination andesfol fearlessness
and came across a machine gun and a team of four men in a shell hole; they offered resistance, but
single handed he attacked the entire team, killed three of them and captured the gun. Later, two of
his comrades were buried by a shatid in spite of very heavy aling and machingun fire, he
extricated them. During the 26 hours the battalion was in the line, Private Carroll displayed the
most wonderful courage and fearlessness. Each night he went out wiring in front of the newl line a
did excellent work. On two occasions he brought wounded men back to our lines. His magnificent
work inspired the whole of the Battalion.

While the Victoria Cross recommendation went through the proper channels, John remained with the 33
Battalion atMessines. On 9 July, while the$Battalion were in the support lines, John was wounded when
shrapnel fragments hit him in the <chest. |t does
patched up at the Field Ambulance, John was sent to4th&@aneral Hospital at Boulogne. He only spent

four days in hospital and on 14 July was transferred to th@ohvalescent Depot. Two days later he was

sent to No. 3 Rest Camp where he got into trouble on 18 July for being in a café during prohibbgeddiou

a punishment he was deprived of alags pay.

John marched out to thé' 2wstralian Division Base Depot at Rouelles on 21 July 1917, and it was
while he was stationed here that news came through on 7 August 1917 about him being awarded the Victori
Cross. He rejoined the $Battalion, then in billets at Campagned Bournaion 19 August 1917, no doybt
to a huge welcome as his battalionés first Victor

For the 3% Battalion the next month consisted of training and sporting activities and on 19
September, John was promoted to lance corporal. In late Septembel”tBat@8ion moved to the Ypres
sector to take part in the current offensive. THe2l® 4" and &' Australian Divisions had already been
involved in the Third Battle of Ypres by the time tH&Australian Division reached the Ypres front.

In early October they held the line at Broodseinde and Zonnebeke but it was on Octotieat 12
they were asgned to an offensive role. On this day tffeBoigade, between the flanks of the™&ustralian
Brigade and the New Zealandetsok part in the advance on Passchendaele. For'ttirigade, the 338
Battalion was initially in reserve, supporting théet battalions in the advance. However, casualties were
still heavy for the battalion as the advance faltered in the horrible muddy conditions.

Unfortunately, the assault was a failure and the men had to retire to their original positions. John was
wouncded by shrapnel hitting him in the buttocks and after treatment at a Field Ambulance and CCS he was
sent to the 58 General Hospital at Boulogne. John stayed there for a week and on 20 October was put
aboard the hospital shipt Andrewand set sail for Edgnd. Upon being disembarked, John was put on a
hospital train and sent to th& Birmingham War Hospital in Northfield. He remained under treatment there
for the next five weeks and on 28 November 1917 was transferred t8' #hes8alian Auxiliary Hosfial.

With his injuries having largely healed, John was given a period of furlough onelmbemnd was
expected to report to No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on 15 December 1917. John only reported to
camp on 18 December, where he was then given &aletkamination and was classified as not yet ready
to return to the front.

It appears that John Carroll was now put on the staff of No. 1 Command Depot Camp. He would
remain here for the next few months and, unfortunately, John became a victim afgatranch of brigands
near the camps who used to rob I one soldiers by w
held, and at this court of enquiry John stated that:

On 27" January | left camp No. 1 Command Depot and proceeded to Waemtostransfer my

bank account from London to the Warminster branch. On my way back at ab80pri0a number

of men came up behind me, one of the men swore at me and hit me in the eye, | fell and while down

was kicked several tirmeThe men suddenly digggareddue, | found out afterwardso the arrival
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of thepicquet. | got up and limped along for some distance, my ankle feeling very sore. | was then
helped along by two men who handed me over to the picquet for assistance. Two of the picquet then
broughtme to camp. Next morning | reported to HQ who sent me to Sutton Veny War Hospital.

John had injured his ankle in the assault, fracturing his fibula, and as a result he remained in Sutton Veny
hospital until 6 March 1918 when he returned to No. 1 Command Depot. On 23 March 1918, John was at
Buckingham Palace, London, where he was deabnatth the Victoria Cross by King George V. After a
period of time in London being feted by the locals, John returned to camp.

On 22 April, John was sent to Sutton Veny Hospital with scabies and on 8 May was transferred to
the F' Australian Dermatologial Hospital at Bulford. John only remained there a week and on the 15
returned to No. 1 Command Depot Camp. Johnds phys
transferred to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge Deverill Camp.

Johnwas therefor a few weekdeforehe went AW for two days. On reporting back to camp John
was admonished by the camp commander and had to forfeit three days pay. On h@wasqut in a draft
of soldiers leaving camp for Folkestone Harbour, where theydea a transport ship for France. On 21
June, John marched into the Australiafairy Base Depot at Rouelldde hadonly a few days there and
thenrejoined the 3% Battalion in the VillersBretonneux sector on 27 June 1918.

Carroll only remained wit the 33' Battalion for a month, as on 28 July he was transferred to AIF
HQ in France. It appears that John had been one of eleven Victoria Cross awardees chosen by Prime Minister
Hughes to return to Australia for a recruitment campaign, so on 1 August 1918Framek and proceeded
to Folkestone Harbour, where he then disembarked and travelled to London, reporting to AIF HQ at
Horseferry Road.

On 24 August 1918, John Carroll boarded the HMM&dic and set sail for Australia, eventually
disembarking in Melboum where the VCs were celebrated. After a period of time in Melbourne, John
returned to WA on 15 October 1918 witreutenant Sadlier VC, and they were feted in Perth and atso
the Goldfields. It was in Kurrawang and Kalgoorlie that John received hisstanglcome home and his
family were all there for the event. Carroll did not like making speeches but at his welcome home in
Kurrawang he was induced to say a few words:

Il &m not much of a speaker thereforeeybuabterdt s

tonight. |1 6ve often had tiffs and cleared out

over there. | can only thank you again for being here tonight.

John was discharged from the AIF on 1 January 1919 and things soed setyn for him. After his
demobilisation, John was able to resume his job as a railway guard at Kurrawang. Unfortunately, in
December 1919, his father was killed in a railway accident at Kurrawang and there was a large service at
Kalgoorlie Cemetery. Joheontinued with this employment in Kurrawang for a few more years but in 1923
he returned to Perth and it was here on 23 April that he maviaeg Brown at the Perth Cathedral. In 1925
John and Mary then moved to the Yarloop district, where he found agektruck and train examiner at
Hof f mandés Mil|l . In 1927 he travelled to Melbourn
soon returned home to WA to resume his employment.
Later the same year, John was at work when he slipped from a wraig dhunting operations and
had his foot badly crushed. He was rushed to St John of God Hospital in Perth but they could not save his
foot and it had to be amputated just above the ankle. A reporter from the Daily News in Perth managed to
have a few worsl with Carroll and it was reported by the journalist that:
No wonder Carroll won the Victoria Cross for extraordinary valour. Lying in the hospital ward this
morning he presented the most amazing example of fortitude and indifference to agony that can be

i magi ned. iwhat 6s the good of moani ng and c
representative of the Daily News who offered
morning just above the ankle amWram®d ahéengbsabéow

phil osophi calHblegnworséilt mé gult demmabwet lhastAn& how i n a

i
suppose 1611 bfe SWwadmre Biot ts¢ enpwiat pothe® best of 06

John Carroll would return to work in Yarloop through tf88as. Unfortunately, in March 1933 his brother
Martin Carroll (No. 244 44" Battalior) was killed in a car accident on the Coolgardie Road. John returned
to Kalgoorlie for the funeral. Two years | aoter i
Sanatorium. This was a hospital generally used for TB sufferers. Though it is thought that John and Mary
had no children, in the insertion in the newspaper there was mention of a daughter by the name of June.
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In 1938, John was one o
four WA VC recipiets to be invited
to Anzac Day services in Sydney. H
was always being invited to differen
military events and in 1956 Joh
attended the Victoria  Cross
Centenary celebrations in Englang
After his return from England, Joh
lived in the Perth metropolita
district but ill health in the early
1970s forced him to enter Hollywoo
Repatriation Hospital.

John Carroll VC died on 4
October 1971 and is buried in th§
Roman  Catholic  section ‘
Karrakatta Cemeterfjoelow].

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL 044956

i % [Above: Sydney, NSW, 23.4.1938. A groyportrait of Victoria Cross

% " recipients who were invited to Sydney by the United Licensed Victuallers
M rassve Association to march as a group in the 1938 Sydney Anzac Day march.
= odm i | This gesture by the ULVA was part of the Australian sesquicentennial
' (150 years) celebtians. The photograph was taken on the roof of the
ULVA headquarters at 1llefttog@owael |
Jackson VC, WD Joynt VC, J Hamilton VC, WM Currey VC, T Caldwell
VC (Royal Scots Fusiliers), PC Statton VC MM, JJ Dwyer \JCCarroll VC, ET Towner VC MC, TL
Axford VC MM. AWM 044956.]

Strazeele 1918

AT

The photo above is taken from a rare collection of photos takem ByFasoldier on the Western Front. As soldiers
were banned from having cameras after Gallipoli, nearly all photos we see were takeroffigighephotographers.
The collection is believed tmostlyshow men of the®Battalion. Supplied by Sean McManus.
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@ied for love of countryd Private 5156 Amor Mundy, 1% Battalion
Contributed by Barrie Brewer, Bonnet "Becgmber ®a6ur c e d

Through the courtesy of Mr HS Daisley, JP, of Norton St, we are enabled to pihlelis
following pathetic letter fronPrivate George Mundy, in which he conveys to his parent
the sad story of the death of his brothenivate A Mundy. [Right: Private Amor Mundy.
AWM P05301.128.]

But the saddest story of all is the fact that a fortnigfteér he wrote this letter,
Private George Mundy laid down his life in defence of his country, and a loving mot
mourns in silence the loss of her two bonnie boys who are sleeping the last long sl
away from home and loved ones.

Heroic mother of &roic sons,

the burden is great
The sorrow intenseears flow, hearts ache.
Sympathy with you in your trouble.

Kindly thoughts turn towards you. But nothing can help, and you must mourn till the long day closes and the
night comes on.

France, 31'July 1916
My Dear Mother and Father

You have al/l heard before this of poor Amo
23% July, in the charge on Pozieres of which you will have read about. One of the chaps who
belongs to his tent came over to our trenches the next morning, broke the news to me, and took me
over to see where he lay.

He had been hit in the head with a piece of shrapnel shell, and death must have been
instantaneous, as he was lying just as he had fadlethwas not disfigured.

Dear Mum, you must not grieve too much and upset yourself, although it is very hard for you
to bear, and remember that Amor died doing his duty in one of the biggest battles, and that it was
successful. It was a terrible battlencdhanyone who came through at all wonder how and why they
are still alive, and it was better, as his time had come, that he passed away in the earliest part of the
battle, and did not have to suffer the agony of the next few days, and still be killethyncdidoody
and mind, whereas his end came when he was in hot blood and excitement, and could have felt no
pain at all.

Try and keep good heart, dear mother, and remember that God has all our destinies shaped,
and that your son was called away in thea@ysn of his duty, the noblest duty that man was ever
asked to do, with his face to the foe for the protection of his dear mother and sisters, and home and
be proud of him for that.

Well, dear mother, and all of you, do try and bear up, and rest cotitah Amor was
smiling and satisfied in doing his share, and although my own heart is full, well | know that you can
only watch and wait and have the hardest lot to bear. | cannot bear to say any more at present. God
be with you till we meet again.

Fromyour ever loving son,

George
I am quite well myself but Ned Orr was wounded.

(Ned Orr is a son of the welhown dairyman of Leichhardt.)

Death of Private 2245 George Mundy, 3™ Battalion
This report of the death of Private George Mundy, the writ¢heforegoing letter, in which he told the sad
story of his br ot hdany Curtid ebandimgster wiathe AMG [Austtakan Miting
Corps], a brothem-law to the lad.

As Lieutenant Clarke told me, G ecovasgoe duty anghea b o
front line of trenches on the night of August'18Bhe officer had noticed a pile of bombs in front of
the trench (Nemandés | and) , and decided that t hey ouglt

them there would be a very big exgitmm and a great waste of bombs.
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He called on four bomb throwers at 2am on th&, 3hen all was dark,
and they all went over the parapet, and were putting the bombs into sanc
when suddenly a shell from th@ermans struck the pile of bombs and tl
explosion was terrible. Two men were blown to pieces, and George had t
seven wounds. The officer was badly cut on the forehead (he showed me thi
and the sergeant succeeded in getting George on a stretcher. As they were
him to the advancediressing station George was quite conscious and s ~
goodbye to all his mates. On reaching the dressing station he was still s ‘
although bleeding from all his wounds. His nose was blocked up with thick bl A
and he said to the chaplain who was on duth e r e, iPl ease I r“: my no:
canoét breathe properlyo. AlIl his w wivere d
motor ambulance for removal to the field hospital when he died on the way there.

The officer further stated that if George had lived hellddvave been decorated, as it was a
very dangerous job, and one worthy of gaining a Military Medal.

He said when he lost George he lost one of his best men.

Both are buried near each other on the same battlefield (Pozieres, in the Somme).

Yours fratermlly,

Harry Curtis.

[Above right: Private George Mundy. AWM P05301.129.]

Profiles of the Mundy brothers
Graeme Hosken, Dubbo

George and Amor Mundy were the sons of Amor Samuel and EFf

FIl orence Mundy of O6Bromsgr ove Stre
Sydney. Amor and Ellen had 11 children: 8 girls and 3 boys, of wh
only one daughter died as an infamRight: It is hard to imagine that==%
27 Stanley Street, Leichhardt, housed a family of 12 by 1900.
Mundys moved to Ingham Avenue, Five Dock, in 1923.

George Albert Mundy enlisted on 26 May 1915 as a 20 ye
old ironworker with four years militia experience. He was placed
the 8" Reinforcements for the"3Battalion but was transferred to th
55" Battalion on 13 February 1916, only to rejoin 8feon 12 March §
(an unusual occurrence). He had served on Gallipoli from 4 Aug
1915 with the % Battalion (just in time for Lone Pine, where h
received a lacerated hand) and was there for the Evacuation (whi
described in a letter which will beuplished in a future issue).

George died of his wounds on the day after tAéattalion progressed the line towards Mouquet
Farm and was subject to intense German artillery fire. The unit was pulled out of the line that night, without
further loss. Gege Mundy isburiedin the Becourt Military Cemetery, 2km east of Albert, in grave I.P.3.

On 21 June 191 Edith [6.e184],gveote 2 losgilestdr fpartjally edited] to Base
Recor ds, which reveal s t he sdeatlsiamd reminds bsef a timeawhénl y 1
Leichhardt and Paddington were very much the home of working class families, struggling to make ends
meet:

Dear Sir

| would like you to please enlighten me on very unsatisfactory knowledge. In reference to an
issue in6 S u n 6-6-rfin resfect to dep[endent] allowances it is stated that if a mother was
partially dep[endent] on a son or sons, or would have been after a period of enlistment, she would
be entitled to the same as a wife.

Now | would like to know ini my mot her 6s case of |l osing t
other at Pozieres; the first only having left these shores three months, the second being in action
from Lone Pine up till 10 August 1916, then losing his life in a bombing event in which his officer
stated had he lived he would have reclommended] MM; and as my people had only five years
previously lost my eldest brothe8gémuelb. 1880- d.1911i Ed], who was a married man withife
and three children (one little one preceding him one month in death), leaving widow and two little
sons in such circumstances that it fell to my
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give help at times when possible, as my brotherrwast even insured and at
income ceased with his last wage.

Then again, owing to 11 children in family and a very hard struggle my parents had, Father,
now in his 6% year and Mother nearly 60 and only one son still a lad in hisyE@r and two young
sisters, one who is afflicted in speech owing to a very bad burning accident when a child, which
renders her unfit for service of a general nature and therefore dependent on Father, whose health
owing to years of hard labour and losshe$ three sons is fast failing, | as well as many others have
so often wondered whether under all the circumstances [if] my parents are entitled to a pension of
some kind, if not for both sons (as their ages were on enlisting 20 and 22, just turneuyémdsid
except for circumstances owing to War had helped to support home), if we are [entitled to a]

pension to equal sonsd support. There are fou
much ifanything should happen toakher: one has four yognchildren and husband on weekly
wage; another three baby girl s, husband at Fr

myself wife of a Gunner on active service with one little boy and a younger sister has just left school.
Then again, as Mothén notice from Melbourne asking her she entitled to a pension? |
think it is quite a necessity in face of all | have stated, that they should receive a little in return for
the sacrifice of two lives of the best of sons and brothers who would have thedpein every way
and to ease a little of the pain of their sad loss. It is hard enough to rear a large family in face of
great odds as we have and to see two of them rise to manhood, loved and respected by all, to lose
their lives in honour and glory tiinish at the grave, is very hard. Trusting you will be good enough
to give me a little enlightenment and hoping | have not taken up too much of your already busy time.
| remain
Yours respectfully,
EO Morris
Mrs HJ Morris
35 Campbell Street
Paddington
Sydney NSW

The Army replied, stating that Elsie needed to submit her question to the Pensions Department. From
February 1918, a war pension totalling one pound 14 shillings per fortnight was paid to Ellen Mundy for the
loss of her two sons.

In 1967, anther sisterElsie Victoria Mundy o f Pet er sham, applied for G

Amor William Mundy gave up his job as an upholsterer to enlist in the AIF on 4 September 1915 at the age
of 22 years and 11 months. He was taken on strength of'tBatthlion in France on 7 July 1916sixteen

days later he was killed in the hoper at Pozieres. He has no known grave and is commemorated on the
Villers-Bretonneux National Memorial.

Endnotes (1) Amor is incorrectlymbbsstMadhEgwivatr @e ) NAAd
Orr served as Private 51907 Battalion, enlisting on the same day as Amor. Ned was wounded on 20 July
1916 which was before Pozieres, so he must have ©

saw Ned trarferred to England. After recovery, Ned was attached to the Postal Corps then transferred to the
61° Battalion. In September 1917, Ned was transferred back td'tBatthlion. On 23 September 1918, Ned

was sent to the Safe Custody Compound and on 1&€xcieas courmartialled on the charge 6fd e s er t i o |
on or about 0300 21/9/18 till about 0900 218/ He was found guilty and sentenced to three years
imprisonmentwith a forfeiture of 1 115 daypay; the sentence to be served at Portland Prison, UK. This
harsh sentence for suocwhsaarsebBott pér i Ned bdbfi ddesaert
1* Battalion[119 men of thelBat t al i on & VWhe sehtenceiassisspendgdia] he returned to

Australia in June 1919. Ned was living at 41 Boomerang Street, Haberfield, in the 1920s. (3) Harry Curtis
was1921 William Henry Curtis, husband ot.illian Alice Mundy , whom he married in 1911. Harry was a
musician when he enlisted on 20/12 and was allocated to the Mining Corps. Harry served with the 3
Tunnelling Company and the AE&MMB Company and rose to the rank of company sergeant major. In a
field general court martial, Curtis was found guilty on three charges: 1. receiving papliesinknowing

them to have been stolen (3 160 francs); 2. receiving stolen monies belonging to regimental funds (280
francs) and 3. AWL from 3.12.17 to 28.12.17. Harry was reduced to the ranks and sentenced to two years
imprisonment with hard labour. lpoe t o recount this episode in Harr.y
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Extract from 6Snowy to the Sonm
1

A Muddy and Bloody Campaign, 1916-1 9 1 8 0
Tim Cook, Holland Park.

Tim Cook, member and author of the newly released history of thBdfalion, has supplic 6 DI GGER &
with an extract from his booM. t describes the 6Raid on WhiZ" Farm
Battalion in the Wytschaete Sector on the night of 3/4 March 1918.

The raiding party left the Australian lines at 11.10 pm. The sky was astesnd the raiders were hindered

by the neacomplete darkness. However, the early actions were completed in time and the men made their
way to the assembly area without incident. The kaygd men di dnét Lleace €orpbralng t o
Archie Winter [3204 Archibald Thomas Winterj wasj ust i n 4na & ians iwkden our barrageo

c ame dGumsnfom an 1®ounder battery and a 4ikch howitzer battery sent volleys of shells
plunging into 1t thepilboxes a @kiz Farb¥idditiortali axtilery, supported by trench
mortars and nehineguns, pounded other enemy positions in the neighbourtiRrocite Edmund Street

[1570 Edmund Harrington Stréetatched the start of the raid from the Australian lidssingle gurspoke,

and then there followed a mighty crashing and smashing. The wild tornado of shells rushing through the air
filled me with awe ... A minute later the air was a mass of shooting and quivering coloured lights [German
flares]. The reds, the blue, theegm, the white, the orange they all soared up and descended brilliantly ...
The machine guns got an early start and thousaofdbullets cracked across Moa n ansl. The sound of

rifle fire swelled the chao§.

As the first shells landed the raiders stagdand, line abreast, walked towards the objective. The
German barbed wire was patchy and formed no serious obstacle. Once through the wire, the raiders wheeled
slightly right so they struck all three pillboxes simultaneously. Lance Corporal Winter stasehind the
barrage, and commentedtiiat t was good oh following it é along
happened to be on the | ef tWinfel with $omesnwodektyy fils fomention e r e s
that he led the flank respsible for keeping the correct direction for the entire assault.

As they advanced, the raiders came under withering maghimefire from Whiz Farm and
surrounding enemy positions. The Australians paused for a few seconds some 30 metres from the objective
while they waited for the barrage to lift. Then, as the bombardment suddenly shifted to other targets, the
raiders surged forward to close with the pillboxes before the Germans could organise a coherent defence. As
planned, they fell on all three pillbaxeimultaneously. It was furious, grim work. The flashes of exploding
shells and flares illuminated the night and, in this flickering blwtkwhite world, it was difficult to tell
friend from foe.

From the southernmost pillbox, a machine gun placedpmt the concrete structure fired until the
attackers were within a few metres of Rrivate Charlie Arnett [2260 Charles Victor Arnettjushed
forward, bayonéng both members of the machigpegun6s crew. Around him, the
the wo Germans remaining in the pillbox. The prisoners were despatched under escort aaroasnNb s
land.

Responsibility for the capture of the norther
team. Winter was reluctant to describe the subsequentshis diary statingt What transpired
not rel at e any hHowevew ¢he titatioh foa thewDistinguished Conduct Medal he was
awarded for his part in the raidopghevi[dceesr mamhe gi
defended the strongpoint with the greatest resistance and in the hand to hand struggle which ensued
[Winter] accounted for two of the enemy, each of whom were in the act of firing on other members of the
party. o6

Private Les Curran [1630 Leslie William Curran MM)was also involved in the savage fighting
around this pillbox, killing three Germans with his bayonet. Two Germans were encountered in the rear of
the central pillbox.Lieutenant Colless[Lieutenant Stanley Colless] shand killed them as they were
aiming their rifles.

Using the precious seconds bought for them by the defenders of the pillboxes, the remainder of the
enemy garrison in Whiz Farm chose to flee rather than fight. A party of up to 15 Germans was observed
retreating along a trench leading away from the position. Lieutenant Colless ordered a limited pursuit of the
withdrawing enemy. The raiders sprinted after them throwing grenades, and five or six Germans were seen
to fall.

As abruptly as it started, thegfiting was over. Lieutenant Stan Colless instrutiace Corporal
Albert Turner [ 5452 Albert Harold Turnérthe intelligence specialist, to search all three pillboxes. None
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was found to contain papers or anything else of intelligence value. As the \ageatithe raid had now
been achieved, Lieutenant Colless ordered the withdrawal. Just after this directive was issued, a flare
exposed a hitherto unnoticed German machine gun firing from a shell hole around 15 metres away; three
grenades were thrown, killn g t h e -n@amu aredvsThat avroachine gun could be firing in such close
proximity without coming to the attention of the raiders is testament to the noise and confusion of the battle.

The retirement was undertaken as rapidly as possible. It toddngray gunners a few minutes to
respond, but as the withdrawal commenced, a heavy artillerynamehwerferbarrage descended on No
manbdébs | and and the Australian forward positions.
the raiders tanake their way towards one of the™™at t al i onds northern strongf
party of eight Germans was observed approaching from the direction of Bang Farm, apparently with the
intention of counteattacking. Lieutenant Colless colledte¢he seven men nearest him and formed an
impromptu rearguard. The Germans and Australians clashed in a sharp, brutal engagement in the middle of
No-mandés | and. Six of the enemy were killed, one o
aggriewved Australian officer slew him. The two remaining Germans fled.

The majority of raiders reached the safety of the Australian lines at 12.14 am. Lieutenantadlless
his rearguard were forced by enemy fire to make a wide detsthwards, entering the Australian lines in
the5%Battalionds sector at around 12.45 am. Short]
fire.

As the raiding party had returned in dribs and drabs, it took until 6.00 am the followinopgnfmn
them to realise that one man was missihg. i v at e Re ub e n[52410Raubdn \Sidiith&dnbeen h
knocked over by a shetlurst from the supporting artillery just as he neared the objective. When asked if he
could find his way back to the Austiah lines he responded,| 6 m & ¢ a i g yittseems likely that
Smith had become disoriented and stumbled further towards the German lines, where he later died. His body

was never recovered despite careful searches-ohblan 6 s | and dowingtthe mid.ni ght s f ol
Extract from the back cover of O6Snowy
s N Y Based on eye witness accourapwy to the Somntieices the story of the 85
Battalion, from its birth in the dusty camps of Egypt through three years of

SOM M E brutal, bloody conflicts on the bitter Western Front.

When the Great War ended in 1918, over 500 of the 3 000 men who
A Moday.and Bloocy Camealon; 19161218 served in the 85Battalion had been slain and anothe0 @oundedSnowy to
the Sommeahares personal stories of Australian men ag $t@red down the
horrors of war with determination, courage and mateship. With chapters devoted
to the significant battles at Fromelles, Doignies, Polygon Wood, Péronne and
Bellicourt, this book tells the story of one battalion, but in doing so it
encapsulates the experiences of many Australians on the Western Front.
TIMOTHY J COOK Available from all good book stores. (Congratulations, Tim!)
[Big Sky Publishing, ISBN 9781922132635].

Digger

(What the Australians ddhemselves En gl i sh )A Tommy 0.

Digger, the resolute, reliable, true,

The fighter who saw the bloomind war th
The steadfast and sporty, brim fullfoh i

Digger, who scrapped it with Jerry the Hun.

Digger, we praise tlee we love thee so brave;

Youdbve wonderfully helped the whole wor
Digger, God bless you, Digger, our own,

As a fighter or comrade you stand out alone.

SS Dorman, CFCapt.

Source 6Saxon Sentinel 6, pr odu c-eSdppledby Ray Blackihe authord a n u a
remains unidentified.
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Private 792 William Allan Irwin DCM, 33" Battalion
Rod Carpenter, Cidla Bay.
Compiled from information and photographs providedNiiliam Durrantand Adrian Altona.

William Allan Irwin  was born in 1878 at Coonabarabran, NSW. He died o
September 1918rédm wounds received in action during an extremely her
action on 31 August near Bouchavesnes, France.
William was one of the children of William Allan Irwin (died 1917) al
Eliza Griffin (of Kamilaroi [Gomeroi] descent, died 1913).
: Left: Wedding group taken
24.121910. Standing. to R: George ' 1
and Ernest Gr os:¢ Il O s st
brothers); Elsie Allan, Henry Allen A"
(brother) Eli za Al |
mother) and John Allan (brother)
Front: Maggie and Alfred Sampso
parents of the bride. Willianand
James Allan did not attend thé
wedding] Not e: O6Al |l and i s isEd.meEst i mes
= & photo courtesyHenry Bunnyd Allen, Moree]
W|II|am applied for enllstment in the AIF on 30 December 1915 at Moree, NSW, at the age of 37
years and 10 months. He listed hidie or calling as a shearer. At the time of his enlistment his address was
gi ven as si mmland hi$neda of kireas higNahwilliam Allan Irwin, Post Office, Quirindi,
NSW.

Williambs physical descr i pthiton5 6o9nd helgn He5nRIi ns)t; me
(65.7 kg); chest measurement 323 5 0 ; compl exi on, dar k; eyes, bar
denomination, Roman Catlic; distinctive marks/remarkscars under both knees.

William was one of the recruits who enéd at the Narrabri Depot Camp on 3 January 1916. From
Narrabri the recruits moved to the Armidale Depot.

At Armi dal e, Wil |l iam wa < Batalienj ap i kebruarg 1986CAfter Co mp
initial training at the Armidale Depota&np he moved wit the battalion to the Rutherforda@p near
Maitland in March 1916 for training with other unisthe 9" Brigade, which was part of th& ®ivision.

The 3% Battalion and the *lReinforcements left Rutherford Camp and caught a train to Sydney on
3 May 1916 and the next day boarded the troopskimathon There were 1 028 officers and men of th& 33
Battalion, plus the 97 men of th& Reinforcements, aboard.

Their original deination was to be Egypt, but that was changedouteto head direct for England.

Summary of the journey

4 May 1916: left Sydney.

11 May: arrived Albany stayed out in the harbour, took on coal and waten Diggers were taken ashore

at Albany, sickand one of these subsequently died of pneumonia.

17 May: on way to Colombo, received message to proceed to England via Durban or return to Fremantle.
The transport did not have enough coal to reach Durban so it returned to Fremantle.

21 May: arrived Fren@tleT a route march through town to the oval for sports.

23 May: left Fremantlé splendid weather.

7 June: arrived Durbainshore leave for a march afide hours free time.

9 June: left Durbain bad weather, seasickness rampant. Six men failed to emfihrihe Marathon They

were detained by the Military Police and placed on later transports.

15 June: arrived Cape Townmarch in Cape Town, no leave granted. Gun boat escort arrived. No shore

|l eave to town was gr ant e.defusahtd dotfatigads, resudtisgun faueDiggersn a
being charged with mutiny and 183 charged with disobedience of orders.

16 June: left Cape Town.

24 June: crossed the Equatanjoyed good weather.

29 June: arrived Dakar in Senegalery hot, no shorkave.

30 Juneleft Dakar.

A dayo6s s ai | metby afhutilléPof destroyers. h :

9 July: arrived Plymouth, England and disembarked at Devonport.

DIGGER 67 Issue 47


https://www.facebook.com/D.holland.spud?hc_location=timeline

After a 65 day voyage (the longest recorded for a
troopship) theMarathon finally arrived in Englad and the
33 Battalion disembarked and then caught trains
Amesbury on the Salisbury Plai®n 10 July 1916 the men
marchedthree miles to Lark Hill and Durrington Training
Camp, Wiltshirdright] i one mile north of Stonehenge

The 9" Brigade, of vhich the 3% Battalion was a
part, then spent the next several months undergoing si.®
very hard training on Salisbury Plain, until it was thoug
that the brigade was ready. This additional training ensu
that the § was one of the best trained brigade the entire
AlF.

On 28 October 1916, William was charged with t
from midnight 28.10.16 to 10 pm 29.10.16606. He wa:
forfeiture of 15 days pay.

T Loy | On 14 Novenber 1916 he was
Hamilion Battry ™ ) charged with the offence
iﬁ,m.,shi;:;“;;,:%w) | 4.11.16 for 0 n awardec y 6 .
punishment of 14 days Field Punishment No.
| 2 and a total forfeiture of 15 days pay by
N Lieutenant Colonel MorsheadLdft: A map
___ borar e of Lark Hillds WWI camps

_ .. After four months of extensive
Lo Ji1 { training in guards, pickets, trenches and
R [ S school s, batlioh, lalong with sther
i units of the & Brigade, left Southampton for

§ o=
$ 24 ¢ W
. ol \ann

“e-Ah, ~'Bam
" Destructor

. Le Havre, France, on 21 November 1916. The
Sele 9 8 S5 33“ were aboard the paddle steamdro n a 6 s
Source: Ja:s. NDESZ F-'.'?nseru-‘sn'ng Lg ;|t I.m Q ueen

After disembarkation the battalion
marched about four miles to a camp where they stayed overnight. They then endured a 48 hour train journey
to Bailleulincattlet r uc ks mar ked 6éHommes [people] 40, Chevau
The 3% Battalion arrivedat Steenwerck, F—=
France, on the 24 The unit thenmoved into the &<
trenches at LaChapl | e do&6Ar ment i | 3
Armentieres, right] on the 27 to get their first |, BN, A
experiences at trench warfare in what was to be="Stecawerck \\'\ NS .
very harsh, bitterly cold winter. Téipart of the Front| \ 2>/
was known as the ONur s| .

77 Romann _ '['Iv.wgﬂr'rrr" W f" N
3 -,ﬁv’ \ N
AP e NH)
g S Le TouquetONJ)/ s 1
N \ / ,/4'.1 g

. LeBuee/ M7

™ e o )\
: '\"'f'i”' \0---,&‘ r/‘,:ﬁ(,-kn”mi:t&'-:—:n

N
- Erquinghem-Lys /
7N T =

. . Le l‘: Morutr/‘;:‘/ / // 3 %
where the new units were sent to be eased into t| |\ _&fa cedunac - N ey Lo Prevore,
{ Z % z TiChapelle ™3|\ 7
I’O|eS. \ “XI rmentieres, -‘;«‘}“‘
. . . e v/ ] N / Perer
The battalion had front line and subsidiar: : G I\ VR Himend
line duties in the Armentieres sector for the winte, 7 / oo Y T WAE U Y4 I
NY 7 K‘"r;m!'n"‘XQ;:‘OJ-I'}'”""".")T"\ Can ;

first holding the Square Fa sector and later’s /%
Houplines The rotation was generally one week in the front line, where trench routine included patrols, raids
and working parties. Then one week out of the line when the battalion was housed in billets at locations west
of Armentieres.

On 14 May 1917, in the Le Tougquet and was treated,by Wi | |
the 11" Field Ambulance. He was transferred to the Divisional Rest Station on theH&5was then
discharged to duty on the 2%nd rejoined the 33Battalion on 28 May. The battalion was in billets at
Nieppe at this time.

The 3% moved from the Armentieres sector to Ploegsteert Wood on 20 May 1917 in preparation for
their first major battle, the famed Battle of Messines.

On 7 June 1917 at 3.10 ah® mines were blown along the Messines Ridge. Two mines exploded on
the 33% s fthe® was aleafening roar, the trenches swayed like an earthquBke German defenders
were hurled into the air, along with concrete bunkers, equipment and tonnaghpfaad 19 enormous
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craters were left after the debris had crashed back down again. It had taken nearly two years of tunnelling to
bury all these mines behind and under the enemy line; a very dangerous task for the tunnelling soldiers.
During the 7 Junattack by the 33 Battalion on the right flank of Messines Ridge, William was
wounded in action, receiving a gun shot wound (shrapnel) to the right buttock. He was treated"by the 9
Field Ambulance and on thd'8vas admitted to the 265eneral Hospitan Etaples. Then on the ®e was
transferred to the"6Convalescent Depot. William was transferred on 21 July to the Australian General
Hospital at Abbeville, and evacuated to England on 3 August, where he was admitted to the Pavilion General
Hospitel at Brighton
Left: Ultimo Crater [topmost arrow] and
Factory Farm Crater, the location of the two
mines on the 33Battalion front

- On 27 August, William Irwin was
- transferred to the 3 Auxiliary Hospital at
Hartford and granted furlough for thenod
/| 28.8.17 to 11.9.17, with orders to report to
‘¢ the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham
Downs on completion.

William marched into No. 1

: 1 R ‘ Command Depot on September™1and

then on 12 September 1917 was admltted to sEmalﬂtrallan Dermatological Hospitat Bulford (with VD).
On 15 October he was discharged to the Convalescent Training Depot, Parkhouse, having spent 34 days
under treatment.

On 30 October 1917, William marched in to No. 3 Command Depot where he was medically
classified asersedlrdinhg cafp in tabrele eaveeks)o Then, on 5 November, he was
reclassified as 6A36 (fit for overseas training c
rejoining their unit overseas).

William, on 8 November, marched in to theddseas Training Brigade at Longbridge Deverill, and
then on the 28 proceeded overseas, via Southampton, to France and the Australian Infantry Base Depot at
Rouelles.

He marched out to the front on the™@ nd r ej oi ned ™éBat@lionC wemPoat me | 33
Nieppe, on 29 November 1917.

On 18 January 1918, William was admitted to th8 AQstralian Field Ambulance with scabiasd
on the 18 was transferred to the Divisional Rest Station. On tHeH26was discharged back to duty, and
rejoined his unit three days later. The battalion was in the Meteren Camp near Bailleul, France, at this time.

The Somme 1918
In March 1918 the Germans launched thW
!

Spring Offensive and broke through th
British lines.
The 33 Battalion, as part of the'3 ,/
Division, were sent from Cremerest to thf Fi ™"
Somme sector, where an emergency defer| ||
line was established between Ribemsut )
Ancre (south of Albert) and Corbie. The
arrived there on 27 March and were to act
counterattack troops from that emergenc| -
defence line. L -
The 33 Battalion was ordered on 29 =mes [
March to march to Gy (about 42 miles
southwest of Corbie and two miles south i -
west of VillersBretonneux). :
The battalion was engaged in the
fighting atHangard and Lancer Woods south of Vill&metonneux on 3@1 March 1918.
During April, the ' Brigade, along with other units from England and Canada, were heavily
engaged in the defence of the village of VillBretonneux. On 4 April 1918, at VilleiBretonneux,
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William was wounded in action for the second occasida was treated by the ¥4Australian Field
Ambulance for a GSW to the right arm and transferred to the Casualty Clearing Station.

On the & he was admitted to thé“aGeneral HospitalteHavre, and on the™@April was transferred
toangIand aboard the Hospital Si8pint Patrickand was then admitted to the Bath War Hospital on the
10"

William was granted leave for the period 23 April to 7 May with orders to report to No. 1 Command
Depot at Sutton Veny on completion. On 8 May he marched into No. 1 Command Depot and was classified
as O0OB1A36. He marched out to the Overseas Trainir
stayed for three weeks.

He proceeded overseas to Frarmon 5 June, marching in to the Australian Infantry Base Depot on
the 6". William then marched out to the front on 12 June 1918 and rejoined tH@aB@lion on the 1§ in
the frontline trenches near VillesBretonneux.

Wiliamwaswih t he battalion in the famed | arge scal
August 1918, south of the Somme River. THeB9igade was given Accroche Wood as its first objective.
Colonel Morshead of the $3vas in charge of the"® r i g a d e ¢his opprationt [Acoréche Wood is in
the top right corner of the map below.]
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Map of the first Viller-Brettoneux action 4th April 1918
from Official History of Australia in the War of 1914-18

Over t he next three weeks fron
advanced nearly 30 miles in the Somme sector, #aoroche
Woodto west of Bouchavesnes.
On 31 August 1918, whilwi t h 6 C6 Co my
was wounded in action for the third occasion in the attack
6Road Wood?ad, near B o uc h ashek recei

wounds to his back and thighde was treated at the"6
Australian Field Ambulance, and transferred to th&@4sualty
Clearing Station where he died wbunds the next day, on ]
September 1918.

William Irwin was buried the same day in the Daou
Communal Cemetery Extension (the village of Daours
located 10 km east of Amiens). The service was conducte The batte lines before the attack on Road and Marrieres Woods
Reverend TH Scott. b i

WIRIA1 )0 M ey o ey g TG M) 9 el oy
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On 27 October 1918, Private William Allan Irwin was posthumously awarded the Distinguished

Conduct Medal (DCM)His citation reads

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty during the operations at Road Wood on Adgust 31
1918. Sigle-handed, and in the face of extremely heavy fire, Private Irwin rushed three separate
machinegun posts and captured the three guns and crews. It was while on the point of rushing a

fourth machine gun that he was severely wounded.

On his irresistible dah and magnificent gallantry, this man materially assisted our advance through
this strongly held and defended Wood, and by his daring actions he greatly inspired the whole of his

Company.
[London Gazette: ThJanuary 1920, and Australian Gazette” April 1920.]

Left: William
Allan Irwin,
second row
from back,
second from
left (claimed
by Chris
Munro).

Lark Hill,
England, 1916
AWM
P08122.001.
Below. DCM.

-
o TS
NS .
- -

-
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

In 1919 the military authorities requested information from the Moree Police as soiaying next of kin,

as bot h Wil liambs parents wer e now deceased,

an

uncl aimed. The foll owing reply was sent by Sergea

| beg to report that from inquiremade | have ascertained that the late No. 792, Private WA Irwin,

DCM, 339 Battalion, was a son of William Allan, who resided at Goondiwindi with a woman named

Eliza Griffin, there was three boys born to this union VM/illiam Allan Irwin, Henry Terene

Allan Irwin and John Donald Allan Irwin. The Mother and Father not being married they took the
name of Irwin from an Uncle. While very young the Mother left the Father at Goondiwindi and lived

with a man named William Grose, the Father then left Goondivand lived with another woman

at Quirindi nothing since can be found of the Father and he is supposed to have died at Quirindi 2
years ago. There were three more boys born after the Mother went to live with Grose, and the three
Allan Irwins then took th name of Grose, and dropped the name of Allan Irwin. The Mother died at
Gunnedah on the f4June 1913 leaving six boys, three of these were Allan Irwins taking the name

of Grose and the other three stbpthers were Grose. It is the eldest one of theethers William

Allan Irwin that is the deceased Soldier and the next eldest brother, Henry Terence, known as Harry
Grose, would be next of kin. The brother referred to holds all correspondence and Military papers

belonging to his deceased brother.

ste

Seveal years after the war had ended, Williamb6s
medal s, a photo of his grave, ae sp a@mp htlheet Meenntoirtilad
060The Dead MandtheMemerial Bcyod
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His personal belongings were sent to a Miss K Ryne (the sole legatee under the terms of his will), ¢/
Post Office, Narrabri.

At some time around 1930, Wil liambébs medal s we|
but they were never returnethe family have been searching for them but have not yet had success. [Medal
numbers: British War Meddl 38256; Victory Medal 37944.]

Oral history
The story that has been passed down to the current generation is that after the war the fasulgef
Cartwright VC [Private 726, 33B n ] met with Williambdbs familyydin Me

theVictoriaCros§ or hi s actions during the same atffdrlsisck on
similar actionsWilliam was posthumously awaed the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM).

The discussion of the two families raised some doubt about who was the first to charge the-machine
gun posts, but it was George that came back and picked up the wounded William and helped him back to the
field amulance.

Right: Williambs grave at Da ¢
of the headstone is from the Kamilaroi country (a significe
part of the Kamilaroi culture).

It was placed there by Chief Petty Officer Jam
Carroll during April 2012 to provide Wili am a | i
countryo.

Written sources

www.facebook.com/33rdBattalion Ne w Engl an
6Coll ection on CDO& compil e
http:/tracker.org.au/2013/05/amesistibledash/by Mr Chris
Munro.

ONever A Backward Stepdé by i tal
by Rod Carpenter).

Special offer to members!

New member Rod Carpenter, author of this article, has s

many years researching the'Battalion and profiling its

members with the help of rndant

material has been placed a€D [2™ Ed] and he is offering it
to members at a 20% discount ($22 incl. postage in Austr
overseas mendrs POA. Legacy receives $5 from each C
sold.

The CD contains a veritable treasure trove
i nformation: 250 Digger profiles, 1 000 pages; tr
register, 234 pages; the unit history, 68 pagesgdipital version of the book, Never a Backward Step, 336
pages (reproduced with permissiotlanscribedroutine orders, 400+ pages; over 400 photographs of
individuals,plusmany maps.

To obtain a copy, contact Rodggm@shoal.net.awr send d&acebook private message via:
www.facebook.com/33rdBattalion

Answers to DIGGER Quiz No. 47

. TheLeinsterwas sunk on 10 October 1918, one month and one day before the Armistice.

. TheLeinsterwas on its regular mail and passenger run, sailing from Dublin to Hollyhead.

. Loss of life totalled 501 of those aboard.

There were 489 military personnel abgandluding 13 soldiers of the AlF.

. TheLeinsterwas torpedoed by the German submarine128, commanded by Robert Ram

. Severof the thirteen Australian soldiers and one Austratiarse Winifred Starling lost their lives

. The UB123 was losin the North Sea on its journey back to Germany when it struck a mine. All crew were lost.
. US President Woodrow Wilson told the German Government on 14 October thatainierde no peace as long as Germany
continued to attack passenger ships.
9. In 1919, armed conflict broke out between Irish Nationalists and the British. It suited both sides to downplay the partiphiT by Ir

ONOUAWNE

men and women in the Great War.
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Corporal 1520 William Polding Ryan, 31°' Battalion
Contributed by Geoffrey Benno@ced fronthe Fromelles Descendants Database Facebook page

I never knew anything abowilliam Polding Ryan while | was growing up. The first time | saw any
reference to him was when | was 43 years of age.
France, in the Battle of Fromelles on 19 July, 1916.

| never heard my grandfather mention him. | never heard my mother mention him. | only found his
name for the first time after | started working on family history in 1999, after | received a copy byf fami

records from an aunt, in which it wasxFmatcalédyl ORI P
1916 aged 20.years 3 monthso
| went to the War Memorial in Canberra on 24 April, 2000t | coul dndét find a

because without written down, | got his name wrong. | thought that the information was wrong, but it was
me that got it wrong instead.

Seven years passed before | renewed any interest in finding out more about William, and in
November 2007 | was able to find his seevrecords through the Austrati War Memorial wetite. | was
surprised by what | found. | thought from the records that he was buried in a mass grave in VC Corner
Cemetery, near Fromelles. And that was it. If | was ever going to travel to France agaild jo there and
see the cemetery.

Then | heard about a teacher who had been working on tallying up the numbers of soldiers killed in
France in WW. The town of Fromelles was mentioned from time to time.

Then in 2008 | heard radio reports that spokaroarchaeological dig to take place, to see if soldiers
were in fact buried at a site identified by the teacher and his friends.

Ithought Kavt t he heck? He might be buried there i
he is found there instad . 6 So, [ registered my interest wi th
advising me that the German war records did not show William as having been buried by them. He had not
been included on the working list of soldiers whom the Army was tigingentify.

Later on, in November 2009 | was advised that my DNA had been identified as not suitable as a
testing candidate. I arranged for my mot herdéds br
lineage, to provide a DNA sample and pasm to the Army. | thought that might be the end of the line of
inquiry for me.

Then on 16 March, 2010, | received a call at work, about 10 mint
before | was due to go out for lunch. A man named Christian, from the |
Graves Commissigrtold me tha a Public Media Release was coming L
soon. And that William Polding Rydmight] had been positively identified
by use of the DNA sample given by my uncle. | began choking up, |
tears welling up in my eyes, and the scalp on my head was prickly Her
news. | could not understand why these feelings were coming over me
they did. And they still do. Something that seemed so simple, had help¢
identify the remains of a soldier who had been killed in action nearlys
years before, someone | hadidea even existed while | was growing up.

After my uncle was given the news, we spoke over the phone anan
told me that | had to come up with the inscription on the headstone because | had started this process. It took
me a little bit of thinking, but I tried to come up with a connection betwdeat | knew from records was
the anguish of a concerned mother at home, and the generation who now know what happened to him so
long ago. The inscription | came up with IOST SO FAR FROM HOME, AND FOUND SO CLOSE TO
OUR HEARTS.

William Polding Ryans now buried in a marked gravBlot |, Row A, Grave 2 at the new Fromelles
(Pheasant Wood) Military Cemetery. | have resolved to be standing in front of his grave on 19 July, 2016,
one hundred years after he was killed.

There were 250 Australiaand Britshs ol di er s® remains unearthed ¢
Lambis Englezos, a teachjgrow retiredi Ed] with a passion for our history. There will be a lot of other
people who | hope will also travel to Fromelles in 2016, all of whomwhowilld oubt al so say
Lambis for wanting to make sure our familiesd |o
burial place.

i

S

Endnote: A further 20 men from Pheasant Wood have been identified, bringing thedet&hown to 44
of the 250soldiers reinterred at tHeheasant Wood Ntary Cemetery, Fromelles, France.
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The Eleventh Hour
LieutenanFS Tallaboar d t he -18.Saxono6, 1918

Did | bravely do my duty? And when 180 came | p
Did I help to win the war? fi B e noyie haste to go,

Did | fight for fame and glory, But reserve your full resources

Home and Empire Aussi ebs shoreTo deal out the final
Just you listen while | tell you So | basked neath shady gum tree,

How | broke the German power, Pl anned to foil the fo
How | went and Atook t And resolved that | wo
Joined at the eleventh hour. Perhaps? At the eleventh hour.

Was | r&h when | enlisted? And when AHindi dast, push
Did I rush to go to the War? Then on end did stand my hair,

No. | knew men were not needed With rage of course, nor fear, and murmured,

In the year nineteeanefour. i Oh, t hidnkwaGodot t here
And | had no wish to travel, When the tide had turned agalads,

I preferred the home f Andwe hustled Fritzalong

Someone had to keep them burning, | knew that if | still tarried,

And | did it in Al1l50. | couldnotgoverywrong.

And | read the dailpapers So | lingeredand | longered,

Telling how our lads did strive, Till at last | heard the news,

At Cape Helles Anzaci Suvla AThat an Armistice was
Thanked my stars | was still alive. Terms the Bosche could not refuse!

ABol do and fAfearl es s, 0 Onthe eleventh dayof the eleventh month
And just careful : Thi n Atthehourofllam

But | didndét deem it p |wentupandjoinedthe Army

So | joined not i n @16 Forldid notgiveadamn.

And when woundetroops came home, Lor

| could see as plain as daylight

That my caution had proved right.

For a man who looks for trouble

Finds all things are not serene

So | stayed and did long thinking

All through nineteen 0

Second LieutenantFernleigh Silas Tall MC enlisted on 6 August 1915 and returned on #axon

departing England on 11/12/18. He served with th¢A8my) Field Artillery Brigade. He enlisted when he

was a married, 30 year old farmer from Largs Bay, SA. He was awarded the Militaryf@rosaspicuous

gallantry and devotion to duty. During the day when the enemy were shelling a main road with high
explosives and gas, this officer, on three separate occasions, rescued wounded men under great difficulties.
When an ammunitiomwagonand team received a direct hit he went and carried one of the men to safety,
returning again through the barrage to rescaesecond. Later on he assisted in rescuing three more men.

His conduct and example to others throughout the day were of great value to others.

Source 6 Saxon Sentinel 6, pr Couiluedy RayBlackSead, 7 Janua

BROKEN NATION
JOAN BEAUMONT
: The Australian experience of WWI from the home 6
e . by families at home and we read of their resilience in the face of hardship, their acceptance of the endless
BROKEN casualties and their belief in a just cause.
NATION [650 Pages] i Hardback
fsimin i G $65 Retail - FFFAIF Members $55 including Australian postage.

WAR BOOK SHOP

| ‘ 13 Veronica Place, Loftus NSW 2232
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ETCHED IN STONE

(Edited by Russell Curley with additional detail sourced from CWGC by Jim Corkery.)

Thisisthefortys i xt h in a series of extract s, i AFEpitaphsiob hn L
WorldWarl 6, which will appear in successive |issues O

T Place names in bold type are cemetery names 1

Captain W. A. Connell had risen from the ranks and was one of the first Australians to be decorated in the
war. He was a sergeant on 25 April 1915 dutheglanding at Anzac, and rushed the Turkish trenches on the
right flank in a brave attempt to capture a machine gun. In this way he won his DCM. When he was killed in
France more than 30 months later, his men said that he was so brave they couldrstinghtdew he had
survived for so long. (JL)

Captain Connell DCM of the ¥'Battalionwas killed in France on 28 December 1917, aged 33. He
is buried aKandahar Farm in Belgium. The epitaph on his headstone reads:

IN PROUD LOVING MEMORY

OUR ONLY SON
THOUGH DEATH DIVIDES Pte L. Bowen, 8Bn, 2012-16 (31)
FOND MEMORY CLINGS Bernafay Wood British Cemetery, France
TO A SON SO TRUE AND KIND
OUR ONLY BOY Cpl A. R. Roddan, 5%Bn, 21-:3-18 (23)
SADLY MISSED BY HIS Outtersteene  Communal Cemetery Extensign
FATHER, MOTHER AND FOUR SISTERS France
WEEP NOT MOTHER DEAR Cpl W. A. Snell MM, Engineers, 33-18 (37)
NOT DEAD BUT SLEEPING HERE Borre British Cemetery, France
IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR PteH. J. King, 13' Bn, 287-18 (27)
SOLDIER BOY Borre British Cemetery, France
HENRY AND LUCY KING
MY BELOVED SON 2" Cpl J. R. Bishop, 30Bn, 299-17 (24)
Aeroplane Cemetery Belgium
MY FIRST PRIDE MY FIRST JOY Driver G. H. Pickett, Engineers, 22-16 (33)
MY DARLING SOLDIER BOY Quarry Cemetery, Montauban, France
MOTHER
MY BOY Pte R. H. Martin, 29Bn, 88-18
ONE OF THE BRAVE DEFENDERS Adelaide Cemetery,France
OF AMIENS
REST IN PEACE. MOTHER
THERE MIDST THE SILENT SHADOWS Pte J. C. Bell, $Bn, 410-17 (36)
OUR LOVED ONE LIES AT REST Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium
OUR SON
TWAS HARD TO PART Pte D. S. Reneyson, K3 Corps, %-18 (25)
WITH YOU DEAR SON Franvillers Communal Cemetery Extension,
NEVER FORGOTTEN France
MOTHER
ONLY SON Pte M. T. Maher, 56Bn, 254-18 (28)
R.I.P. Aubigny British Cemetery, France

Continued next issue
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