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17" Btn

Etched in Stone, Part 16

Digger Quiz no. 17, with answers

2006 AGM report with photos

DIGGER Contents Issues 1-94.docx



DIGGER 18 CONTENTS:
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Gnr WH Jenner)

Understanding WWI trench map grid references

Digger profile: Pte John Sharman, 1 LTMB, 3™
Btn

Letters from Gunner W Lyall, 8" Bty, AFA

In search of an identity: Athol Osgood, 6" AFA
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MC, DSO, 30" & 53" Btns

Taken prisoner at First Bullecourt: Pte LR
Pezet, 15" Btn
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Digger profile: Sgt James V Lihou, DCM &
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Digger profile: Pte James Paterson, 49" Btn
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contrib. by Tim Lycett 25-27
Drysdale soldier killed — Pte 664 Edwin Thompson, Anzac Cyclist Bn, found on Trove 27
L/Cpl 1426 Lance Tudgey, 34th Bn, Bill Durrant 28-29
Pte 1813 A George Swanson, 9th LHR, 4th DAC, 10th FAB, Graeme Hosken 30-33
Pte 237 Walter Eggins, 33rd Bn, Bill Durrant 34-35
Pte 517 Robert Murdoch Pearce, 4th Bn, Stephen Learmonth 36-41
Cpl 1128 Claire Underwood Alley, 19th Bn, Trevor Munro 41

They Simply Fade Away (Part 9), Chaps 23-24, Pte 2759A John Williamson, 48th Bn,

found on Trove This part sees John in his Scottish home town and returning to Australia 42-47

Pte 568 Frederick John Stubbs, Graeme Hosken and Jesse Stubbs 48-59
Letters to the Underhills of Bega, from Pte 3305 Clyde Underhill, 17th Bn & Pte 4702 William
Bouquet, 19th Bn, Graeme Hosken 60-63
Lieut Col Leslie James Morshead writes to thank the 33rd Bn Northern Comforts Fund (Armidale),
Peter Bartley 64-66
A peaceful resting place — Pte 3058 Walter Finn, 33rd Bn, Graeme Hosken and Peter Bartley 67
2nd Lieut William Harold McMullen, 25th Bn, Geoffrey Benn 68-70
1917 letter: To England via the Panama Canal — 2nd A/M 2046 Edgar Weston Scott, AFC ~ 71-72
12th Brigade Anzac Day sports meeting, 1917, 12th Brigade unit diary for April 1917 73
The Sherman brothers — Pte 1112 Thomas Louis Sherman (discharged) & Gnr 27944 James Alban
Sherman, 12th AFA, Sue Tongue 74

POW statement by Maj Victor Joseph Waine, 46th Bn, captured at First Bullecourt, AWM file 75
Regular features

Trench Talk and Contact/Membership details 2
AIF humour from ‘Memories of Digger days,” The World’s News 29,59, 73
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Pte 2007 George Thomas Littleboy, 42" Bn, identified, Andrew Pittaway

Winning machine-gun team, 12" Bde Sports Meeting, Anzac Day 1917, Greg O’Reilly

Lieut Walter Edward Shiells MC, MID, 6 " & 58 !" Bns, contrib. by Anthony Jones

Pte 4972 Ernest Rolland Touzel, 15 & 46 ™ Bns, Stephen Learmonth

Postscript: How and where did Emest Touzel die? Graeme Hosken and Peter Benson

Memories of other days, NU, MM (probably L/Cpl 4571 James Norman Usher, 3™ Bn)

Empire soldiers in London, 1916, found on Trove

Pte 1785 Reginal Patrick Bartley & Pte 705 Patrick James Bartley, 33" Bn, Peter Bartley

‘Murray’s Diary: An Anzac Story,” invitation to FFFAIF members to attend a play
based on WWI letters, Mark Wilmott, with thanks to John Payne

They Simply Fade Away (Part 7, final), Chs 25-27, Pte 2759A John Williamson, 48" Bn,

3-6

7-12
13-16
16-19
20-21

21
22-26

26

found on Trove. Williamson reflects on the past and future, and his CO, Col Raymond Leane. 27-

33

Pte 1922 Henry Woodward, 42nd Bn & Pte 3385 George Woodward, 415 Bn, Geoffrey Benn34-37
Diaries of L/Cpl William Lycett, 4th FId Amb, Vol Il (1917), Part 5, contrib. by Tim Lycett 38-40

Brothers from Fremantle: Pte 4811 Luke Flanagan, 48th Bn, Sgt 24580 Edgar Francis

Flanagan, 3rd DAC & Lieut Edwin George Flanagan, 35th Bn, Andrew Pittaway 41-44
1915 letter: Pte 594 Robert Gregor, 7 Bn, found on Trove 44
Poems: ‘Kisses for the Turk,” ‘Gallipoli,” and ‘Gilgandra Begins It,” Del W McCay 45-48
Saying it with Flowers — floral-themed postcards from WWI, John Aitken 49-51
1916 letter from Mesopotamia, the forgotten front, Sgt 7713 Arthur Ernest Pell 51
The Commemorative Grove of trees at historic Tuggeranong Homestead and the residence

of CEW Bean and his staff, 1919-1925, contrib. by Rebecca Lamb of MOTH Inc 52-60
L/Cpl 2590 Michael Doohan MM, 51% Bn, Stephen Brooks 61-63
Six Australian recipients of the Medaille de 1a Reconnaissance Francaise, Sue Tongue 64-67
‘A narrow escape,” Pte 220 John Harold Falconer, 18" Bn, Neil Falconer 67
Pte 962/Gnr 10056 Sydney James LeServe, 2™ Bn, 3™ FAB, 1%t AAH, Graeme Hosken 68-75
Pte 1486 Cecil William Hincks, 35" Bn, Bill Durrant 75
Regular features
Trench Talk and Contact/Membership details 2
AIF anecdotes from Memories of Digger days, ‘The World’s News’ 12, 19, 48, 63
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Lieut Clarence Roy Thorsen MM, 32" Bn & 8" LTMB, John Aitken 3-5
A Digger’s initiative in 1918, as told by Gnr 37703 Raymond Fitzpatrick, 3™ FAB 5
Pte 683 Herbert Tippett, 37" Bn: account of a trench raid in 1918, Graeme Hosken 6-12
AN&MEF Nurses — Part 2, Greg Knight 13-26
Memories of Digger days’ soldier identified as Pte 7525 Timothy Martin, 1% Bn, Spare Corp,

and Graeme Hosken 27-28
Sgt 959 Norman Polinelli, 12" Bn, Andrew Pittaway 29-32
John Laffin Memorial History Prize presentation & Pte 4414 Charles Laffin’s request for letters,

Peta Segbedzi, Lambis Englezos, and Sue Tongue 33
The 1916 diary of Lieut Robert Pickup, 13" & 45 Bns, Part 1: 21 Feb-31 May,

contrib. by Neville Browning. 34-42
Successful joint meeting of the Gallipoli Association, FFFAIF and WFA held in Sydney,

Paul Simadas. 42
Arthur Henry Kiesey, a sailor in two world wars, Graeme Hosken 43-47
Poem and profile: Capt Leigh Simpson, 3 LH Fld Amb & 3™ Sqn AFC, Evan Evans 48-50
‘Innocents abroad’ — Dvr 5877 Harold Malcolm, AASC & AEC, found on Trove 51-53
Catching up with Dvr Harold Malcom: 2™ Lieut Lionel Gordon MC & Seaman Henry Malcolm,

RAN, found on Trove 53-55
Pte 311 Leslie Gordon Walsh, 315 Bn, Geoffrey Benn 56-57
1920 letter regarding Capt Leo Drinkwater, 45" Bn, Mrs Elly Drinkwater (mother) 57
Diaries of L/Cpl 2063 William Lycett, 4" Fld Amb & 15" LROC, Vol ITI (1917), Part 6,

contrib. by Tim Lycett 58-60
Pte 2129 Louis de Decker, 11" Bn, Graeme Hosken and Heather Ford 61-64
The wartime memoirs of Pte 2485 George Ross Freeman, 5" & 57" Bns, Part 1, Enlistment to

Anzac Cove, contrib. by Bill Freeman 65-68
The Cole brothers of Mogriguy, Stephen Brooks 69-71
‘Letters from France,” Chs [ & 1I, CEW Bean, contrib. by Anne Carroll,

Introduction by Paul Simadas 72-75

Regular features
Trench Talk and Contact/Membership details 2
AIF humour from ‘Memories of Digger days,” and ‘A Digger’s diary,” The World’s News &

The Western Mail 26,28, 32,55, 60
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The ‘Foote soldiers’ of Ipswich, Sue Tongue 3-7
AIF books written by member, Jeff Peirce, Jeff Peirce 7
Pte 571 Thomas Arthur Ward, 33 Bn, Bill Durrant 8-9
Who was EG Skinner? Greg Smyth 9
Pte 6877 Frederick John Alexander MM, 3" Bn, Graeme Hosken & Nicole Alexander 10-13
The 1916 diary of Lieut Robert Pickup, 13" & 45 Bns, Part 2: 1 Jun-30 Aug,

contrib by Neville Browning 14-21
1915 letters written soon after the Landing: Sgt 597 Clarence Marshall, 12" Bn &

Pte 991 Thomas Bowers, 10 ™ Bn, found on Trove 21
Pte 146 Charles James Bradley, 11" Bn, John Aitken 22-31
Possible photo of William Lycett at Kandahar Farm, Tim Lycett 31
Diaries of L/Cpl 2063 William Lycett, 4 ® Fld Amb & 15" LROC, Vol I1I (1917), Part 7,

contrib. by Tim Lycett 32-34
Yelverton Street at War, Graeme Hosken 35-44
Letter mystery: Pte 338 George William Condon, 25 ™ Bn, found on Trove,

research by the Editor 44
Pte 2564A Alfred Donald Blanch, 25" & 9" Bns, Geoffrey Benn 45-46
The wartime memoirs of Pte 2485 George Ross Freeman, 5™ & 57 ™ Bns,

Part 2, Gallipoli and the Canal Zone, contrib. by Bill Freeman 47-50
Pte 1433 John Dunbar, 13" Bn & Pte 2035 John Beech: the same man,

Raben Dunbar & David Harrower 51-52
WO1 1246 Joseph William Osborn DCM, 23 * Bn, Trevor Munro 53-55
Pte 498 Thomas Henry Taylor, 16 ™ Bn, Graeme Hosken and Matthew Dent 56-59
Second photo featuring the “‘unknown Norm’, contrib. by Sean McManus 59
The 38 * Stationary Hospital and the AANS, Heather (Frev) Ford 60-67
The Menin Gate, Ypres, Belgium, and its precinct, Peter Bartley 68-70
1914 newspaper article: ‘The early days of enlistment,” The Sydney Morning Herald,

found on Trove 71
‘Letters from France,” Chs III & IV, CEW Bean, contrib. by Anne Carroll 72-75
Pte 2007 Alfred Scott, The Kennedy Regiment, letter found in NAA file,

research by the Editor 75
Regular features
Trench Talk and Contact/Membership details 2
AIF humour from ‘Memories of Digger days,” and ‘A Digger’s diary,” The World’s News &

The Western Mail 34,44,67,70
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Memoir: Gnr 752 Augustus (Ted) Sampson, 31st Bn & 3rd FAB, Peter Nelson 3-11
Sgt 642 Boyd Alexander Ellem, 41st Bn (and serving Ellem relatives), Geoffrey Benn 12-17
The 1916 diary of Lieut Robert Pickup, 13th & 45th Bns, Part 3 (final): 7 Sep-30 Nov, contrib. by
Neville Browning, with profile by Graeme Hosken 18-25
Pte 4230 Harold Noel Jarvis, 1st Pnr Bn, Andrew Pittaway 26-29
The wartime memoirs of Pte 2485 George Ross Freeman, 5th & 57th Bns, Part 3, Arrival in France,
Fromelles, and a feast, contrib. by Bill Freeman 30-33
Cover photo: Three men of the 33rd Bn: Pte 2898 Angus Shepherd; L/Cpl 2808 John Willoughby; Pte
2881 George Newman, Bill Durrant and Graeme Hosken 33
Pte 738 Joseph McShane Dodd, 36th Bn, Graeme Hosken 34-35
One and the same: Pte 362 J Weekley, 6th LHR & Pte 6876 J Wheatley, 13th Bn, Graeme Hosken
35
1914 letter: Seaman Roy Malcolm, HMAS Yarra, as part of the AN&MEF, found on Trove  36-37
The Fifth CEW Bean Memorial Lecture, held at Tuggeranong Homestead, Sue Tongue 37
The six Keid brothers, Greg Knight 38-45
1918 photo: Three men of the 44th Bn in a haystack, AWM Collection 45
Diaries of L/Cpl 2063 William Lycett, 4th Fld Amb & 15th LROC, Vol IlI (1917), Part 8, contrib. by
Tim Lycett 46-49
1916 letter: Nurse Mary Annie Bessie Pocock, AANS, found on Trove 49
Anatomy of a trench raid by elements of the 7th & 8th Bns, The Bluff, Zillebeke, 29/9/16, Evan
Evans 50-58
1918 news item: AIF Xmas Book, Peter Bartley 58
The Anzac Book’ buyer, Graeme Hosken, with Heather Ford & Trevor Munro 59-62
AIF Routine Orders regarding transfers between AIF units, found in a service record 62
Capt Herbert Humphreys Hunter, 7th Bn, contrib. by Hunter Gill 63-66
Photos from the FFFAIF 2025 AGM, courtesy of Paul Simadas 66
WWI Battlefield tour tip — Bullecourt Cross Memorial, Peter Bartley 67-68
Postscript: Research into names mentioned by Pte Ross Freeman in his memoir, Sue Tongue 68
1914 letter from Seymour Camp: Pte 3444 Archie Watts, 2nd Pnr Bn, found on Trove 69-70
‘Letters from France,” Chapters V & VI, CEW Bean, contrib. by Anne Carroll 71-74
Research into cable regarding death of Angus Mackay (Ross Freeman’s memoir), Graeme Hosken
74
The Wodonga War Memorial, Paul Simadas with Graeme Hosken 75
Regular features
Trench Talk and Contact/Membership details, includes report on the 2025 AGM 2
AIF humour from ‘Memories of Digger days,” The World’s News 11,17,70
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L/Sgt 1997 Abel Skinner DCM, 25 ™ Bn, Geoffrey Benn 3-6
CSM 1708 Reginald Wilthew, 36 ™ & 33" Bns, Bill Durrant 7-8
A Snipe in Port Macquarie, Greg Knight 9-12
The French Somme Medal, Peter Bartley 13
The ‘Cane Beetle’ March of April 1916 (Mooliba to Cairns), Greg Knight 14-17
The wartime memoirs of Pte 2485 George Ross Freeman, 5" & 57 Bns,

Part 4, Illness and England, contrib. by Bill Freeman 18-21
Tpr 1643 Samuel McArdle, 1 LHR, Peter Bartley 22-25
McArdle Postscript 1: The mystery of Gum Grove, Beersheba , Graeme Hosken 26
McArdle Postscript 2: Samuel McArdle’s letter to Mrs Johnston, Graeme Hosken 27
The Taylor brothers: Cpl 678 Alfred Edward Taylor, 9 & 49 ™ Bns; Cpl 2704 Harold 28-45

Taylor, 26" Bn, Graeme Hosken, letters found on Trove
Diaries of L/Cpl William Lycett, 4 ™ Fld Amb, Vol III (1917), Part 9, contrib. by Tim Lycett 46-48

Pte 6584 Jack Turner, 3 Bn, Graeme Hosken 49
Oran Park streets named after Diggers, Sue Tongue 50-55
Solace from reading, Sue Tongue 55
Dvr 13 Thomas Trueman Jones, 7" Bn, contrib. by Rebecca Lamb 56-58
Bathurst’s war trophies, Graeme Hosken and Peter Benson 59-65
Postscript: What happened to Pte 2812 Hunsley Moore? Letters from Pte 10586/2839 Sidney
Williams, AIF HQ & AROC, Graeme Hosken 65-68
Red Cliffs war trophy, Graeme Hosken 68
More examples of larger war trophies, www.phototimetunnel.com 69
1916 letter: Pte 10586 Sidney Williams, AIF HQ, and 1919 news item, found on Trove 70-71
1917 letter: Pte 6066 Frederick McGrath, 32" Bn, found on Trove 72
‘Letters from France,” Chapters VII & VIII, CEW Bean, contrib. by Anne Carroll 73-75
Regular features
Trench Talk and Contact/Membership details 2
AIF anecdotes from Memories of Digger days, ‘The World’s News’ 6,8,12,27,45,71,72
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